CSI2911
Assignment03

ID:5068972 

Yu Chen
4/12/2012





1. Patents
What are some reasons that it is an appropriate protection? (1.5)
A patent is a monopoly right giving exclusive commercial use of an invention for a specified time period. The benefits of the Patent include:
· The patent holder has exclusive commercial rights to use and license the invention.
· Legal action can be taken against anyone who tries to use the invention without the patent holders consent.
· The existence of the patent may be enough to deter would-be infringers.
· The patent can be sold.
What are some arguments why it is not?(1.5)
In contrast to the above benefits, there exist some drawbacks of the patent protection which include:
· A full description of the invention is published and can be viewed by anyone applying to the appropriate patent administration office.
· After the exclusive patent period other people or businesses can freely use the invention without needing permission form or making out-weigh the financial advantages of the invention.
· Inventor may choose to capitalize on inventions that could benefit the wider public rather than allowing the inventions to be used widely.










Patents only protect within the country that grants the patent. A single company may have to apply for patents in several countries to protect their investment. Discuss your thoughts on this process, as it is time consuming and expensive. Do you feel this is necessary? Do you think a global standard would work? If so, how?(2.5)
Regarding to this specific situation, I think a single company should apply for patents in several countries to protect their investments even though it spends time and assets. Since different countries have their own legislation of intellectual property for patents. Your investment is protected in your country but not in others, and people there can steal your ideas and use your investments for commercial purpose, and other purpose. In this way, you are not only losing your money but also sacrificing your patent to your investment. To prevent this, I think a global standard for the patent would work, as every country can prevent people using your investment as long as you grant them, and this also saves the time so that you do not need to apply to the countries again and again. 


Some countries have not recognized or protected intellectual property, including trademarks. Intellectual property piracy has been more common outside North America. Why do you think this is? Do many of the countries with high piracy rates have a significant software industry? Provide reasons for your answer. (1.5)
	In modern society, information technologies become more and more crucial and take a significant share in our daily life. Along with the growth of software development, it does need a legislative system such as intellectual property to protect it in order to facilitate industry development. Generally, countries with high piracy rates do not have a significant software industry, because companies will lose benefits by piracy products. However, in reality, there exists a significant software industry in countries with high piracy rates, like China and India. There are a lot of piracy goods including cell phones, cloths, software, and social website. The ideas were stolen, for example, there is a social website created in China which looks similarly with facebook and because there are no patents for the some software in China, which leads the piracy happened.

Develop an argument whether you think patents are or are not a sufficient protection for software. (1.5)
In my opinion, I think patents are sufficient protection as far as the patent systems are well established. As the legislation becomes more and more perfect, and being efficient to others professions, patent could be also efficient and enough for people using the software.

Why not only have free software? (2)
In case of having only free software will lead business people to a bad situation. For most of software companies, developing new software takes time consumption and expenses. If the software is free, Bill Gates will no longer being on the top 10 richest guy list. What is the purpose for business? The answer is Money and profit. If software becomes free, business people cannot make profits which may layoff many programmers in some day. In addition, if the software is free, people could use it to make crimes and harms to others, such as hacker. Hackers could use some free source software to steal classical information from companies as well as the personal information on the internet or computers which will generate privacy issues.






2. Face recognition, safety and privacy
Suppose that Ottawa is considering setting up a camera and face-recognition system in the downtown area and in neighborhoods with high crime rates. You are asked to serve as a consultant to help design policies for use of the system. Consider a variety of aspects: for example;
who will have access to the system,

what databases of photos will be used for matching,

how long video will be stored,

who would operate the system (law enforcement agencies or private companies) and any other factors you would consider important. Describe some of your most important recommendations and your reasons for them (no more than 250 words for the whole
Question 2. Bullet style recommended). – (3.5)
	If I were the consultant to help design policies for use of the system, I would consider the following:
1. Only police and technician and the people who operate the system would have the authority to access to this system, and if there need to make any adjustments, such as maintenance support, there should be a secrecy agreement between the technicians and police. The agreement should include that any information related to the system is forbidden to be revealed. If any information is compromised there should be some law enforcement being attached to it. Moreover, technicians will make changes of the system by what they have been asked to do, anything rather than this will be considered as violating the agreement.
2. The database will store photos of people who have crime records to utilize for matching, as you cannot put every people within the entire area, which will cause significant time consuming and expenses.   
3. The video will be store every six month, so if there was any suspect appears, policy could check for the latest past 6 month to help investigation. If the store more than six month, it will increase the cost and waste if capacity, it is unnecessary to store a very long video as this may delay the progress of the investigation.
4. People who are well train and have signed the secrecy agreement would operate the system. 
5. The security of the database must be robust and stable so that any hacker cannot hack to the system and make any changes to it.


3. Cell Phones and Privacy
Issue 1: Prepaid cell phone service can protect privacy. One can buy a phone for cash and pay cash in advance for service. There are no billing records, and records of calls made on the phone are not linked to the owner. Cell phone carriers and governments in a few countries (e.g. in Europe) require an ID which is registered at the time of purchase of a SIM. Discuss the following:
What are some legitimate uses for prepaid cell phones?
Should prepaid cell phones be banned or otherwise controlled by law (i.e. require cell phone users to register their prepaid cell phones so they can be tracked)?
Give your reasons. Max 100 words for Issue 1. Bullet style recommended. – (2.5)
1. There are a bunch of legitimate uses for prepaid cell phones. For instance, when you tend to travel around the world, the prepaid cell phones is the best choice, as you can simply buy a prepaid SIM card at local place instead using your own phone. In that case, to make any call to outside the provinces, city, and a country, the long distance fee will be a disaster. 
2. Instead signing a contract when buying a phone, prepaid cell phone is much more convenience. Because you can stop using the prepaid cell phone if you do not want it at any time, while the contracted phone cannot. It will charge some penalty fee for violating the contracts which annoys people. In this way, prepaid card brings people convenience.
3. Since there are no billing records, and records of call made on the phone are not linked to the owner. People do not need to be worried about the privacy problems, which well protect the owner’s privacy property. 

Issue 2: Another issue of cell phones is video. Videos and pictures taken with cell phones are popping up on the Web and the news with increasing frequency. Often the subject of the video is unaware they are being recorded. With respect to cell phone videos, should a person have an expectation of privacy when they are out in public?

What about if they are inside a retail store or bank?

Inside their own home?

What regulations, if any, would you recommend and why?
Give examples of situations whereby videos taken with a cell phone play a positive social role?
Max 250 words for Issue 2. Bullet style recommended – (3.5)
1. A person should have an expectation of privacy when they are out in public; they have their right of privacy and not being violated by other people out in public.
2. In case of being record inside a retail store or bank, people still have their right of privacy. The store and bank has to record every people passing through because the record may be a crucial proof some day when they are suffering from criminals. This is a way how the store and bank use to protect themselves. However, if the store and bank use the record for any other purposes, or a reveal the records in public. People could use the law to protect their right of privacy as long as they do not happy about being revealed in public.
3. A person may not need to have an expectation of privacy inside their home, as no privacy issue will happen in their home. 
4. Regulation I will recommend is the real-name registration system for every site that can post videos. Under this real-name system, any subject of the video can trace down and find out the owner for privacy of the legal responsibilities. In this way, subject in the video has the rights to ask the owner of the video whether the video can be post or not which indirectly gains the expectation of privacy.
5. Videos taken with cell phone plays a positive social role. For instance, if there is a bank robbery on the street, the video with the cell phone will be the significant proof for the policemen to directly ‘watch’ the whole event and help them to arrest the criminals. Moreover, since cell phone is small and convenience to carry, for people who has short–term memory disabilities, they can video everything they cannot remember before and use the video to help them recovery.
