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English 1112 F: Sept. 12 discussion group 
Addendum to Report 1 instructions (also added to the instructions on the syllabus):
Your report must discuss at least five texts found through library research (not resources available on the free internet).  Use APA or IEEE to document your sources.  You may use another documentation system, but if you do, please write on the first page of your report, “I have used [name of system].”
Change to office hour (effective immediately until the end of the semester)
[bookmark: _GoBack]My office hour has changed to Monday, 10:30-11:15 (instead of Monday, 10:00-11:00).
Activity 1: Sentence editing
Edit the following sentences to eliminate problems such as those discussed during the lecture (ambiguity, vagueness, wordiness):
(1) Jack resents his assistant because he is competitive.


(2) Imagine that this is the title of section (1) in a report about internet addiction:

1. The Nature of the problem

 
(3) About 80% of individuals diagnosed with internet addiction in our study were students.  This is partly due to the absence of direct supervision.  



(4) Before revising your essay, be sure as a first step to review the editorial comments that are red in colour and to develop a mental awareness of your writing problems.

   
(5) Though only sixteen, UBC accepted Martha’s application.



(6) It is pretty important in being a successful engineer to have technical knowledge and at the same time to possess strong communication skills.



(7) In recent years, certain improvements have been made in prenatal testing.  However, these things do not come without their risks.  



(8) The data offer confirmation of the hypothesis.
 



(9) Repeated telephone calls from our representatives annoy our customers.  These repeated telephone calls also portray our company as one that is lacking in organization.





(10) This report was in response to the problem of global warming.

(11) In the study conducted by Garcia and Newman (2003) it was found that women spend a relatively long time in slow-wave sleep.



(12) What is meant by the term paradoxical sleep refers to the stage of sleep during which the brain’s neural activity is similar to that of waking conditions.





(13) Some experts doubt that writing is teachable, but our actual experience shows that when students do their very best in ENG 1112, their writing improves.





(14) Align the trace so that it is inclined approximately 30 degrees to the horizontal.



(15) There has been intermittent trouble with the vacuum pumps, although the flow valves and meters seem to be recording normal output, and the 18 cm pipe to the storage tanks has twice become clogged, causing backup in the system.  


Sources: 1: Lannon and Klepp, page 172; 6: adapted from Hacker and Sommers, page 21; 8: Irish and Weiss, pages 168-9; 9: Hacker and Sommers, page 22, 11-12: Greene, 343-345; 14-15: Blicq and Moretto.

Activity 2: email editing
Imagine that the following fictional examples are taken from emails written by students to their professors.  Suggest how these emails might be improved.  Refer to page 59 of the course pack for a summary of email principles.  

1. Hi, I am your student in technical report writing.  




2. 
Hi miss, 
I do not understand how to cite sources.  Please explain.  Cheers, Brad




3.
Hi prof,
I will not be able to submit my paper this Wednesday.  I am so sorry!!!  I had tragic circumstances: my computer broke down.  I hope that you will find it in your heart to forgive me.  When can I submit it?
Thanks!!!!




4. 
Hi this is Jen I am horribly sick and have to miss today’s test please send me an email notifying me when I can write a makeup




Activity 3: Discussion of a letter 
Read the following letter about AIDS written by the medical researcher Donald P. Francis and discuss its strengths and weaknesses.

Public Health Services
Centers for Disease Control
Atlanta, Georgia 30333
4402 North 7th Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85014

April 12, 1983
Walter R. Dowdle, Ph.D.
Director, Center for Infectious Diseases
Building 1, Room 6007
Centers for Disease Control
Atlanta, Georgia 30333
Dear Walt:
The outbreak of AIDS is a huge public health problem which requires a massive infusion of resources. The number of people already killed is large and all indications are that this disease will not stop until thousands of Americans have died. Even though tragic enough to justify great expenditures for control, the direct effects of this disease are only a part of its effect. The problem arising in the blood and plasma collection systems, the hospitals, and among the research establishments could have far-reaching and long-lasting effects.
Our government's response to this disaster has been far too little. Much of this is because the slope of the epidemic curve has been gradual, lasting years instead of days. We are not accustomed to dealing with outbreaks having long latent periods. But these situations require even greater speed because even after discovery of the cause, we will be so far behind and control will be even more difficult. Even if we are so fortunate to have the rapid development of a control modality for AIDS (perhaps a vaccine), we cannot be guaranteed that we can stop it. from our HBV-vaccine predictions, we fear that few homosexual men and IV drug users could be vaccinated prior to their exposure to infection. 
This is a major challenge for CDC and will remain so for many years. We can predict increasing frustrations now in pursuit of the cause and later in pursuit of control. This disease is not going to go away. To do what is right we must ensure large scale funding for AIDS research and control. The inadequate funding to date has seriously restricted our work and has presumably deepened the invasion of this disease into the American population. In addition, the time wasted pursuing money from Washington has cast an air of despair over AIDS workers throughout the country. Possibly worse, it has sandwiched those responsible for research and control between massive pressure to do what is right and an ummovable wall of inadequate resources. The resulting frustrations have severely inhibited the open-mindedness and cooperation that is required to conquer such a scourge. Because of the slow and inadequate funding process, it seems that after we get funds and recruit staff, we are always too late -- the disease has passed us up again and we are again understaffed and underfunded.
There must be a way to do it right. We can predict a massive need of both epidemiologic and laboratory staff and a need for rapidly mobilizable funds to undertake field investigations. In this vast and wealth country there must be a way to get $10 to $20 million immediately for this disease. I stress speed because the usual government funding and spending processes are so slow to be unacceptable in such an emergency situation.
For the good of the people of this country and the world, we should no longer accept the claims of inadequate funding and we should no longer be content with the trivial resources offered. Our past and present efforts have been and are far too small and we can't be proud. It is time to do more. It is time to do what is right.
With utmost concern and continuing hope
[signed]
Donald P. Francis, M.D., D.Sc.
Assistant Director for Medical Science


Activity 4: Take a stand on garbage collection

Next week, we will discuss an angry letter complaining about the low frequency of garbage collection in Ottawa.  In preparation for this activity, please “take a stand” in one of the corners of the classroom according to which of the following you believe:

(1) Ottawa should collect garbage bi-weekly.
(2) Ottawa should collect garbage weekly.
(3) Ottawa should collect garbage bi-weekly in the winter and weekly the rest of the year.
(4) I have another solution.
Each group should confer for about five minutes and select a spokesperson to present its view to the class.
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