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Lecture 1 

What do mainstream movies teach us about sex? 

· Girls always come
· How? : Through vagina-penis intercourse 
· Females are submissive 
· No condoms / No protection “stop”
· No “foreplay” before sex --> penis-vagina = sex and nothing else (wrong!) 
· Blurred sex script theory 
· Diversity in sexual expression from one culture to the next (metaphor from the theatre --> “script”) 
· Actors are one with their role --> you are an agent with your sexuality 
· How different people behave in bed 
· Media representations of sexuality is important 
· Script changes with culture and time (generation) 
· Our culture, values of “natural sex” are reflected in media 
· Lenses in which notions of sex is reinforced 
· How we conceptualize desires 
· Anal is between gay men only 
· Guys always want sex/are horny, not girls 
· Pregnancy focused, if anything but not STIs 
· Heteronormative sex 
· If we do see gay/lesbian relationships, they are homonormative (Ex. will and Grace) 
· Stereotypes (Ex. jocks with jocks) - if this is broken = unconventional “Cinderella Story” 
· Men and women have simultaneous orgasms at the end of sex (penis-vagina) 
· The end of sex = end of heterosexual intercourse at climax 
· No communication ; both parties seem to know what each other wants 
· Not enough emphasis on clitoral stimulation (typically, there isn’t any) 
· Only young people have sex 
How is desire portrayed on the screen?

· What is to be desired is fairly narrow 
· What is desired in American Pie 2? 
· Scene : Jimmy having sex with a pie 
· What is being communicated about sex? 
· Men cannot control themselves (common theme) 
· Comes to us from the Victorian Era 
· Sexual Repression justified (19th century Western civilization) 
· What is naturally/biologically ordained vs. religiously ordained 
· Girls hook up with each other for the amusement of male viewers 
· Depiction of gays and lesbians as “other” 
· Embarrassment / guilt for sex 
· Experimentation with sex usually does not go well 
What kind of values are being conveyed in things we view 

· Explicitness vs. implicitness in American Pie 
· Ex. Lesbian scene - not really genuine 
· Much of what we see in films is much more radical than what really happens 
In 1800s during the Victorian Era 

· Certain things are considered natural --> men = more animalistic  
· Justified through primitive notion 
· Fear of Spermatorhea (correct balance of bodily fluids - if a an loses too much semen, they could go blind, become mentally defective, develop hairy palms, death) ; people (women) are placed as those who must control men against their sexual impulses 
During the 19th century 

· Men needed to control themselves but when their desires got out of control, they could drain women, and make them feel lifeless (as if they were vampires) 
· We see this mentality carried out in early cinema (20s + early 30s) 
· Women = blood suckers of men 
· 1920s - period of great depiction of sex gone out of control --> needed to be censored 
· HAYS Code 
· Self-censorship (became a joke within Hollywood) 
· William Hays was put in charge of developing a code to prevent the depiction of nudity and violence in films 
· 1933 - the depiction of sexuality in films is on the rise 
· Joseph Breen starts to enforce the HAYS Code 
· Marks a great change in women/men portrayals in movies 
· Films 
· 1) Development of censorship 
· 2) HAYS Code (before and after) 
· 1934 - the way in which women and sex are portrayed in films changes 
· Women = dangerous 
· Women + men = very different 
· Men need women to say no or they will explode 
“Villains in Film” (in readings) 

· How to understand villains from a psychological perspective in films 
· How do we understand sex in films and media (serves as a template) 
· 1919 article by Birthrin Russel 
· 20th century 
· Compares our ideas of sexuality today 
Film - “Censorship in Hollywood”

· 1930 - Jazz Age 
· Despair and cynicism 
· Hollywood 
· Chaotic transition (silent films --> talking) 
· Sex and vulgarity on film is on the rise 
· We can now see and hear things that challenges people through film 
· Government Censorship 
· MPPDA 
· William Hays 
· “Madame Satin” 
· 1920s/1930s 
· Women = vampires (“vamps”) 
· “The Divorcee” 
· Code or no code, sex was still at the top of the list for entertainment in the movies 
· Sex before marriage 
· Pushing the buttons of the standards pertaining to marriage and virginity 
· “Out of the Closet” 
· 1933 - production code is very much ignored 
· Being gay = illegal 
· Gay = “sex perversion” 
· “Queen Christina” 
· Sex is used to create morally instructive tales 
· Vamp = heroine (women are not being condemned) 
· Ex. “Baby Face” 
· Ex. “The Red Head Women”
· 1933 version - Gets away with murder / is a hero 
· 1934 version - She is the one who pay for her promiscuity, not others 
What are we learning of female and male sexual depictions?

· Women us sexuality to tap into men’s vulnerability to get pleasure (not just money and power) 

