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Not only important that something happened, but also:
· When it happened
· Timeline: textbook xx-xxiv
· Where it happened
· Maps: textbook 108,206,218

Herodotus: 
	At this point I found myself compelled to express an opinion which I know most people will object to - nevertheless, as I believe it to be true, I shall not suppress it. If the Athenians, through fear of the approaching danger, had abandoned their country or if they had stayed there and submitted to Xerxes, there would have been no attempt to resist the Persians by sea. And in the absence of a Greek fleet, it is easy to see what would have been there course of events on land. However many lines of fortification the Spartans had built across the Isthmus, they would have been deserted by their confederates - not that their allies would have wished to desert them, but they could not have helped doing so, because there one by one they would have fall victim to the Persian naval power. Thus Spartans would have been left alone.
	In view of this, ∴ on is surely right in say that:  
Greece was saved by Athens.
	It was the Athenians who held the balance whichever side they joined was sure to prevail. It was the Athenians too who having chosen that Greece should live and preserve her freedom, roused to battle the other Greek states which had not yet submitted. It was the Athenians who -after God- drove back the Persian king. Not even the terrifying warnings of the Oracle at Delphi could persuade them to abandon Greece. They stood firm and shad the courage to meet the invader.




Aftermath of the Persian war:
480:
Xerxes is defeated on sea and land.
What happens now?
These events did not mark the end of the Persian Empire. 
1) The King is alive. Xerxes  reign until 465/4
2) The empire is intact.
(a) Enormous economic consequences. 
(b) Number of people killed could be replaced and ships could be replaced
(c) Mobilization could continue on a mass scale
(d) People were still paying tribute to the empire; massive amounts of wealth at the palace of Persepolis.  
3) Enormous pressure for the Persians to return. The Persian Empire is still a danger. 

The Greeks realized this danger, what did they do?
· For all those Persians who escaped to Mycale (across the Aegean) had been destroyed
· It happened that on the same day as the Persian defeat at Plataea, they also suffered another defeat in Mycale. For the Greek fleet under the command of Leotichides (Spartan King), Spartans must have regarded this matter seriously, he commanded the Greeks,
· Evidence that Sparta is the leader in Greece  
· What does Leotichides do now?
1) He returned home, taking with him the allies of the Peloponnese.
· BUT, the Athenians, with the allies from Ionia and the Hellespont stayed behind. Driven off course by winds, the Greeks who had set out from Mycale got up to the Hellespont but when they got there they expected to find the bridges still intact and that was the main reason that they went up there was to break the bridges. They found that they had already been demolished when they got up there but the Athenians chose to stay in the area and to attack the Cersenaids. 
· The Peloponnesians went back home while the Athenian’s sailed across and proceeded to the Cestus. They had the strongest fortification in the region. They took the place after the Persians evacuated it. 
· The Athenians had good reason to go home:
· Meanwhile the Athenian people, as soon as their land was free from foreign occupation began to bring their children and wives and what property they had left back. 
· Xerxes had destroyed much of Attica, burnt the Acropolis 
· They also started re-building their city and their fortifications
· For only small portions of their surrounding walls were still standing and most of their houses were in ruins (only a few houses remained intact in which Persian leaders held their headquarters)
· Spartans send embassy to Athens: “I am sorry what has happened to your city… What can we do to help?” 2 reasons why:
1) Chief reason: they were urged on by the allies because they were alarmed
(a) By the sudden growth of Athenian sea power
(i) After the battle of Salamis, the Greeks got together and they had an assessment of the battle to decide who had made the greatest contribution. The Athenians had 170 ships that they contributed. However, the people of Aegina who had made the greatest contribution followed by the Athenians.
(b) By the daring in which the Athenians had shown in the Persian wars.
2) This was partially in reason that they did not like the idea of Athens or any other city being fortified (having walls). 

· Is there total unity after the Persian wars? No. 
· Themistocles (538-462) is the primary person in Athens at this time
· Was a man who showed an unmistakable natural genius
· He could anticipate the future
· He could do precisely the right thing, at precisely the right moment
· The Spartans now had a proposal: 
(a) the Athenians not build their walls
(b) They should join the Spartans in tearing down the rest of the walls in Greece
(c) With one exception: Outside the Peloponnese
· Their reasoning? So that in case of another Persian invasion, the Persians do not have a strong base in which they could operate from like they did in Thebes.
· The Peloponnese was capable of supporting the needs of everyone both as a place of refuge and a place from which to attack.  
· Athens sent them away and said that they would sent their own embassy to them (in Sparta) to discuss it. This is what they decided:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Spartans, I have news for you. The walls are up. We Athenians can now protect our people ourselves. If you or your allies wish in the future to send an embassy to Athens on the subject - by all means. Welcome! But when you do, let it sink in that a new era has dawned. But before you ever set out, be fully prepared to accept that we Athenians are capable of making up our own minds!
