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Question 1


Cole Harris demonstrates in his article that dispossession of native land relied on physical power, infrastructure, technology, law, and geography. His main argument is that the initial ability to dispossession rested primarily on physical power and the supporting infrastructure of the state.


In the nineteenth century, the complex of power that settled in the native land of British Columbia was intricate and difficult to understand to its full complexity. Over many years people have discussed colonialism and all of its effects it has caused. Most postcolonial literature tends to try to understand this complexity, however Harris believes the real challenge is to “look inside the complex to establish how particular powers operated and to what particular effect” (Harris, 2004, 179). Harris believes the colonizing powers to have been forceful and violent when dispossessing native people from their land. He argues that the management of dispossession occurred through maps, numbers, the geography of resettlement and the law. The use of such quantitative measures allowed colonizers to manipulate the court of law. Harris explains that these laws ere all assumed and never truly debated, but simple contrived from theories and values (Harris, 2004, 177). This can be seen as a simple way of dispossessing land, use a law you created to gain land and ownership from the natives land. However many postcolonial writers do 

Not depict colonialism on native land to be so gruesome and violent.


 Sharp fro example writes about how settler nations built “landscape of home: which brought meaning to the native environment, so they could feel as if they were home. In this process, the natives felt like they were in a foreign place because their land was disappearing. Sharp depicts the dispossession of native land as much more peaceful, as if it was an occurrence that happened over time by mistakes. As if the European settlers were just trying to “feel at home” and this somehow disposed all the Natives off their own land. Sharp also looks at colonialism with the idea of spatiality. She shows that power can be exerted from physical structures and the mere presence of the colonial rule can normalize it. For example when European architecture was erected to allow natives to see something new, this allowed the physical arrangement of colonial presence to be normal. 


Regan goes further into detail about British common law, and how native people were pushed into courtrooms to defend their land against colonizers. It was believed that property ownership and land rights were debated over on ‘middle ground’ to make peaceful decisions. However, over time colonial power become too strong in their gaining of native land and transformed the landscape to appropriate the Native people. 


In all three texts they demonstrate the gaining of colonial power over the native people, Sharp shows it as more peaceful, while Regan says the Native people had a chance at the beginning to fight for their land. However colonial power was much too strong to fight. Harris believes it was much more than infrastructures and laws, but a complete take over by colonizers and the native people did not stand a change against colonialism. His argument is very believable, because there must have been much more than infrastructure and laws that caused the native people to be colonized. There must have been force, in the fact that this land was their home and no one would just give away their home without a fight.

Question 2

In the text, Becoming a Fisher Men by Manuel (1974), he describes the functions of DIA (department of Indian Affairs). Their objectives were to stimulate community development amongst aboriginal people. He shows this in his article how through a collective action a community can alter their living conditions. Manuel also enforces the need for social change in order to create a more united and inclusive vision of community.


This is important in this text because these communities have been up-taken by colonialism and suffer from neglect. Manuel refers to this time of development as a time when “ People were becoming excited about involving the so-called underprivileged, underdeveloped and disadvantages peoples in the situation of their own problems” (Manual, 1974, 128). This is really sad, because it is a selfish reason as to why to help those in need. Countries simply helped those in need because it is ‘cool’ to do so, and replicates how colonialism gained momentum. It also proves power and hierarchy, by one place helping a place that is so called underprivileged, simply for the sake of saying the helped. This gives them power over it and placed above it in a hierarchy. An example of this is in Manuel’s story, where the improvement of 1400 peoples living conditions

 And homes were improved. This was a great success, however the government did not follow through because the voters (privilege) lost interest in the cause, and the government no longer had a reason to help. This shows the power the privileged have over the others and the on going battle of colonialism that still exists today. It is as if every program undertaken by the rich and powerful is just a project that is really meant for their own development (economic and/or political). This shadows the idea of colonialism because the colonizers persuaded the Natives that they were trying to improve their lives by colonizing, but they were simple doing do for their own benefit, and never asked if this is what the Natives wanted.


 Sharp writes about the division of the world, which is such an important role in understanding and manipulating control over and how to maintain it. This highlights the writing of Manuel, in the sense that the government has control on whether to focus on development, and manipulated the people/voters to keep that power by providing them with what they think they need. For example the government focused on development because that is what the voters wanted, however when the voters lost interest the government dropped the cause, because it was no longer necessary for them in keeping power. Sharp uses the idea of postcolonial national identity, where the elite native population is trained to take over in the role of hierarchy (the top of the totem pole) and therefore govern the population. Which in the end only normalizes the colonizers initial values of rights and power.

 Development is deeply complicated subject, because it changes depending on people’s perception of it. However when you think of it in a sense of colonial and post colonial, it carries a sense of negativity and exploitation of the west over the rest, and encompasses the ongoing struggle of getting ride of the misconceptions colonial power and rights has brought into this world.

Question 3


The Transcanada short video about the keystone XL pipeline was made using specific imagery and texts meant to persuade the viewer to support the pipeline. The video does this because it is in favor of this project; therefore it highlights positives of the projects but refuses to bring up also many concerns that come with the project. The video uses the colonial logics of the “other”, exploitation and of power, in order persuade the viewer into be for the keystone Xl pipeline.


 The first few scenes in the video are of countries in the middle east, fighting and in wars. The images are of poverty and only depicting negative connotations of these specific places. Then a few second later, the video shows images of the west, which is peaceful, green and depicting the typical Caucasian family. These two extremes plays with the idea of the “other” which was first seen in colonialism, and is a way of placing in a hierarchy. Seeing the east as the “other” compared to the west places them below them in our mind, and therefore the west is better, creating a hierarchy of power. This is a huge misconception based on colonial beliefs and laws, and does not in fact mean one place should be seen as better than the other. The images shown have no context but simply show east in a negative manner and the west as being better. The images of the east are of fire, war, and hate, while the images of the west are of nature and beauty. This shows a dualism being placed in our minds that the west is better because it resembles heaven and tranquility, while the east is worse because it resembles hell and suffering. This just enforces the colonial idea that there is a hierarchy and that anyone compared to the west should be referred to as the “other” and are beneath us, which is a huge misconception created by the colonial values and rights.


 In this video it never speaks of the exploitation the west has placed over the east, and that these wars and battles occurring in their countries may have been caused by the west. The video simply enforces the fact that the west is innocent and the east is to blame for their own problems, never truly acknowledging the west has exploited the east for decades. The video also does not even touch on the subject of whether this pipeline will interfere with Native peoples land, and the exploitation of nature. It simply focuses on the positives, which is the jobs it will give people, but never discusses the negatives, like the thousands of acres of land it will take away from people. There will be so many people effected negatively, like having their land taken away and they will not speak of this, because it does not help with the cause of pushing this project forward. This reflects colonialism because the colonizers exploited the Native people to get what they wanted, and the Native people lost possession of their land because they had no way to fight against the large power of colonialism. Just as now, people against this project are a small minority that do not have the same power as the government to persuade people of the negatives, and the government persuaded the positives on to the people, without giving both sides of the story.


Finally’ this video shows the power the privileged have over the ‘others’. Simply by making this video with all the colonial values in it, there is proof that colonial power still exists. Without power the video would never have been made or released with all its misconceptions of the pros and cons of this project. However, because it was released, it can influence every person who watches it that the keystone pipeline is a good idea based on colonial reason and power behind its making. And unfortunately people are missing information because the people in charge (power) do not want all the information to get out, because that is what benefits them (the power).

Question 4


Fanon believes the colonial society is a “Manichaean”, a society/ world divide in two the good against the bad, the light against dark, an on going battler against dualisms. The division of the population creates a large tension. Therefore Fanon believes for true decolonization to exist the society must be like where ‘the last shall be the first’. However because colonialism was only possible though violence, Fanon believes that violence will be the only way to deconstruct it. As he says “Colonialism is not a machine capable of thinking, a body endowed with reason. It is a naked violence and only gives in when confronted with greater violence” (Fanon, 1961, 23). Decolonization according to Fanon “is the meeting of two forces” (Fanon, 1961, 28) and must include violence because the “exploitation of the native by the settler occurred through the use of bayonets and cannons (Fanon, 1961, 28). Thus if the native became colonized through violence, decolonization can only take place through the use of similar violence.


 According to Fanon there are certain groups that stand in the way of decolonization. The first of which are the political parties. These are people who are somewhat part of the colonial system, and are considered intellectuals. He believes these people stand in the way of decolonization because they look into reforming the colonial system, and not its total removal.  The other groups of people that are in the way of decolonization are colonialist bourgeoisie and nationalist bourgeoisie. These are people who are promoting change, but they would like it to come from compromise and non-violence. According to Fanon these people are working for a cause, but are not getting any results, he believes compromise it “Therapy in hibernation”. The final group of people he speaks of are the peasants, but these people will not stand in the way of decolonization, these are the revolutionary people which will help it come into being, because according to Fanon these are the people that have nothing to lose.


Looking to connect this to modern day, an analysis of violence continues to demonstrate itself in the third world. A world of war and industrialized complexes to profit, from the pain of people on the bottom. Underdeveloped masses were not part of Fanon’s predictions but were a part of his warnings, that the colonizers will always reinvent ways to stay in control no matter the situation. 


I believe Fanon is directing his essay to the common people, to the people in the middle and bottom class, that have no choice but to go with what the people above them are saying. I feel like his essay is a map of changing the world’s point of view, and a cry for help to get the revolution started.  However, it could be written for the people in control, like the colonizers, as a demonstration of the power shift that could occur say the people choose to up-rise, and all the violence that will come from it. I believe this paper shows whoever the reader may be, that this world is very delicate and is influenced very easily, and for that reason alone it is important to treat everyone equally, because you never know when a peasant may start a revolution and knock you off you pedestal, and it is only a sign to the common folk, to not always believe and stand for what the colonial power is saying.

