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Midterm Questions 

· 1) Name and explain1way in which society controls pleasure and desire
· 2) Compare and contrast how sex is represented in mainstream media and porn
· 3) Explain how sex and sexualized are depicted before and after the haze code. Use two films we watched in class as examples 
· 4) Consider the inclusion of BDSM in the DSM, argue for or against it. 
Ummni Khan (guest speaker) 

· Sadomasochism 
· Sexuality in the law 
· How law is not a contained regime 
· Lawyers : Think that that law is positive + right 
· There is an interface between the law and culture 
· BDSM buffet 
Films 

· 2 purposes 
· 1) Dramatize BDSM (what we see) 
· 2) Think of the movies as an ideological product (BDSM as a part in nature) 
· Think how its presence and how it ideologically perpetuates 
Movie 1 - “Basic Instinct” (1992) 

· Very controversial 
· How is BDSM portrayed in good and bad ways 
· Semiotics of the scene (colour schemes) 
· Warm colours (passionate?) 
· Music is omnious (does not go with the ambiance) 
· White cloth (symbol of purity) vs. splatted with blood 
· Gender issues 
· She’s on top 
· Her position : she’s in control due to bondage (“to overcome sex differences to man”) - because “she’s always in danger with a man” 
· Taking on masculine roles - he is helpless and she is in control 
Literary Roots of SM 

· Sadism 
· Marquis de Sade (1770-1814) 
· Writer, aristocrat, revolutionizer, imprisoned (most of his life) for both indecent act and obscenity 
· His name gave us the word “Sadism” 
· A the time, he was seen as deviant 
· Masochism 
· Leopold con Sacher-Masoch (1836-1895) 
· Professor, writer, dramatized dominant women and submissive men 
· Wrote Venus and Furs
· If agains BDSM 
· People most often confuse sadism + masochism 
Psychological Roots of SM 

· Krafft-Ebing 
· Believed in SM 
· Havelock Ellis 
· Freud (historical roots) 
· Believed that love bites 
· When there’s pain and no reproduction = psychotic 
Paraphilias 

· Only S + M get their roots from the name of authors 
· The story in the narrative gets pathologized in discourse 
· All of the other letters in the acronym get their roots from actions 
· DSM V - Sexual Sadism (Disorder) 
· Need both criteria A and B to be considered a disorder 
Challenges in Pathologizing Faze 

· Robert Stoller, Pain & Passion : A . . . 
· Staci Newmahr, Playing on the Edge, Sadomasochism 
· Peggy Kleinplatz + Charles Moser, Does heterosexuality belong in the DSM?
· Defamiliarizing how it is in the DSM 
Feminism - Does BDSM conflict with its principles? 

· Stereotypically, it goes against BDSM 
· Anti-SM (racial and cultural feminism) 
· Hegemonic sexuality : male dom and female sub (even if the women is on top) 
· SM sexualized and trivializes inequality 
· SM is racist, sexist, homophobic 
· SM is addictive, escalating, destructive (will destroy you the more you buy into it) 
· SM is a self-hatred and patriarchal pathology (disease) 
· SM is too focused on the physical pleasure at the expense of true intimacy (not classic and soft) 
· Its not real consent 
· Structural constraints (Neo-literal)
· The woman should know better because she is willingly and consciously taking on the role of the man (the butch role) 
Movie 2 - “Not A Love Story” (1982) 

· Anti-porn / woman + feminist movement at its high 
· Hustler Magazine cover
· Women (practically nude) on knees wearing chains and heart glasses 
· heart is in chains = victim
· We still do it today but are less dramatic 
· This is an effort to start conversation (good opinions vs. bad opinions - no middle ground) -- like Playboy 
· Lady in video assumes consensus of “poor girl” when some people may think that this girl is enjoying it and they know that she is being paid for it 
Defenders of SM (Postmodern Queer) 

· SM is “safe, sane, and consensual” or risk aware consensual kink (RACK)
· SM is bout parody and sexual theatre 
· SM ca be cathartic and healing 
· SM practitioners : a persecuted sexual minority 
· Anti-SM is rooted in puritanical attitudes 
· SM ca be healthy, positive and even feminist 
Gayle Rubin - Thinking Sex  

· First printed at the Bernard Conference “Towards a Politic of Sexuality” (1982) 
· Mad because they wanted to reduce danger and create conditions of pleasure 
· Thought conference was pro SM 
· “Thinking Sex”
· 19th century, sexual morality regulated in partnership with the law and psychology and sciences 
· Talk about all that is considered “bad” 
· Discourse has changed but is still a part of our moral heritage 
· *See diagram in course pack 
	Charmed Circle
	Other Limits 

	Good, normal, blessed sexuality
	Bad, abnormal, unnatural 

	Heterosexual
	Damned sexuality 

	Married
	Homosexual

	Monogamous
	Unmarried

	Procreative
	Promiscuous

	Non-commercial
	Non-procreative

	In pairs 
	Commercial 

	In a relationship
	Alone or in groups

	Same generation 
	Casual

	Vanilla
	Cross-generational 

	Bodies only
	In public 

	No porn 
	Pronography

	In private
	With manufactured objects 

	
	Sadomasochism 


The ring has expanded now 

· Incest 
· Cousin marriages 
Movie 3 - “Cruising” (1980) 

· How is SM portrayed?
· What are the erotic dynamics?
· What is the message about the meaning of SM in a gay male context? 
· Count how many characteristics could be rendered as sexually “bad”
· Not in a monogamous relationship 
· Starts to get a bad tag 
· *Lis all the “bad” things according to the wheel 
· Shows sexiness, allure, liberation vs. bad things 
Anthropological Perspective 

· Anti-SM people are essentializing what is healthy / not 
· Cultural chauvinism towards sexual differences 
· The “race” card 
· SM is racist (anti-SM) 
· “sexual morality” that condemns SM - has more in common . . . 
Rubin’s Challenge to Feminism 

· Too to understand gender inequality 
· Feminism inadequate to understand sexual oppression 
· Need to decouple gender and sexuality 
· Feminism scapegoat  - “non-routine” 
Rubin + Queer Theory 

· Social construction and historical contingency of sexual identity 
· Foreshadows / Judith Butler 
· Denaturalize gender, sex, sexuality
· Inclusion of trans people, sex workers, SM practitioners, etc. 
Today in Feminism 

· SM not as a central focus (except in high profile cases) in mainstream 
· Focus on sex work 
· Status of people who are trans-gendered / transsexual 
*Regulation and Interpretation of BDSM through the law* 

Movie 4-5 -- “9 1/2 weeks” vs. “Secretary” 

“9 1/2 Weeks” (1986)  

· Erotic dynamics? What was troubling? 
· Lots of trust
· Playful 
· Tactile sensation to food (using other senses other than sight) 
· Interaction was very sensual 
· Its SM because he is controlling what she’s eating as well as her sight 
· She’s being submissive / passive but its consensual + enjoying 
· She felt very unsure sometimes and wanted to feel okay and comfortable with what he was doing 
· “Rolling with it” 
· At the same time, going to the edge of our comfort zone can be very erotic  
· Sense of dependency right away (its their first night together) --> very disturbing 
· Missing communication - Hoffman 
· She was choosing not to communicate but at the same time, her mouth was occupied 
· “Do me bottom” = passive people in the SM world 
· Scene is like a bridge between vanilla and SM 
· Makes you think of a typical playful relationship (lake scene in a movie) 
· The director wants us to feel uncomfortable at first but shift into a more playful /comfortable feeling 
· This movie doesn’t end well - but it makes sense not to 
· Lis is an active/confident woman, in control of her own life 
· When she dates John, she becomes more submissive 
· In the end, Liz is degraded (he has arranged to have a threesome with a sex worker and she is totally distraught about the situation --> vomits (expelling her excess sexuality) 
· She leaves him in the end (looks as if she is leaving a prison of passion) 
“Secretary”  

· This film goes against the norms of BDMS 
· A girl leaves a psych ward (she cuts herself to deal with the shit in her life) - dresses like a kid 
· Has SM relationship with her boss and transforms into a woman 
· More active in desires 
· Dresses very adult-like 
· Pursues her boss 
· In the end, they get married 
· Associates BDSM with all the good things = makes it acceptable 
Doms 

	John
	Grey

	Always in control (of Liz)
	Filled with self-loathing 

	Rich
	Is in the closet with his sexuality (BDSM) 

	
	Is a dominant, sexually, but filled with self-hatred 


Public Sex 

· “9 1/2 weeks” - breaking the law 
· In a jewelry store, he asks her to shop lift --> risk = hot 
· Sex worker 
· Clip: shows how BDSM can escalate 
· He walks into the house saying that she’s been a bad girl and that he’d like her to place herself face against the wall with her skirt lifted so that he can spank her 
· She gets ready to leave but comes back at him in intense rage (shows her desires) 
· Her coping mechanisms are very dysfunctional 
· He tries to convert something in her mind exerts control) 
· Rapes her but it looks like she’s enjoying it / wants it 
· This shows an abusive relationship (dependency / control) 
· He gains control over her with sex 
· Ambivalence 
· Why does she come back after walking away 
· What about another perspective : Her own repression coming out --> she wants to be taken over / wants to be spanked but is afraid to show that desire 
· Ambivalence of her feelings 
· She has an “issue” and s[image: image1.png]


he lets him fix it by being submissive to his dominance 
· Patterns of behaviour (is used to it, so might as well go along with it and “enjoy” it) 
· In the end, she leaves him because he breaks monogamy with the sex worker (latina - associates SM with racialized sexuality) 
· Liz needs to de-identify with the racialized sex worker 
· Cat and mouse image --> Symbolizes that SM will kill you in the end 
                    Sadomasochism is a slippery slope           -

                                                                                              - 

                                                                                                    - 

                                                                                                          - 

                                                                                                                 -      -      -  RIP 

· “Secretary” 
· Grey = lawyer (hold the law) 
· Nothing illicit about the relationship except in office (having sex there) 
· Law of marriage --> embrace the couple 
· Clip  
· She likes to be spanked 
· There is no escalation, just a bit of bondage, role playing, etc. (de-escalation) 
· Associates vanilla with SM (to eventually end with “normacy”) 
· Cat and mouse image : Catch + liberate = SM is liberating 
· No racializing 
· Food scene 
· She isn’t in her skin (comfortable) even if submissive (can see it in her face) 
· Link between depression 
· Leaves a lot to the imagination . . . know what is going to happen but you don’t see it directly (like in 9 1/2 weeks) 
· Binds acceptability to the freaky stuff of BDSM - almost jokes about it (stove and tomatoes) 
Is BDSM Against the Law?

· No 
· But you can be prosecuted and criminalized 
· Obscenity 
· Assault 
· Criminal 
· Job loss - employment 
· Loss of custody/access of kids - family 
· RV Butler (1992) (Porn Decision) 
· Constitutional vs. Freedom of Speech 
· Yes 
· Obscenity do fringe freedom of expression 
· It is justifiable (Is it censored because it prevents harm?) 
· Yes - criminalizing obscenity protects women 
· Anti-SM Feminist Influence 
· Strong role in influencing the law 
· LEAF conflates SM with violence 
· SM imagery deemed : 
· Degrading - men are slashed with belts, in dog collars and chains, you can see a visible ejaculation, men urinate on each other
· Dehumanizing - sexual practices as being inherently problematic, women are presented as being sexually insatiable 
· *Majority decision : Crime of sexual deficit deemed “violent” “degrading” or “dehuman” is justified
· SM depiction fits in the definition as a construct as irrelevant - the law protects equality and safety 
Homophobic Obscenity Cases 

· *This is what gets most criminalized 
· Lesbian SM magazine deemed obscene because of a short story with some images 
Little Sister Case (2000; 2007) - ongoing 

· Border control censorship 
· Guards deem gay SM as obscene 
· SCC refuses to protect against homophobic and SM phobic back door censorship 
Heterosexual SM is More Tolerated 

· Benign nature of BDSM for defense 
· Expert in medicine, science, law and enforcement to say BDSM is okay 
· Price was aquited 
· Desexualizes it by putting it on a slope (continuum) 
· BDSM is accepted by Canadian community 
*Gay --> less lenient 

*Straight --> more acceptable 

