[bookmark: _GoBack]SOCIOLOGICAL EXPLANATIONS OF CRIMINAL AND DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR
Week 6: Anomie and Strain Theory

Overview:
· track the origins of anomie / strain theories
· Marx, Durkheim, Merton
· Explain anomie and use it in the context of goals and legitimate means
· Weaknesses / strengths
· Evolution

A) CONTEXT OF CREATION

THE WORLD ACCORDING TO MARX

· Not a sociologist, and didn’t write much about crime. 

· Still most widely cited political philosopher in social sciences as recently as the 1980s.

· Wrote Das Capital and the Communist Manifesto.

· Influential in worker’s movements and ideas re: socialism and communism.



DIALECTICAL/HISTORICAL MATERIALISM

1. Dialectical pairs-polar opposites
2. Depend upon each other for their existence
3. Contradictory (opposing) interests
4. Class struggle leads to change in socio-economic forms


BASIC POSITION OF MARXIST THOUGHT:

“Capitalism is an exploitative and alienating social order in which inequality is institutionalized by an elite ruling class”.

 “State serves the interests of the ruling class”.

The laws are a “mystifying” force, masking the exploitative nature of capitalism.

EMILE DURKHEIM

· Founded sociology at the Sorbonne in Paris.
· Wrote The Rules of Sociological Method and Suicide: A Study in Sociology.
· Wrote “Sociology and Social Facts”, appended to later editions of The Division of Labour in Society.
· Instrumental in establishing and contributing to Annee Sociologique. 
LAW AND THE MORAL ORDER

· Moral order more fundamental than economic order.
· Influence of Saint-Simon, who talked extensively about importance of moral order.
· For Durkheim, law was reflection of moral beliefs/sentiments.
· Moral order or moral consensus would create a unified social order.





SOCIAL SOLIDARITY

Mechanical society:


Organic Society:




INTEGRATION AND REGULATION:


INTEGRATION
· Social forces of attraction
· Social bonds, collective beliefs


REGULATION
· Social forces of restraint
· Laws and social structure




DEFINITION OF “ANOMIE”

Durkheim also coined the term “anomie”, and developed anomie theory. The term anomie can refer to lawlessness or normlessness, unregulated choice or aspirations, or a collapse of social solidarity.
 
Note:  it was never exactly clear—at least not to me—why this highly evolved, wonderful moral order based on organic solidarity would constantly find itself in a state of lawlessness, normlessness and social collapse, but hey, who am I to say? 



EVEN CRIME SERVES A FUNCTION


· Durkheim said a certain amount of crime was normal—found in all societies.
· Crime helped to define/shape collective consciousness.
· Crime and punishment maintained the society’s fundamental values and preserved its moral order.



TALCOTT PARSONS


1. Adaptation = society had to adapt to its environment to obtain certain resources necessary for its survival.
2. Goal attainment = society had to define/ prioritize its goals, and then strive to achieve them.
3. Integration = society had to regulate/ coordinate the inter-relationships of its subsystems.
4. Latency = society had to maintain conforming behaviour by resolving strains, and motivating individuals to conform.



THE FOUR PARTS OF THE SOCIAL SYSTEM

1. Function was to maintain society (help it to survive) and to ensure well-being of its members.
2. Family produces children, teaches them fundamental values (e.g., belief in merits of hard work, regard for property,  respect for others).
3. Schools provide basic knowledge and work skills, and re-enforce fundamental values.
4. Religion supports basic values, provides  spiritual avenue to cope with social and personal problems.
5. Economy allows individuals to work, earn and spend.

A HAPPY BALANCE


MERTON’S ANOMIE AND DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR

· If society is functional, then why do we have problems like social unrest, drug addiction, drop-outs and crime?
· Merton deliberately distanced himself from Freudian or psychological explanations.
· Merton used term “anomie” to describe dysfunction between (or malintegration of) culture and social structure (Legge & Messner, 2010). 


ALSO, IN RESPONSE TO THE WEAKNESSES OF DA, JUST SAYING….


Durkheim = absence of norms results in anomie
Merton = presence of norms results in strain if you can’t keep up
“Goals outweigh your legit means of getting them”

5 possible responses to strain:
· Conformity
· Innovation 
· Ritualism
· Retreatism
· Rebellion 


IS IT A THEORY?
· Structural or strain theory—points to lack of institutional means to achieve culturally valued goals.
· Process theory—describes process through which individuals/subgroups become delinquent.
· Bridging theory—attempts to bring elements of structure and process together.
· Consensus theory—assumes that most of us aspire to middle class standards/ values, and those who don’t are delinquent.

OTHER PROBLEMS?

INSTITUTIONAL ANOMIE
· Unregulated goals and means (deregulated capitalist economy) without moral regulation (e.g., the CJS, political oversight).
 
· Pursuit of monetary goals at all costs; ends justify the means.
· Devaluation of institutional balance of power (e.g., between economic institutions and political, educational family and religious institutions).   
· Leads to corporate crime, white collar crime, employee theft, etc.  
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