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Overview:
· Social context of subculture theories
· Key subculture components(middle class measuring rod, differential opportunity, focal concerns, culture of violence)
· Social context of labeling
· Key labeling components (primary, secondary, master status)

A) SUBCULTURAL THEORIES

THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF SUBCULTURAL THEORIES

· Emerged during the 1950s.
 
· Relative prosperity, compared to the Great Depression (the Dirty Thirties).

· Relative peace and prosperity, compared to World War II, which lasted from 1939 until 1945.



COHEN





A LOGICAL CONNECTION:

Connection to Merton’s strain theory, and to Chicago School’s concern with inner city slums, social disorganization and delinquent youth gangs.

Connection to Sutherland’s theory of differential association; Cohen saw his work as elaboration on some of unresolved issues regarding transmission of cultural values.






GANG SUBCULTURES

· Gang delinquency most prevalent amongst lower class males.

· Nonutilitarian, malicious and negativistic behaviour.

· Short term hedonism, often causing discomfort to others.


STATUS FRUSTRATION

· Members of lower class unable to achieve social status, because they lacked the means.
· Would come up against middle class standards at school, and find they couldn’t meet them.    




REACTION FORMATION

Cohen viewed delinquent behaviour as a type of reaction formation—a hostile reaction to an adverse environment (i.e., to status frustration).

Also viewed delinquency as a collective solution—the delinquent subculture established new cultural norms, redefined the meaning of status, and set new types of acceptable behaviour or conduct.




CLOWARD AND OHLIN:


DIFFERENTIAL OPPORTUNITY THEORY

· Developed by Cloward and Ohlin.

· Rooted in Merton’s strain theory, differential association and in the Chicago School.

· Cloward was Merton’s student at Columbia; Ohlin was Sutherland’s student, and got his PhD from the University of Chicago.



· Cloward and Ohlin talked about “status discontentment”.

· What sort of illegitimate means are available if individuals lack access to legitimate means through which to achieve culturally valued goals?

· How do delinquents choose one mode of adaptation over the other?

· Cloward and Ohlin described three different illegitimate opportunity structures (or delinquent subcultures) that were  differentially available to would-be delinquents.


1. Criminal subculture 
· found in “organized” slums, as opposed to “disorganized” slums.
· Pre-existing crime network, focused on profit-making.
· Older, more experienced offenders would serve as role models for the younger, wanna-be offenders.


2. Conflict
· Existed in disorganized slums. 
· Discontented youth did not have access to illegitimate oppty structures of the criminal subculture.
· Rebelled against society and middle class values nevertheless.
· Characterized by violence, gang fighting, acting tough. 



3. Retreatist
· Described by the drug subculture.

· Required existence of enough youths who had been double failures.

· Couldn’t obtain status through legitimate means, so used drugs to solve status discontentment.            




OTHER SUBCULTURES…

Miller’s lower-class focal concerns:

Wolfgang & Ferracuti:
 


B) LABELING THEORY 


· Labeling theory emerged in late 1950s and early 1960s.
· Growing concerns about racial discrimination, social inequality and civil rights.
· Emergence of diversion programs aimed at preventing juveniles from being stigmatized and being set on path of crime.
· Concern about the label juvenile delinquent/criminal becoming a “self-fulfilling prophecy”. 




· Labeling theory connected to symbolic interactionism because of discussion about the development of identity, self-image and self-concept.
· Symbolic interactionists felt that favourable and unfavourable responses from others in society would contribute to development of positive or negative self-image. 


PURITANS
· Erikson starts Wayward Puritans with discussion of Durkheim’s views on what is normal and what is pathological in society.
· “Deviance is not a property that is inherent” in a type of behaviour; “it is a property that is conferred upon that behaviour” by other people.


QUAKERS
· Trials in Puritan community in Massachusetts were like morality plays, a ritual encounter between good and evil.
· Puritans took strong dislike to the Quakers (although both were Protestant groups who left Old World in search of religious freedom).




BECKER’S TYPES OF DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR:





EDWIN LEMERT:

1. PRIMARY DEVIANCE
2. SECONDARY DEVIANCE
3. MASTER STATUS
4. RETROSPECTIVE INTERPRETATION
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