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A.) MARXIST CONFLICT

MARXIST ORIGINS





MAX WEBER

· Weber was the founder of academic sociology in Germany.
· Wrote Economy and Society, The Methodology of the Social Sciences, and The Agrarian Sociology of Ancient Civilizations.
· Economy and Society was where he set out his sociology of law.
· Complex relationship between the economic system, law and religion.
· Ideology conditioned the economy as much as the economy conditioned ideology.
· Inspiration for writing The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. 
· Decline of Catholicism and the rise of Protestantism.
· Protestantism emphasized work and striving, viewed wealth and success as  sign of being blessed.






THREE MAIN TYPES OF DOMINATION

1. Traditional
2. charismatic
3. legal







 










B. PLURALISTIC CONFLICT 

GEORGE VOLD

· Conflict is a normal part of social life.
· Natural for groups to come into conflict as interests and politics clash.
· Social interaction leads to an equilibrium or balance of opposing forces.
· Conflict contributes to society and culture, because it creates group solidarity.





WILLIAM CHAMBLISS

· Criminal label as product of social conflict.
· Modern society creates conflict.
· Conflict creates formal institutions.
· Formal institutions sanction violation of social norms.
· More complex societies actually lead to more rule enforcement.
· Social stratification creates need for dominant groups to enforce norms of conduct.   
· 1964 paper “A Sociological Analysis of the Law of Vagrancy”.
· Emergence of vagrancy laws in England tied to economic factors.
· Main thrust of  vagrancy laws was to force able-bodied people to work.





LAW ORDER AND POWER
· Written by Chambliss and Seidman in 1971.
· Bureaucracy the driving force behind the criminal justice system.
· Bureaucracies had their own interests in mind.
· Police act illegally, often with brutality and complete disregard for due process.
· Symbiotic relationship between law enforcement agencies, white collar criminals and organized crime.
· Law enforcement agencies likely to enforce laws against those where it would have the least effect, while ignoring white collar and organized criminals. 




SHIFTING GEARS:
· Acts defined as criminal, in the interests of the ruling class.
· Ruling class able to violate the laws with impunity.
· Penal law would continue to grow, to help in the control of proletariat.



RICHARD QUINNEY

· Crimes of domination—by ruling class, police, politicians 
· Crimes of accommodation—by working class, to survive 
· Crimes of resistance—rebellion, fighting back against capitalism




CONFLICT CRIMINOLOGY’S CONTRIBUTIONS

· Fields of “Social Problems” and “Critical Constructionism”.
· The way social problems are constructed  and presented to the public reflects the interests of the elite classes.
· Who gets to define problem behavior, and in whose interests?


LEFT REALISM

· Positivists and the other orthodox criminologists concerned only with  individuals officially defined by the state as “deviant”.
· Criminal activities of powerful downplayed; criminal activities of  lower classes emphasized.
· Positivism mostly measures criminalization of lower classes.

CRITIQUE

· Assumption that crime would be abolished under a socialist or communist system.
· Paid little attention to the analysis of social control in societies which have embraced socialism or Marxist ideology.
· In socialist/communist countries, the definition of deviance and crime still remains in the hands of a small, closed ruling class with an exclusive grip on power. 
· Studies show only a slight relationship between crime and social class.
· Increasing number of white collar and corporate criminals being prosecuted.
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