LAWS 2502 – Lecture 9 
Equalities, Remedies, s. 7 and Group Rights 
Examples for Systemic Discrimination:
- Eldridge v BC (1997) – see SB II, ch 10 (d): failure to provide sign-language interpretation denied to deaf people a benefit provided to others 
- Eldridge comes down and says there is discrimination under Charter by not providing sign language services
- Vriend v Alberta (1998) – SB II, ch 10(e) – provincial human rights statute prohibited discrimination in employment on the basis of race, sex, religion, national origin, etc but did not clearly include sexual orientation as a prohibited ground
Egan (1995), the SCC: 
- sexual orientation 
- the SCC held in definitional balancing that sexual orientation is an analogous ground (to those listed in s. 15), but in ad hoc balancing under s. 1: that the impugned statute was justified (the Old Age Security Act made spousal allowance available to a spouse “of the opposite sex” but not to a same-sex partner) 
- only by majority of 5:4 judges 

* lecture 9 – watch 
