Classical Mythology – 2200
                                                           Midterm 1
September 8 
Gilgamesh - 4th Century BC
- Samarian hero, from Mesopotamia area
- hero who is a King in Mesopotamia
- tamer of culture/wild things – stands on two lions holding two lion type creatures /w wings
 
Heracles – 510 BC
- Heracles can be recognized by his outfit which he wears which is a lion skin
- which recognizes him as a tamer of culture
- on the vase he is shown holding a deer, which he was commanded to bring
- the other woman in the picture is Athena, who is a helper of heroes who tame nature
- Athena is shown with a shield at her feet, and is covered in snakes
 
Achillse
- a force of nature himself
- superior force when he goes in battle by the act of revenge
 
Achilles – 5th Century BC
- Achilles is shown as a black man, and a woman is shown as white (usual colour for women)
 
Odysseus
- shown as a man hanging underneath the ram
- escapes from the cave of Cyclops by holding onto the ram and riding it
- tamer of wild things, but not by force, but using his intelligence
 
Penelope – 430 BC
- the picture shows that she is modest, since she is wearing a robe
- in the picture she is weaving, making a textile
- she is also talking to her son
 
Polyxena
- is shown as a woman wrapped in bandages and being carried by men
- she is a sacrificial maiden, which represents tragedy
 
Medea
- is a woman riding in a chariot, pulled by dragons
- there are dead bodies in a picture
- this shows the dark side of a woman
- she is also a producer of children
 
 
Oedipus – 450-440 BC
- killed father and married mother
- he killed a monster (Sphinx) that was killing the whole town, by solving a riddle and if anyone got it wrong the Sphinx ate them, which means he represents intellectual pride
 
Aeneas – 470-460 BC
- represents the duty that one owes to his parents
 
Orpheus – Corot, 1861
- holds an instrument which shows how he used the power of literature to bring back his wife from the underworld
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Myth – traditional narrative that is handed down through time and a geographical region, a story with a certain amount of plot, orally transmitted, original author unknown, a myth is flexible, it’s not just one story that’s correct, there can be several myths that are different
 
A way to understand the unknown, the inexplicable, the mysterious
Reinforces and reflects cultural values, desires and fears
 
Types of Myth
 
Divine Myth – e.g. Birth of Athena
- Stories where the main characters are gods/divine beings
- Athene is born out of the head of Zeus
- Athene already had a shield and spear when she was born
- Axe of Hephaestus, god of fire and metalcraft, who splits Zeus’ head open to help Athena be born
- Divine myths have to do with natural phenomenon, e.g. lightning, rain, hurricanes
- Majority of the characters are gods
 
Legend – e.g. Trojan War
- is a saga
- the cause of the Trojan is because of Helen who leaves her husband
- Helen is running to an altar, that way Menelaus would be constrict since it is a sin to kill someone on an altar
- human beings are the main characters in a legend
- they are usually highborn, they have royal blood in them
- tell things that happened in the lost past, corresponds to history
 
Folktale – Odysseus blinding Cyclops
- a human holding a pole and driving it into the eye of the Cyclops
- characters are human beings who usually are not aristocratic/highborn
- Odysseus is a king of Ithaca, but Ithaca is the poorest of the big cities
- main characters are usually a human being and uses his whit to make way in society
 
Fable
- main characters are animals, animals with human characteristics, animals that can talk
- purpose of a fable is to teach a lesson
- the fox flatters the crow and the crow eventually gives up the cheese
 
Types of Evidence
 
Texts – e.g. Papyrus fragment
- could be 1st Century BC, they are really torn
- are put together at right angles and then pressed together to form a paper which can be written on; a list, story
- they would write left to right, then right to left, then start at the left and back to right
- letters are all capital
- many steps are needed to translate it and get it to where we can read it
 
Vase Painting – e.g. red-figure amphora, 520 BC
- Heracles is presenting a 3 headed dogs (Cerberus) with snakes around their heads, who is supposed to be guarding the Gates to Hades
 
e.g. Wine Bowl (crater) 530 BC
- has a huge ship on it and the mast is being transformed into a grape vine
- there are dolphins around the ship
 
Archaeological Sites – e.g. Lions’ Gate, Mycenae
- a city that used to be involved in warfare
 
e.g. Apollo’s Temple, Delphi
- people used to ask the oracle a lot of questions, people thought they could get information from the Gods, they used to bring a lot of offerings
- there was a large amphitheatre where lots of plays were told
 
Relief Sculpture – e.g. Ludovisi Throne (460 BC), Birth of Aphrodite
- some stories say she was born out of the sea, this tells us what an ideal woman is supposed to be
- is it better to have a golden tan to show that you can go to rich resorts, or pale skin to show that you don’t have to work in the fields
 
Sculpture – e.g. Hermes and Dionysus, 340 BC
- Hermes is holding his baby brother, which shows the ideal male
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Painting – e.g. Villa of Venus, Pompeii, 1st century AD
- lying on a half shell, Cupid is standing beside her
 
Mosaics – e.g. Theseus and the Minotaur, Roman, 4th century AD
- the outside of it looks like a labyrinth pattern, and inside is Theseus confronting the Minotaur
 
Funerary Objects – e.g. Mycenaean “Mask of Agamemnon”
- this mask is said to be predate the period of the Trojan war and could not be Agamemnon
- they were buried, so they were preserved better
 
 
 
Everyday Objects – e.g. Etruscan Mirror
- hand mirrors of Etruscan period, people that lived in Italy; the decoration on the back is a scene of a half-man, half-goat
 
Coins – a coin from Athens on which Athena is on one side, and on the other is an Owl with an olive leaf which represents Athena and there are 3 letters, Alpha, Theta, Epsilon, which are the letters of Athena
 
Major Periods of Greek History
 
The Ancient Greek World – Peninsula – almost an island
- Argos – the Peloponnese region where a lot of the important things happen
 
Minoan (ca. 3000-1400 BC)
- based on island of Crete
- Non-Indoeuropean (therefore non-Greek)
- open palace complexes without fortification (e.g. Knossos), had rooms with light wells and exquisite paintings; did not fear that someone would attack try to attack them
- naval domination, were aggressive and felt secure because of their navy, caused them to have open structures
- sophisticated arts and engineering
- female figurines, bull imagery, double-axe (labrys)
- named after a mythological figure, Minoans
- Palace at Knossos – don’t have great monumental walls
- Minoan “Snake Goddess” – she is holding snakes, a tamer of wild things, a cat on top of her head
- in Minoan culture it is a theory that it was a woman ruler
- Bull Fresco at Knossos – on the wall in the palace, a person taking the bull by the horns, looks like they are performing some kind of acrobatic act, was it a sacrifice or what, it is not sure
- it was said that the Minoans controlled an settlement called Thera on an island with a volcano which eventually erupted and wiped out this village; it was said that the legendary city Atlantis, an advanced civilization which could have been Thera
- the Minoan might have disappeared after a disaster wiped out their fleet and enabled a mainland invasion
 
Mycenaean (ca. 1650-1150 BC)
- named after Mycenae
- Indoeuropean (Greek-speaking)
- fortress palaces on hill-tops (e.g. Mycenae), heavily fortified
- aristocratic social hierarchy
- absorption of some elements of Minoan culture
- linear B – the writing which is hard to decipher but it was
- reason for decline obscure
- information usually written down of such things as sacrifices for the gods
- Mycenae, Lions’ Gate
- Linear B Script – in their scripts there are mentions of Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Artemis, Hermes, and Ares
 
“Dark Ages”/ Iron Ages (1100 – 800 BC)
- decline in population
- absence of literacy
- economic decline
- poor quality of artifacts
- waves of emigration to Asia Minor
- scarcity of evidence
 
Archaic (800-480 BC)
- rise in trade and travel
- Phoenician alphabet adopted -> literacy, doesn’t mean something was correct but that’s what was written down so it is the one that exists
- Homer, Hesiod and lyric poetry
- growing interest in science
- growth of city-states
- Olympics games 776 BC (Panhellenic – idea of a Greek nation, people uniting, Panhellenic means a Greek nation)
- democracy established in Athens 510 BC
- Persian wars
- sculpture influenced by Egypt
- exchange of culture
- war between Greeks and the Persians, the Greeks defeat the Persians
- Kroisos, Archaic ‘kouros’ (530 BC)
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Classical (480-323 BC)
- Athenian dominance in Greek confederacy
- Empire based on naval strength
- Pericles – an aristocrat that persuaded to use the wealth to make the city more beautiful
- flowering of art, drama, architecture, education
- Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Plato
- evolving democracy
- Peloponnesian Wars 431-404 BC, war between Athens and her allies against Sparta and her allies, Athens was eventually defeated
- Alexander the Great 356-323 BC
- the Athenian found silver, and a man suggested to put this wealth into a navy which was key in defeating the Persians; the Athenians from then had a navy
- Athens became the cultural center in the Greek world
 
Theater at Epidaurus
- had a round center (an orchestra) which meant a dancing place
- could seat many people since it was round, and almost everyone went; it was like a festival
 
Parthenon
- built on the acropolis, the high part of the city
- built for Athena
 
Parthenon Metope
- on the face of the Parthenon it had figures of different events
- an idealized man in conflict with a centaur, a wild man, it represents culture versus savagery
Hellenistic (323-146 BC)
- successors of Alexander the Great rule vast areas around the Mediterranean and Near East, Egypt
- Cosmopolitan culture, centers of learning, e.g. Athens, Alexandria
- Rome conquers Greece 146 BC
- Greek was considered to be the language of high culture
 
                                                                        A Near-Eastern Hero – Gilgamesh
 
Mesopotamia to 2500 BC (pg. 22 in Dalley)
Meso – between    Potamia – rivers
- is now modern day Iraq
- Gilgamesh was the king of Uruk
- flood plain “Between the Rivers” Tigris and Euphrates
- Mesopotamia people by Sumerians ca 2800-2500 BC (Later by Akkadians and others)
- Gilgamesh listed as king of Uruk (5th after ‘flood’) ca 2800 – 2500 BC
- Gilgamesh and other stories written as early as 2150 BC
- surviving text from 12 Akkadian tablets ca. 700 BC, the ones we actually use in modern day
- oldest hero that is listed in literature
 
Reconstruction of Ziggurat at Ur, ca. 2100 BC
- sort of a stairway to heaven, since you try to get as close to the gods as possible
 
Cuneiform (‘wedge-shaped’) Writing
- it’s not Greek
 
Cuneiform Clay Tablet Gilgamesh, ca 700 BC
 
Epic of Gilgamesh
- Legend
- human hero with divine qualities
- a story of nature in conflict with culture - he goes out into nature to conquer it
- shadow side
- friendship (double), he has a friend who is like a double, Enkidu
- quest, a quest for immortality
- divine helpers/enemies
- had a mortal father but his mother was a goddess
- immortality
- transformation, after he comes back to Uruk, he is a completely different man with different knowledge
 
Humbaba/Huwawa (clay mask ca. 1800 BC)
- a face made of intestines
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Gilgamesh the Hero
- Son of Lugalbanda (king of Uruk before Gilgamesh)
- Son of Ninsun (goddess)
- 2/3 divine, 1/3 mortal
 
Sumerian Gods
- Anu: sky, male associated with the sky
- Ishtar: fertility, love, war
- Aruru: mother, earth
- Ellil: breath, wind??, a divine council
- Shamash: sun
- Ea: water, wisdom
 
Reading
- the words in brackets are not directly from the tablet but from the editor
- we find out that he is a guy who finds things out
- has broad experiences, travels widely, and gains a lot of knowledge that is not known to other humans
- Gilgamesh
- named and unknown qualities about him
                  - Eanna Ziggurat – Gilgamesh credited with building this ziggurat
                  - Gilgamesh went through a lot of suffering
                  - superior to all other Kings
                  - Gilgamesh is an uncontrollable force, he is valuable because he is superior; he is a raging
floodway
- he made the world accessible, he opened up passageways; he did it when he was searching for
eternal life
- reached the Noah figure who survived the flood; Ut-napishtim
- walked around in a sheep full
- nobody could beat Gilgamesh in battle; young men of Uruk became frustrated
- Gilgamesh harassed young men and women of Uruk; these people complain to the gods
- the Gods hear the prayer and call Aruru to create somebody who is a rival to Gilgamesh
- she takes a piece of clay (pg. 52) from herself, she is mother earth and creates a man
- the man is hairy and shaggy
- hunter wants to hunt animals but Enkidu sets these animals free; so the hunter goes to his father and his father tells him to go to Gilgamesh; Gilgamesh tells him to get a woman (Shamhat) and have her reveal herself to Enkidu to separate Enkidu from the nature
- Harlot, whore, prostitute who has mostly negative connotation; but she is like an agent of Ishtar
 - Enkidu comes down and was aroused for 6 days and 7 nights and he empties himself in her; this way Enkidu loses his connections to the nature and the hunter can hunt the animals
- he gains wisdom and judgement, but loses his natural touch
- similar to fall of man – Eve tempts Adam to eat an apple
- Enkidu can no longer live in the wild; not strong enough for the animals
- Gilgamesh dreams about Enkidu; that a lightning bolt of Anu falls out of the sky and onto him but its too heavy for Gilgamesh to lift, a copper axe falls also and his mother explains to him that he will have a friend who he will love as a wife
-  Gilgamesh told this to Ninsun(his mom), Ninsun to Shamhat and she to Enkidu
- Gilgamesh and Enkidu have a big wrestling match; Gilgamesh tries to take the virginity of the girls who are about to get married but Enkidu blocked the doorway to the girl’s house, so they fought
- both of them fall down and weep; because they are equal
 
Humbaba/Huwawa
- Humbaba is a protector of the pine forest and this is the first adventure which Gilgamesh and Enkidu go on to kill Humbaba; to gain accessibility to this pine forest
- there will be glory and fame for Gilgamesh and Enkidu if they kill Humbaba
- Gilgamesh’s mother makes herself beautiful to go to Shamash and makes an offering to Shamash; Shamash becomes a very powerful ally to Gilgamesh during this journey
- Ninsun (Gilgamesh’s mother) adopts Enkidu and Enkidu becomes Gilgamesh’s double
- Page 66 – Gilgamesh has three journeys/dreams – Enkidu is too scared to encounter Humbaba but Gilgamesh gives a motivational speech and they go together
- to insult Enkidu, Humbaba tells him he doesn’t even know who his father is
- Gilgamesh is scared and preys to Shamash; the South, North, East, West, Moaning and other types of winds get involved and help Gilgamesh and Enkidu battle Humbaba
- Gilgamesh and Humbaba defeated Humbaba; Humbaba begs Gilgamesh and tries to make a deal; Enkidu tells Gilgamesh to not listen to him, and Gilgamesh kills Humbaba
- but Humbaba lays a curse on them that neither of them will become old men
- Gilgamesh gets dressed and cleans up and the goddess of love (Ishtar) attracts to Gilgamesh, but Gilgamesh refuses her
- Gilgamesh describes Ishtar’s previous lovers; all of them suffered
- Ishtar goes to her dad, Anu, the sky god, and asks for the bull of heaven for revenge; she says if he doesn’t she is going to open the gates of the Underworld, represents a chaotic image of natural order
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Gilgamesh and Enkidu Slay the Bull of Heaven (7th C. BC)
- 2nd monster Gilgamesh and Enkidu battle
- Enkidu leaps and holds the Bull of Heaven and Gilgamesh slays it
- the Bull of Heaven has wings and is a supernatural creature; has a human face
- they slay it and offer it to the god Shamash
- Enkidu pulls out the shoulder of the Bull of Heaven and slaps Ishtar in the face
- Ishtar complains to the council about Enkidu and how he slapped her, so the gods sentence Enkidu to death
- Enkidu realizes this (Page 86)
- the harlot who gave Gilgamesh all the clothing and introduced him to his brother
- Gilgamesh will lay your body on a beautiful bed and make sure that people respect you
- Gilgamesh is going to leave the city and go live the in the wild and wear animal skin; opposite of what Enkidu did
- Enkidu has a dream of the underworld; sees how it is a place where you go once you die, and you can’t go back; Enkidu will be going to the underworld
- Gilgamesh ripped out his hair; he is leaving his human nature behind and going into an animal state
- Gilgamesh realizes after the death of Enkidu that he is a mortal and that will happen to him also; this is a big deal for him because he is 2/3 immortal
- this is when Gilgamesh beings his quest; Ut-napishtim is the only person to have known to be immortal and he lives in a place which is inaccessible and guarded by scorpion men
- it’s like the scorpion men are guarding the place where the sun sets and rises, the mountain Mashu
- the scorpion men tell him that it gets just too dark; it’s like he is facing death since this journey goes through a mountain (Mashu) which goes through the ground
- he eventually comes out into sunlight; sort of a heaven like place
- before Gilgamesh reaches Ut-napishtim, he sees an ale house with a woman in it (Ut-napishtim wife); she asks why he is so dirty; he says his friend faced the mortal dilemma and died
- Gilgamesh said he didn’t bury him for a week and he waited until a worm falls out of Enkidu’s nose
- she (Siduri) says he still has to cross a sea and they are ‘lethal’ waters; she says Shamash (sun) is the only one to pass it
- she says there is a guy Ur-shanabi, who has a boat and Gilgamesh goes to Ur-shanabi and smashes all the things of stone and Ur-shanabi tells him he can’t help him because he smashed all the stone
- Ur-shanabi tells Gilgamesh he needs to get 300 poles that are 30 meters long
- he tells him he needs to use a pole and leave it because you can’t touch the water twice
- even though the gods set a limit to their life, they don’t set a limit to their death
- Ut-napishtim is sharing the knowledge of immortal life
- Ea tells Ut-napishtim that there is going to be a flood and warns him of the flood and tells him to leave all his things behind; eventually Ut-napishtim finds a place where to land after he sends several birds to scout for land and only the raven doesn’t come back
- even the gods were scared of what they had done, of unleashing the flood
- when he lands he sacrifices animals to the gods
- not all people are bad and Ellil is persuaded by Ea, and Ellil went down and made Ut-napishtim immortal
- Ut-napishtim tells Gilgamesh he must not sleep for 6 days and 7 nights, but Gilgamesh sleeps for 7 days straight; Ut-napishtim’s wife made a loaf of bread each day he slept and she made 7 loaves and the earlier breads decayed
- Gilgamesh comes back and cleans up and is renewed
- Ut-napishtim’s wife tells Gilgamesh that there is a plant that gives you rejuvenation
- Gilgamesh ties stones to his feet and goes to the bottom of the lake and gets this plant and goes back to an old man and sees how it works
- Gilgamesh goes to this lake to wash up on the way back and a snake comes by and steals this plant and the snake sheds its old skin and becomes young
- Gilgamesh has been to places other people haven’t been; talked to people no one else talked to; and seen things no one else has
- he writes these things down and this is a way of Gilgamesh sort of gaining immortality since people will remember him for these things
- Ea gives Gilgamesh an answer on how he can get Enkidu back from the underworld
- this is a way of Gilgamesh conquering the underworld
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Greek Myth: Creation and Evolution of the Universe
 
Hesiod’s Theogony
 
Hesiod (ca. 700BC)
- a farmer and poet from the region of Boeotia (Boeotia is cowland)
- Theogony
- Works and Days
 
Theogony
- Theo + gone = “birth of gods”
     - (compare ‘genesis’)
- Cosmogony: birth of the world-order (cosmos)
- Divine Dynastic succession: stories about gods overthrowing other gods
- Elaborate Hymn to Zeus – a glorification of Zeus as the final king among the gods, a patriarch
- Oral epic tradition
- near Eastern influence (e.g. Enuma Elish or Epic of Creation)
Ancient Greek Idea of the Universe (p. 63)
- Tartarus – the worst of the worst people go here, it’s even below Hades
 
Features of the Greek Oral Epic Tradition
- dactylic hexameter (meter of Greek oral epic)
- repetition
- formulae and epithets (formula of a piece that fits into the meter; e.g. a hero putting on his armour: an epithet is a title given to a hero; such as Poseidon the Earth shaker)
- ring-composition ( the story teller goes away from a story and then comes back to it)
- catalogues (long list of names, places, features)
- invocation of Muses or other god (
 
Muses
Zeus + Mnemosyne (Memory)
 
  
 
 
     Nine Muses
 
- Muses live on Mount Helikon
- the muses played a lyre (a harp sort of instrument)
- the muses sing and dance for Zeus and the gods about the gods
 
Gustave Moreau, 1860, Hesiod and the Muses
- the Muses address Hesiod (a shepherd)
- Muses give him a branch Loral and they inspire (breath) into him to sing about the Gods, but about the Muses first and last
- the Muses grant kings the ability to speak kindly
 
The Beginning (lines 116 ff)
- First only Chaos (the Abyss) (Chaos means emptiness and is capitalized since it is considered an entity)
- then Gaia (Earth) with a goddess recognized as a goddess in human form, Tartaros, Eros (Desire) in the universe since day one
- Gaia produces Ouranos (Sky, Heaven), Mountains and Sea by asexual reproduction; also with Ouranos she bore Ocean
- Mating with Ouranos (her son), she produces the 12 Titans, the 3 Cyclopes and the 3 Hundred-Handed one
- Ouranos does not allow them to be born; he stuffs them back into the Earth
 
Second Generation (Titans)
- Gaia makes a plan
- Kronos (the youngest one) castrates and overthrows his father Ouranos
- Gaia makes a sickle using her metal and gives it to Kronos so when Ouranos comes for love, Kronos takes the sickle and castrates Ouranos
- Birth of Furies, Giants and Aphrodite
- when Ouranos’ gentiles fly over the land they spill blood and the Furies, Giants and Aphrodite are born
- Furies are the kind of law incase you ever kill your father the Furies will come after you
- Aphrodite is born from the foam of the sea
- Eros became her follower and attendant
- erotic love is connected with love but also with destructive things
 
Third Generation
- Kronos and his sister Rheia mate, produce 6 Olympians:
     - Hestia, Demeter, gold-sandalled Hera, underworld lord Hades, Earth-shaker Poseidon, Zeus
- Kronos swallows the children because he heard a prophecy of one of the kids overthrowing him
- Rheia tricks Kronos and hides baby Zeus in a cave on Crete; Zeus grows up with nymphs taking care of him
- she gives Kronos a stone in swaddling clothes
- Zeus grows up and overthrows his father, tricking him into vomiting up his siblings
- the stone (omphalos) is placed at Pytho (Delphi); omphalos means navel of the Earth
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Zeus Establishes His Rule
- frees Cyclopes and Hundred-Handed ones, who were imprisoned by Ouranos
- Cyclopes give Zeus lightning-bolts
- Punishment of Prometheus and eventual glorification of Herakles
- Titanomachy (Battle with Titans) – Zeus gets the help of the hundred-handed ones and Cyclopes
- Gaia mates with Tartaros and gives birth to Typhoios
- Typonomachy (Battle with Typhoios)
- as king of immortals, Zeus distributes roles and privileges
- Zeus uses his force to beat the Titans
- Zeus sends the Titans under the Earth to Tartaros and imprisons them
- it is said if you dropped an anvil it would drop for 9 days and 9 nights and on the 10th it would land in Tartaros, where the Titans are concealed
- Iapetos whose son is Atlas, holds up the Earth, where Night and Day greet each other
- Styx – river that flows through the underworld; the river is the water upon which the gods swear their oaths
- if the gods break their promise after they swear on their river, the god then lies a full year breathless and speechless and it is like he is dead
- after they wake up the gods still have to spend 9 years in exile
- Typhoios has the body of a dragon; child of Tartaros and Aphrodite
- during the battle of Typhoios and Zeus, the other gods all run scare; and the world would have been horrible if Typhoios won, if Zeus had not noticed (the father of the gods, Zeus is a patriarch)
- Typhoios is defeated and sent to Tartaros; from Typhoios come damp monsoons
 
Dynastic Succession
 
1st generation: Ouranos (Sky), son of Gaia and mates with her, and Gaia (Earth)
 
2nd generation: Kronos and Rheia, Rheia is an Earth mother figure even though she is a Titan, and uses a trick to overthrow Kronos
 
3rd generation: Zeus and Hera, Zeus’ sister
                  1st generation Olympians
 
4th generation: Children of Zeus, they do not overthrow their father, the 1st break in the pattern
                  2nd generation Olympians
 
 
- Zeus is one of the most promiscuous figure in Greek history
- it is said if you marry a person you get their qualities such as justice and that way the more offspring Zeus has, the more power he has and shows that he is more in charge of the other gods
- Zeus deals out the privileges and rights since he is king
 
The Divine Wives and Children of Zeus
 
- Metis, first wife, she is a woman whose name means cunning intelligence; he tricks his wife instead of her tricking him; she is swallowed be Zeus, who then produces Athena from his head; Zeus received a prophecy from Gaia and Ouranos that Metis, if she had a son, would overthrow him
- this was an effective method
- Themis (Seasons, Justice, Fates); Themis means what is divinely right in the universe
- Eurynome (Graces); Eurynome means broadly running or law, Graces are goddesses that bring delight to the world
- Demeter (Persephone who is stolen by Hades); Demeter is his sister; her name means mother figure also
- Mnemosyne (Nine Muses)
 
- Leto (Apollo and Artemis); Leto is offspring of the Titans, gives birth to twins
- Hera (shield-piercing Ares, Hebe, Eileithyia); Hera is his sister, and she gives birth to the god of war; Hera is his wife from then on
                  - Hera produces Hephaistos asexually; since she is mad at Zeus
- Hephaistos is a technology god but Hephaistos is a labourer and works; Hephaistos is deformed and imperfect
- this means Zeus can give birth asexually but Hera cannot match Zeus and cannot give birth asexually; even though Hephaistos came first and he is subordinate to both Zeus and Hera
- Maia (Hermes, the Immortals’ herald, quicksilver messenger)
- Semele* (Dionysus); Semele is a princess but not a goddess; she gave birth a god and they both became gods
- Gaia gives birth asexually at the beginning but now it’s Zeus giving birth asexually, even though Zeus swallowed Metis
- Athena represents strategy since she is from Zeus’ head
- Athena only has allegiance to Zeus because she does not have a mother; but because Athena is a daughter and not a son, she poses no threat to Zeus
- Athena was born as a daughter but she has masculine attributes of being born in full armour; Athena also never marries
- the birth of Athena is a famous vase painting theme
 
 
 
The Fourth Generation (Second-Generation Olympians)
 
- Athena
- Persephone
- Apollo
- Artemis
- Ares
- Hephaistos
- Hermes
- Dionysus
- Gaia who can reproduce asexually but a lot of the children born are bad/evil; now Zeus who can give birth asexually to children who bring order and are good
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Prometheus, Pandora and the Decline of Humanity
 
Prometheus and Pandora
Hesiod tells this story twice:
- Theogony lines 289-400
- Works and Days 58-128
 
Theogony 289-400
- Iapetos (a titan) and Clymene (a titan’s daughter) have four sons:
                  - Atlas, Menoitios, Prometheus (he has a shifty/shimmering mind), Epimetheus (witless)
- all offend Zeus and he punishes them
- What do their fates illustrate?
 
Atlas and Prometheus
- Atlas holding up the world; Prometheus is tied up to a pillar and an eagle is eating out his liver, and everything the eagle ate is grown back overnight
- everything that Prometheus has to endure is over when Herakles comes and shoots the bird
- Heracles eventually ends this who is the son of Zeus which shows that Zeus has control over things
 
Prometheus and Zeus
- Prometheus’ name means ‘forethought’; thinking ahead and indicates he is smart
                  - Compare Metis
- Epimetheus means thinking afterward
- 1st offence: the division of the sacrifice at Mekone (Theogony 317-331)
- Mekone is a feast which includes both gods and humans
- Feast including gods and mortal men
- Prometheus divides the sacrificial meat; half goes to gods, half to humans
- he tries to trick Zeus and favour humans by disguising the portions and inviting Zeus to choose between them; he makes the big part look unattractive and makes the small part look attractive by putting oils on them
- Zeus recognized the fraud and Zeus picks the attractive package which had nothing to eat on it
 
 
A Problem with the Story
- Lines 331-340
- Zeus sees through Prometheus’ trick
- nevertheless he chooses the poorer portion and then gets angry; why is this
 
Greek Sacrificial Practice
- Greeks made sacrifices to the gods in return for their favour
- an animal was slain at an altar by a priest
- the animal was then butchered into small pieces
- the bones were wrapped in fat and burned on the altar so that the smoke rose up to the gods
- the meat was cooked on spits and divided among the people
- the meal at Mekone is the first sacrificial feast
     - Aitiological myth
 
Hierarchy
 
Hierarchy established at Mekone:
- Gods (consume only nectar and ambrosia)
     - receive smoke of human sacrifice
- Humans (consume cooked meat of animals)
     - at sacrificial feast
- Animals (consume raw food)
     - are sacrificial victims
 
Alienation of Gods and Humans
 
- The feast at Mekone is one of several stories about the final occasion of commensality (sharing) between gods and men
- Zeus decides to withhold fire from the humans; a technology used for metal, food, building
- Prometheus steals fire in a hollow fennel stalk, and disguises it and gives it to humans
- Prometheus makes good things look bad and bad things look good; he disguises things
- Prometheus is bound and tortured
- Zeus has a different punishment for humans
 
Pandora
- Zeus directs the creation of the first woman
- In Theogony, who are her creators? – Hephaistos, Athena
- What is she made of? – She is made of clay
- What is her nature?
- In what way is she bad for men?
- Pandora was made by Hephaistos (Lame-god) since he is god of technology, he also made a tiara
- Athena adored Pandora since Athena is also a god of technology she gave her a veil and golden tiara which Hephaistos made himself
 
 
 
Creation of Pandora (p. 113)
- women are like bees who stay in the hive and do nothing and wait for the male bees to come back and bring back the honey so they can eat it
- Cupid is in the picture to represent the desire for Pandora and women
- Zeus decides that if you don’t get married you might be rich and you might not have a son to look after you at old age; so all your belongings will be distributed when you die
- but if you do get married you have a life which is balanced between good and evil
- Page 97: There is no way to get around the mind of Zeus
 
October 8
 
Hesiod’s Works and Days
- addressed to Hesiod’s brother Perses (pg. 129); he is trying to teach his brother some kind of lesson
- Pessimistic poem: the decline of the human race
- Two different accounts for decline:
     - Prometheus and Pandora (brings evil into the world)
     - Five ages of humankind
- Hesiod is trying to tell Perses to stop fighting over their land since it is using up money and resources
 
Eris (Strife) : lines 21-49
- two kinds of Strife
- Good kind (good competition and rivalry) – ex. Olympic games, neighbour sees his neighbour get rich and tries to do the same
     - increases wealth
- Bad kind (wars, quarrels and lawsuits)
     - consumes wealth
- Hesiod advises his brother to leave the bad kind alone and turn to the good kind
 
Why Humans Must Work (57-124)
- Prometheus stole fire for humans
- Zeus gave them evil in exchange for the good (fire); Zeus hid the secret of how to make a living
- Hephaistos makes a woman from clay
- Many gods give her gifts
     - (pan-dora = ‘all-gifts’)
     - Hermes gives her a bitchy mind and cheating heart
     - Aphrodite spilled grace on her head, and painful desire and knee-weakening anguish
     - Graces, persuasion, seasons and more are all attributes she gets
- she becomes Epimetheus’ bride (103-110); the first mortal marriage, he doesn’t think of it before but thinks about it after marriage
- Pandora has a jar (114-124); Pandora causes the troubles when she releases them from the jar, except for hope, which is left in the jar
 
Clay pithos (a big storage jar) from Knossos
- beautiful and curvy on the outside, hollow on the inside and consumes the products of human labour
- similar to Pandora
 
 
 
Pandora’s Adornment (p. 111)
- before marriage, the husband would not see the face of the wife and only during marriage would the wife lift the veil from her face
- Epimetheus’ and Pandora’s gaze is locked
- Epimetheus is holding Pandora’s wrist
- the hope that Pandora has in her jar could represent the hope that exists when you have sons and they look after you
- the whole moral story is that Zeus has control of everything
 
 
A Significant Story
- First sacrifice
- Alienation of gods and humans
- Hierarchy of being (gods, mortals, animals)
- Use of fire (technology)
- First woman
- Introduction of evil; similar to Adam and Eve since Adam lives in the garden and then gods create a companion (Eve) and then they get banned from the garden
- Need to work for a living
 
Hesiod’s Five Ages (129-234)
Golden Age
Silver Age
Bronze Age
Age of Heroes
Iron Age
 
Golden Age (129-147) – Under Kronos’ rule
- Age of Kronos (Saturn); it was better during the age of Kronos and then slowly got worse
- No work, grief, old age
- Easy death, no pain, just die in your sleep
- Land brought forth food spontaneously
- Peace and prosperity
- Now spirits roam the land dispensing justice; there was no need for Hades since the spirits dispersed justice
 
Silver Age (148-160) – All from then on under Zeus’ rule
- 100-year infancy with mother
- Witless, painful adulthood
- Hurt each other
- Godless (no sacrifices or service to gods)
- Zeus got angry and destroyed them
 
Bronze Age (161-177) 
- Not to be confused with historical period
- Made them from ash trees
- Monstrous, heavy, war-loving
- Ate no food
- Strong and wild
- Everything made of bronze
- Killed each other off
- They are in Hades, forgotten
 
Age of Heroes (178-198)
- Before Hesiod’s age
- Also called Demigods
- Just and noble
- Died in battles commemorated in myths
- Enjoy afterlife in Isles of the Blest
- 3 harvest seasons/year for them there
 
Iron Age (199-234)
- Hesiod’s contemporaries
- Full of troubles
- An age where humans will fight each other
- Prediction of destruction when:
     - Children are born grey-haired
     - Fathers fight with sons, hosts with guests, brothers with brothers
     - Zeus is the one who guarded the values of hospitality and if you break these values Zeus
     will punish you; people who broke these oaths will be considered above the law
     - Children dishonour parents
     - No justice
     - War
     - Oath-breaking, violence, envy
     - Shame and Nemesis will leave the earth; two beautiful goddesses no longer will be supported
 
Hesiod
Theogony
- Divine myth
- Evolution of improving world-under, culminating in Zeus as established ruler
 
Works and Days
- Human history
- Deterioration of human life
 
Deucalion and Pyrrha
- Story in Ovid, Metamorphoses (Roman, 1st C AD)
- Pandora and Epimetheus produce Pyrrha
- Prometheus has a son Deucalion
- These two marry and grow old together
- Because of their virtue, they are the sole survivors of a flood sent by Zeus (Jove)
- They repopulate the earth on instructions of oracle of goddess Themis
- They are old when the leave the ship after the flood and so they leave the ship to find the Oracle who tells them they have to throw the corpses of their mother over their shoulder
- Deucalion realizes their mother is Earth and her corpses are stones, so they walk along the Earth and throw rocks over their shoulders and children are born, a race born from stone
                                                                        Classical Mythology - Midterm 2
 
October 20
 
Prometheus at Athens – Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound
 
Athenian Drama – illustration of a comic scene
- A comic/funny performance
- Has two guys in suits such as chickens or birds and they have suits with penises on them
 
Origins of Greek Drama
- Ritual worship of Dionysus
- Choral lyric song (with a melody) and dance
- Eventual enactment of story
- Gradual movement of emphasis from chorus to acted episodes
 
Dionysus
- Patron god of Athenian theatre
- A crown of ivy around his head
- Has a robe on him which marks him as sort of foreign since males usually did not wear robes
- Has a wine cup and his hair is long which usually represents him
- Has two women which are offering him a rabbit and are dancing before him
- The women are wild and dressed in animal skin and have ivy whips
- Everything associated with Dionysus is associated with the wild
 
City Dionysia (from ca. 533BC)
- Annual Athenian festival held in spring; a time where it was a safe time for ships to sail so other people could come and watch the festival
- It is very much a civic/religious holiday
- Sponsored by city; the city spent a lot of money for this
- Public business shut down; even prisoners were released so they could see the play
- Not sure if women were in the audience since women weren’t considered to be citizens
- Ceremonies included
                  - Procession and sacrifices to Dionysus
- Display of tribute from the countries and people around Athens; since during the Persian war the Athens had a navy which fought off the Persians and they helped the people around Athens
- Presentation of hoplite armour to sons of war-dead; a sign of what Athens honours; which binds the city as a whole since the sons are expected to fight in wars also
- Recognition of benefactors; the rich people in the city who contributed to the city by either donating stuff or helping out money wise; these people were recognized
 
Epidauros
- An open round theatre; it’s in the open so the weather was a part of the performance; also due to the shape of the theatre, you could hear the acoustics of the people performing
- Orchestra means a dancing circle
- The theatre is part of the landscape; in a forest kind of
- If the sun rise was to rise in the play you could actually see the sun rise
 
The Chorus
- Female figures in the chorus
- Double pipes and bells being played
- Dancing in a very stylized way
 
Prometheus Bound, Delphi, 1930
- Prometheus bound to a pillar and then there is a chorus singing and dancing to him
- There is also a flute player and he plays music
- The mountains are in the background so it is involved in nature
 
Performances
- On the first day there is a performance of Dithyrambs
                  - Choruses of 50 men or boys
                  - Presented by each of ten tribes (kind of like wards right now)
                  - Each tribe sends 100 people (men and boys) for performances; there were prizes involved
                  - A person could sponsor to pay for this; it costs the same as taking a warship for a whole year
- 3 Tragedies + 1 Satyr play (tetralogy)
                  - One tetralogy on each of three days
- 3-5 Comedies by different playwrights
- Prizes awarded (highly competitive)
- It was recorded on stone for who won the plays/competitions
 
Performers *important*
- Athenian citizens wrote, produced, acted and formed chorus of plays
- Training at expense of wealthiest citizens, chosen by archon (choregos, liturgy)
- Only male performers; women were played by men
- Presence of women in audience?
 
Actors Dressing
- There was vases as commemorations of the play which you could buy
 
Tragedy
- Based on traditional stories from myths
- Spoken episodes, solo song and choral interludes; much more like an opera
- Chorus (12-15) responds to action in song and dance; chorus is something the audience could relate to, the chorus represents the everyday person’s reaction
- Musical accompaniment by pipes (aulos)
 
Masks by Alyssa Ravenwood
- all the actors and chorus wore masks
 
Tragedians
- Aeschylus (524-456 BC)
                  - Oresteia, Persians, Seven Against Thebes, etc
- Sophocles (496 – 406 BC)
                  - Oedipus Rex, Antigone, Ajax, etc.
- Euripides (480-406 BC)
                   Medea, Bacchae, Trojan Women, Cyclops, etc
Satyr Play
- Chorus of satyrs (half-human, half-animal)
- Dionysiac content; related to alcohol, sex
- Comic parody of tragic theme
- Emphasis on pleasures of wine and sex; not quite comedy but in between tragedy and comedy
- Presented after three tragedies by the same writer
 
 
 
Prometheus Bound
- First half of fifth century BC
- Attributed to Aeschylus
- First of a connected trilogy of plays; others are lost
- Second play Prometheus Unbound
- Third play Prometheus the Firebearer
 
October 22
 
Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound
 
Characters 
- Chorus of Daughters of Ocean
- Ocean (a Titan)
- Might and Force (servants of Zeus)
- Hephaistos (Hephaestus)
- Prometheus, main character, he is there the whole time but is not able to move
- Hermes
- Io
 
What to Think About
- How is Zeus characterized?
- How is Prometheus characterized?
- How is this version of the story of Prometheus and Zeus different from Hesiod’s?
- How could these differences be explained?
- What is the role of Hermes?
 
Prometheus Being Changed by Vulcan – Dirck Van Baburen, 1623
- Vulcan is the Roman name of Hephaistos
 
- Prometheus is speaking in response to the chorus
- Chorus is very sympathetic to Prometheus
- Prometheus sees that there will be problem between him and Zeus
- Zeus is the new ruler and is kind of strict and harsh since he is new to it
- Prometheus would have been fighting on the side of the Titans during the Titanomachy; Prometheus told the Titans if they used a strategy to fight they could have won, but they don’t and so Prometheus goes to the other side, Zeus’ side
- Prometheus says that Gaia told him and says she is his mother, but she is his grandmother; he refers to her as mother, kind of like mother Earth
- Prometheus uses cunning intelligence with Zeus to win the war; Titans are sent to Tartarus
- Zeus wanted to obliterate the humans
- Prometheus talks about how he saved the human race and also how he helped the humans with things such as fire
- Prometheus says he knew all these things from the beginning, forethought; he knew it was going to happen so he chooses to help and ends up suffering after
- Fire means knowledge; the arts, technology, logical reasoning, alphabet, tame horses, form chariots, astronomy, navigation on seas, medicine, how to sacrifice, the metals
- in general it means Prometheus found all the technology of man
- Prometheus foreshadows that Zeus will not be able to his destiny; there is a fate for Zeus
- Zeus is omnipotent but not omniscient, Zeus doesn’t know everything
- Prometheus has knowledge, which is something Zeus needs
- Prometheus doesn’t want to reveal the secret and the ground is split and Prometheus is sent underground and he will then be visited be Zeus’ eagle who will eat away at his liver
Io
- Virgin princess, daughter of Inachus (a river)
- Dreams instruct her to go out into the meadow, so that Zeus may mate with her
- Her father consults oracles, sends her out to avoid destruction of their household
- Zeus hides her under a cloud; he sleeps with Io under the cloud so that Hera doesn’t see
- She is very guarded since she is a princess; her father would decide who she would marry
- She is mortal
- She is like a sacrifice to Zeus so that their house is spared
 
Hera
- Hera, suspicious, approaches
- Zeus changes Io into a cow; Hera asks for it as a present since she realizes the trick
- Hera sets Argus (he has eyes on all over his bodies) to watch over Io
- that way Argus can go to sleep but he still watch things
- Io says she doesn’t know why she was changed into a cow, but the audience does
- Hermes slays Argus; Zeus sent Hermes
- Hermes Argeiphontes (Phontes means killer, so Hermes is Argus killer)
 
Io and Prometheus
- Io, driven mad by a gad-fly, wanders to all corners of the world
- She comes to Prometheus; he tells her where she has been
- Prometheus predicts her future for her; he says she will be followed by the gad-fly
- She will continue on to Egypt, where at last Zeus will come to her and with a mere touch, impregnate her
- Her son Epaphos (Greek word for touch) will be a hero and founder of a long line of kings, (including Herakles)
- In the fourth generation, these kings will return to Greece
- Io suffers a lot just because of Zeus’ desire for her
- humans gain a lot from this; they get heroes such as Herakles and others
 
Io’s Role
- Suffers to benefit human race
- A victim of Zeus’ lust
- Will be reconciled with Zeus
- Female; the nature of her heroism is different from the male way
- Constantly in motion
- Ignorant of her fate; but Prometheus tells her
- Mortal
- Prometheus says that Zeus will fall of the throne as did Ouranos and Cronus unless Zeus does what Prometheus tells him
- Hermes says to the Chorus for them to get away because there is going to be a huge earthquake
- the audience is in favour of Prometheus instead of Zeus
 
Prometheus’ Secret
- Zeus is powerful, but not omniscient
- Prometheus knows a secret that could destroy Zeus
- Zeus needs this knowledge
- Whoever sleeps with the Nereid (-eid means daughter off and Nereid is a water god) Thetis will have a son mightier than himself
- Achilles is eventually the son of Thetis; Thetis got married off to someone else, a mortal
- Hermes, Zeus’ son/messenger came to question Prometheus and Prometheus says he won’t reveal the secret
 
 
 
 
Reconstruction of the Trilogy
- Prometheus Unbound
     - Prometheus is set free by Herakles (many generations later)
     - Prometheus shares his knowledge with Zeus; since Zeus set Prometheus free in exchange for the 
       knowledge
     - (The gods marry Thetis off to mortal Peleus)
- Prometheus the Firebearer
     - Alliance of Strength and Knowledge
     - Prometheus is given special honours; a festival is held for him
     - Celebrated in Athens as a culture hero
 
October 27
 
William Butler Yeats, Leda and the Swan, 1923
 
A sudden blow: the great wings beating still
Above the staggering girl, her thighs caressed
By the dark webs, her nape caught in his bill,
He holds her helpless breast upon his breast.
 
How can those terrified vague fingers push
The feathered glory from her loosening thighs?
And how can body, laid in that white rush,
But feel the strange heart beating where it lies?
 
A shudder in the lions engenders there
The broken wall, the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead.
                  Being so caught up,
So mastered by the brute blood of the air,
Did she put on his knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop?
 
Zeus – Divine Patriarch
Colossal Head of Zeus (2nd century BC)
 
Zeus (Jove, Jupiter)
- Sky-father (dios)
- King and patriarch of gods and humans
- Mature bearded male
- God of sky and weather
- Thunderbolts made by Cyclopes
- Eagle
- Ju and Jo
 
Zeus (Dodona, ca 470 BC)
- Cult site holy to Zeus
- Zeus’ authority not to be challenged
- Champion of justice (dike), hospitality (xenia), protected suppliants (those who performed a ritual gesture, and touch the person who is about to kill them in a certain way and Zeus would protect the person who performed the gesture)
- Sexually promiscuous
 
Zeus’ Sex Life (a selection)
 
Zeus seduces:
- Europa (she is royal family and highly born) in the form of a bull (kings of Crete); Zeus carries her away to the island of Crete and mates with her, she was only planning to pet the bull but she loses her chastity
- Danae in the form of a rain-shower (Perseus); her father locked her in a tower because he heard if she had a son that he would kill her father
- Alkmene in the form of her husband (Herakles)
- Leda (already married) in the form of a swan (Helen, Klytemnestra, Castor, Pollux (the twins))
- Ganymede (a Trojan boy), snatched by Zeus’ eagle
- Many others...
- All of the people Zeus mates with people of royalty
 
Danae and the Golden Rain
-Red-figure Danae (5th century BC)
-Danae (Gossaert, 1527)
-Danae (Titian 1553); it’s not golden rain but golden coins that fall down; it’s a story in which Zeus bribes Danae’s nurse to sleep with Danae
 
Leda and the Swan
 
Ganymede
 
Hera – Zeus’ Consort
- Hera (Juno); is for the month of June, is in charge of marriage and everything to do with marriage since marriages are usually during the month of June
- Most prestigious goddess, subject to Zeus
- Preserves sanctity of marriage
- Frustrated and angered by promiscuous Zeus; since Zeus sleeps with everyone else, Hera usually attacks or puts challenges in those women’s lives, and Hera is therefore viewed as a bad woman
- Jealously persecutes his offspring by other females
- Not very maternal
- Mother of Hephaestus, Ares
 
Hera and Zeus (anakalypteria), ca 435 BC
 
Poseidon – God of the Sea
- Poseidon (Neptune)
- Married to Amphitrite
- Causes earthquakes, tidal waves, floods (Earth-shaker)
- Trident
- Horses and bulls; Poseidon is associated with these animals since they are hard to tame
- Fathers monsters; his children are monsters (Polyphemus, Pegasus)
- Foil for Athena
 
Nike Pours an Offering to Poseidon, 475-470 BC
 
Neptune and Amphitrite, Poussin, 1697
 
 
 
 
 
Aphrodite – Sexual Desire
- Aphrodite (Venus)
- Hesiod: Born of castrated genitals of Ouranos (sky)
- Homer: daughter of Zeus and Dione, a titan
- Sexual attraction, pleasure, loveliness, but also deceit and violence
- “golden” a blonde, “laughter-loving”, “Cyprian” was born on the island of Cypress
- Honoured in poems of Sappho (7th century BC)
- Dove
- Married to Hephaestus (the ugliest god), has an affair with Ares, with the war god
- Mother of Aeneas by Anchises (connection with Rome)
- Patron goddess of Rome
- Sometimes mother of Eros (Cupid) (not in Hesiod)
 
October 29
 
Ares – War and Bloodlust
- Ares (Mars)
- Son of Zeus and Hera
- Hated by gods and men
- Has affair with Aphrodite; offspring are Harmonia, Panic, Fear
- Represents violence and blood-lust (contrast Athena as military strategy)
- More respected by Romans as Mars; Mars served Rome very well, they considered Mars as one of patron gods
 
Botticelli, Venus and Mars
- Satyrs have goat legs and human body
 
Mars and Venus Caught in the Net and Shown by Vulcan to the Gods, Heemsherk, 1536
- Vulcan (Hephaistos) caught them in bed and is showing them to the gods
- Hephaestus made chains and set them up around his bedroom and pretended to leave for a trip to Lemnos, his favourite city; Helios advised Hephaestus of when Ares and Aphrodite went to bed and then Hephaestus went back to his house
- Archer Apollo, Hermes the Guide/Messenger all came to witness this when Hephaestus presented Ares and Aphrodite to the gods; Hephaestus says to Zeus that he will keep them in the trap until Zeus returns all the gifts that Hephaestus made for him for the marriage of his daughter
- Hermes and Apollo said they would be willing to be caught in chains if they had a chance to sleep with Aphrodite
- Poseidon said to release Ares and that Poseidon would get Ares to pay, but if Ares escapes, then Poseidon himself would pay; Ares then went to Thrace and Aphrodite to Paphos on Cyprus
 
Hestia (Vesta)
- one of the original six Olympians
- She was the first born, but was swallowed first by Cronus and so she is the last to be spit out
- Virgin sister of Zeus
- Stays at home and tends the hearth-fire, Goddess of the hearth-fire
- Few myths feature her
- In Rome, a powerful state goddess, highly honoured
- She represents the woman who stays in the house and is not talked about since she never leaves
 
Demeter and Persephone – Reflections of Female Experience
- Persephone is the daughter of Demeter
- Demeter is the Earth goddess (her mom is Rheia and grandmother is Gaia)
- Demeter (Ceres) and Persephone (Proserpina)
- Zeus and Demeter are the parents of Persephone
- Demeter is the goddess of the grain, agricultural harvest
- Sheaves of wheat, torches
- Demeter and Persephone are a mother/daughter dryad
 
Demeter and Kore, Archaic
- Kore means maiden/daughter, Kore is Persephone
- Mete means mother
- They are holding two sticks/grains or whatever facing each other
 
 
Hades (Dis)
- Zeus of the Underworld
- Receiver or host of many, “of many names”
- Like Zeus and Poseidon, mature male, often enthroned
- Hades is also the name for the underworld. Dark, shadowy, mournful
- Hades also known as Aidoneus, Host-to-Many
 
Katabasis (*know*)
- Katabasis means descent to the Underworld and then back up to the world
- To descend and return to the land of the dead is sign of heroic achievement (Herakles descends at least 3 times)
- Compare Persephone’s katabasis with those of male heroes
 
Homeric Hymn to Demeter (ca 700 BC.)
- Author unknown
- One of a series of hymns to the gods written in epic style (Homeric)
- Persephone’s experience of marriage
- Power of female fertility; how Demeter (the goddess of fertility) uses it to leverage for what she wants
- Cycle of seasons
- Demeter’s foundation of the Eleusinian Mysteries (a mystery cult)
 
Eleusinian Mysteries
- Important religious cult honouring Demeter and Persephone, celebrated annually
- Based in Eleusis (20km from Athens)
- Procession from Athens, obscenity, all night feasting
- Initiation (purification, fasting and ordeal)
- Secret rituals (darkness, noises, movements, confusion then a dazzling light); after walking all day and then feasting all night their minds were in a state of confusion and then the light appeared
- Initiates expected a blessed existence after death
- For Demeter the sacrifices were pigs
- As the initiates were walking to Eleusis there was a bridge which they passed and at that point there were people who would make jokes about them
- The rituals weren’t written down
 
Eleusis
- Keleos (king) and Metaneira (queen) of Eleusis
- Four daughters and one infant son, Demphoön
- In disguise as an old woman, Demeter becomes Demophoön’s nurse
- She intends to make him immortal
- Metaneira spies on the secret rite and ruins it
 
Homeric Hymn to Demeter – Unknown Author
- Hades took her, but Zeus gives her (his daughter, Persephone) without the consent of Demeter
- So it’s a conflict if either Hades took her or Zeus gave her
-  Proserpina (Persephone) is in a meadow, a space where the girl is on a threshold in her life, a place where she is in between being a girl and a wife; this was because Zeus and Persephone were there
- The meadow is like a trap
- Pluto (Hades) in a chariot comes out of the Earth and abducts Persephone
- No one but two people heard her screaming; Hekate, daughter of Persaios, and Helios, son of Hyperion
- Demeter eventually hears the echoes of Persephone’s screaming and Demeter refuses to eat ambrosia and nectar since she is mourning Persephone
- Demeter (Deo) starts searching for Persephone; she searches for 9 days and on the 10th sees Hekate who takes Demeter to Helios
- Demeter sees Helios and he tells her that Zeus gave Persephone to Hades
- Helios tells her that Hades took Persephone as a fertile lover
- Demeter is angry and withdraws from the other gods; she pretends to be human, dresses up as an old woman
- Demeter goes to Eleusis and sits at the well where the four daughters of Keleos go to get water; the daughters say she would make a good nurse; Demeter tells them a made up story that her name is Doso and how she was abducted by pirates from Crete
- Demeter says she could make a good nurse and the girls say they have a new born brother, and the girls are told to run back like sacrificial animals to their house
- There is a minor epiphany revealed as Demeter walks into the house; it says that she got taller and filled the whole doorway and that she filled the doorway with divine light
- She refuses all the normal hospitalities such as food, water
- Iambe offers her a stool with silver fleece on it; the story seems to be corresponding with some kind of initiation
- Iambe starts telling dirty jokes and makes Demeter laugh; Iambe has a special part in Demeter’s heart
- Demeter doesn’t want to drink wine but wants barley, water, and a mint drink; again might have to do with the initiation
- Demeter is feeding the son with ambrosia and he is growing really fast; she is giving him divine qualities
- Demeter might be trying to replace her lost daughter with an immortal son
- The secret rituals are disrupted by the baby’s mother who spies on this
- Demeter swears by the river Styx
- She then reveals that she is the goddess Demeter; and wants the people to build her a temple; she changes from the old woman form to her real and beautiful form
- They build a temple and then she becomes beautiful and glowing with light
- She withdraws from the gods and she withdraws the power of fertility of the crops; it’s kind of a parallel with how Persephone is withdrawn with her fertility
- Demeter could have destroyed the world with the power of famine
- Zeus sends down several ambassadors, first Iris who comes down on a rainbow, a pathway between Earth and Heaven
- Zeus then sends several others, and they offer Demeter gifts, but Demeter says she won’t withdraw until she gets her daughter Persephone back
- Zeus sends Hermes (Slayer of Argos) to the underworld; Hermes is unique because he can cross to the underworld and come back up; Hermes is a boundary crosser
- Find Hades lying in bed with Persephone
- Hermes tells Hades, and Hades tells Persephone to go see her mother, he doesn’t argue
- Hades gave her to eat a honey sweet pomegranate seed; once someone eats something in the underworld it creates a bond between her and Hades, since she always has to come back to Hades
- Demeter has a feeling that Persephone might have eaten something and Persephone says that Hades forced her to eat a honey sweet pomegranate seed; Demeter tells her that for 3/4 of the year she can stay up on the Earth and for the 1/4 she has to go to the underworld; it’s an explanation of the growing seasons
 
November 3
 
Dante Gabriel Rosetti’s Proserpina (1864)
 
 
Persephone’s Ascent
- Similar to Pandora’s creation, with Persephone coming out of the ground since she is Demeter’s seed
 
Hades and Persephone, ca. 480 BC
- She enjoys being queen of the underworld since she is of high power
- When girls get married they usually offer something to Persephone which shows how girls kind of relate to Persephone and with what she went through
 
Ancient Greek Marriage
- Exogamous (took a girl away from home)
- Virilocal (bride went to live in husband’s home)
- 3 stages in a Greek marriage
 
1. Eggue (betrothal)
- arranged between girl’s father and her future husband
- forged a bond between households
                  Parthenos: maiden, virgin, unmarried girl
 
2. Ekdosis
- Ritual ‘giving away the bride’
- Bride is washed, dressed in a sapphiron (gold) colours, and adorned by female members of household
- Feasting and torch-lit procession leading the pair on a horse-drawn chariot to the husband’s home
- Ritual marking liminal (in between being a girl and a bride) nature of experience
                  Nymphe: bride
 
Bridal Procession
- People carry the gifts for the couple behind them as they ride in a chariot with torches since this occurs when the sun goes down
 
3. Gamos
- ‘marriage’
- Consummation on wedding night
                  Gyne: wife, woman, mother of sons
 
Funerary Ritual
- Corpse is washed, dressed, and adorned by female members of household
- After the wake (feast), torch-lit procession by horse-drawn cart from home to burial grounds
- Offerings made to underworld gods
 
Bride of Death
- Persephone is a mythical example of female experience of marriage as death
- Myth reflects structural parallels between funeral and wedding rituals
- Both rites of passage mark a major transition
- Loss and change of status
 
Homeric Hymn to Demeter
- “How to be a mother goddess in a patriarchal society?”
- Demeter understands the power of fertility in a way that Zeus didn’t
- Power of female fertility is demonstrated
- Nevertheless,
     - Zeus reigns supreme
     - Persephone must be a bride of death
 
 
The Female Heroine
- Pandora a negative model of woman
- In contrast, consider Persephone and Io
- Although one is a goddess, one a mortal, they have certain things in common:
                  - Both are virgin girls just at the age to marry
                  - Both are in a non-domestic liminal space (meadow)
                  - Both undergo a radical transformation
                  - Both are unwilling and unknowing
                  - Both suffer greatly
                  - Both benefit humanity and enjoy great honour
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Apollo and Artemis: Divine Twins 
 
Apollo (Phoebus) and Artemis (Diana)
- Parents are Zeus and Leto (a daughter of Titans)
- Hera is resentful; Hera tries to prevent Leto from giving birth
- She forbids any land anchored to earth to shelter Leto in labour
- Leto wanders the earth, suffers
- Ortygia, a barren floating island; on the island of Delos
- Hera restrains Eileithyia (a goddess of child birth) from attending Leto
- Bribed with a necklace, Hera allows Eileithyia to go to Leto
- Leto gives birth clinging to a palm tree
 
Artemis and childbirth
- Leto gives birth to Artemis, fully-grown, who then assists in the birth of her twin brother Apollo
- Greek women called upon Artemis to ease their pains in childbirth
- Artemis is also associated with giving birth
- Artemis is associated with child pain
 
Delos
- Apollo renames his barren birthplace Delos ‘bright’
- Historically a rich cult-centre of Apollo
- Contained the treasury of the Delian League before it was transferred to Athens
 
Letoon, Delos
 
Homeric Hymn to Apollo – Cynaethus (Kynaithos) of Chios  
- Apollo goes to Olympus playing his golden lyre and in front of all the Gods, the other Gods stop talking and just listen to the music
- Apollo’s journey, slaying of a female dragon (Python, Pytho means “I rot”), and establishment of cult-centre at Delphi (Pytho); this was after he went to Telphusa and a guardian nymph there told him to go elsewhere
- Compare Zeus’ slaying of Typhoios in Theogony
- Both Python and Typhoios are associated with female divinity. Compare them.
- Apollo
                  - Wearing divine clothes
                  - Has golden accessories
                  - Richness and wealth – associated with Apollo
                  - Decides to make his temple in Delphi where everybody will always bring gifts and sacrifices
- Apollo slays a she dragon that was guarding water, he kills her with a bow
- Hera is angry about birth of Athena, she throws Hephaestus, who she conceived by herself, into the sea
- Hera wants to give birth to a child who is stronger than Zeus; to repeat the pattern of a son overthrowing the father
- Hera cries out to the Gods about her wanting to give birth to a stronger God than Zeus, and when she hits the ground, and the Earth was moved; Hera was very happy about this
- From then on Hera didn’t go to bed with Zeus and didn’t sit in her chair for a year; after a year she then gave birth
- Python, a dragon at Delphi that Apollo is going to slay
- Apollo slays Python and he then makes an altar near a stream which Telphusa told him to make an altar elsewhere but Apollo made it there instead
- Apollo transforms into a dolphin and jumps onto a Cretan ship and causes the ship to go where he wants to go
- Apollo takes them to Taenarum, the land of the Sun, and they pass this and the men see if the dolphin will jump off or if they will keep going
- Eventually they get to where they want to go, Cnossos, and Apollo transforms into his original form
- Apollo tells the sailors to build him a temple and form a cult and to pray to him at an altar called Delphinus since Apollo was in the form of a dolphin when he first jumped on the ship
- Apollo tells them to build a temple on the beach and to offer white barley as sacrifices
- He told them to not be disobedient or careless or contemptuous or else other people will come and makes the pirates slaves
 
Apollo
- Young, beautiful, athletic
- Called Phoebus Apollo
- Wealthy (aristocratic)
- A model for the ephebe, young man 18-20 yrs, about to enter into military service
                  - (rite of passage)
- Bow and lyre
- Harmony, proportion, moderated tension between opposites
- Cult-centre at Delphi
                  - “ Know Yourself”, “Nothing in Excess”
- To not get above yourself or compare yourself with those better
- A serenity and calm composure that’s associated with Apollo
 
Prophecy
- Oracle at Delphi (Pytho)
                  - Pythian Apollo
- Priestess (Pythia) gave answers to questions
- Her answers were interpreted by male priests
 
Leader of the Muses
- With his lyre, Apollo leads the dances of the Muses on Olympus
 
Apollo and a Muse (460 BC)
- The body of a lyre is made of a tortoise shell
 
Healing and Purification
- Apollo’s arrows were thought to cause illness and plagues
- He was thus called upon in sickness
- He was a healer (Paeon)
- Asclepius, god of medicine, was his son
- Apollo purified these tainted by pollution (miasma)
 
Apollo Unlucky in Love
- Daphne – transformed into a tree (laurel) by her father, she wanted to be transformed while escaping Apollo
- Hyacinth – killed by discus; a Frisbee; Hyacinth was a young boy
- Coronis – mother of Asclepius, killed for infidelity; was killed by a lightning bolt
- Cassandra – useless gift of prophecy; can foretell the fall of Troy but no one believes her
 
Apollo’s Heroic Biography
- Threatened at birth
- Travels widely
- Slays a dragon
- Serves in penance to the mortal Admetus
- Benefits human race
- Establishes his cult centre
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Artemis (Diana)
- Perpetual virgin
- Hunter (a male pursuit)
- Prefers the wilderness, accompanied by her band of virgin followers
- Callisto, a follower of Artemis, was impregnated by Zeus, and gave birth to Arcas, who was rescued by Hermes and became a Hunter
- Callisto, changed into a bear, became the hunted
- Zeus made them into a constellation
- Catasterization (to be changed into a star)
 
Actaeon (Aktaion)
- Hunter
- Accidentally saw Artemis bathing
- Changed into a stag.
- Hunted down and torn apart by his own dogs
- Sparagmos (torn apart)
 
Death of Actaeon (vase painting)
Actaeon (late classical play in the ancient world)
Mistress of Animals (Artemis)
- Artemis the huntress also protected and tamed wild animals
- She is the Goddess of hunting too
 
Artemis (ca. 680 BC Vase)
Statue is Artemis at Ephesus (Archaic)
 
- Very tall statue in the temple of Artemis
- Little animal figures in her dress
- Female eggs or even testicles may have decorated her upper part of her dress
 
Diana of Versailles (Hellenistic Period) Statue
 
Artemis and Girls
- In Greek culture, young girls were associated with wildness
- Marriage ‘tamed’ them
- As they approached the age of marriage, girls dedicated their toys to Artemis, danced for her, wove wreaths for her
- Compare Persephone in the meadow
- Artemis presided over rites of passage of young girls into adolescence
- Brauronia: rituals including bear-dance
 
Niobe
- Queen with 14 children
- Boasted that she was superior to Leto, with only two
- Hybris
- Apollo and Artemis defended their mother’s honour by slaying all of Niobe’s offspring (Niobids lost all his 14 children)
- Niobe an icon of grief and lament (Gods took pity on her and they changed her into a mountain face and had streams representing her tears)
- Slaughter of the Niobids
 
Hermes (Divine trickster)
 
Hermes (Mercury) (Car named after him)
- Zeus and Maia (Maia daughter of Atlas, granddaughter of the Titans)
- Maia lives in an obscure cave far from Olympus
- Messenger of the Gods (Caduceus, a staff which is wound by two serpents, and a traveller’s hat)
- Boundary crosser
- Psychopomp: conducts souls of dead to underworld (Hermes escorted the souls into the Underworld)
- Argeiphontes; an epithet (title/name) for Hermes, since Hermes slayed a hundred-eyed giant, Argus Panoptes
 
- Known as Slayer of Argos and Cyllenian Hermesb
- A trickster, resourceful, inventor, liar, thief
- Patron of messengers, travelers, orators, merchants
- He is in charge of music and tricks
- Very quick thinker
- Hermes is associated with livestock and cattle and Homeric Hymn
- Seen with boots with large tongues on them and he carries the wand
- Caduceus with two loops on the end of this wand
- He can travel very fast
- Has a feather in his hat indicating the swiftness and quick pace he carries throughout
- Hermes and Sarpedon (ca. 515 BC)
 
Homeric Hymns to Hermes
- Hermes established himself as an Olympian
- Compare Hermes with Prometheus.
- Genealogy
- Punishment
- Zeus
- Results
- Compare Hermes with his older brother Apollo
 
Reading from the book
- Hermes inventor of the lyre
- He decides to sing a song for himself
- He puts the lyre down and then craves the taste of flesh
- But gods don’t eat meat (this suggests that he may not be a God)
- Leads cattle away to private spot by the river
- Learns the technique of fire
- Hermes thus gave man fire (heard earlier that it was Prometheus who gave humans fire)
- Both these Gods are trickster Gods and have a tie to fire
- Divides into 12 portions, which suggests that he is divided the meat up for the Gods and he burns the flesh on the fire
- Making these sacrifices to honour the Gods
- He yearns for a taste of the meat, but he doesn’t
- Almost like a test to Hermes that Gods don’t eat meat
- Hermes is a God that wants to move up through the World
- Apollo then comes along searching for his cattle; Apollo said he had 4 dogs and a bull follow the herd of cattle but the cattle just strayed off at the exact time as the sun was setting
- Finds Hermes pretending to be asleep in the cave
- Hermes pretends he doesn’t even know what cattle are; Hermes
- Hermes belches of farts (comedy) and Apollo drops him
- Hermes almost stole the cattle to demonstrate to his father that he is smart as a child and to see his father
 
- Apollo takes Hermes and they travel to Olympus to see Zeus
- Hermes defends himself on 386 that Zeus father ‘I am honest and I do not know how to lie’
- Zeus doesn’t punish him, but he laughs and sends them off to get the cattle and bring them back
- Apollo tries to tie up Hermes, but he uses magic to build a cage for the cattle
- Hermes picks up a lyre and then plays for Apollo; Apollo says how wonderful Hermes gift is at playing the lyre since Apollo never heard it before
- Apollo is enchanted and then gives him 50 cattle
- They exchange these gifts, and swear oaths to each other that they will forever be friends
- Apollo gains the knowledge of how to play a lyre
- Zeus then made Hermes his trustworthy messenger and gave him gifts
- Zeus made Hermes also in charge of animals and as a courier to Hades
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Dionysus – Dissolver of Boundaries
 
House of Cadmus
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- The names in the brackets are their spouses
- All four offspring of Harmonia and Cadmus are daughters
- Semele is mortal and Zeus is a god, Dionysus is a god also
 
 
Dionysus (Bacchus, Liber)
- Zeus, disguised as a mortal, impregnated Semele
- Hera tricked Semele; Semele tells Hera that she is a lover of Zeus, but Hera says “yeah right”, Hera tells Semele to ask Zeus to reveal himself in his true form, which is a lightning bolt
- Semele destroyed by a lightning bolt
- Hermes rescues infant
- Inserted into the thigh of Zeus, later born again. (twice-born)
 
Hera’s Persecution
 
1. Hidden from Hera on Mt.Nysa, raised by nymphs, changed into a goat; explains why goats are sacrificed to Dionysus.
 
2.  Hermes gave infant to Athamas and Ino, who raised him as a girl.
Hera drove them mad:
Athamas hunted his elder son Learchus as a deer and killed him.
Ino cast herself into the sea, together with her son Melicertes.
 
Themes: exile, madness, shape-shifting
 
The “Foreign” God
- Born in Thebes on the Greek mainland, Dionysus grows to manhood in foreign lands to the east.
- Driven mad by Hera, he is healed by his initiation into the rites of Cybele, the Phrygian (one of the regions in the middle-east) mother-goddess
                  - Eastern dress, pipes and tambourines, thyrsus
                  - Thyrsus is a staff of Dionysus, and the staff is wound around by ivy and a pinecone on top
- Thiasos, the group of people who followed Dionysus, consisted of maenads (or bacchants), satyrs, and wild animals
- Maenads are women that are outside of the household and follow Dionysus which shows that they break boundaries
- Dionysus is associated with wild life, the things you find in the forest
 
Return to Greece
- The god returns to Greece to establish his rites
- Many stories of resistance to the god; the gods had to go around and prove they were gods and told people to worship them; a lot of the people resisted, a lot of which were daughters of high aristocratic families
- Typical punishments: madness, dismemberment, loss of children
- E.g. Lycurgus (king who refuses to worship Dionysus, he kills his own son with an axe since he thought his son was a grape vine), Minyads
- Metamorphosis was a couple form of punishment
- Dionysus marries Ariadne (defined mortal)
- Daughter of Minos from Crete
 
Delphi
- Contrast Dionysus and Apollo
- Apollo left Delphi for three winter months
- Dionysus resided there during this time
- Apollo is a god of boundaries, everything being proportioned
- Dionysus is a god of the opposite of that, he is a god of wild sounds
- Delphi is a place where they are put together and this shows how they complement each other
 
Dissolution of Boundaries
- Madness
- Intoxication (wine)
- Ecstasy, communion
- Loosening of cares; a name given to Dionysus (loosener of care)
- Patron of dramatic festivals
 
Fertility and Rebirth
- Wild plants and vines (ivy, grape, evergreen)
                  - Contrast Demeter
- Vital juices (sap, blood, wine, semen)
- Wild animals (cats, snakes)
 
Orphic Tradition – Written by Orpheus
- Dionysus, son of Zeus and Persephone, who is Zeus’ daughter (sky and underworld)
- Zeus father and grandfather: child to rule universe
- Titans tear Dionysus to pieces and eat him raw (sparagmos, which means tearing someone from limb to limb, and omophagia, which means to eat someone raw)
- Athena saves his heart. Zeus swallows it, impregnates Semele. Dionysus twice-born
- Zeus incinerates Titans
- Humans born from the ashes, so they contain a divine element.
 
Dionysiac Sacrificial Ritual in Myth
- Ecstatic mountain dancing (Thiasos, Bacchants)
- Sparagmos: the tearing apart of the live victim
- Omophagia: the eating of the raw flesh
- Communion with the god in eating a part of raw nature
- Contrast conventional sacrificial ritual (victim slain, divided, cooked, eaten)
 
Boundaries and Distinctions Dissolved
- Male/Female – Dionysus was raised as a female for a while
- God/Human/Animal – Dionysus changes into an animal
- Slave/Free – Liber, the Roman name for Dionysus means free
- Inside/Outside – Women coming out of their house
- Greek/Foreigner – Dionysus who was raised in a foreign land
- Life/Death – Dionysus who is killed but comes back again
 
Phallophoria – which is the festival of the phallic, where a bunch of people are carrying a large erect phallic
- a song of the phallus bearers is preserved
Stand back, make plenty of room for the god! For the god, erect and at bursting-point, wishes to pass through your midst.
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Homeric Hymn to Dionysus
- Dionysus’ capture by pirates; they think they will get ransom if they hold him since the pirates think he is one of the sons of Zeus’s favourite kings
- One of the pirates, Hecator, realizes that Dionysus is a god and tries to get his fellow pirates to release Dionysus but the others don’t think that it is a god 
- Epiphany, miracles
- Grape vines sprang up and covered up the sails and dark ivy coiled the mast
- Dionysus changed into a lion and the pirates were all scared
- Sailors changed into dolphins, all except Hecator who was given riches
- Shape-shifting, dissolution of bonds, madness; no one can ever hold Dionysus bound
- Denial of gods brings punishment
- Honouring god brings reward; only one of the pirates was saved and rewarded
- This is meant to explain why dolphins are so smart and how they are closely related to humans
 
Dionysus on the Pirate Ship (Exekias, ca. 530 BC)
- Dionysus is larger on the wine bowl then usual; it shows a ship with dolphins around it, and the mast is changed into a grape vine
 
Athena – Citadel Goddess
- associated with public spaces in a civic community
 
Her Father’s Daughter
- Born from Zeus’ head, and a perpetual virgin, Athena has no divided loyalties; since she only has a father
- She is usually shown armed as defender of civilization; she is associated with strategy in war (contrast Ares, who has to do with bloodlust of war)
- She is a champion of culture and a clever inventor of ways to tame nature (contrast Poseidon)
                  - Bridle, first to make ships which allowed taming of the seas, weaving, olive harvest
- She is a protector of culture heroes like Heracles, Perseus and Odysseus
 
Goddess in the City
- As patron goddess of Athens, her temple, the Parthenon enjoys a place of prominence and honour on the Acropolis
- Parthenon is a “house of the virgin”
- Military defence
- Presides over trials and other civil institutions
- Contrast her sister Artemis, who prefers the wilderness; Artemis and Athena both virgin goddesses
 
Hephaistos – The Lame Smith, (Vulcan)
- Son of Hera (sometimes also of Zeus)
- Born lame (Theogony, Hymn to Apollo) or injured by Zeus or Hera
- Thrown into the sea by Hera; Hera was angry at him and threw him into the sea and that injured him, this is one of the theories
- Cared for by Thetis; Thetis is the mother of Achilles, she is the goddess of the sea
- Cult site on island of Lemnos; it is thought that it is a volcanic island in the sea
- Volcanoes house his forge and fire
- A marvellous craftsman, he oversees Cyclopes; the Cyclopes help Hephaistos with his work, it is said that there is a race of the Cyclopes, they are the offspring of the original 3 Cyclopes
- A comic figure among the Olympians
- Married to Aphrodite
- Hephaistos was so angered by Hera that he sent her a really nice chair that when she sat down it trapped and bound her; she sent down several gods to get him to unshackle her
- She eventually sends down Dionysus who gets Hephaistos drunk, and Hephaistos is brought back to Olympus on a donkey to unshackle Hera
 
Hephaisteion, Athens
- A temple that was made for Hephaistos since he was an inventor of many things
 
The Underworld – An Evolving Vision
 
Early Greek Eschatology
- Eschatology – study of the things beyond, (life after death)
- Exemplified by Homeric epics Iliad and Odyssey
- The underworld is the final home of all mortals (compare Gilgamesh)
- Devoid of light, joy, hope and vitality
- No escape
- Therefore, life is extremely precious
- It is the mark of a hero to risk one’s life in battle
- The hero’s reward is honour (timé) and glory (kleos) that will outlive with him in the forms of song and monuments
- A hero was honoured even before death when after a huge battle, the hero would be given a good amount of the treasures that was gathered during battle
- Glory would often be marked by a monument, but you would be honoured if you died early; if you died of old age that wouldn’t happen
- Children are another form of “immortality”
 
The Underworld – “katabasis”
- Entrances at the extreme and inaccessible regions of the world; a cave or some kind of opening
- Had to sail northward across the River of Ocean, earth’s far boundary where sky’s vault touches the ground and the sun sinks into darkness
- Souls must cross over a river (Styx, Acheron)
- Charon is the ferry-man (after Homer); when people died coins were laid on their eyes and were meant as a form of payment to Charon so they could get across the river
- Hermes is a psychopomp, brings souls down to the underworld
- Cerberus: many- headed dog, guards the gates of Hades
 
Elysium and Tartarus
- Rarely, Zeus allows a lucky soul to go to Elysium; stereotypical image of Heaven
- A paradise, full of light and music
 
- Tartarus, the “cellar of Hades”, is even further below, and is the home of those singled out for the most horrible punishments (e.g. Tityus, Tantalus, Sisyphus, Ixion)
- These punishers were witnessed during Odysseus’ visit to the Underworld
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Tityus
- A son of Zeus; Tityus is not to sleep with somebody who sleeps with Zeus; Tityus is not immortal
- Tried to rape Leto
- Killed by Leto’s children, Artemis and Apollo, killed by arrows
- In the Underworld, he is tied to the ground, two vultures devouring his liver (seat of passions)
 
Tantalus
- Son of Zeus, became king of Lydia
- Dined with the Gods, even though Tantalus is mortal
- Stole their Divine Food
- Tried to feed his son Pelops to the Gods; he killed his son and cooked him and tried to feed him to the Gods
- Pelops is put together by the Gods, but Demeter ate the shoulder of Pelops by accident by being distracted by her grief for Persephone; Pelops is said to have a shoulder of ivory to replace what Demeter ate
- Punished in the Underworld
                  ‘ tantalized’ by food and water just out of his reach
 
Sisyphus
- Son of Aeolus
- A trickster
- He ties up Thanatos (Death), so no-one can die
- Ares releases Thanatos, and hands over Sisyphus to Thanatos
- Sisyphus tricks Hades and Persephone, by telling them that his wife did not perform correct funeral rites
- Hades allows him to return home, and he stays until he dies of old age
- His punishment in Hades is to roll a rock repeatedly up a hill but the rock rolls back down
 
Ixion
- First to kill his kinsman
                  - Father-in-law (treachery, oath-breaking involved); Ixion got arranged to marry the girl and in return he
would give her father gifts but he sets up a trap and the father fell down stairs into burning coal
- No god could purify him
- Zeus, out of pity, performed the purification and welcomed him among the gods
- Ixion then tried to sleep with Hera
- Hera was replaced by a cloud, which looked exactly like Hera
                  - Kentauros was born as a result; father of the centaurs
- Punishment: tied to a wheel (sometimes fiery), which rolls all over the world as warning to others
 
Later Views
- Over time, myths begin to reflect the idea of virtue’s reward in the afterlife
- Topography of Hades more complex
                  - different regions for different degrees of virtue
- Mystery religions offer hope for a blessed afterlife
- E.g. Eleusinian Mysteries, Orphic cult, Dionysiac Mysteries
 
The Greek Hero – Transcending the Human
 
Oscar Wilde, De Profundis (1897)
- Wrote this while he was in prison; we still have to find out who we are
 
Typical Features of the Hero
- Divine parent and human parent
- Strange birth
- Threatened at birth by hostile forces; usually the mortal father or maternal grandfather
- Often has a divine father and a human father who he sees as a threat
- Early display of special powers
- Education in exile and/or isolation, often by supernatural beings
- Quest, often involving impossible task
                  - E.g. journey to underworld and back
- Slaying of monster or powerful opponent
- Divine assistance (and opposition); that some gods are on the hero’s side; the opposing god is usually Hera
- Return home, spiritually transformed
- Marries a princess and becomes a king
- Unhappy domestic arrangements; not typical of a hero to have a family and children
- Strange death; sometimes a shameful death
- Undying fame through song or cult; Kleos (the fame)
 
Alternately ... Separation, initiation, return - Monomyth
- The hero was separated from his home, and was initiated by some kind of cult or a person to help him
- The hero returns home
 
The Divided Person
- Hero is greater than others, a model to emulate (Pindar’s epinicians – a song or poem written to honour someone, was done a lot during the Olympics)
- But divided: Human and divine, even bestial. Often isolated and alone
- Difficult for hero to know or accept limits
- Hybris and punishment from gods. (eg Gilgamesh, punished by Ishtar with loss of Enkidu)
 
Benefactor and Destroyer
- Protector of civilization, tamer of nature, champion of culture
- But also can be destructive, a violent force of nature, threat to culture. (cf Gilgamesh, warrior, athlete)
                  - Often happens when a hero returns from nature
- The life-story of many gods reflects the pattern above. Which ones? What is the major difference?
 
Perseus – A Rare Integrated Hero
 
Perseus’ Origins
 
                                    Io  +  Zeus
 
  
 
                             Epaphus (Egypt)
 
  
 
       Many generations, return to Greece
 
  
 
                       Acrisius, King of Argos
 
  
 
                              Danae + Zeus
 
  
 
                                    Perseus
 
Early Life
- Acrisius receives a prophecy (story pattern)
- Danae locked in the tower
- Impregnation by Zeus in form of showed of gold
- Acrisius detected that Danae was pregnant
- Perseus and Danae put to sea in a chest; a way of getting rid of them without killing them
- Though in the chest Danae and Perseus were protected by Zeus
 
 
Rescue and Threat
- Chest lands on island of Seriphus
- Rescue by fisherman Dictys (the name means net fisher)
- Perseus comes of age
- His mother is pursued by King Polydectes (means receiver of many, means he is an evil king), brother of Dictys
- Perseus offers him anything else he wants other than his mother; Polydectes says the head of Medusa
- Impossible demand: head of Medusa
 
The Gorgon Medusa
- More than one Gorgon, they are monstrous females typically with wings and snakes for hair
- She doesn’t have a modest female glance but she looks directly you
- She is apotropaic hero; which means that she was a symbol used when someone wanders off to warn the person to get back on the path
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Perseus’ Quest
- Athene helps with advice (wisdom)
- He must seek advice of Graiae (hags); three old women; the Graiae share one eye among three women, and Perseus tricks them by grabbing the eye when they are passing it around
- Tricks Graiae into directing him to nymphs, who give him talismans: cap of invisibility, winged sandals, pouch, for putting Medusa’s head into
- Adamantine sword (sickle, more of an agricultural item than an army weapon), the same weapon that was used to castrate Ouranos, from Hermes is used in beheading of Medusa
- Birth of Pegasus (the horse), because Medusa slept with Poseidon, fathered by Poseidon; this occurred after Perseus cut off Medusa’s head
- Perseus has strength, but he relies more on strategy; he uses his shield to see her, without looking directly at her
- Due to Perseus being able to fly and be invisible; gifts reserved for gods, Perseus is seen as a demigod
- Due to all this, Medusa is often associated with both the upper world and the Underworld
 
Relief, 6th C. BC
- A relief sculpture which was carved on stone
 
Perseus’ Marriage
- This happens as Perseus flies over Ethiopia after he kills Medusa
- Cassiopeia (queen) and Cepheus (king) of Ethiopia
                  - Their daughter, Andromeda
- Cassiopeia claims she is as beautiful as the nymphs
- Cassiopeia’s hybristic boasting angers Poseidon, who demands the sacrifice of Andromeda
- Chained to a cliff, she awaits a sea-monster
- Perseus kills the monster, using the head of Medusa; rescues her, and claims her hand in marriage
- Andromeda is chained to the rock, ready for death, but she is dressed as a bride
- Perseus and Andromeda have a son, Perses
 
Return
- Perseus returns to Seriphos and turns Polydectes and his court to stone
- Gives head of Medusa to Athena, who places it on her shield or aegis; explains the snakes associated with her
- Perseus gives up the sword to Hermes who gives it to the nymphs
- Returns to Argos, where he was born, accidently kills his grandfather Acrisius with a discus, it was a prophecy that he would kill his grandfather
- Becomes king of Tiryns and Mycenae; he made a deal with several men for them to rule Argos because Perseus didn’t want to
- Catasterization
- Perseus derives his power directly from females, who give him magical items and weapons; he also does things to protect women (his mother and Andromeda) and not to gain immortality or reputation; and he easily sets down into a peaceful life, where other heroes have difficulty
- Upon his death Perseus and Andromeda are transformed into constellations by Athene; so Perseus actually accomplished a hero’s quest for immortality and reputation
- Bellerophon was a rider of Pegasus who killed a fire-breathing monster, Chimaera, and tries to leap into heaven on Pegasus, which angered the gods
 
Athena’s Aegis
- Has the power to make a man impotent
 
The “Girl’s Tragedy” and Danae
- Prohibition (forbidden to marry)
- Seclusion (locked in a tower)
- Violation of prohibition (Zeus’ rain shower and conception of Perseus)
- Threat of punishment or death (set to sea in chest, with Perseus)
- Liberation (rescue by Dictys)
- This is a common story pattern; very common in children stories
Herakles – A Panhellenic Hero
- Herakles is honoured by all of Greece, he is not just associated with a certain region
 
Herakles (Hercules)
 
                                    Perseus + Andromeda                                                                                   Perseus is son of Zeus
 
  
 
Alcaeus           Electryon               Styhenelus
 
  
 
Amphitryon + Alkmene                    Eurystheus
 
  
 
Herakles (Zeus) and Iphikles (Amphitryon)
 
Persecution by Hera
- Zeus’ oath; that Eurystheus can be included
- One day when Amphitryon was working, Zeus disguised himself as Amphitryon and had sex with Alkmene and that caused the birth of Herakles; Herakles is half-human and half-divine
- Herakles name means “Glory of Hera”, but Hera despises the child
- Labour of Alkmene delayed, it was said the next descendant of Perseus would be King, so Hera speeded up the birth of Eurystheus’, who came earlier
- Two snakes in the twins’ nursery, which Hera put in; Herakles strangles the two snakes
- Milky way – Zeus tried to trick Hera into nursing Herakles while Hera sleeps and one night when she wakes up Hera pulls Herakles away from her breast and spills some of the milk which becomes the Milky Way
 
 Education
- Music teacher Linus; is actually a bad music teacher, Herakles is angered and hits Linus, and not knowing his actual strength kills Linus
- Sent away to Chiron, the wise centaur; Chiron teaches healing arts
 
Heroic Appetites
- Sleeps with fifty daughters of Thespius; Thespius wanted grandsons so he got Herakles drunk and sent in his daughters to sleep with him
- Loves to eat and drink
 
Euripides’ Herakles: Tragic Marriage
- First wife Megara
- Herakles was pretty happy being married and Hera gets angered
- Herakles is driven mad by Hera; Herakles tragically kills his wife and children
 
Atonement
- Oracle at Delphi instructs him to atone by serving his cousin Eurystheus
- 12 labours (pp. 332-333)   *This is important*
- Confrontations with death
- Taming of nature; making the natural world safe for civilization
- Glory (Hera – kleos); his name comes from Hera, his step mother, and Kleos, means glory, which he gains due to his confrontations
- His first six labour were all kind of local and close to where he was from
 
Nemean Lion
- A lion that is ravaging the country side, it is larger than a regular lion
- It’s skin is resistant to any weapons, so Herakles wrestles the lion
- He then uses the claw of the lion to skin the lion itself; Herakles then wears the lions skin and carries a club, which from then on was his trademark, before which was his famous bow
Hydra
- A female reptilian monster with snake heads
- Cutting off one head causes more heads to grow back
- Herakles has a companion who helps him kill the hydra; his companion burned the neck so the next head could not spring up (similar to Gilgamesh having Enkidu)
- This way they manage to kill the hydra
- Herakles then dips his arrows in the blood of the hydra making them lethal
 
Cerynitian Hind (Golden Hind)
- A deer which is sacred to Artemis; this isn’t a hard task but with this he must gain Artemis’ glory/trust
- It took him a year
 
Erymanthian Boar
- A boar which is killing in the countryside
- Eurystheus is so scared when he hears Herakles is coming back and hides in a jar, Herakles threatens to stuff the boar in the jar
- Herakles pursues the boar into occupied centaur territory and a centaur calls in other centaurs who attack Herakles, while he is defending himself he injures the host, Pholus, and the good centaurs Chiron
 
Augean Stables
- King Augeas wanted Herakles to clean his stable, which Herakles demands payment for, Herakles does this by diverting the course of two rivers to wash through the barn
 
Stymphalian Birds
- The birds were creating a public nuisance and Herakles drove them off and shot them as they flew away from an Arcadian town
 
Cretan Bull
- The bovine parent of the Minotaur, which Herakles caught and released it near Marathon
 
Thracian horses
- Flesh eating horses, Herakles feeds them their owner King Diomedes
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Hippolyte, the Amazon Queen
- You have to subdue the Amazon queen to get something from her; you can’t just ask her to give it
- One of the tasks that Herakles went on
- Had to bring back the belt of the Hippolyte
 
Geryon
- Herakles had to bring back a cattle of Geryon
- A place where the sun sets
- It was thought this was the farthest place where Herakles went in the west
- Geryon had 3 heads, 6 arms and 3 shields, and a dog
- Herakles had to do tasks which forced him to go far away
- He had to travel to the Underworld for this and it is said that Geryon may be the herdsman of the dead
 
Golden Apples of the Hesperides
- Apples of immortality that grow on the Tree of Life in a garden where the sun sets; in some versions the Titan Atlas retrieves the apples while Herakles holds up the world
 
 
Presentation of Cerberus
- Herakles brought back Cerberus to Eurystheus who hides in the jar because he is scared
- Herakles is said to have shot Hades during the presentation of Cerberus
 
12 Tasks
- Herakles had to perform these labours after killing his wife and children
 
Crime and Enslavement
- After the murder of a rival, he must again atone, this time by enslavement to Omphale, a foreign queen.
- This is because he killed a person who was a guest in his house, which is a crime
 
Sophocles’ Women of Trachis: Second Marriage
- Deianeira – name means name destroyer
- Herakles takes Deianeira as a bride, and they eventually go on trip to return to Herakles’ home
- Assault by Nessus, a centaur; a centaur who offers to take Deianeira across the river on his back, and half way through the centaur assaults Deianeira
- Arrows dipped in blood of Hydra
- Nessus’ trick; Nessus tells Deianeira that he feels bad and gives Deianeira a potion, which was Nessus’ blood contaminated with the hydra poison, this is a way of Nessus getting revenge on his killer, Herakles
- Herakles lusts after Iole, whose father says he can’t have her, Herakles sacks her city and destroys it
- Lethal ‘love’ potion, Deianeira uses this potion on a robe and gives it to a messenger, who delivers it to Herakles, and Herakles puts it on and when the sun comes up the potion melts away Herakles’ flesh
- Herakles is still alive and he asks some people to build a pyre and he gets on there and they light it
- Deianeira finds out about the potion and jumps onto Herakles’ sword and kills herself
 
Apotheosis
- Burned alive on a pyre, Herakles ascends to Olympus to join his father
- Reconciled with Hera, he is given Hebe (Youth) as his bride
- Herakles wins immortality
 
Jason – A Problematic Hero
 
Early Myth, Late Sources
- The myth of Jason is very old (the Odyssey refers to it), but our major sources for it are later
- Pindar’s Pythian 4 (462 BC), features a noble Jason, altered by later writers
                  - Euripides’ tragedy Medea (431 BC)
                  - Apollonius of Rhodes’ epic Argonautica (Hellenistic) 
 
Iolcus in Thessaly
 
Aeolus (a wind god)                                                   Aeolus was known to be a wind god but not known if he was Jason’s ancestor.
                     2 generations
 
 
                  Aeson         Pelias
 
  
 
                  Jason
 
Early Threat
- Aeson the rightful king, driven from the throne by Pelias
- Infant son Jason sent away from home to protect him from Pelias
- Jason raised and educated in the countryside by the centaur Chiron
 
Impossible Quest
- Prophecy by youth with a single sandal
- Jason comes of age, heads home to Iolcus
- Loses a sandal and wins the friendship of Hera; he helps Hera who was disguised as an old woman to cross a river
- Impossible quest: retrieval of Golden Fleece from Colchis
- After he retrieves the Fleece he has an adventure on the way back and travels worldwide
 
Colchis
 
                     Helios
 
 
Pasiphae        Aeetes (son)      Circe (witch)
 
  
 
           Medea (girl)        Absyrtus (boy)
 
Jason and the Argonauts
- First ship built with the help of Athena: ARGO (swift)
- Argonauts: included Herakles, Orpheus, and many others (fathers of Trojan heroes)
- Many adventures and obstacles, monsters slain, battles fought, women impregnated
 
Medea
- Daughter of king Aeetes, a witch, falls in love with Jason (Aphrodite, Hera, Athena look out for Jason)
- Pelias, who worships every god but Hera, and scorns her; Hera believes that Medea can kill Pelias for her
- Her magical powers enable Jason to perform impossible tasks set by Aeetes:
      - yoking of bulls, sowing of dragon’s teeth in a land as if they were seeds, battle with army of sown men grown  
      from the dragon’s teeth
- She drugs the dragon guarding the Golden Fleece
- She also gives him a lotion which makes him resistant to the fire of dragon
- Marriage in return for betrayal of her father
 
Escape and Crime
- Murder of Absyrtus, son of Aeetes, who Medea kills and chops into pieces and dumps the pieces in the water, so that the other ship has to stop and collect the pieces, which slows them down and allows her and Jason to escape
- Return to Iolcus, where the Argonauts started from. Pelias refuses to give up the throne still. Medea plays a trick on Pelias, on the kids of Pelias. She takes an old ram, puts in special herbs and boils the ram and then opens the pot and the ram comes out being young. Medea tells that to Pelias’ daughters and they put him in the pot but he dies.
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Medea Rejuvenating a Ram
- Even though Pelias’ daughters kill their father, Medea is responsible for the plan, so her and Jason have to flee Iolcus
 
Euripides’ Medea (431 BC)
- Jason and Medea fled Iolcus and settled in Corinth, had 2 sons
- Jason arranges a marriage with Glauke, the Greek princess of Corinth; she is a purebred Greek princess, not foreign
- This would be good for Jason for a strong Greek alliance
- Medea feels betrayed and dishonoured by Jason’s breaking of his oath to her
- She gets revenge
- The father of the bride comes to Medea and asks her to leave the country
- Medea falls to his feet and begs him for a day to make arrangements before she leaves the country
- At the start of the play everyone feels sympathetic for Medea, but in the end that sympathy turns to horror
- Aegeus, king of Athens, comes along and Medea asks him that he would provide a safe passage for her no matter what happens
- Medea sends her two sons with a present for Glauke, the chest contained a gold crown and a woven dress
- Medea smeared the dress in the poison similar to the one that killed Herakles
- The poison eventually melts off her flesh, and the crown is fused into her head
- Her father also touches Glauke and he also starts dying and he is fused to her
 
Medea Killing Her Son (4th C BC)
- Medea knows that people are going to come for them so she takes her children and kills them
- Medea kills her own children just to get revenge on her husband
- Medea is dressed in a dress which marks her as a foreigner
 
Delacroix (1862) and Cezanne (1880-85)
- Two paintings that show Medea killing her sons
- Medea destroyed Jason’s chances of Jason carrying on his name by killing his children and his wife
- Similar to Deianeira, but Deianeira did it by accident without knowing
- Medea’s name means that she is highly intelligent
- When Aegis came to Medea, Aegis wasn’t able to have kids and Medea says she is a witch and she will ensure that Aegis will have kids
- Even though Medea is the mother, it is thought of the children being the father’s, that they are more of the fathers than the mothers
- Even though Jason was married,
- To have children, is legitimate to be a Greek man and a Greek female
- Medea is foreign so it is alright for him to have children with her, and the relationship with Glauke is alright
 
Medea ex Machina
- A vase which shows Medea escaping in a chariot with snakes pulling them
- It shows the two dead children, Jason standing on the side, and the little ram that she rejuvenated
- Medea gets away and escapes to Athens and she ends up marrying Aegis for a while
 
Jason’s Unheroic Death
- Over involved with foreign female powers
- Death by blank of rotting ship; Jason was lying on a beach and a plank fell on him and killed him
- The ship is associated with the heroic quest and it kind of signifies how his heroism is bad
- Jason does not gain divinity or is not made an object of a cult like Theseus, Perseus and Herakles
 
Procne
- Athenian princess, married to Tereus, who is a foreigner that was arranged for marriage by her father
- Tereus helped her father win a war
- Son Itys (or Itylus)
- Procne has a sister Philomela
- Procne wants Tereus to bring Philomela to her for a visit
- Tereus’ rapes Philomela, and cuts off her tongue so she couldn’t talk and locks her up in a cabin close to where Tereus live
- Philomela’s narrative; Philomela sows everything that kept happened to her on a cloth and sends it Procne, eventually Procne sees this cloth
- Procne’s revenge; Procne and Philomela cooks up Itys, Procne’s son, and serves it to Tereus as food and only after does he realize what happens
- Tereus chases them around the house and is about to kill them, the gods look down on them in pity and change all of them into birds
- Tereus was change into a hoopoe and some stories say a hawk
- Procne was changed into a nightingale, singing songs of remorse for her son
- Philomela was changed into a swallow, which has no songs
- Opposite of what happened to Medea, where Medea betrays her family, but Procne betrays her new husband and chooses her own family
- Metamorphosis
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Theseus of Athens
- Theseus in some way is exactly like Herakles
 
Sources
- Bacchylides: 5th century BC – Lyric Poem
- Euripides: 480 BCE – 406 BCE Herakles; Hippolytus
- Sophocles: 496 BCE – 406 BCE – Oedipus at Colonus Note: Attic writers, Athenian playwrights
- Plutarch: 46 – 120 CE (earlier sources) – Life of Theseus
- Apollodorus
 
Discovery
- Tithemi
- Thesmos
 
Genealogy
 
Pittheus (King of Troezen)                                                                                                                Similarities
                                                                                                                                                                  1) Mortal grandfather
Aethra – Poseidon – Aegeus                                                                                                           2) Dual parentage
                                                                                                                                                                  3) Divine parentage
Theseus
                                                                                                                                                                  Distinction
Electryon (Mycenae)                                                                                                                         1) Heraklean pedigree
                                                                                                                                                                       a) Zeus
Alcmena – Zeus – Amphytryon                                                                                                          b) Alcmena
                                                                                                                                                                       c) Perseus
Herakles                                                                                                                                                 2) Panhellenic
 
- Aethra, a princess of Troezen, slept with Aegeus and Poseidon the same night, and became pregnant with Theseus
- Aegeus left sandals and a sword under a boulder in Troezen and said when the child was able to prove himself to get the sandals and sword and return them to him
 
The Labours
1. Corynetes (the club, the symbol of Herakles!)
2. Procrustes – killing him, what Procrustes did to others
3. Sceiron – pushing Scieron of a cliff into a snapping turtle
4. Cretan Bull (same)
5. Sinis
6. Sow (Erymanthian Boar of Herakles)
 
A Local Hero, Journey from Troezen to Athens
1. Corynetes
2. Sinis
3. Sow
4. Sceiron
5. Cercyon (wrestler)
6. Procrustes
- The path that Theseus took starts him off at Troezen and leads him to Athens
- During that time, it would be a lot safer to take the boat, but instead he chooses to go over land
 
Cretans
 
            Zeus + Europa              Perse + Helios (sun god)                                                                 Women 
 
  
 
          Minos + Pasiphae + Bull          Aeetes     Circe
 
  
 
     Ariadne   Phaedra    Minotaur    Medea    
 
Athenian Tribute
- 14 youths (7 men and 7 women)
- Death of Minos’ son in Athens; Minos was a King
Daedalus
- Pasiphae – unusual affection for a bull due to a curse from Poseidon
- Icarus, his son
Family of Helios and Zeus
- Daedalus built the labyrinth for Minos
- Theseus got tired of Athens sacrificing 14 youths every year to Minos, since Minos’ son got killed; Theseus decides to be sent to Crete to the labyrinth
- Pasiphae falls in love with a bull
- Daedalus, who is an inventor, creates a device to allow Pasiphae to have sex with the bull
- Daedalus, creates wings with wax for Icarus (Ovid), his son, so they can escape since they were held captive; he warns him not to fly too high or the sun will melt the wax and if too low the sea foam will make the wings wet
- Icarus got too excited and flew too close to the sun and the wax melted and he fell in the ocean
 
Ariadne – The Helper- Maiden (a second Medea?)
- Daughter of King Minos (Minotaur is half-brother) (link to Absyrtus) (goes against her father)
- Daughter of a “foreign” king (at least an enemy)
- Gives a sword and ball of red fleece (symbolic!)
- She gives of the womanly arts and asks Daedalus for help (so he can tell Theseus how to kill the Minotaur)
- The fleece is so he can get out of the maze once he kills the Minotaur
- Abandonment by Theseus on Naxos
- Rescue by Dionysus
- Marriage to Dionysus (3 kids - Thoas, Oenopion, Staphylus)
 
The Minotaur
- Roman mosaic, 2nd – 3rd century CE
- Attic BF, ~550 BCE
 
Phaedra – Manifestation of Ariadne?
- Euripides’ Hippolytus and Seneca’s Phaedra
- Daughter of King Minos
- Again: daughter of “foreign” king (at least an enemy); sister of Ariadne
- Convinces Theseus that his son Hippolytus was interested in her sexually
- Two versions of her death: (1) letter (2) she tells him
- Curse of Poseidon; Theseus gets Poseidon to kill Hippolytus
- Death of Hippolytus (made possible by Phaedra) (clear link here to Medea)
- Continuation of the Ariadne story line
- Phaedra is in love with Hippolytus
- Artemis tells Theseus that Hippolytus was innocent and that Aphrodite is responsible for the death
 
Amazonomachy
- Shield of Athena Parthenos
- Stoa Poikile (agora)
- Hippolyta/Hippolytus (subdued/deafeated)
- Battle between the Amazons and the Athenians
- Not a lot of surviving evidence about this but there is some such as the shield of Athena
 
Death of Theseus – Anticlimatic
- Unlike Herakles, his death is not reported in a climatic way, and is rather uncertain
- May have results from political rivalries (?) (Scyrus) (Menestheus)
- Theseus either falls or is pushed off a cliff
- Worshipped as a god in Athens – believed that the spirit of Theseus watched over their city (Athens) in the Persian war and battle of Marathon
- Persian War
- Battle of Marathon
 
Threads
- Jason (Argonautika)
- Athenian Theseus
- Herakles
- Brains vs Braun
- Heroic Beauty – ancients have a notion that a person’s beauty is magical and heroic
- David Bowie
 
Athenian Theseus
Why do we have Theseus written as an Athenian Hero? Why Athens?
 
1. Political rivalry among Athenians? Theseis (6th century BCE) by Alkmeonai Peisistratidai (Herakles)
2. Propaganda for 5th century Athens? First Peloponnesian War (460-445 BCE), Second Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE), Persian Wars (499-488 BC)
 
Herakles
Time has no meaning in mythology
- Euripides’ Herakles
     - Theseus as the ‘harbourer’
- Voyage to the Underworld
     - Rescued by Herakles (Pirithous)
- Jason and the Argonauts
     - Pirithous; Medea (Argonautika)
- The Amazonomachy
     - Athenian legend; Hippolytus; Herakles
- The Centauromachy
     - Lapiths (King Pirithous)
 
- Herakles uses active strength to rescue Theseus when he was stuck in a chair when they travelled to the Underworld to get brides and Theseus tries to get Persephone
 
Brains vs Braun – Theseus vs Herakles
- Herakles fighting natural foes: taming, subduing, killing (wilderness, animals)
- Theseus’ intellectual labours: turnabout, trickery, forethought (land( (humans)
- Theseus knows the power of his beauty
- Theseus “harbours” offenders (as Athens) (Oedipus at Colonus, Herakles) (excerpts)
- Theseus is taking people that no one else wants to take in
 
Heroic Beauty – The Power of Love: Why they “Fall for It”
Aphrodite (Eros)
- Phusis (Nature), it’s like Aphrodite knows who has a heart of love, who will easily fall in love (Hipp., Od.)
- Eros (Desire)
Good Examples:
-Jason and Medea
- Theseus and Ariadne
- Phaedra and Hippolytus (26)
- Paris and Helen
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Causes of the Trojan War
 
Major Sources
- Epic Cycle
     - Lost Greek epic poems (e.g. Cypria)
     - Preserved in fragments, quotations, summaries; not a continuous text but in fragments
 
- Later Literature based on early myths
     - e.g. Greek tragedy, Latin epic
 
House of Tyndareus (Sparta)
 
                                                     Tyndareus + Leda + Zeus (swan)
 
  
 
                            Clytemnestra      Helen    Castor    Polydeuces (Pollux)
 
- Leda sleeps with both Zeus and Tyndareus on the same night; children that are underlined are from Zeus
- Two children are from Zeus (Polydeuces and Helen) and two from Tyndareus (Castor and Clytemnestra)
- Usually a mortal sleeping with Zeus caused a male child, but in this case it was a female, Helen, who is therefore the most beautiful
- Clytemnestra and Helen are females, Castor and Polydeuces are males
 
Helen Chooses Her Husband
- Many suitors
- Tyndareus’ problem; no matter who he chooses to be her husband, he will make enemies with everyone else
- Odysseus’ advice: suitors’ oath, that the suitors will let Helen choose and that everyone else will abide by their choice and they will protect whoever disobeys the oath
- Helen chooses Menelaus, son of Atreus
- Chooses because she is the most beautiful female
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
House of Atreus (Argos)
 
                                                                        Tantalus
 
  
 
                                                       Pelops                    Niobe
 
  
 
                                      Thyestes           Atreus    +    Aerope
 
  
 
                    Aegisthus + 2 sons       Agamemnon     Menelaus
                                                                 (Clytemnestra)    (Helen)
 
Wedding of Peleus and Thetis
- Peleus, King of Phthia in Thessaly
- An Argonaut
- Nereids (including Thetis) swim up out of the sea to admire the first ship
- Peleus wanted to marry Thetis when he saw her swim up
- The gods agreed, although she was divine
- Why? If they marry her off to a mortal, she won’t have a son who is stronger than Zeus.
 
Peleus and Thetis
- People associated with water have the ability to shapeshift; Thetis has this ability
- In an image, Peleus is grabbing on and holding to Thetis while she shapeshifts
- In the images Thetis has snakes and a lion around her
 
The Wedding
- Commensality of gods and mortals
     - Compare feast at Mekone
- Eris (Strife) not invited, but she finds out anyways
- She arrives with her ‘apple of discord’
- The apple is thrown onto the table and it is inscribed “For the most beautiful”
- There is a fight over this now
 
Marriage of Peleus and Thetis
- Gods bring in food and presents to the wedding
 
Divine Beauty Contest
- Hera, Athena and Aphrodite all claim the apple
- Zeus’ problem; Zeus is in the position of being the father, he will make enemies if he decides
- He decides that Paris will judge
 
Trojan Royal House
 
                                                     Laomedon
 
  
 
                                                 Priam  +  Hecuba (Hekabe)
 
  
 
          Paris, Cassandra, ......., Hector  + Andromache
 
  
 
                                                                Astyanax
 
Paris (Alexander)
- Hecuba’s dream; she thought she was giving birth to a flaming torch and she thought that Paris would lead to the downfall of Troy, therefore on his birth his parents put him in the wild thinking that he would be killed
- Exposure on Mt. Ida
- Raised by shepherds
 
The Judgement
- Hermes escorts the goddesses to Mount Ida
- Hera offers power
- Grey-eyed Athena offers glory in battle
- Aphrodite offers the most beautiful woman in the world; Paris finds this offer irresistible
 
Paris Chooses Aphrodite
- Wins Helen’s hand and Aphrodite’s favour
- Wrath of Hera and Athena; these therefore favour the Greeks
- Because Paris chose Aphrodite, she is on the side of the Trojans
 
Aphrodite’s Promise Fulfilled
- Paris is recognized and rejoins the royal family
- Priam sends him on an embassy to Sparta
- Abduction of Helen
     - Violation of xenia; since Paris is a host in Menelaus’ house
- Menelaus invokes the oath of the suitors
 
Abduction of Helen
- Image of Paris and Helen, and Cupid in the background; Cupid represents desire
- Hera’s gaze also indicates that she also desires Paris; she blames herself for being a bad woman and wife
- The image portrays Helen’s abduction as a wedding
 
Recruitments
- Odysseus
     - Odysseus tries to not get drafted into the war by acting insane
     - Trick of insanity foiled by Palamedes; Palamedes takes Odysseus’ baby and puts the child into the way of a 
       plow and Odysseus stops the plow, proving that he is sane
- Achilles (Akhilleus)
     - He is around 16 at this time
     - Hidden on an island Skyros, dressed as a girl by his mother Thetis; imposed as one of the daughters of a king
       on that island
     - Discovered by Odysseus; Odysseus comes as a merchant and sells things to all the daughters and then whips
       out a trumpet and blows it, indicating the island is under attack and Achilles throws off the girly clothes
- The Greeks gather at Aulis, a port, and they then swim to Troy
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From Prometheus Bound to Agamemnon
 
The Iliad
- The Iliad is not about the Trojan War but about the wrath of Achilles
 
The Trojan Experience
 
Figures to Watch in the Iliad
- Calchas (Kalkhas) – the prophet for the Greek army; Calchas has the ability to interpret the will of the gods; he is the bearer of bad news
- Ajax (Aias) – strong warrior on the Greek side; can be compared to Achilles
- Nestor – an old warrior and great talker; he lived through 3 generations already; he loves to talk and tell old stories from the day; he is the container of tradition and he is like a role model for other heroes; he is a councillor
- Diomedes – a Greek warrior; when Achilles is absent, Diomedes is the one who gets a lot of attention from the Gods; he is a foil for Achilles
- Patroclus (Patroklos) – Achilles’ close companion; he is like a double for Achilles; he withdraws from battle when Achilles withdraws
- Phoenix – a member of Achilles’ household; represents Achilles background
- Hektor – Trojan prince and warrior; son of Priam and Hecuba; he is the greatest warrior on the Trojan side
- Aeneas – Trojan prince and warrior; not a huge role in the Iliad, but he becomes a hero later on
 
Women of the Iliad
- Helen – has a connection to the Greeks, but is with Paris
- (Khryseis) – (-eis means daughter) daughter of Khryses, priest of Apollo, seized by the Greeks in a raid
- Briseis – captive belonging to Achilles
- Hecuba – Trojan queen; mother of Hektor; almost all sons killed on the battlefield
- Andromache – Hector’s wife; Represents the heragon or royal virtue; became Hektor’s wife after being a captive of war
- Thetis – divine mother of Achilles
 
Names for the Greek and Trojans
Synonyms for each of the sides
Greeks                                       Trojans and Troy
(Akhaians)                                Dardanians
Danaans                                    Ilium (Ilion) - Troy
Argives                                      Pergamum – Troy
 
Key Concepts for the Iliad
- Glory (kleos) – in song and monuments after death; Recompense for early death.
- Honour (timé) – recognition of worth by means of gifts in division of spoils; the gifts are split up among the heroes when the battle is over
- Fate – unavoidable, even by gods
- Nostos – return home
 
Bard (Crete, 8th c BC)
- A figure of a little man who is playing the lyre
 
The Iliad
- Last year of the ten-year war
- Achilles’ wrath, withdrawal and return to battle
- The tragedy of Hector? Iliad involves this since Hector dies to the hands of Achilles.
- Iliad ends with re-integration of Achilles, and funeral of Hector
- Disruption and restoration of ritual
- Forms of exchange; such as the exchange of honour
     - Violent or peaceful
- This is a Trojan story, yet Hektor is portrayed like a monster
 
Breakdown of Ritual Reciprocity
- Khryseis has been taken in war, given to Agamemnon (violent exchange, timé)
- She is a virgin and a valuable piece of property; so she is given to Agamemnon
- Her father Khryses, a priest of Apollo, offers ransom (treasure) as ritual suppliant (peaceful exchange)
- Khryses has ribbons on his head, which shows he is a followed of Apollo
- Agamemnon abuses him (breakdown of reciprocity)
- Agamemnon says that Khryseis is his and he won’t give her back
- Khryseis prays to Apollo, to punish the Greeks (ritual); Apollo sends a plague down for nine days to punish the Greeks
- Wrath of Achilles changes the course of nature; on the tenth day the plague breaks
- Agamemnon agrees later to give Khryseis back to Khryses
- Achilles gets mad because he did get his honour on the Greek side and this causes him to withdraw from battle
- Apollo punishes Greeks
 
Crisis of Authority
- Agamemnon has lost timé
- He takes Briseis, Akhilleus’ prize
     - violent exchange (hybris), Akhilleus loses timé)
- Akhilleus withdraws and prays to Thetis, who supplicates Zeus
- Zeus agrees to punish Greeks
- Because Achilles’ mother is divine, Achilles knows his choice, whether to die early and die with kleos (glory), or go back home and die of old age and not have kleos
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Who was not loved by Apollo?
Daphne, Cassandra, Hyacinth, Ariadne, Leto          Ariadne was not loved
 
Agamemnon Taking Briseis
- Agamemnon rejects a peaceful exchange of goods from the priest, and Agamemnon taking Briseis
- Apollo takes the priest’s side
 
Achilles’ Double Fate
Nostos: return home, old age
                       Or
Kleos: glory, early death at Troy
 
Jupiter and Thetis (Ingres, 1811)
- Hera sends Athena, who grasps Achilles, and is not visible to anyone else; she tells him to calm down, and if he does that Agamemnon will suffer, and that Achilles will profit from this; Achilles says snaps at Agamemnon in words, calling Agamemnon a coward
- Thetis grasps Zeus and tells him to favour the Trojans; but Hera doesn’t like the Trojans because Paris didn’t pick her; this is because Achilles wanted Thetis to tell Zeus to make the Greeks go back to their sheeps and leave
- Zeus told Hera to stand there and be still
 
Authority in the Iliad
- Achilles challenges Agamemnon’s authority
- What is the source of his authority? Agamemnon is the richest person and he is also the brother of Menelaus, whose wife got stolen.
- On Olympus, Zeus’ authority is also challenged. How does he respond? How does the conflict turn out? (402-403)
- How do we evaluate Achilles’ character at this point in the narrative?
 
Iliad – Book 3 and 4
- Paris wants to battle Menelaus one on one; Aphrodite eventually has to come in and rescues Paris, and sets him down with Helen
- Athene and Hera want to punish the Trojans, while Aphrodite wants to save them; all of this is due to Paris picking Aphrodite
- Ares urges the Trojans on; Athena encourages the Greeks
 
Akhilleus’ Absence
- Diomedes’ aristeia (406-407)
- Rescue of Aeneas (407)
- Meeting of Hektor and Andromakhe (408-410)
- Aias and Hektor duel (412-414)
- Embassy to Akhilleus (417 ff)
- aristeia – is a presentation of virtue in a battle; Diomedes has this aristeia
- Diomedes gets shot with an arrow by Pandaros, and Diomedes pulls it out and goes back into battle
- Diomedes addresses Athena, who is on the Trojan side, but it is like Athena comes down to him and tells him that when he is fighting the Trojans, to not fight with the gods but accept them and imagine fighting Aphrodite
- Diomedes fights and scares away Aphrodite, who is the mother of Aeneas, who is in battle and wounded; Aphrodite was trying to rescue her son Aeneas; after she is wounded Apollo steps in to protect him and even Diomedes tries to take him on
- Aeneas destiny is to escape from the ruins of burning Troy and he is the founder of the Roman race
- After Aphrodite is scared away, Ares comes in to protect Aeneas and Ares fights Diomedes
- Diomedes even mentions to get a hit on Ares, and cuts him; Ares then retreats
- Diomedes then encounters Glaucus, a Trojan, and they discover that their grandfathers were good friends; so they exchange their armours and return to fight other members of the opposing armies
- Hektor goes into Troy to talk to Paris and a couple other people, one of which is Andromakhe, his wife
- Andromakhe went to a tower to watch the battle, and Hektor goes to meet her by the gates of Troy
- Andromakhe is there with her son, and Hektor gets a lot of joy from seeing his son, Astyanax
- There is a tender moment between Hektor and Andromakhe, and Andromakhe fears that Hektor is going to die, she is afraid of what will happen to her and her son, if Hektor dies
- Andromakhe talks about her family, she says how her father, Eetion, and mother died, Achilles killed them when he attacked Thebe, which was the town that Eetion was king of; but Achilles didn’t despoil them
- Achilles performed a burial rite for Andromakhe’s father, but Achilles did not take Andromakhe’s father army back to the Greeks
- Achilles also killed Andromakhe’s 7 brothers
- When Achilles takes Andromakhe’s mother, he eventually lets her go after her friends offer treasure in return for her
- Hektor pictures his wife, who is royalty among Troy, and he sees her as a slave
- It’s like a clash between the battlefield and the household
- Hektor then takes his child, he takes off his helmet, and holds up his son and says that he wishes that someday his son will become a better warrior than he was
- This is an important speech
- He then gives the child back
- When Troy gets burned down, the Greeks are afraid that Astyanax, son of Hektor, could become a huge threat, so they throw him over the walls of Troy
- Also on the way out Hektor encounters Paris who is polishing his armour; Paris admits that he is a coward
- The Greeks and Trojans then decide they will have a battle between the best warriors from each side, and this will decide who will win the war
- Ajax (Aias) and Hektor both fight for the whole day and they then withdraw from battle, since they are both equal, and they both give each other gifts; this was when Achilles withdrew from battle
- Hektor gives Ajax his sword, Ajax gives Hektor the jockstrap
- Eventually Ajax commits suicide by jumping onto the sword, and the jockstrap that Hektor receives is eventually used by Achilles to tie Hektor to the chariot and drag them; both presents eventually lead to bad things
- The Greeks and Trojans then agree to a 1 day truce to bury their dead
- Zeus says to the Gods that he wants none of them to go onto the battlefield
- Hektor does not realize that Zeus has let the Trojans win for a while
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A descent to the world of the dead is called
a) epiphany – divine revelation of the gods
b) eggue – agreement made between the father of the bride and the groom
c) katabasis – descent to the world of the dead
d) a mystery
e) ekdosis – the giving away of the bride; ritual where the bride passes from the father to the groom
 
Embassy to Achilles
- Book 9
- Ajax; he is the most similar to Achilles
- People have the 3rd dinner of the night; they offer meat to the Gods
- Odysseus tells a speech and tries to get Achilles to come back to fight for the Greeks; Agamemnon is offering Achilles gifts, but Achilles will still have to serve Agamemnon
- Achilles speaks to Patroclus; Achilles and Patroclus are similar to Gilgamesh and Enkidu
- Patroclus is recalling the words of Achilles’ father; how his father was pleased when he heard Achilles is going to fight with the Greeks
- Achilles withdrew from battle because Agamemnon took away Briseis, but now Agamemnon is offering a lot more for Achilles to return to battle; offering Briseis, wealth, part of Agamemnon’s kingdom, beautiful women from Lesbos and more
- Agamemnon is offering Achilles kleos by telling Achilles if he fights Hektor; that Achilles will win because Hektor is overconfident right now
- Achilles says that he fought for Agamemnon a lot and he doesn’t respect Agamemnon; Achilles says that Agamemnon is shameless for taking away Briseis; Achilles says he will pack up, make an offering to Zeus and the gods, and sail home
- Achilles says he will no go back to battle; he doesn’t care about the gifts, he just hates how Agamemnon disobeyed him and undermined him
- Page 420 – Menelaus saying that he loves his bride
- Achilles keeps being arrogant and doesn’t accept the embassy
 
Patroklos
- Book 11: Agamemnon, Diomedes, Odysseus wounded on the way back during the battle
- Achilles sends Patroklos to get news; Patroklos goes to Nestor’s tent
- Nestor’s idea; for Patroklos to put on Achilles’ armour, so at least Achilles men will go out and the Greeks become scared
- Hera asks Aphrodite to give her the girdle of desire and then goes to Zeus, and Zeus says to Hera that he wants to make love to her more than any other woman
- They make love on a mountain side and Zeus goes to sleep after; Zeus wakes up and realizes this and threatens Hera; during this Hector is wounded
- Book 16: Hektor sets fire to the Greek ships; this is after Hera sleeps with Zeus
- Patroklos, in Achilles’ armour, enters battle; Achilles allows Patroklos to do this, but he warns him to go only to a certain point and not to fight Hektor
- Patroklos puts on Achilles’ armour but he doesn’t have enough strength to wield his spear, Pelian ash
- The Trojans are terrified; but Patroklos keeps going even further
- Death of Sarpedon; Patroklos kills Sarpedon, who is actually a son of Zeus
- Zeus says that if he only could get Sarpedon out of the way; this is the way the gods feel the pain of death, when their children die
- Hera persuades Zeus to allow Sarpedon’s death
 
Death of Patroklos (427-428)
- aristeia – a Warrior’s excellence in battle
- Ignores Akhilleus’ advice
- Someone kicks Patroklos to the ground, then another guy stabs Patroklos in the back and Patroklos is already wounded, and then Hektor fights him
- Hektor (with help) slays him by a spear, takes his armour and wears it; seals his own fate
- Achilles has no armour now
- Ajax rescues corpse, and brings it back to the Greek camp
- Achilles throws his face into the dirt, he rips his hair out, he refuses to eat or drink anything; Achilles is now pretty much lifeless
- Achilles only wants to go into battlefield and get revenge; Achilles says he won’t bury Patroklos’ body until Hektor is dead and until he cuts the throats of twelve Trojans in tribute to his friend
 
Akhilleus Returns to Battle (Why?)
- Achilles’ mother, Thetis, goes to Hephaistos to make a divine armour for Achilles; Achilles’ mother says she took care of Hephaistos before so he owes her this
- There is a divine shield which he gets and is supposed to represent the whole cosmic force; it has an image of two cities which solve their disputes by either formal debate (one city) or by war (other city)
- There is a big time gap between when he gets his armour, and Achilles refuses to bury Patroklos until he can kill Hektor
- Akhilleus doesn’t care anymore about the gifts that Agamemnon is offering; he is just driven by rage
- Achilles and Agamemnon makes peace and Agamemnon offers the gifts again but Achilles doesn’t care about them; he just wants to get revenge
- Achilles no longer has a human side; Patroklos represented the human side of Akhilleus
- Achilles says he doesn’t care if he eats or not before he goes into battle, but he lets his men eat; Odysseus tells him that there is no way the men can fight all day in the sun without food; Achilles still receives the gifts
- Achilles goes back into battle and kills so many people and throws the corpses into a river, Skamander; the river, Skamander, protests that there is so many corpses, that the river goes into battle with Achilles, which is a supernatural encounter
- The river, which is a god, generally keeps outmatching Achilles and keeps beating him; the gods finally rescue him from the river
- Agamemnon and Achilles reconciled (433)
- Contrast Odysseus and Achilles
- Patroklos’ death transforms Achilles
      - Like a dead person
      - Like a god (divine armour)
      - Like an animal
      - Not like a human
 
Death of Hektor (p. 441ff, Book 22)
- Contest for Hektor’s life; Hektor’s mom protests for this by pulling out her breast and saying that Hektor shouldn’t go out to battle with Achilles
- She says that if Hektor dies, they will no longer be able to mourn him because Achilles will not give the body back for burial; that the dogs by the Argive ships will devour him
- Violation of death ritual
     - Hektor’s corpse defiled
     - Patroklos’ burial delayed
- Patroklos; ghost requests funeral
     - (Achilles distributes honours)
- On page 442 – he indulges in a fantasy where he might have a chance of winning
- There is a mention of Achilles being like a fire; a fire destroys cities
- Hektor sees Achilles and starts running away; he runs around Troy 3 times; Achilles caught Hektor off every time they got close to the city so that the archers wouldn’t fire
- Zeus loves Hektor, and says if he could only rescue Hektor, but Athena this time says he can’t do that
- Zeus holds a scale and Hektor’s side goes down and Achilles’ goes up
- Hektor and Achilles now battle; Athena comes down in the form of Deiphobus, Hektor’s other brother, and encourages Hektor
- Hektor says that whoever dies to give that body back to the other family for proper burial; Achilles disagrees and says that there can be no pact between them
- Athena helps out Akhilleus during the battle
- Hektor realizes this is the moment of his death but Hektor still goes into battle with Achilles; Hektor realized Athena tricked him
- Akhilleus strikes his sword into Hektor’s neck but doesn’t cut the windpipe so that Hektor could speak
- As Hektor lies on the ground, Achilles stands over him and says that did he think that he could kill Patroklos and not be torn to pieces by the dogs
- Hektor begs Achilles to give his body back to his parents; Achilles wants to eat Hektor raw and it doesn’t matter what he is offered
- Achilles ties up Hektor, with the belt he got from Ajax, and drags him around the walls of Troy
- Both of the funerals are delayed and defiled
- It’s like with the burial of Patroklos, Achilles is starting to realize is human side; yet he is still dragging the corpse of Hektor around Troy in honour of Patroklos, and Achilles is still not eating
 
Achilles Drags Hektor’s Body
- The gods pity Hektor’s corpse and interfere with this and feed Hektor’s corpse with nectar and ambrosia
- Athletic games of Patroklos; Achilles distributes all the treasures among everyone
- Achilles defiles the corpse of Hektor
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Which of the following words means ‘honour’?
a) kleos – which is glory
b) nostos – a return home
c) time
d) xenia – hospitality (what a host gives to a guest, but a guest should return to the host)
e) metis – wisdom; cutting intelligence
 
Priam and Akhilleus
- Gods intervene (450ff)
- Thetis to Akhilleus (453)
- Achilles doesn’t bury Patroklos’ body for 11 day, and Achilles drags out Hektor’s body each of those days; Patroklos’ shade reminds Achilles for a quick burial so that he can find rest in the Underworld
- The gods owe Priam something in return for everything that he has done to the gods; this is what Apollo tells the gods; Apollo also protected the body each day by covering it with gold dust
- Hera intervenes and says they can’t give the same honour to Hektor as Achilles, since Achilles is the son of a goddess
- Zeus says “Achilles is to take the gifts of Priam and to give Hektor’s body back in return”
- Zeus is going to send Iris down to Priam and for him to prepare a bunch of treasure to give to Achilles; and Zeus tells Thetis to tell her son that it is time to give back the body of Achilles
- Thetis is trying to remind Achilles that he is human; that it would be good to do the things that human do to be alive; she tells him that the gods are angered with his actions
- Achilles finally gives in
- Priam has to go across the battlefield, he has to go through darkness, and has to meet the man who has taken all his sons in battle; this is symbolic to a trip to the Underworld, with Hermes as an escort
- Hermes, the Wayfinder, escorts Priam to Akhilleus’ camp
- Priam suppliant offers ransom for Hektor’s body
- Similar to Khryses wanting his daughter back from Agamemnon
- Akhilleus, reminded of Peleus, his own father, regains his own humanity
- Akhilleus says that he is to do what no one else has done; to kiss the hands of the man who killed his sons
- Both Akhilleus and Priam sit in the camp and weep; Akhilleus for Patroklos and Priam for Hektor
- Akhilleus is preparing Hektor’s body for a proper burial, which is the first day of a burial ritual, this is all done by Akhilleus, they place Hektor in linen and a shirt; this is the restoration of the ritual
- This is symbolic of restoration between the humans and gods
- During the preparation for the burial, Akhilleus asks for forgiveness from Patroklos
- Lament, meal; both Akhilleus and Priam have not eaten since Patroklos and Hektor died, Akhilleus makes a proposal for both of them to eat
- Niobe; Priam is similar to Niobe since they both lost all their kids
- Akhilleus promises to Priam that there will be 12 days for the funeral of Hektor; there will be a truce for 12 days
- Iliad ends with funeral of Hektor
- “And thus they buried for steaming Hektor” – Last line of the Iliad
 
After the Iliad – More From the Epic Cycle
 
Before the Fall of Troy
- Trojan allies slain by Akhilleus:
     - Memnon of Ethiopia, son of the Dawn goddess; Ethiopia is considered one of the furthest places away, 
       Memnon is similar to Akhilleus since they both have goddess mothers
     - Penthesilea, Amazon warrior queen; Amazons represent foreigners, women, and women who do not take on
       their normal roles; opposite of a normal culture
- Achilles meets her on the battlefield, kills her and then when her helmet falls off, he falls in love with her
 
Akhilleus and Memnon
- Painting of both men going into battle, and their moms standing behind them
 
Akhilleus and Penthesilea 
- Penthesilea is the white woman in this and Achilles is the warrior in all the black armour
- Akhilleus is killing all the Trojan heroes, yet Troy is still alive
 
Apollo, Paris, and Akhilleus
- Apollo is said to have killed Akhilleus
- Apollo is said to have stunned Akhilleus; and Paris, who is the cause of the whole war, he ends up shooting Akhilleus and actually kills him
- Akhilleus was dipped into the River Styx to make him immortal, and he was dipped in there, but his ankle didn’t get dipped
- But since his ankle was vulnerable, Paris ended up killing him by shooting him in the ankle
 
Death of Akhilleus
- Athena is standing on the far left with the shield with snakes
- Ajax is trying to protect Akhilleus corpse, and Odysseus is fighting off the Trojans who are trying to get Achilles’ body and armour which is divine
- Even though Ajax is huge, Achilles body looks like its twice as big, to represent how great Akhilleus is
- Ajax is credited with retrieving Akhilleus’ body, and Odysseus for distracting the Trojans
- It is now time for the funeral games, which are held by Thetis
 
Death of Aias (Sophocles’ Ajax)
- Funeral games for Akhilleus
- Akhilleus’ armour
     - To “the best of the Achaeans”
- Aias and Odysseus are the best suitors for this
- Aias represents brute force, while Odysseus represents the intelligence which eventually defeats the Trojans
- Aias intends to slaughter Greek chiefs; due to his loss of his time, after Odysseus won the armour
- Athena intervenes, she makes him hallucinate, to think that he is killing Odysseus, Agamemnon and all the other Greek chiefs; he kills the army’s flocks, the sheep, and the life stock
- Double shamed (atimos), after he brags about how he killed all the Greek chiefs, yet it was only the sheep; he then realizes what he has done and is so ashamed that he commits suicide
- Agamemnon was to decide who gets the armour; he tries to pawn it off on the Trojan slaves, that way Agamemnon won’t get blamed for anything
- Eventually the armour goes to Odysseus
- Ajax commits suicide by jumping onto the sword which he got from Hektor when they duelled
 
The Fall of Troy
 
Odysseus Captures Helenus
- Odysseus is like a spy
- Helenus is like a prophet for the Trojans; he know that Troy will fall if only certain conditions are met
- Prophecy: three conditions for Troy’s fall
     1. Achilles’ son Neoptolemus (on Skyros), must be present for this
     2. Bow of Herakles (Philoktetes on Lemnos, the bow is in his procession), the bow must be present for the fall
     3. Statue of Pallas Athena (Palladium) in Troy; as long as the statue stands, Troy will not fall
- Odysseus and Diomedes capture the Palladium, they sneak into Troy and take the statue
 
The Son of Akhilleus
- Neoptolemus (Pyrrhus) arrives at Troy
- Odysseus gives him Akhilleus’ armour
- Neoptolemus will slay Priam at the household altar (sacrilege)
- Neoptolemus will do this when Troy is on fire, and Neoptolemus will kill him when he is on the altar, which is kind of like a sin since you are not supposed to do that
 
Retrieval of Philoktetes
- Bitten by snake, abandoned by Greeks; during a trip to Troy, they stop on the island of Lemnos for a break to refresh themselves, and Philoktetes gets bitten by a snake and the wound smells so bad and he cries so loud because it hurts so much; so during the night the Greeks abandon him on the island
- Alone for almost 10 years on Lemnos; but now the Greeks needs his help to beat Troy
- Odysseus brings Neoptolemus, since he wasn’t originally there when they abandoned Philoktetes; they need to use violence and trickery to bring him back
- Lethal bow of Herakles
- They eventually bring him back to Troy and Greek doctors heal his wound, and Philoktetes is returned to his position
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Whose death did NOT have an unheroic element?
a) Perseus – he lived a long and happy life and when he died he was changed to a constellation
b) Jason – a piece of his own ship falls on him and kills him
c) Herakles – his wife sends him the robe that’s poisonous; killed by a woman and poison
d) Achilles – Paris shot him in the ankle with the help of Apollo; Paris is a little bitch
e) Theseus – was the King of Athens, went to Skyros and he fell off or pushed off a cliff; forgot to change the sail, so his father jumped off a cliff
 
Philoktetes
- They needed to get the Bow of Herakles
 
The Trojan Horse 700-660 BC
- Odysseus is credited with this; but Athena is listed as putting the idea into Odysseus’ head
- The Greeks thought to leave but then they just sailed behind the island of Tenedos
- Tenedos – the island which the Greeks hid behind
- The Trojan horse was a peace offering
- The Trojans accept this gift and when they are drunk at night the Greeks come out of the horse and burn the city
- The Greeks throw Astyanax over the walls of Troy in fear that he will grow up and might be a threat to the Greeks
 
 
Death of Priam
- Neoptolemus is killing Priam, who is sitting on an altar
- Priam is holding a young boy, who is assumed to be Astyanax, who is dead
 
Menelaus Taking Helen
- Helen is running away but her torso is faced towards him
- Menelaus is holding on to Helen and is bringing a sword towards her, but it is said that she flashed him and that stopped him from killing her
Aeneas and Achises
- Aeneas escaped from the ruins of Troy and escaped with his father on his back; Aeneas was saved by the gods twice
 
Trojan Women
- When the women were captured they were taken captive by the people in brackets
- Hecuba (Odysseus) – Odysseus doesn’t arrive home though with the rest of the ships
- Cassandra (Agamemnon) – daughter of Priam, a virgin, and member of the royal family
     - Attempted rape by Lesser Aias (Ajax)
     - There were two Ajax, and the lesser one tried to rape her; Cassandra prayed to Athena on an altar
- Andromache (Neoptolemus) – she goes back with Neoptolemus; Neoptolemus has a real wife back in Greece, who is daughter of Menelaus and Helen; though Neoptolemus appreciates Andromache more because he has a daughter with her
- Polyxena (Ghost of Achilles) – she is also a virgin, and a younger daughter of Priam; she is taken by the Greeks and is sacrificed on the tomb of Achilles as a tribute to him
 
Aias and Cassandra
- Apollo liked Cassandra and promised her the gift of forethought if she slept with him; she got the gift but didn’t sleep with him, so Apollo made it that nobody would believe her; she even foresaw the fall of Troy, but nobody believed her
 
Sacrifice of Polyxena
- She is a willing sacrifice; she tells her mother that she would rather be sacrificed as a virgin then be taken as a captive by some other Greek
- Neoptolemus is the one performing the sacrifice
 
The Odyssey – Nostos, Odysseus’ return home
 
Odysseus, (125-75 BC)
- A sculptor of Odysseus kind of in the old age
- He has a cap on which represents how he is a traveller of sort
 
Homer’s Odyssey
- Interrupted marriage
- Odysseus away from Ithaca 20 years
     - (10 at Troy, 10 returning home)
     - His son has grown into a man with the absence of his father
     - As time goes by, the news stops if he is still alive or not
     - Everyone one else from the Trojan war returned home but Odysseus is the last one
- Penelope defends the household and herself against suitors; the Odyssey is also a telling of Penelope and not just Odysseus
- Penelope has to keep belief that Odysseus is still alive
- They want to marry Penelope because whoever marries her will get Odysseus’ household, his treasure and life stock
- Because she is a woman she is in a very vulnerable position; so she has to use strategy to string them along until Odysseus comes home
- Telemachus, Odysseus’ son, comes of age
- The Odyssey is also the story of Telemachus, of how he is a man and can aid in his father’s return home
- But this also means that Telemachus can become the king and Telemachus can tell Penelope to marry someone or go live elsewhere
- Telemachus doesn’t even remember his father and it is hard for him to understand because he does not know his father
- He says “people tell me my father is Odysseus but who knows since no one witnesses their own birth”
 
Major Themes
- Reckless folly vs. Self-restraint
- Xenia – relationship between guest and host
     Feasting                                Sexual Relations                      Wine
     Song                     Story-telling (true and false)
- Marriage
- Fathers and Sons – story of Odysseus and Telemachus, the connection between them and their reunion
- Identity and Disguise – a lot of the time Odysseus lies who he is and disguises himself; opposite of Achilles who is opposite and would not lie about who he is
- Endurance – Odysseus is able to endure all this
- Intelligence – Odysseus is very intelligent and so is Penelope; they are a perfect match for each other
- On the way back Odysseus stops at guests house who want to have sex with him, it might be nice, but they are distraction for him to get home
- The Odyssey itself was a song; whenever Odysseus stopped somewhere there would be songs at the feasts; also there was Sirens, who tried to seduce Odysseus by singing; also Calypso and others tried to seduce him by songs
- The word ‘charm’ has a connection with ‘song’
- Odysseus is able to get nostos and kleos both
 
Agamemnon’s nostos
- Aegisthus is the cousin of Agamemnon and Menelaus; yet they are enemies of each other; which dates back to Atreus and Thyestes being enemies
- Agamemnon at Troy
     - Clytemnestra seduced by Aegisthus
- Aegisthus moves into Agamemnon’s house
- Agamemnon returns home and Aegisthus murders him
- Agamemnon’s son, Orestes, who lived somewhere else, comes of age and murders Aegisthus
- Clytemnestra is similar to Penelope whose both husbands were away for a long time and their sons both come of age
- People always tell this story to Telemachus, who is going through the same thing
- Function of this story in Odyssey
- Agamemnon tells this story from the Underworld
 
January 26
 
Some Important Characters
- Calypso – goddess, she is a daughter of Atlas, detains Odysseus; Odysseus spends 7 years with her; her name comes from the Greek verb “calyps” which means to hide, conceal
- Circe, daughter of Helios – witch; detains Odysseus and helps him
- Nausicaa – Phaeacian princess; Odysseus was shipwrecked and Nausicaa helps him; all women have a comparison to Penelope
- Arete – queen of Phaeacia; her name means virtue, she also helps Odysseus get home
- Sirens – they are obstructers, not helpers; they detain Odysseus through seductive songs
- Anticleia – Odysseus’ mother; meets her at the border of the Underworld
- Eurycleia – Odysseus’ old nurse; the recognition sequence between Odysseus and Eurylciea is an important scene
- Women are more important in the Odyssey; while in the Iliad it is about men
- It is about how Odysseus both can overcome the female threat to find his true place in the world and how he gets female help to get him back home
 
More Characters
- Orestes – Agamemnon’s son; he killed Aegisthus
- Polyphemus – Cyclops, son of Poseidon; they are not metal workers, not associated with Zeus; the Cyclopei that are written about in the Odyssey look after sheep and goats
- Tiresias – dead prophet of Apollo; holy man, can tell the future, needs to travel to the Underworld to get advice
- Laertes – Odysseus’ father
- Eurylochus – one of Odysseus’ crew; when Odysseus’ crew behaves badly, Eurylochus is usually the cause
- Eumaeus – faithful swineherd; lives in Ithaca; proves to be very loyal to Odysseus during his journey; Eumaeus is rewarded for this
 
Odysseus’ Genealogy
 
                                                      Zeus
 
  
 
                                                  Hermes
 
  
 
                                                 Autolycus (mortal son of Hermes)
 
  
 
                        (Sisyphus?) Anticleia + Laertes
 
  
 
                                                Odysseus
 
- Sisyphus cheated death
- Sisyphus is a famous trickster; he used to wrestle Autolycus’ cattle
- Odysseus is a son of Sisyphus, one of the most famous trickster
 
Narrative Structure
 
Books 1-5 (Telemacheia) 
- Story of Telemachus; Odysseus’ and Penelope’s son
- First Greek word is andra = ‘man’     can also be translated as husband
- Odysseus prudence
- Odysseus on Calypso’s island
- The suitors press Penelope
- The gods intervene (Athena); Athena intervenes because she loves Odysseus and she says how Aegisthus deserved what he got, since Zeus sent Hermes to tell Aegisthus to not marry Clytemnestra but he did so anyways
- All the gods except Poseidon were sorry for him; while Odysseus was lost, Poseidon was at Ethiopia, which is considered the farthest away place
- The gods had a meeting at Ethiopia; they are all reminded of Aegisthus, who killed Agamemnon and seduced Clytemnestra; they are saying how men get themselves in trouble, and it’s not the fault of gods
- Athena is like the mother figure of Odysseus
- Athena has to somehow get a plan to get around her uncle, Poseidon; so she says to send Hermes down to visit Calypso on the island Ogygia to convince her to let Odysseus go
- Telemachus begins a journey
- The suitors sitting in Odysseus’ home were playing dice, sitting on hides, and eating meat
- Telemachus wishes for the suitors to leave but then he notices a suitor standing by the doorway and Telemachus reminds himself of his bad manners and lets the stranger in and is shown how he is really hospitable
- Telemachus then asks the stranger: Who are you, where are you from, and who his father is.
- Athena was disguised as Mentes, a Taphian captain, and tells him nothing
- Telemachus is reassured that Odysseus is alive since he thinks the suitor is a god
- Telemachus is telling the stranger that he is Odysseus’ son; Athena questions who the guys are and they are behaving really badly; Telemachus says that his father is lost and it wouldn’t have been bad if Odysseus died at Troy because then there would be an answer to where he was, but since they don’t know it leaves everything unresolved
- Telemachus realizes that the suitors will kill him eventually, and Athena tells Telemachus to be like the head of the household and to call an assembly and get the suitors to leave
- Athena tells Telemachus to then go on a journey on a ship and to go to Pythos and ask Nestor if he knows anything and then to Sparta to see Menelaus who will help
- She tells him to get rid of the suitors somehow, such as kill them; and to marry off his mother if she wants to
- Athena tells Telemachus to stop acting like a child and act like Orestes, who won glory by killing the guy who cheated his father
- Athena then turns into a bird and flies away that way Telemachus knows it’s not just a normal person
- Telemachus then exchanges words with the suitors; the suitors then try to kill him but he escapes and goes on his journey
- Penelope’s trick is to say she will choose a suitor once she finishes weaving; her trick is to weave it during the day and unravel it during the night; one of Penelope’s servants eventually tells a suitor of this
- Penelope never really sleeps; like Odysseus who also almost never sleeps
- Hermes visits Calypso
- The opening of this is very similar to the opening of Gilgamesh; it is about a man who travelled far and witnessed lots of things; he struggled to survive
 
Books 6-12
- Odysseus landed on Ogygia where Calypso resides
- Calypso is weaving and singing in a cave when Odysseus crash landed; it is said that men have their stories told while women’s stories are said to be woven into textiles
- Odysseus wants to go home, and Hermes comes down and says that Odysseus needs to go home
- Calypso says that the gods are so jealous and don’t even let the gods sleep with mortals; Calypso says Odysseus can go home but he doesn’t have a ship or anything
- Calypso tells him how to make a raft so that he can leave; it takes him 7 years to do this and when he is done they finally have a farewell dinner
- Odysseus questions Calypso and if she is trying to trick him but she swears an oath that she is not
- Calypso tries to convince Odysseus to stay; Calypso says a mortal’s beauty cannot compare to a goddess’ beauty and that she will make Odysseus immortal if he stays
- Odysseus chooses his words carefully to not upset a goddess; Odysseus knows his true place in the world; that his place is with a mortal lover and not a goddess
- Model of xenia - hospitality
- Odysseus’ narrative; Odysseus tells how he got to the island
- Odysseus washed ashore on Scheria, the land of Phaeacians; his is washed ashore with nothing then what he claimed at Troy; but he eventually goes home even richer than if he didn’t crash land on the island
- The Phaeacians send him home
- These places are not known where they are
- Athena comes into Nausicaa’s (Princess of Phaeacians) dream and convinces her that she should do laundry
- She asks her father to go do laundry and so her and her maidens go to a river to do the laundry
- While they are waiting for the clothes to dry they are outside and play with a ball; it is similar to Persephone
- One of the maidens throws the ball into the bushes and this wakes Odysseus up who is sleeping in the bushes
- All the girls but Nausicaa run away and she stands there and he tells her his story
- Nausicaa comes up with a plan and she gives him the clothes that was drying; and Athena does her magic to make Odysseus look very good
- Nausicaa tells Odysseus to follow her behind but a bit further; Odysseus goes to the palace and finds that this place is perfect
- The families are all together, the fruit and flowers bloom year-round
- Odysseus tells the story of what happened to him after he hears the Phaeacians talking about Troy
- He wants them to help him get home and this is what hosts are normally supposed to do; help guests get home
 
January 28
 
Who is never found in the Underworld?
a) Charon
b) Theseus
c) Hermes
d) Herakles
e) Perseus
 
- A god sleeping with a mortal is usually good but in some cases it is actually bad
 
Cyclopeia (Book 9)
- Odysseus’ cunning:
     - “Nobody”
     - Wine
     - Blinding (technology)
     - Sheep
- BUT bad mistake
- This is the story of the Cyclops, Polyphemus who is the strongest of all Cyclops
- Odysseus tells the story of how Odysseus arrives on an island and there is a huge cave which means that there is probably some kind of monster living there
- They find lots of food and some cattle and help themselves; the Cyclopes then comes back with his livestock
- The Cyclopes comes back into the cave and rolls the boulder so that the livestock don’t escape
- Odysseus introduces himself and the Cyclopes kills some of the guys
- Odysseus wants to kill him but if he does then the men wouldn’t be able to move the boulder; Odysseus realizes that he will need to sacrifice more men
- Odysseus then gives Cyclopes wine, and Cyclopes asks what Odysseus’ name is
- Odysseus says that “Noman” is his name
- The Cyclopes gets really drunk and the men take a stake and make it really pointy and burn it so its really hot and get ready to poke him in the eye with it
- This is like a sense of technology since they are posing control over nature with what they are going to do
- The Cyclopes wakes up and screams to call the other Cyclopes and when they ask what is wrong and if some man is hurting him, Cyclopes says that “no man” is hurting him, so the other Cyclopes say that they can’t help him and that the pain comes from Zeus; they tell him to pray to his father Lord Poseidon
- Odysseus tied 3 sheep together and a man under each one so that when Cyclopes moves the boulder and feels the sheep so that the men don’t escape but they then escape and bring the sheep with them
- Odysseus hides under a ram, which was the biggest of the sheep
- The Cyclopes tosses a rock into the water which sets the men back to the shore and they sail away again
- Odysseus then doesn’t constrain himself and tells the Cyclopes that he is Odysseus, from Ithaca and that his father is Laertes
- Cyclopes says that a prophet Telemos Eurymides told him that this would happen
- Cyclopes prays to his father, Poseidon, and he will make Odysseus’ journey troubling          
- Odysseus loses a couple men to the Cyclopes and then they sacrifice some of the livestock to Zeus
 
Book 10
- Odysseus lands on the island of Laestrygonians, and anchors the ship far from the harbour; he then sends scouts
- The scouts encounter a girl and she claims her father is Antiphates
- A girl then invites Odysseus and the men to their house but then they find out that the girl’s parents are cannibals and Odysseus loses a couple more men
- Odysseus then leaves and they travel to Aeaea; Odysseus sent a scout party first and Circe invites these men for a feast and turns them into swine; Odysseus then arrives on the island and meets her and she invites them for a feast; one of the men, Eurylochus, tells Odysseus that this woman is sketchy but Odysseus wants to rescue his men
- When Circe is first introduced she is also said to be weaving
- Circe is the daughter of Helios and Perse, daughter of Ocean
- Hermes intercepts Odysseus and gives him a herb, which would protect him from Circe’s magic
- Circe then tries to use magic on Odysseus but it doesn’t work and Odysseus threatens to kill her, so she tells him to go to bed with her, but he makes her promise not to unsex him and drain his manly fortitude
- Circe then realizes that he is Odysseus and Odysseus says that he won’t eat or drink until she turns his men back into humans
- She does this and she then shows him hospitality and Odysseus and his men eventually stay there for a year
- She tells him that they must stop in the land of Hades and see the blind-prophet
- Rather than going to the Underworld they get the dead to come up; Circe gives him instructions on how to talk to the dead
- They pour milk and honey, then sweet wine, and then water; then sprinkled white barley and prayed to the dead; sacrificed a ram and the pooled blood in the pit attracted the dead
- They then sacrifice sheep as a sacrifice to the gods, to Hades and Persephone
- They talk with the dead and one of the first to come up was Elpenor, who Odysseus didn’t realize was dead
- Elpenor was drunk and sleeping on the roof and in a hurry when they were leaving Circe, fell off the roof and died; he represents that he needs a proper burial
- Odysseus than talks with his mom Anticleia, who was alive when Odysseus left for Ilion (Troy)
- Odysseus then sees his mother’s ghosts who says that she died because of grief and when he tries to hug her, but he can’t grab her and she tells him that this is the way it is in the Underworld
-  Odysseus wouldn’t let the ghosts drink the blood until Odysseus talked to Tiresias; so he lets Tiresias drink some of the blood of the ram; the ghosts need blood to talk
- Anticleia tells Odysseus that his wife and son are waiting for him to come back still but Odysseus father now lives in the country side because he is suffering from grief
- Odysseus than talks with Tiresias; Tiresias tells him that on the way home that he shouldn’t eat the cattle of the sun god, Helios and that when he reaches home he will find men in his house who he will slay and then he will need to make peace with Poseidon
- Tiresias tells him that Odysseus is going to need to take an oar from the ship and walk so far inland that the people won’t even know what an oar is and think it is a winnowing fan and that he is going to need to plant the oar and make a sacrifice
- Tiresias then tells him if he follows all this that he will make it home and die of old age
- Odysseus meets Agamemnon who tells him that Aegisthus killed him with the help of his wife, and warns him that don’t trust women but Agamemnon says that Penelope is good and she won’t try to do anything
- Odysseus when he arrives at Ithaca tests his servants before fully reconciling with them but he also tests Penelope
- Odysseus meets Achilles in the Underworld; Odysseus tells Achilles that it is alright that he is here but Achilles says that he would rather be a slave on earth than the king of the dead
- Achilles asks what happened to his father, Peleus, and his son Neoptolemus; Odysseus says he heard nothing of Peleus, but he says that Neoptolemus was amazing in battle and never even got hit in battle
- This is kind of like this is a conversation between the Odyssey and Iliad
- Ajax sees Odysseus but doesn’t want to talk to him because he is mad that Odysseus got Achilles’ armour
- Odysseus sees all the sinners that are in the Underworld
- Odysseus also meets the ghost of Herakles in the Underworld; when Herakles died he was made into a god
- This text wanted Herakles to be in the Underworld; during the speech between Odysseus and Herakles
- There is a comparison between Odysseus and Herakles
- The Odysseus then leaves the Underworld and they give a proper burial to Elpenor
- Odysseus than encounters the sirens; they are beautiful women with tails
- As Odysseus goes by the Sirens, they sing a song
- Anyone who heard the Siren song would never leave because the song is so seductive because it tells each hero’s story; it is kleos and knowledge of each hero
- It is that Odysseus could be seduced by his own story; but you are not supposed to have kleos until you die; so it is kind of like your own death
- Odysseus hears the song and achieves kleos and nostos by telling the men to stick wax into their ears and to keep rowing, but tie him to the mast of the ship so that he won’t jump into the water; so he hears the song and yet still travels home
- Odysseus also encounters a six-headed giant cannibal, the female Scylla and he has to sacrifice a few of his men to her so that he doesn’t lose his whole crew to the ship-crushing whirlpool Charybdis
- In order for Odysseus to fulfill the nostos (return home), Odysseus has to say he is no one to the Cyclops
 
February 2
 
Which label does not fit Hermes?
a) Argeiphontes – Argos slayer; the one-hundred eye creature
b) Psychopomp – brings the souls to the Underworld
c) boundary dissolver – this is better description of Dionysus
d) boundary crosser – he can cross boundaries
e) cattle rustler
 
Cattle of Hyperion (Helios) 526-531
- Warning of Tiresias (p. 516)
- Thrinakia – this is the island that they pass; Odysseus makes them promise an oath to not eat the sheep
- Ships becalmed – hunger; the men are all hungry since they haven’t eaten in a long time since there is a South wind which prevents them from leaving the island
- Odysseus falls asleep when he goes searching for food; some god is said to have put him to sleep
- Eurylochus persuades men to slaughter the cattle (reckless feasting); he says they can die hungry or they can kill the cattle and eat them and maybe die
- When Helios finds out he tells Zeus that they must be punished or that Helios himself will go down into the Underworld and create a cosmic disorder
- Portents (foreshadowing ahead); they are omens of doom; the hides were dead even before the men ate them; the hides were wrapped around the mean
- Helios’ anger, storm at sea
- Odysseus, alone, washed ashore on Calypso’s island; the story comes back to where it started
- It kind of persuades you how it is not Odysseus’ fault
- This is when Odysseus is done telling the story of Phaeacians and because he is such a good story teller, they give him a lot more gifts than what he got at Troy and they load it onto a ship and send him back to Ithaca
 
Book 13 - 24
 - Odysseus falls asleep at the Phaeacians and they load him up and send him back to Ithaca and when he arrives at Ithaca he does not know where he is
- Odysseus lands on Ithaca and Athena plays a trick on him as a joke since they are good friends
- Odysseus plans to hide his treasures in a cave and pretend to disguise as a beggar
- He tests his household; he stays in a farmhouse with the swine and his faithful swineherd Eumaeus, and slowly tests everyone in the household; Odysseus also reveals himself to Telemachus
- Gradual self-identification; Odysseus as a beggar begs the suitors for food and they treat him badly; they think because he is a beggar that he is powerless
- Penelope asks the beggar since he travelled that far if he has any news of Odysseus; Odysseus tells her that Odysseus is on his way home and that he may be back on the island of Ithaca
- Odysseus’ words empower Penelope so much that Penelope gets Odysseus’ nurse, Eurycleia, when he was a child, and she starts washing his feet and notices the scar that Odysseus had
- Eurycleia then realizes its Odysseus but he clamps her mouth so that she doesn’t say anything
- Slaughter of suitors; Telemachus and Odysseus team up to kill the suitors
- Reunion of Odysseus and Penelope
- Order restored
The contest of the Bow
- Inspired by Athena, Penelope sets a test for the suitors
- She says that they must string the bow and shoot it through 12 ax heads; the suitors are so weak that they can’t do it
- Odysseus still as the beggar says to let him try and all the suitors are against it but Telemachus tells him to let him try
- Odysseus strings it really quickly and starts shooting the suitors
- Odysseus with the help of Telemachus and couple of the swine herders attack the suitors
- Odysseus’ identity and worth are revealed; since he is able to string the bow
- Odysseus also punishes the women servants who were unfaithful to Penelope and slept with the suitors
- He tells them to hang those women servants
- While all this is going on, Penelope is in the bedroom waiting for suitors to do the challenge and Eurycleia comes up and tells her that Odysseus killed all the suitors and is waiting for Penelope
- Penelope is sceptical of this but Eurycleia tells her that she saw her scar
- Penelope is wondering if she should run up and kiss her husband or restrain herself and not do it, which is similar to Odysseus restraining himself through his whole journey; Telemachus wants her to make up with Odysseus
 - Penelope wants to test Odysseus, just like he tested her when he came back
- Odysseus tells Telemachus that because the suitors are dead that the town will come running but Odysseus tells him to close up all the doors and pretend there is a wedding happening
- Athena transforms Odysseus back and makes him look gorgeous; Penelope restrains herself again
- Odysseus tells the nurse to prepare the bed that he made and one of the posts is made from an olive tree
- The bed and the household are all attached to the pillar which is an olive tree; olives are sacred to Athena
- Penelope says to make the bed and move it outside into the hall, but Odysseus is furious since one of the bedposts is attached to the wall and that would mean that a god would have had to cut it down and this is the secret that only Penelope and Odysseus know; so she is reassured that it is Odysseus
- This is similar to how Odysseus made the ship with the wood
- The raft is like Odysseus’ world, the loom is Penelope’s world and the bed is where they are together
- Penelope finally runs to Odysseus and tells her to not be angry with her since gods often disguise themselves
- Penelope says that Helen would not do this if she knew the consequences
- Penelope is the one that could be compared to the shipwreck sailor
- The Miraculous simile
- Athena makes the night twice as long so that Odysseus and Penelope can make love as long as they want and so that they could tell their stories
- Odysseus says of how he still has to plant the oar in the ground and make a sacrifice of a ram, bull and a boar
 
Divine Intervention
- Odysseus says that he has to refill the live stock that all the suitors ate
- Families of suitors seek revenge; they gather as an army
- Odysseus goes to see his father and he gathers a small army with his son and a couple of the helpers
- Athena, sent by Zeus, intervenes; she just stops the whole battle
- Order restored in Ithaca
- Odysseus as king, husband, father, son
 
February 4
 
Who is speaking these words?
 
“A man may come by cattle and sheep in raids; Tripods he buys, and tawny-headed horses; But his life’s breath cannot be hunter back Or be recaptured once it pass his lips.”
 
d) Akhilleus – This was the speech when Odysseus was trying to get Akhilleus to come back to battle.
 
 
 
Agamemnon’s Nostos 
Aeschylus’ Oresteia 
 
Argos – City
 
                                  Agamemnon + Clytemnestra
 
  
 
Iphigeneia (daughter)           Electra (daughter)                   Orestes (son)
 
Tantalus
- Son of Zeus
- Dined with the Gods
- Stole Divine Food
- Served his son, Pelops, to gods; to test the gods
- Punished by having food and water just out of his reach
 
Pelops
- Gods realize that he is food and put him back together, other than his shoulder which Demeter ate
- To win his bride, he deceived and killed her father
- There would be a chariot race and to win Pelops put wax on the other chariot’s wheels so it would melt and fell off a cliff; as the chariot rider was dying he yelled out a curse
- Cursed
 
Atreus and Thyestes
- Sons of Pelops who fought over rule of Mycenae
- Thyestes slept with Atreus’ wife
- Atreus exiled Thyestes
- ‘reconciliation’ sacrifice and feast for Thyestes (children)
- He served up Thyestes’ own two sons for food
- There is again the theme of feeding somebody’s children to them
- There is again a curse and there is the sacrifice of children
 
Inherited Hatred
 
Thyestes                                                                        Atreus
 
  
 
Aegisthus                                                     Agamemnon     Menelaus
(surviving son                                             (Clytemnestra)   (Helen)
of Thyestes)                                               
 
Aeschylus’ Oresteia
- City Dionysia, Athens, 458 BC
    - Young and evolving democracy
 
- Connected tragic trilogy
     - Agamemnon
     - Libation Bearers
     - Eumenides
 
Transformation of Justice
From: cycle of violent revenge
To: trial with jury of peers; judged by a jury instead of being judged by the family
 
How does this transformation involve:
     Divine roles?
     Gender?
     Time?
     Light?
     Oikos vs. Polis?
 
- Some gods align themselves with the old form of justice, while some with the new form
- There is also a sense of gender involvement; male and female gods taking different views
- Time – older gods and younger gods lining up with the two forms
- Light and dark
- Oikos (household) vs polis (city/public sphere)
 
Aeschylus’ Agamemnon
- Greek expedition as agent of Zeus, bringing Troy to justice (577)
- Sacrifice of Iphigeneia (579-80)
- But destruction of Troy is in turn punished by gods
- Clytemnestra avenges death of Iphigeneia
- Note the chorus’ reactions
- Starts off with a watchmen standing on a roof waiting for a beacon signal that Troy has fallen and that Agamemnon will be coming back home; he goes does to tell Clytemnestra
- Clytemnestra is said to be kind of mannish at the start of the play
- When the watchmen runs off a chorus of old men are heard talking about the Trojan war and what caused it
- The expedition to Troy is said to be as a form of justice and backed up by Zeus; they are brining justice to Troy for Paris taking Helen
- Artemis is the protector of animals; Artemis is lurking in the background
- When all the ships were assembled at the Aulis; they want to go to Troy but a wind is going against them; so they consult the prophet, and Artemis is angry with Agamemnon and Artemis wants the sacrifice of Iphigeneia, Agamemnon’s own daughter
- Agamemnon’s choice is between the public life, sailing to Troy, or to protect his household, by not killing his daughter
- Agamemnon is asked to sacrifice his own daughter; it is a perverted sacrifice since you don’t sacrifice human beings; but he decides he can’t betray his expedition
- Iphigeneia cried aloud “father”; Iphigeneia was dressed in saffron clothes, which is the colour of marriage; it is kind of like sacrifice and marriage go hand in hand here; the father in both cases is responsible to for giving up his daughter
- Normally people who are sacrificed agree to be sacrificed, but in this case Agamemnon sticks something in her mouth to prevent her from crying and prevent her from putting a curse on the family
 
Sacrifice of Iphigeneia
- Iphigeneia is said to have been replaced by a deer by a goddess and put onto an island far away
 
Fall of Troy
- The Greeks are said to have not done anything bad to the altars; they got their hands dirty during the fall of Troy
 
Agamemnon’s Nostos
- The Chorus meets Clytemnestra and she said that Troy has fallen; she says the proof is the God of Ire
- The Chorus think that Clytemnestra was just fooled in her dream by the gods of her vision of Troy burning, but she says she has real proof
- A series of beacons were light with fire and the message reached Argos that Agamemnon took Troy
- Clytemnestra says that people can feast tonight, since it is safe since Troy has been defeated and that the watchmen can take a nights rest
- She says that the Greeks will have a safe return home since Zeus is on their side if they did not get their hands dirty
- The chorus says that when people get greedy and dark that they cannot escape Zeus’ net (metaphorically) and that Zeus will punish them since he sees all; this occurred to Paris who stole Helen from Menelaus, so Zeus punished him
- Eventually a Herald comes to tell Clytemnestra and the Chorus the news from the battle of Troy
- Clytemnestra tells the Chorus that she told them that Troy was defeated and then she says she will prepare for Agamemnon’s return and exits
- Herald says that Menelaus’ ship has vanished after a storm hit and they don’t know where it is; only the Sun knows
- The Chorus talks about Helen and how her name is so appropriate because it means “death”, which she caused
- Agamemnon arrives with Cassandra, Priam’s daughter
- Agamemnon arrives and he thanks the Gods; the Chorus say they doubted Agamemnon but now they hail him
- Clytemnestra tells Agamemnon how she was worried about him and hearing news everyday of him being dead; she says that this lead her to send their son Orestes to a friend’s house
- Contrast Agamemnon’s return with that of Odysseus
- Clytemnestra’ purple cloth; Clytemnestra says to Agamemnon to get off his chariot and walk into the house onto purple cloths; purple was really rare and it was something that was used when there was a sacrifice/gift to the gods; Agamemnon protests to this
- Agamemnon says that he will not effeminate graces unman me; the purple is the colour for gods and that he is not a god
- Clytemnestra says that if Priam had won, then he would walk on the purple robes; finally Agamemnon walks in
- Perversion of sacrificial ritual
- Agamemnon was wrapped in purple robes
- Agamemnon says that his men gave Cassandra as a prize to him; Cassandra says that the purple colour of the cloth comes from the sea, and she walks in after Agamemnon
- The Chorus still feels like something bad is going to happen
- Clytemnestra tells Cassandra to participate in the thanksgiving ritual but Cassandra is just standing there and the Chorus repeats what Clytemnestra says
- Cassandra is silent for a while and then calls out Apollo’s name and asks why he torments her and where she is; Apollo says that he is in the house of Atreus, she says that the house reeks of crime and that it is the house that gods hate and that a crime is supposed to happen
- They tell the story of how Apollo fell in love with Cassandra and gave her the gift of forethought; so promised to bear his children, but she didn’t and so he made it that no one would believe what she says
- She eventually says that she and Agamemnon will die at the hands of a woman and that a child will emerge to kill the murderer and avenge his father’s death
- Cassandra declares that she is destined to die and it is time for her to join all the fallen Trojans; she prays one last time to Apollo and enters the house of Atreus
- Agamemnon’s screams are heard and the Chorus wonders what to do; they eventually enter and see Clytemnestra standing over the corpses of Agamemnon and Cassandra on the purple robes
- Clytemnestra says she feels no guilt about this since Agamemnon killed his own daughter Iphigenia, and no one protested about this
- The Chorus blames this death of Helen, and they wonder who will mourn Agamemnon since his wife – the closest relation – has killed him
- Clytemnestra says she will bury him with Iphigenia, who is waiting for him with a kiss; Clytemnestra claims that her murder has put an end of the family curse of vengeance and violence
- Aegisthus walks in and tells the story of his ancestors; the Chorus taunts Aegisthus and how he let a woman do all the work
- He says because he was exiled he wasn’t able to get close to Agamemnon; he says he will now control the city
- Aegisthus and the Chorus trade off threats and Clytemnestra dismissed these threats and she says that she and Aegisthus will now rule Argos
- The Chorus says that someday Orestes will return and avenge Agamemnon
                                                                        Classical Mythology – Final Exam
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Practice question. Who is the seated figure in the centre of the image?
a) Hecuba  b) Andromache   c)Hektor   d) Priam    e) Cassandra
 
They are all from the royal family of Troy.
 
Clytemnestra’s Revenge (p. 602)
- Clytemnestra kills Agamemnon and Cassandra
- The murders never happen on stage; a messenger usually comes out and says what happens
- She says that anything that she said before were all just to kill Agamemnon
- She says that she stabbed Agamemnon 3 times and did it for Zeus
- She says that he laid gasping out his soul; she says that he laid spitting out his blood like in the spring the rain sprays and allows corn to grow; it is like a comparison to Demeter, who lost her daughter also
-Demeter, arranges her daughter to come back for some time of the year, while Clytemnestra, who is mortal, does this just to avenge her daughter
- It says that the curse has come again; the cycle of revenge repeats itself
- It then reveals that Clytemnestra and Helen are sisters; that Helen caused the Trojan war but Clytemnestra caused this death
- Aegisthus then comes out, barking like a dog, but Clytemnestra is in charge
- The Chorus reminds of Orestes coming back for revenge; it is a foreshadowing
- At the end of this play it is Clytemnestra taking charge of everything; she is bloodthirsty
 
Libation Bearers (608ff)
- Title from chorus
- Orestes comes of age and returns to Argos
- Clytemnestra has a dream and she is scared that the ghost of Agamemnon appeared to her
- Clytemnestra has ordered women to carry sacrifices and offerings to Agamemnon’s ghost
- Orestes has come of age and is prepared to avenge his father; Orestes first shows up to visit Agamemnon’s tomb and he is there with his friend Pylades
- Orestes says that he came after he saw Apollo; normally you just kill the person that kills your father, but in this case it is your mother; Apollo said to kill his mother, if Orestes did not that he would be punished
- Orestes was sent by the gods pretty much
- Orestes meets Electra at the tomb of Agamemnon; Electra hates Clytemnestra
- Electra spends her time sitting at the tomb and singing a lament
- Contrast Odyssey
 
Electra and Orestes
- Electra and Orestes meet at the tomb of Agamemnon
- Electra does not have very much power; since Aegisthus and Clytemnestra know that she doesn’t like them very much and so she is in limbo; she is controlled and she will eventually be married off
- Electra sings songs of lament at the tomb of Agamemnon; one of the purposes of laments was to sing about the dead (kind of like keeping them alive); another purpose was for revenge
- These laments were very powerful; they eventually became like a ritual
 
 
Deceit
- Orestes announces his own death while in disguise; and asks Clytemnestra and Aegisthus want they want to do for his funeral arrangements
- “Dead hand” motif; this is very similar to Odysseus and what he did
- Electra pretends to mourn him even though she already knows this
- Clytemnestra’s mixed responses
- The Chorus was told of this and they are in on the plan too since they hate Clytemnestra also
- Clytemnestra is said to be actually kind of happy that Orestes is dead
- Clytemnestra sends Cilissa, Orestes’ old nurse, to get Aegisthus and his bodyguards
- The Chorus intercepts Cilissa; they tell her that she should tell Aegisthus to come alone
- Cilissa does this and Aegisthus comes running to say that he wants to see the servant and say if he witnessed the murder
- Aegisthus comes to see Orestes, and Orestes kills Aegisthus
- Clytemnestra comes running from behind to kill Orestes with a labrys (double-edged axe), which is a sacrificial weapon
- Orestes is about to kill Clytemnestra and she appeals to Orestes by whipping out her breast; it is similar to Hecuba whipping it out for Hektor, and Helen whipping it out for Menelaus
- This is where Pylades tells Orestes that he was sent by Apollo and he should actually kill his mother
- Pylades says it is better to upset the men than the Gods
- There is also a reminder of a mother’s curse; but Orestes ends up killing Clytemnestra anyways
- She says how she has given birth to a snake and not a son right before she dies
- There is a hell hound of a mother’s curse
- The doors of the palace of open and there is Orestes standing on a platform with the 2 bodies wrapped in purple cloth, just like Agamemnon was killed the same way
- There is again the idea of revenge being compared to as justice
- Orestes says that he will now need help to protect him from the Furies that will come after him; he asks again for the help of Apollo
- Orestes tells the Chorus that he sees the furies, the women dressed in black, but the Chorus says they don’t see anything and that he needs to go to Apollo so he can protect him
 
The Curse Renewed
- Furies (Erinyes) pursue Orestes for matricide
- Furies grew from Gaia’s body after Ouranous’ blood dropped from his balls after the castration
 
Eumenides (612ff)
- The play is named after the Furies; eumenides means kindly goddesses
- The Furies transform from evil bitches to kindly goddesses
- This happens with the help of Apollo in Delphi and with Athena at Athens
 
Prologue
- History of Delphic Oracle (621)
- Gaia (Mother)-Daughter inheritance of the Priestess/Oracle
- From Earth to Themis to Phoebe
- The Oracle was given as a birthday gift to Apollo
- Contrast Homeric Hymn to Apollo
- This is very different to how Apollo obtained the Delphic Oracle, but here it is saying that it was transformed from female to male
 
Purification
- Orestes, pursued by Furies, is purified of miasma by Apollo at Delphi
- Apollo kind of needs to purify this since he gave Orestes the advice of killing Clytemnestra
- Hermes escorts Orestes
 
Purification of Orestes
- A pig is slaughtered and the blood is poured over the head of Orestes
- You cleanse blood with blood
- Apollo then tells Orestes to go to Athens and get help from Athena
- The Chorus in Eumenides Story are the Furies
- He tells him that he will then undergo a trial there
- It is said that Clytemnestra’s ghost is present during this and she keeps trying to get the Furies to go after them; Clytemnestra has become a figure of vengeance, she is kind of like a Fury herself
- She says that the younger gods are trying to take over the image of the old justice
- A year eventually goes by and Orestes is travelling and eventually shows up at Athens
- The Furies are still following him and he finally reaches Athena
- The Furies and Orestes both tell them the stories of what happened; Orestes tells Athena that he was already purified, he also tells her that his father is Agamemnon and that his mother killed his father
- Athena knows that the Furies are powerful and that they could really do harm to Athens by taking out the crops
- It is a confrontation between the older and younger goddesses; Athena is dressed in white while the Furies are dressed in black
- Athena is now in a problem of deciding of what will happen since she could anger the Furies
 
The First Trial
- Orestes flees to Athens, where he is tried by a jury on the Areopagus, a hill near the Acropolis
- Apollo vs. The Furies. Athena presides as the judge over the trial
- Fury say that if she doesn’t trial Orestes that people will always kill their mother; the Furies say that fear is actually good
- Acquittal – verdict of not guilty
 
Apollo’s Defence
- Apollo comes to the trial since he says that he a witness, the accused, and for purifying homicide
- Orestes says that the Oracle told him to kill his mother
- The Furies say that because Clytemnestra is not connected by blood to Agamemnon it is fine that she killed him, but because Orestes is connected by blood to Clytemnestra it is a sin
- Mother not a parent; the mother is just a nurse for the seed of the true parent, the father
- Apollo says that he has proof of this and he points at Athena as proof, since she had no mother
- Aristotle – also thought that the essence of the child came from the seed of the father
- The jury decides that it is a tie, but Athena comes in and votes in favour of Orestes
- It is like the father won and now there is an alliance between Athens and Argos
- Athena offers the furies a home in Athens to appease them; she offers them a home in Athens and gives them white crimson robes and now the furies have changed from evil to “kind goddesses”
- There is a transformation of the court system and she has subdued the powers of the Furies in a way
- There is a new order of justice
- Ends with the Chorus (Furies) and Escort singing songs
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Oedipus Rex
Genealogy 
 
Ares     +       Aphrodite
 
         Harmonia + Cadmus
 
     Echion + Agave – Polydorus + Nycteis
 
                   Jocasta + Laius
 
                   Oedipus + Jocasta (his mom)
 
Ismene – Antigone – Eteocles – Polynices
 
 
Zeus 
Dionysus 
Herakles
Perseus
Pentheus
Europa
Semele
 
The Plays of the House of Oedipus
 
Sophocles (c. 496-406 BCE)
- The Theban (?) plays:
- Oedipus the King (c. 429 BCE)
- Oedipus at Colonus  (c. 401 BCE)
- Antigone (c. 442 BCE)
 
Euripidies (c. 480-406 BCE)
- Phoenician Women (c. 410 BCE)
- The Suppliants (c. 423 BCE)
 
Aeschylus (c. 525-456 BCE)
Seven Against Thebes (467 BCE)
*part of a trilogy (Laius, Oedipus)
 
What’s in a name?
Oedipus = swollen foot
Other links:
Oida = to know
Oide = to swell
Pous = foot
 
The Background
 
 
Oedipus as Hero
- Birth at Thebes (divine lineage)
- Exposure at birth
- Exchange by the shepherds
- Grows up far from home (Corinth)
- Merope and Polybus
- Journey
- Kills his father (Laius)
- Returns home (Thebes)
- Destroys the Sphinx (Phocis)
- Marriage to mother (Jocasta)
- Becomes the King of Thebes
- Oikos destroyed; polis renewed
- Exile from Thebes
- Oedipus’ suffering (Aristotle)
- Supernatural death (Oedipus at Colonus)
 
The Journey
A)    Corinth
B)    Delphi (698)
C)    Daulia (698)
D)    Thebes
 
The Riddle
What walks on four legs in the morning, on two legs at noon, and on three legs in the evening? - Man
- Human beings are chained to this progression
- Humanity as a riddle: can humans know themselves?
- Oedipus assumes the penalty of the Thebans
- Negotiation with an “immortal” being
- The sphinx has been destroyed but now Oedipus must face the answer to the riddle, implicity: himself
- Fate and Phusis (nature)
- Curiosity
 
Curiosity Killed the Cat (Painting of Oedipus and the Sphinx)
The 5 Oracles
Fate = phusis?
- Oracle #1 to Laius: his son
- Oracle #2 to Oedipus: his fate
- Oracle #3 to Creon: pollution in Thebes
- Oracle #4 to Oedipus: his death
- Oracle # 5 to Thebans: bones of Oedipus
 
 
 
What is an Oracle?
 
Fate = phusis?
- Zeus = Apollo = pythia = the priests = you (Like telephone game)
- A gift from the gods (so, a curse)
- A link between mortals and immortals (the fives ages of man)
- You seek to know more than you know (“know thyself)
- “Your words are just but to compel the gods in what they do not wish, no man can do” (I. 269-270)
 
 
 
Aristotle (384 -322 BCE)
- “The finest form of Discovery (anagnoresis) is one attended by Peripeties (peripeteia) like that which goes with the Discovery in Oedipus” Poetics
- Anagnoresis (a recognition)
- “a chance from ignorance to knowledge, and thus to either love or hate, in the personages marked for good or evil fortune”
- Peripeteia (A reversal)
- “A Peripety is a change from one state of things within the play to its opposite…in the probable or necessary sequence of events”
 
Sigmund Freud
“His destiny moves us only because it might have been ours --- because the oracle laid the same curse upon us before our birth as upon him. It is the fate of all of us, perhaps, to direct our first sexual impulse towards our mother and our first murderous wish against our father.
 
Tiresias & Oedipus
Sight vs. Blindness
- The obvious opposite forces: Tiresias has no sight but possesses knowledge; Oedipus has sight but does not possess knowledge
- “Because your ears and mind and eyes are blind” (I. 362)
- “You have eyes, but see not where in evil you are” (I. 405)
- “You who now see straight shall then be blind” (I. 411)
- Tiresias as hermaphrodite; but doesn’t Oedipus conquer femininity by defeating the Sphinx?
- Perversion of the feminine (Jocasta)
- The beginning of an extreme will to get “to the bottom of it”
- The self-blinding of Oedipus
- Has knowledge when he takes his sight away from himself (much like a revelation)
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Oedipus the King
 
The End of Oedipus Rex
- The death of Jocasta
- Blinding with the dress pins (brooches)
- Self-exile?
- Asks that his daughters be taken care of
 
 
 
Creon of Thebes
Creon = “ruler”
*partilinear nature of Greek society
 
- Brother-in-law to Laius (brother to Jocasta); eventually brother-in-law to Oedipus when Oedipus marries his mother Jocasta
- Gives up kingship to a riddle-solver (Oedipus)
- It does not tell us if Oedipus knows that he will get the kingdom
- Does not want to rule the kingdom (with good reason)
- Rationality (Oedipus Rex) vs. Determination (Antigone)
 
Laius -> Creon -> Oedipus -> Eteocles/Polynices -> Eteocles -> Creon
 
The Children of Oedipus
 
                                    Oedipus  +  Jocasta
 
  
 
          Ismene – Antigone – Eteocles – Polynices
 
- The curse of Oedipus on Polynices and Eteocles (served using forbidden Cadmus’ cup, uneven sacrifice [Prometheus]): Oedipus decrees that they should die by one another’s hand
- The daughters of Oedipus are loyal to their cursed father (i.e. Ismene performs the rites for Oedipus’ pollution of Colonus)
- Eteocles (“glorious”) and Polynices (polu + neike = “much struggling”)
- Polynices expels Oedipus?
 
The Civil War in Thebes
- The exile of Oedipus
- The curse of Oedipus
- Seven Against Thebes (Aeschylus) and the Theban Cycle
- Kingdom exchanged every other year
- The Seven Against Thebes were Polynices and his friends
- Those defending Thebes were Eteocles and Creon and their friends
- Both Polynices and Eteocles are killed in the battle
- Contemporary events?
- Polynices and Eteocles are against each other
 
Oedipus at Colonus
Dramatis Personae
- Oedipus
- Antigone
- Ismene
- Theseus
- Creon
- Polynices
 
 
 
Action
- Oedipus is led to the village of Colonus; Oedipus realizes that this is a place sacred to the furies and that this is the place that he is supposed to die
- Civil War in Thebes (the exchange of roles; Eteocles remains king)
- Polynices
- Theseus (the great absolver)
- Oedipus apotheosis?
- The oracle of the bones of Oedipus
- Creon made king
 
Antigone
Dramatis Personae
- Antigone
- Ismene
- Creon
- Haemon
- Teiresias
- Eurydice
 
Action
- Creon decrees that Polynices will not be buried (stoning as punishment)
- Antigone vs Ismene (p. 716)
- Antigone vs Creon
- Buried alive in a cave
- Haemon vs Creon
- Creon and Tiresias
- Creon assents
- Haemon’s suicide (Messenger?)
- Antigone’s suicide
- Eurydice’s suicide
- Antigone as death-bride (p. 717)
 
Oikos vs Polis
- Oedipus Rex where the destruction of the oikos brings about the salvation of the polis
- Antigone occupies the male domain (ekklesia)
- The importance of being buried (Elpenor in the Od.)
- Creon sees the personal as irrelevant (p. 720)
- Creon in the control of the polis unwillingly (what was his original responsibility to the polis?)
- Funeral rites are part of the duty of the woman
- Creon locks Antigone in a cave, away from the sphere of the polis
- The gods, through Tiresias, side with Antigone (oikos)
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Euripides’ Medea: Just One Day
 
Medea, Scary Helper Maiden (review)
- Daughter of Aeetes, grand-daughter of Helios (Sun-god)
- Colchis
- Knows powerful magic (Hecate); she is associated with this goddess who is the goddess of magic
- Speaking name
- Betrays her father to help the Greek hero Jason in his quest for the Golden Fleece
- Kills her brother in flight
- Jason marries her in return
- Death of Pelias (evil brother of Jason’s dad) of Iolcus
 
Medea Rejuvenating a Ram
- Kills Pelias by letting his daughters toss him in a pot which they think will rejuvenate him
 
Euripides’ Medea (431 BC)
- Jason and Medea settled in Corinth, had 2 sons
- Jason arranges a marriage with Glauce, the Greek princess of Corinth, by her father Creon, king of Corinth
- Medea feels betrayed and dishonoured by Jason’s breaking of his oath to her
- She gets revenge
- How is Medea like other Greek heroes?
- What are the sources of her power?
- What is the attitude of the chorus to Medea?
- Is this play sympathetic to women?
- Medea feels atimos (without honour)
 
More Questions
- What does Medea do with textiles?
- What does Medea do with children?
- What is her effect on the heroism of Jason?
- How can she be compared to:
     - Penelope?
     - Clytemnestra?
     - Deianeira?
     - Antigone?
     - Procne?
 
Medea: Concubine or Wife?
- Pericles’ Athenian citizenship law 450/51 BC
- Only children of Athenian mothers and Athenian fathers could be citizens
- Men might father other children on foreign wives, but these children could not become citizens
- Women had to be legitimate daughters of Athens
- This is Greek vs Non-Greek (Medea is non-Greek)
- Medea’s children are non-Greek while the princess of Corinth’s children would be Greek
 
- The first thing we hear about Jason in the play is not about Jason’s betrayal
- Starts off with a nurse talking about how if the Argo’s ship had never flown and that if Jason never met Medea, and that he would have never abandoned her to marry Glauce
- Medea’s response to Jason’s betrayal (she is on the border between the living and the dead)
- You hear Medea crying inside a room and the nurses are worried about what she will do; Medea can’t go back to the country she abandoned to go with Jason and she dislikes both Jason and her kids now
- The king of Corinth plans to exile Medea and the two children
- Medea says that she wishes she were dead, and she says how she is suffering so much and actually wishes her kids were dead
- The Chorus tells Medea that this happens to other women also and not just her
- Medea prays on the goddess Artemis to strike vengeance on Jason and the Corinth family
- Medea’s speech is her source of power; she is very persuasive
- In Medea’s speech; she says that a woman comes into marriage like a dowry, that the husband can do whatever he wants with the woman
- How women are controlled by their husbands and are dependent on the husband
- She says how women must suffer childbirth, and are kept from participating in any sort of public life
- She says that once women’s home are taken, they are left with nothing
- The Chorus are moved by Medea’s speech and that she should have the right to punish Jason
- Medea supplicates (begs) Creon; Creon says that he is scared of Medea because she is powerful, clever, her husband abandoned her and she wants revenge and that she might harm Creon or Glauce
- Medea says that she plans to kill “father, girl, my husband”
- Medea’s plan isn’t to kill everybody and then kill herself, but to kill others and then to get away
- Medea calls on the goddess Hecate to help her and vows to restore honour to her lineage (Helios)
- Chorus sings about a song about a reverse (men’s minds are deceitful and women’s are not)
- Medea makes a long speech to Jason about him betraying her after she did so much to help him
- She talks about how she abandoned her family, killed her brother, gave him children and how he could abandon her after all this
- Jason says that he is going to really need to be persuasive here; Jason says that he tried to help Medea so much but because of her spiting the king that he feared her and wants to banish her
- Jason says that it wasn’t really Medea that helped him but Aphrodite who made Medea fall in love with him
- Jason says how she is now able to live in Greece and not a barbaric country and how Medea also now has kleos (glory), since she is famous because she is clever
- There is a problem for Jason that he wants children but that women are a problem and an unnecessary evil; he says there has to be a way for men to have children without the need of women
- The Chorus is on Medea’s side; Jason and Medea share some words
- Jason says that his decision to remarry was in everyone’s best interest and that because Medea was constantly sulking her thoughts that it lead to this
- Jason offers Medea some help but she says no
- Medea meets Aegeus and asks him why he is here; he says he met an Oracle who told him that he can’t have children but the Oracle also said that he doesn’t quite understand
- Aegeus wants to meet his friend, Pittheus, King of Troezen, who is really smart and explain what it means
- Medea says that she is smart and could help him; he notices that she is looking a little sad
- Aegeus asks her what is wrong and she says that her husband has put another woman on top of her
- Medea puts her hand on Aegeus’ beard (which is a ritual and monitored by the gods) and says that she will supplicate him
- Medea has arranged for herself a safe haven; Aegeus says that if Medea promises to swear an oath by the Titan Helios (sun god) and not the gods on Olympus that he will provide her a safe haven if she gives him children
- Medea has made arrangements with Aegeus, king of Athens, that he won’t help her escape but he will provide her a safe place to stay
- Medea’s plan is to agree with Jason and then get him to accept their two boys into his new family; and then eventually send them to Glauce with the poisoned dress
-Medea is going to send a dress to the new bride but it is poisoned and kill her; she says that she will also kill her sons
- The Chorus recoils and says that she cannot do it; if she will have the heart to kill her children
- It is a difficult role to play this part; to kill her own children who she actually loves but to do it in order for revenge, she says that it is the way that she can hurt her husband the most
- The dress that Medea sends to the princess is inherited from the Helios, the son god, and that is it supposed to represent a kind of alliance
- Medea apologizes to Jason so that he thinks that she is actually sorry and to get him to take the kids
- She gives the dress to her kids so that they take it Glauce so that she can convince her father to let Jason’s children stay in Corinth
- Glauce took the dress and crown and wore them and eventually they burnt her so bad that she screamed and Creon came in and touched her, while none of the servants touched Glauce; and so her father died also
- The children come back from the tutor, and say that the children are no longer exiled
- Medea hears the sound of the people coming to get her after the dress killed the princess and her father and she knows that her children will be killed anyways so she kills them
- Anger has overtaken her just like anger overtakes Achilles
- The Chorus sings about a song about the sorrows of having children and how it might be better to not even have them at all; during this time you can hear the children trying to escape their mother
- The Chorus says they only heard of one other woman killing her own son and that was Ino who was driven mad by Hera and jumped off a cliff with her son
- Jason runs onto the stage to save his children from the mob; he is not thinking about Medea but about his children; the Chorus tells him that his children are dead and he says that he is torn
- The Greeks had machanea (machine) type thing which is like a crane which gods usually appeared to use it; in this case though it was Medea using it
- Medea is above the house riding away in a chariot of Helios with the bodies of the sons
- Jason and Medea share words of whose fault it was for the children’s death, and Jason requests for the body of their sons so he can bury them, but Medea says she will bury them so that other people can’t defile their tombs at Mountain-Mother’s shrine
- She then tells Jason that she will go to Athens to Aegeus and she further tells him that he will die by being hit by the log of his own ship the Argo
- Jason tries to address the gods to get revenge but Medea says what gods will listen to him
- The Chorus ends the play with saying that gods work in mysterious ways
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- Catharsis – cleansing of the soul
 
Medea ex Machina (ca 400 BC)
- Medea riding in a chariot given to her by the Sun god Helios; she has the bodies of her sons with her so that Jason doesn’t have access to them
- In the vase painting there is also the figure of the lamb
- Jason gives a speech that she is a traitor to her land where she came from and that she is therefore not Greek; she killed her brother and that she also killed her children
- All of these are not characteristics of a Greek woman
- Medea denies Jason the privilege of burying his children; she says she will take them to the shrine of the mountain mother to ensure that the children are not defiled
- She is aligning herself with Earth mother
- She admits what she has done is a sin but she will make a ritual to repay for what she has done to her children
- She says that she will go live with Aegeus; she becomes the wife of the king of Athens
- Theseus visits Athens and Aegeus doesn’t recognize who he is but Medea does and she gives him a cup of poisoned wine and then Aegeus realizes who he is and smacks the cup away before he drinks it; Aegeus banishes Medea from Athens; Aegeus (father) and Theseus (son) reunite
- She is going to live in the land of the Meads; the land of the Persians
- She is crushed by the relic of Argo
- Jason ends by lamenting (wanting to kiss the soft lips of his children; wants to just touch his children)
- By the end of the play we still don’t have sympathy for Jason and it is now hard to find sympathy for Medea at the end of the play, even if we had any for her at the start
- Is it a woman’s play? The whole feminine stance is undermined by the actions of Medea
 
Procne (Review)
- Athenian princess, married to Tereus; she was married off to Tereus by her father, who was a very strong ally to her father
- Son Itys (Itylus)
- Sister Philomela; Procne was missing her family and says she wants to visit them in Thrace but instead asks Tereus to bring her sister back for a visit
- Tereus’ rape; rapes Philomela on the way back and cuts out her tongue and locks her up
- Philomela’s narrative; she weaves her story in a cloth
- Procne’s revenge; Her and Philomela cook up Itys
- Metamorphosis
- Women’s weaving is used to subvert evil males
- Tereus has violated not only Procne but her homeland Thrace, by raping her sister
 
Medea as Heroine
- How can she be compared to:
                  - Penelope? – Using cloths to undermine people (unproducing the cloth each day)
                  - Clytemnestra? – The cloth used to kill her husband
                  - Deianeira? – Wife of Herakles, sends a gift to her husband which was a cloth which was
poisoned and kills her husband
                  - Antigone? – Would do things which a normal woman wouldn’t do
                  - Procne?
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Euripides’ Bacchae 
A Royal House Destroyed
 
- Dionysus is in contrast with Apollo, who is in harmony, and Dionysus is disordered
House of Cadmus of Thebes
 
                                    Agenor                                      Ares + Aphrodite
 
  
 
                     Europa        Cadmus    +             Harmonia
 
                         Ino                      Autonoe                Semele (Zeus)    Agave (Echion)
 
  
 
                  2 children             Actaeon                   Dionysus               Pentheus
 
- Cadmus is the founder of Thebes; he consulted an oracle and the oracle said he would have to follow a cow, with a half moon on her flank, and he should build a town where the cow lies down
- Intending to sacrifice the cow to Athena, Cadmus sent some of his companions to get water for the sacrifice and they were killed by a dragon which was guarding the spring
- By the instructions of Athena he sowed the dragon’s tooth in the ground, from which men sprung up; he defeated them by throwing a stone and causing them to fall upon each other until five were left
- Sown men are the five men who were formed from a tooth; the five men helped him build the citadel of Thebes
- Spartoi (or Spartes) are the sown men
- The dragon was sacred to Ares and he made Harmonia Cadmus’ wife
- Cadmus is the king of Thebes and Harmonia is the queen
- Ino, Autonoe, Semele (impregnated by Zeus) and Agave (married to Echion who is one of the sown men) are the offspring of Cadmus and Harmonia
- Actaeon underwent sparagmos (torn apart); he saw Artemis bathing
- Dionysus was born from the thigh of Zeus; Dionysus was born under the care of Ino, who Hera eventually made crazy and made her jump off a cliff with either one or both of her sons
- God inflicted madness that brings about the death of children
 
Review Dionysus
- Greek (and foreigner) – spends so much of his youth in foreign lands and it is as he is a foreigner; he is both a Greek and a foreigner at the same time
- Boundary dissolver; women come outside instead of staying in the house
- Myths of resistance; myths of a family who resists the worship of Dionysus, and the gods then punish the families
- Specific rituals
                  - Sparagmos – the ritual of tearing someone, usually a goat which is associated with Dionysus
                  - Omophagia – eating of something raw
- Bromius, Bacchus – common names for Dionysus
 
Euripides Bacchae (ca. 406 BC)
- nostos (return home) of Dionysus, in human disguise
                  - Establishment of mystery cult in Greece
                  - Demonstration of divinity
                  - Punishment of Theban royal family, who resist him
- Dionysus’ return is similar to Odysseus who disguises himself to test people, to see if they worship him or if they do not, and punish those who don’t and reward those who follow him
- The initiates of the mystery cult were said to have good things happened to them when they died
 
2 Groups of Maenads
- Chorus: Pious Asian followers of Dionysus
                  - Cultic details
                  - Choral hymns
 
- Impious Theban women, made insane by Dionysus
                  - Including Agave and her sisters
                  - On the mountain
 
- A turning inside out of the roles of people; women going outside
 
Maenad
- The women followers of Dionysus; shows the woman with her head back, instead of tilted down which was the norm for women represented in painting and sculptures, and ivy around her weaved hair
- Holding a staff (Thyrsus) with a pinecone on top and ivy wrapped around it
 
Historical Context
- Introduction of new religious cults into Athens
- Violation of Mysteries (seeing, performing)
                  - Charges against Alcibiades 415 BC
                        - Parody of Eleusinian Mysteries
                        - Desecration of Herms
                  - Charges against Socrates 399 BC
                         - Introducing new gods
                         - Corrupting youth
- Alcibiades was an aristocrat who was about to go onto an expedition
- Statues (of Hermes) was desecrated the night before Alcibiades was about to leave on the expedition
- The enemies of Alcibiades said that Alcibiades performed the secret rites of the Eleusinian mysteries under non-appropriate conditions to initiates; he let them see religious things which they were not supposed to see
- The penalty of this was death
- In 399BC Socrates, who was a follower and an Athenian, loved to go around and challenge the gods
- This made a lot of people angry and this lead to the charges against him
- The charges against him included that he corrupted the youth, in the way of not believing in the conventional gods, and introducing new gods
 
Pentheus
- Name: ‘grief’
- New young king; got the kingdom from his grandfather Cadmus; he brings a new order to the kingdom and this is similar to Zeus who brought about certain rules as soon as he came to power
- Obsessions: boundaries, distinctions, social order
                  - Sexuality, gender; women’s sexual behaviour was strictly controlled
- Mistaken suspicions; he thinks the worst of people since he just came to power and is really suspicious of everyone
- Confrontation with Tiresias (was in the Odyssey, told Odysseus what to do; he was also interacting with Oedipus, tried to help Oedipus); all the kings interact with him in a similar way where the kings think that he is trying to do them harm, which he is not, and they all react by persecuting him
- Armies, prison, hunting; Pentheus has to do with these 3 things, he always puts people in prison and he loves hunting
 
Dionysus
- Human form (foreigner)
- Animal form (to Pentheus); Dionysus is in several forms to Pentheus, most commonly in the form of a bull, but he shows himself in several forms to Pentheus
- Divine form (to Bacchants); form of a voice coming out of the sky
- Cannot be confined or contained; which Pentheus usually tries to chain up people
- Calm, smiling; Dionysus is always calm while Pentheus tries to anger him by sending armies at him
- Miracles demonstrate his power
                  - Recognized by common people; common people recognize his miracles while Pentheus does
not
- Dionysus is a democratic god and not aristocratic
 
The Play
- At the beginning of the play there is a foreign man speaking on stage; he has a thyrsus, in scant dress, and animals skin
- The 3 things are said: his name is Dionysus, he is the son of Zeus, and he was born on Greece
- He talks about how his mother (Semele) was struck by lightning, and the altar where he was born is still smoking, and since it is still smoking in shows the undying evidence of spiteful Hera’s rage
- Dionysus talks about things that he brought back from the places he travelled; a lot of Eastern countries
- Dionysus says that Thebes is one of the first places he is visiting to get followers
- People thought that Semele didn’t actually sleep with Zeus and that she was lying and that Zeus struck her with a bolt because she was lying; but she actually did sleep with Zeus, and Dionysus sent the three sisters who gossiped about Semele into the mountains running around and raving
- Dionysus says that Pentheus, Cadmus’ grandson, doesn’t believe that Dionysus is a god and Dionysus says that Pentheus will soon know that Dionysus is a god
- Dionysus then leaves with the sounds of drumbeats and goes toward Mount Cithaeron
- The Chorus (Dionysus’ followers) tell the story of Dionysus’ birth; when Semele was struck by lightning, he was born prematurely, and Zeus stuffed him back into his thigh so that Hera wouldn’t see him
- When Dionysus was then born again, Zeus crowned him with a crown of serpents; which is why the thyrsus carrying maenads carry snakes in their hair
- Tiresias then enters carrying a staff with leaves, and dressed in fawnskin and with an ivy-crown
- Creon, the King is told by Tiresias that he is wrong for the burial of Antigone (not in this story)
- Tiresias is thought of as someone who speaks the truth and knows of divine things
- There is a comical scene of two old men (Tiresias and Cadmus) dressed like Meads; again breaking the boundaries of old men dressed as Meads, which is meant for young people
- Cadmus and Tiresias are old friends
- Cadmus and Tiresias are getting ready and are at a mountainside and Pentheus comes on stage
- Pentheus is mad and heard that the women of Thebes are outside and drinking and performing their religious duties
- Pentheus says that it is more likely the work of Aphrodite than of Bacchus
- Pentheus only sees the ugly side of things
- Pentheus already captured some women and locked them up but still wants to capture the rest of the women; he says he will even capture his own mother, Agave, and her sisters Ino and Autonoe
- Pentheus says he wants to catch the priest (Dionysus) and punish him because he thinks he is spreading lies about Dionysus who he says died when Zeus incinerated him and his mother with the lightning bolt; it is ironic because it is the same thing that happens to him
- Pentheus captures Tiresias and thinks that Tiresias’ goal is just for pure greed for spreading this religion
- Pentheus is the one who is actually interested in pure greed
- Tiresias tries to gives Pentheus advice but Pentheus ignores it; he compares the two gods Demeter, who brings the food, and Dionysus, who brings the wine, which accompanies the food
- The wine is important because it releases men’s troubles
- Tiresias explains to Pentheus how Dionysus is the son of Zeus; how Zeus ripped out some clouds and presented them to Hera as the remains of Dionysus after the lightning bolt
- Tiresias says that if women behave badly it is not because of Dionysus but it is the woman’s own bad behaviour
- Tiresias says that anyone would be happy if their name was exalted and why shouldn’t Dionysus have his name cheered for
- Cadmus then tries to explain it to Pentheus, but he is not able to persuade Pentheus either; he mentions his cousin Actaeon, who got torn apart when he defiled the gods
- Pentheus is so upset that his own grandfather is defying him
- Pentheus sends guards to capture Dionysus
- Pentheus tells people to go tear down the place where the Tiresias sits and for him to be stoned
- Tiresias says that Pentheus is a fool and doesn’t know what he is saying
- The messenger comes on stage, and says that Dionysus, who is in disguise, has been captured
- The women that were captured were unshackled form their chains and the prison doors opened and it seems like no humans touched the doors
- Pentheus compliments Dionysus for looking pretty since Pentheus looks very similar to him also
- Pentheus confronts Dionysus, and says that he got him, and Dionysus compliments Pentheus
- Pentheus threatens Dionysus and tries to hurt him but he can’t; so he tells a guard to chain him up
- Dionysus, like Tiresias, tells him that he does not know what he is doing
- There is an earthquake and Pentheus’ palace is torn down and Dionysus is able to escape, this exact thing happened to him as Pentheus told to tear down Tiresias’ temple; as the palace is torn down there is light coming from Semele’s tomb
- Dionysus explains how he escaped and that the guard just hallucinated putting the shackles on and that that the Maenads set the tomb on fire and that Dionysus had brought the palace down
- Dionysus and Pentheus have an exchange until a herdsman runs in and say that the women were modest and weren’t drunk
- Dionysiac miracles all have to do with lively fluids that give power
- The herdsman also says that Autonoe, Ino, and Agave (Pentheus’ mother) was with the Bacchae
- Pentheus says that they should just hunt down the Bacchants and the whole cosmic force was under the influence of Dionysus since the Bacchants were dancing
- One of the herdsmen describe how the women were furious with strength
- Villagers go to battle with the Bacchants; the Bacchants are like the Amazons
- The Bacchants aren’t wounded by the spears but the thyrsus wounded the villagers
- The herdsman says that the Bacchants ripped apart their animals and the villagers barely escaped
- The herdsman says that this work must have been by the help of some god, probably Dionysus
- Dionysus is on the stage listening to the whole battle and offers Pentheus advice, but Pentheus doesn’t take his advice
- Dionysus tells Pentheus to offer Dionysus a sacrifice, Pentheus says what can he even offer
- As Pentheus goes to attack the Maenads, and Dionysus says that “how would you like to see the Bacchants having an orgy” and Pentheus says that he would love to
- Pentheus imagines himself spying on the Bacchants, but Dionysus says that no matter where he hides the Bacchants will see him
- Dionysus puts Pentheus in the image of spying on things that they should not see; like Artemis bathing; which is a crime of religion
- Dionysus says that Pentheus has to dress himself in something soft and feminine to see them bathing, but Pentheus doesn’t want to, but in a way Pentheus wants to do it kind of because he kind of wants to be a Bacchant himself
- Pentheus goes into the palace to get dressed, and Dionysus says to the chorus that there is the man walking into the net
- Dionysus plans to embarrass Pentheus by having him walk through the city dressed in the robes and having the whole city laugh at him
- Pentheus comes out dressed in a robe and carrying a thyrsus and says he sees doubles of everything and a bull, which is the symbol of Dionysus
- Pentheus seems to really enjoy wearing the dress and keeps asking Dionysus if he is doing things right
- Pentheus comes out and says he that he sees double vision; something which is an influence of the gods or of wine
- The Bacchants see Pentheus as the man violating them
- Pentheus is completely in the power of the gods now
- A messenger comes running from the mountain and describes that Pentheus has gone out to the mountain side with Dionysus; Pentheus says that he is not able to see the orgy and the stranger (Dionysus) took a branch of the highest tree and brought it down so that Pentheus could sit on it so that he could see everything
- Now Pentheus is the one who is seen by everyone; he is sitting on top of a pine tree which is sacred to Dionysus
- The voice of Dionysus is heard to the Bacchants and he says that Pentheus, the one who tried to persecute them, is on the tree and Pentheus’ own mother, Agave, who is under the spell takes charge of the Bacchants to persecute Pentheus
- At this time the stranger (Dionysus) disappeared and he was the voice now
- Pentheus, as his mother is about to tear him apart, tells his mother to not tear him apart, and Pentheus has a moment of anagnorisis (recognition) that Dionysus has power
- Pentheus’ mother is now proud and says for men to try to take control of them now
- Pentheus who tried to fight the gods is now part of the thyrsus, with his head pointed on the thyrsus; the rest of his body was torn apart by the Bacchae
- Agave, who is delusional, asks Cadmus to congratulate him, and she wants to hang Pentheus’ head in the palace
- Cadmus who now heard this tries to reassemble the remains of Pentheus
- Cadmus is now in an awkward position, that she is caught between telling Agave the truth or not telling her truth
- Dionysus is associated with psychological power
- Cadmus tells Agave to look up at the sky to reset her mind, and she looks up, and says its brighter than usual, and then looks down and her mind is reset, and she finally recognizes who she is again
- She then looks down at her hands and sees what she is holding, and she is really torn
- Cadmus says to Agave that she and her sisters killed Pentheus in the same fields where Actaeon was torn apart by the hounds
- The rest of the play was pieced together from many fragments
- Cadmus comments on how the gods ruined his house
- The royal house is completely demolished; that he has no male heir, that the palace is also destroyed
- The fact that Cadmus has done nothing wrong, he has still been polluted and that the royal family will be exiled from Thebes; Cadmus and Agave will go in different directions though
- Agave wants to provide the funerary rites to Pentheus but it is problematic for her to bury her son since she is the one that killed him
- Dionysus appears on the stage no longer as a stranger, but reveals himself as the bull-horned God
- Agave can no longer restrain herself; she says that he was merciless, but he says that he was insulted
- The Chorus ends the story saying that Gods take many forms and what people most expect does not happen and what people least expect, God finds a way
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Pentheus Transformed (844 ff)
- Becomes what he tried to suppress
- Suffers the punishment he threatened
- Sacrificial victim in perverted ritual
- Hunter hunted
- Thyrsus
- Anagnorisis and peripeteia
 
Enthusiasmos
- Possession by a god
- Supernatural energy
 
Phallophoria
- Worship of the phalice
- It is kind of similar to how Dionysus brought the tree down
 
Bacchae Questions
- What distinctions dissolve under the influence of Dionysus?
- Which rituals are perverted?
- Who is destroyed? Who benefits?
- Is Dionysus too cruel?
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Origins of the Roman Myths
1.    Native Italian religion
2.    Etruscan myth and ritual
3.    Huge influence and what changed Roman myth
4.    Greek colonies in Italy
 
Ancient Italy
-  Latium is the area that was most influenced by the Etruscans
 
Native Italian (Latin) Traditions 
- Countless divine numina (spirits) (s. numen): ‘nodders’ Not anthropomorphic, limited in function. E.g. Janus, ‘gate;: a numen of doors, bridges, etc.
- Lares (household members)
- Penates (storehouse)
- Sacrificium; (making sacred) a transfer of goods into ownership of numen, who was to give something in return.
 
Etruscan Influences
- Culturally sophisticated and politically powerful nation
- Dominated much of the Italian peninsula until about 509 BC (Roman revolt)
- Names of several gods, Romans took the names of several gods from the Etruscans e.g. Jupiter (Zeus), Hera (Juno), Minerva (Athene)
- Rituals and superstitions
- (Augury and Omens)
 
Etruscan She-wolf, Roman Twins 
- Breast feeding the twins underneath, Romulus and Remus (legendary founders of Rome)
- Romans took the animal symbols from Etruscans such as the she-wolf
- The Romans seized this statue from the Etruscans and brought it to Rome, and used its representation of the myth of the founding of their state
 
Greek Influence
- Archaic period – Greek colonization of Southern Italy and Sicily
- Eventual conquest of Greeks by Romans in 2nd century BC
- In culture, the Romans bowed to Greece, adapting Greek art and literature to meet their own needs
 
- Romans and Etruscans had influence from the Greek culture
- Roman deities took on personalities of Greek gods
- E.g. Jupiter/Jove, an Italian sky-god, took on qualities of Greek Zeus
 
Narrative Connection
- Aeneas, son of Aphrodite (Venus) and Anchises, escapes ruins of Troy with father, son and a group of refugees
- Bringing the past and the future
- They travel to Italy around 1225 BC
- Legendary fall of Troy around this time
- Legendary founding of Rome 753 BC
- Romans really need to fill in the gap of almost 500 years between these periods to connect themselves
- Descendants and different events help fill in this gap
- Historical gap is filled with Roman legends
 
Early Latin Legends
- Aeneas founded Lavinium
- His son, Ascanius (lulus, another name) founded Alba Longa, a legendary city of Latium
- Long line of legendary kings of Alba Longa (Livy, was a historian who documented these things)
 
Numitor and Amulius
- Brothers and rivals for the throne (like?)
- Seven against thieves
- Rivalry between Amulius and his brother
- Amulius drives Numitor out, Numitor was the king of Alba Longa
- Numitor’s daughter, Rhea Silvia (Ilia, another name), is made a Vestal Virgin by her uncle Amulius, and she guarded the Eternal Flame sacred to the Vesta (goddess of heart, equivalent to Greek goddess Hestia), this way she can’t  have children until the age of forty and there is less chance for heirs
- Raped by Mars, she bears the twins Romulus and Remus
- Now Romulus and Remus have Rhea as mother, and Mars as father
- Amulius buries Rhea alive in the ground and throws the twins into the river Tiber
- River floods the banks and they were supposed to drown
- However the twins survive and the wolf suckles them
- They are suckled by the she-wolf, rescued and raised by shepherds
- Royal family but raised by Shepherds
- Rhea Silvia marries Tibernius who saved the twins and saved Rhea
 
Romulus and Remus
- Twins come of age, rid the land of robbers
- They avenge Numitor by killing Amulius, who killed Numitor
 
- They want to name the city and say whoever sees a sign of god first will get the city named after them; Remus sees a flock of six vultures, but Romulus immediately sees twelve after; Romulus says it’s a stronger sign and they fight over this
- They quarrel over the founding of a new city; Romulus kills Remus (foundation sacrifice)
- Romulus founds Rome
- Rome begins with Fratricide (frater means “brother” and cide means “killing”) , founded but a descendant of Mars and Venus;
- Asylum for fugitives
 
Rape of Sabine Women
- Romans were unable to attract wives since a lot of them were shepherds-turned-warriors or fugitives or escaped slaves
- Romulus invited Sabines to a festival of the Consualia
- They come unarmed, ready for a party
- Romans seize daughters of Sabines
- Carry them off into their houses and make them their wives by force, were unwilling to return them
- Rape from the word Rapera (take something by force or violence)
- Fathers and Brothers of the Sabine women went home and put on their armour ready to fight the Romans
- Long war, ended by the women saying they were happy to be the wives of Romans
- This created the tradition of the groom carrying the bride over the threshold of her new home; since the Roman brides had to be carried into the house by force
- The Roman and Sabine territories were then combined under a single (mostly Roman) government
 
Glambologna, 1583 Rape of the Sabine Women
 
Deification of Romulus
 
- Romulus ruled for 38 years until during a storm he was said to have disappeared 
- Disappeared in a cloud
- Apotheosis (becoming a god), Romulus was worshipped as a warrior god Quirinus
 
 
 
 
Lucretia, and the Origins of the Republic
- Before 509 BC, Etruscan monarchy in Rome
- The last Etruscan king was Tarquin the Proud
 
- His son, Sextus Tarquin, was fired by the beauty and virtue of Lucretia, wife of the Roman soldier Collatinus
- He entered her home as a guest while her husband was on military duty, and raped her under threat of death and dishonour
- Summoning her husband and his friend Brutus, she told her story and killed herself
- Brutus, as a result, led a revolt against the monarchy and founded the Republic and Senate
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What do Prometheus, Metis, and Medea have in common?
- They are all intelligent
What do the stories of Rhea Silvia, the Sabine women, and Lucretia have in common?
- They are all honourable women....honour is upheld even when they do sleep with someone else
 
- The rape is symbolic of a sacrifice to Rome
- Compare these with similar stories in Greek myths
 
 
Very Brief Historical Overview
- Romulus has ties to Julius Caesar and Augustus, listed as an ancestor
- It is said that Ascanius, Aeneas’s son, was nicknamed Ilus, and that slowly became Iulus, and it is claimed that Ascanius is the progenitor of the family of Julii
 
- The Roman republic grew into a large empire
- 264 - 146 BC: Punic Wars against Carthage  
 
- Greece becomes Roman province 146 BC
- 88 - 31 BC a series of evil wars in Rome
- 46 BC - Octavian chooses the name Augustus for himself instead of “Romulus” since it might create confusion
- 44BC Julius Caesar rules as dictator (assassination by senatorial party supporters) 
- Augustus, nephew, and adopted son of Julius Caesar, because he had no other children to leave anything to
 
- Octavian shares rule with Mark Antony, but they become enemies
- Antony and Cleopatra defeated at battle of Actium 31 BD
 
 
 
Augustus 
 
- Caesar Augustus
- Put an end to generations of civil war, but also to the republic
- Appeased the republican party by preserving its institutions (e.g. The Senate), and by keeping peace.
- Sponsored a vast program of culture, including art, architecture, and literature - 2 Augustan poets are Virgil and Ovid
 
Virgil ’s Aeneid (his text not a translation) - Roman Literary Epic - 
Publius Vergilius Maro (Virgil)
- 70 - 19 BC
- Lived through civil war that ended with Augustus ’rule (27 BC ff)
- Valued peace
- Wrote Eclogues, Georgics, and Aeneid, encouraged by Augustus
- Greek models very important; values are Roman
 
 
Major Themes 
 
- Rome
- Fathers and sons
- Piety (involves your duty and devotion to your god, ancestors, and state) - Destructive emotions (love and rage/anger)
- Fugitives (was populated by fugitives, Aeneas himself was a fugitive) - Divine interest- personal sacrifice
- Personal sacrifice
Aeneas of Troy
- Homeric hymn to Aphrodite
Anchises + Venus 
 
 
Aeneas + Creusa
 
 
 
Ascanius (Iulus - another name for him)  Pius Aeneas 
 
-Suppresses his personal desires, submits his will to fate
 
 
Pietas, a sense of duty to others - Ancestors (Anchises)
- Offspring (Ascanius)
- Nation (Troy, eventually Lavinium)
- Gods – Jupiter (Zeus), Juno (Hera), Venus/Cytherea (Aphrodite), Minerva (Athena), Neptune (Poseidon)
 
 
 
Arma (war) virumque cano - 12 books:
- 1 - 6: Voyage with his followers from Troy to Italy (compare Odyssey) - Persecution by Juno (god -Jupiter ’s wife)
- Dido (tragedy)
- Underworld
- 6 - 12: War in Italy (Compare Iliad)
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In which of the following is funerary ritual not important?
a)     Antigone – wants to bury her brother
b)     Iliad
c)     Homeric Hymn to Hermes
d)     Odyssey – meet the ghosts, and the ghost wants a proper burial ritual
e)     Bacchae
Book One
- Fugitive Aeneas and Future of Rome; Aeneas is constantly subordinate to his fate
- Human and divine conflict
- Shipwreck off Carthage
- Aeneas as leader (911)
- Jupiter’s prophecy (912-914)
- When Aeneas got to Italy he eventually found Ilinia
- Beauty contest of the gods and Athena punished the Trojans for not being picked and punished Aeneas also
- Juno persuades Aeolus, the wind god, to send a hurricane to damage Aeneas’ ship and Aeneas and his men get shipwrecked on Libya’s coast
- Neptune (Poseidon) calms the sea down to prevent complete destruction however
- Aeneas looks after his followers and makes a speech to encourage them
- Aeneas mentions how they sailed past Scylla and Cyclops’ rage (exactly like Odysseus)
- The men then feast and regain their strength and mourn over the loss of their comrades
- A scene up in heaven where Venus (Aphrodite) goes to Jupiter and makes a big plea on behalf of Aeneas who she thinks has been unfairly treated
- Jupiter (Zeus) says that he will let Aeneas become king of Latium and prophesizes what will happen to the line of kings after Aeneas, and his son Ascanius (Ilus/Iulus)
- Jupiter tells exactly what will happen including Romulus and Remus, and Mars and how they will form Rome and of Julius Caesar
- Similar to Thetis who supplicates Zeus at the beginning of the Iliad
- Athena does the same thing for Odysseus
- The gods are giving their sanction to the Rome founder
 
Savage Juno’s Wrath (909-910)
- Juno hostile to Troy. Why?
- Carthage – this city was Juno’s (Hera) favourite, and Juno kept her chariot and armour here
- Juno was the daughter of Saturn (Cronus) and Ops (Rhea)
- Juno is angry at Aeneas because Carthage is her favourite city and there is a prophecy that a group of Trojans will eventually lead Carthage to destruciton
- Jupiter sends down Maia’s son (Hermes) to the fortress of Carthage and tell the Phoenicians and Dido to not drive away Aeneas and the Trojans
- Aeneas hides his fleet of ships in a cove so that no one finds them and he and his comrade Achates go out to the explore the island of Carthage
- Aeneas finds Venus (his mother) who is in disguise as a hunter girl; she is so beautiful that Aeneas says that she is so beautiful and says that she must be a goddess or one of the nymphs
- Similar to the Odyssey where Odysseus meets a woman who is a goddess and says the same thing
- She says that she is not a goddess but just a hunter girl and says that queen Dido is the ruler of Carthage; Dido found the city after she left Phoenicia after her husband Sychaeus, who she was forced to marry but loved, was murdered by her brother Pygmalion
- Sychaeus then appears to Dido in her sleep and tells her about his gold that no one else knows about and so she and a bunch of other people steal a bunch of ships and come to an island and found Carthage
- Queen Dido is the ruler there (has a lot in common with Aeneas)
- Both were fugitives
- Dido is remaining faithful to the memory of her husband
- Aeneas then tells Venus his story of how he left Troy and now he only has 7 ships with him and some followers
 
 
Venus leaves Aeneas on the shore of Carthage, Tiepolo
- Venus reassures Aeneas that he will be safe since her parents (Jupiter) told her so
- As Venus is walking away, Aeneas recognizes its his mother and asks why she can’t talk to him face to face
- Venus covers Aeneas and Achates in a mist so that no one can see them but they can see
- Aeneas sees a shrine being made in honour of Juno (Hera) and on the shrine he sees images of the war of Troy
- Dido then shows up at the temple with followers behind her and he also sees his fellow Trojans, who were scattered by the storm, being cared for by Dido
- Aeneas realizes that she means no harm and the cloud disappears and Venus makes Aeneas look like a god and handsome and he confronts Dido
- Dido sends food down to the beaches for Aeneas’ men and she prepares a feast
- Aeneas sends Achates to get Aeneas’ son Ascanius to come up from the ships and also for Achates to bring up gifts that he is going to give to the Phoecians
- Cupid is half-brother to Aeneas; Venus, worried that Juno might turn the Phoecians against Aeneas, sends down Cupid in disguise as Ascanius and gets Dido to madly fall in love with Aeneas
- Venus also puts the real Ascanius to sleep, and takes him to her city of Idalium, so that he doesn’t know about this plan
 
Carthage
- Newly-founded city in North America
- Ruled by Dido, a woman, a widow, a fugitive, a just ruler
- Luxurious and foreign
- Aeneas’ narrative of Troy’s fall and his travels so far
 
Dido Receiving Aeneas and Cupid as Ascanius, Francesco Solimena (1657-1747)
 
Books 2-3: Aeneas’ Narrative
- Compare Odysseus in Phaeacia
- Compare paintings in temple (919)
- How are Trojans and Greeks characterized?
- Helen sees the gods dismantling Troy
 
The Fall of Troy
- Aeneas tells the story of how the Greeks deceived the Trojans with the horse (dedicated to Minerva (Athena))and mentions Sinon, who was a Greek spy and convinced the Trojans to take the horse into Troy
- Troy in flames; Aeneas describes how he sees Troy in flames
- Aeneas eventually sees Helen crouching in a corner and is about to kill her since he thinks its all her fault but Venus appears to Aeneas and tells him that it is not Helen’s fault but the gods did this and the gods are destroying Troy
- Venus tells Aeneas to get his family and get out of Troy and so he does
- Aeneas goes to his father Anchises, but he does not want to leave, and Aeneas says he could leave without him, but then divine signs appear
- Ascanius appears with a little fiery halo on his head and a shooting star in the sky
- Anchises is then convinced and Aeneas carries him on his back with his son, Ascanius, his wife, Creusa, and followers following him
- Eventually he loses Creusa and only notices when everyone gets to the shrine of Ceres
- He then runs through the streets looking for her until he sees a dark image of her, larger than usual, and she tells him that a new home and a new wife await for him in Hesperia
- Eventually Aeneas tells him the story of how he encountered Harpies, and at Cyclopes’ cave Aeneas sees a Greek, Achaemenides, left by Odysseus and rescues him even though he is a Greek
- Aeneas tells Dido that he needs to seek out Italy and a priest, Helenus, tells him that he will recognize Italy by the sign of a white sow (adult female pig) with thirty suckling pigs under a holly branch
 
March 25
 
In Greek tragedy, the sacrifices that are emphasized usually indicate:
a) the piety of the main characters
b) the benevolence of the gods
c) commensality of gods and mortals
                  - feat at Mekone; in Thesiod’s Work and Days, and Theogeny
d) the orderly functioning of the polis
e) a lack of harmony in the relations between gods and mortals
 
Aeneid Book 4: “Unhappy Dido Burns”
- Love as fire, wound, destructive to state; Dido’s passion is a destructive thing
- Dido has sworn an oath to her first husband, but he died
- Dido Univira; Univira – faithful to one man
- Dido forgets the vows to her first husband, and she talks to her sister Anna, who is like a double to Dido
- Dido says that she is moved by Aeneas, who is very handsome and is the only man to ever move her since her husband has passed away
- Anna knows Dido very well, and she wants to answer Dido  by telling her that it will be benefit for the Carthage; it will make Dido look like a hero since the city will make strong alliances with other cities
- The words of Anna feed the fire in Dido; she is in flames of her passion
- Juno loves Carthage, and sees Dido’s love for Aeneas as a way for Aeneas to not get to Italy; Juno wants Aeneas to get Carthage, but Venus wants to protect Aeneas
- Eventually Venus agrees to let Aeneas and Dido to marry and goes along with Juno’s plan
- There is going to be a hunting trip the next day and there is a storm that separates the whole hunting party and Dido and Aeneas end up alone in a cave
- There is a wedding ritual going on now, but instead of fire torches there is lightning
- Dido is seen as a bride of death; Dido calls it marriage and with it she covers up her fault; the text doesn’t think of it as a proper marriage
- Similar to Medea and Jason, where Medea thinks it’s a proper marriage but is not exactly
- Marriage? Rumour; Rumour is a divine being that runs around
- Jupiter calls Hermes (Mercury) to tell Aeneas that it is time to get moving, and in his own interest to leave Dido behind and find his son
- Hermes finds Aeneas in purple thread, which is usually the colour for the gods; it is also the Roman empire colour
- Hermes tells Aeneas that he is under the control of Dido and just building her kingdom, while Aeneas should go out and find his own kingdom; Aeneas is seduced
- It is similar to Cleopatra who had Marc Anthony under her control; it is similar to Dido having control of Aeneas
- Aeneas now realizes that he has to leave and starts making special preparations so that he can leave, but he hasn’t told Dido yet that he is planning to leave
- Dido makes an emotional plea for Aeneas, but Aeneas tells Dido that he never had the intentions for them to marry
- Aeneas tells her that if he had the choice that he would stay and rebuild Troy but it was his destiny to leave
- Dido tells Anna to burn all the things that Aeneas touched, even her bed, which makes a pyre
- Dido’s curse, she swears on the gods to wage war on Aeneas’ men; now sets up a rivalry between Tirenians and Carthagians
- She then goes into a room and kills herself by plunging herself on a sword
- Compare: Nausicaa, Circe, Calypso, Medea, Cleopatra
- Aeneas escapes and holds funeral games for his father who died; Neptune casts a helmsman into the sea as a sacrifice to Juno’s anger
 
Book 6: The Underworld of the Aeneid
- Sibyl as guide to enter the Underworld; Sibyl is a priestess of Apollo who accompanies him
- Contrast Greek heroes; Odysseus and all the other heroes
- Aeneas who is famous for piety, brings the Golden Bough (tree branch) which allows access to the Underworld; Aeneas had to retrieve the Golden Bough
- Find Chiron, who says that he knows what heroes who come down do
- Sibyl says that Aeneas is different and he has come down for his father and Aeneas shows the Golden Bough
- When they encounter Cerberus, Sibyl throws a cake with drugs that bring on sleep
- Sybil takes Aeneas on the tour of the Underworld, which shows the different parts of the Underworld
- When they get to the suicide part of Underworld he finds Dido, and Aeneas didn’t know that she died and asks Dido if they could be friends, but she walks away; this is similar to Odysseus and Ajax
- Dido ran to her husband Sychaeus who actually loves her
- When Greek heroes see Aeneas in the Underworld they are scared of him, even though the Greeks destroyed Troy
- Deiphobus, Trojan warrior and son of Priam who was torn to pieces; Aeneas sees Deiphobus who tells the story of how Helen betrayed him and went to the Greek side; it makes Helen looks evil
 
 
Anchises in the Underworld
- Aeneas comes to a path which has two different paths
- Tartarus; description of it and how horrible it is
- Groves of the Blessed (located in the Elysium); Aeneas sees his father here, it is described as a field just as an image of heaven
- Here you would find kings of the past, soldiers, priests, poets
- It is said Orpheus is also found here playing music
- Aeneas tries to reach out and grasp his father’s ghost 3 times and 3 times he just goes through him; similar to his wife Creusa who he tried to reach out and grasp 3 times also and failed
- Lethe, a final place where souls goes if they want to begin to wish for bodies (reincarnation)
- Vision of Rome’s future (961-962) to Augustus Caesar
- Anchises explaining to Aeneas the Roman virtue; he shows the image of Augustus Ceasar, the son of a god, who will renew a golden age
- Roman virtue:
                  - “To pacify, to impose the rule of law, to spare the conquered, battle down the proud.”
- The Roman virtue is what the Romans are responsible for; similar to what America thinks they are now
- Anchises says that other countries will be good at arts and music and all the artsy stuff, but the Romans will be good at bringing justice, to pacify, impose rule of law, battle down the proud
- When Aeneas leaves the Underworld, he leaves through the gate of ivory, which is the gate of false dreams
- Gate of ivory (false dreams); there are 2 gates through which Aeneas can leave through, gate of ivory and gate of horn
 
March 30
 
The Elusinian Mysteries were
a) a riddle to be solved by a hero – riddle of the Sphinx
b) a religion exclusive to citizens of Eleusis
c) a festival in honour of Zeus
d) a religion in honour of Demeter and Persephone
e) a woman-only festival – haven’t talked about it really but it exists
 
Book 7 – 12: War in Italy
- Aeneas and his ships land in Italy and Aeneas sees the sign of a white sow with thirsty suckling pigs
 
                                    Latium (Region)
 
       Latinus (king) + Amata
 
        Lavinia (betrothed to Turnus)
 
- Lavinia is the daughter and has promised to marry Turnus (Turnus is favoured by Amata)
- Fates intend Lavinia for Aeneas; Latinus was told by an oracle for his daughter to marry a stranger rather than a Latin
- The mom doesn’t want to give Lavinia to Aeneas who is a stranger but Latinus does
- Aeneas will be another Paris, he will destroy another Troy
 
Juno’s Hostility
- Incites fury to Amata who sides with Turnus (Juno is on the side of Turnus)
- War between Turnus and Aeneas, each with allies
- Object: Lavinia’s hand, the right to rule
- Latinus willing to submit to fate
- You see Lavinia all the time but she never speaks throughout the play
- You only see her blush once which is about the strongest emotion she shows
- She just stands there and a marker of property
 
Alliances
- Evander, king of Arcadia, with Aeneas; Evander is an old king
- Arcadia will eventually be the future site of Rome
- His son Pallas fights on Aeneas’ side
                  - He is slain by Turnus, who takes his golden belt; the belt will eventually seal his fate
                  - Aeneas, formerly restrained, reacts with rage after Pallas’ death; very similar to Achilles’
reaction to the death of Patroklus
- Aeneas’ divine armour
                  - Scenes of Rome’s future history, Augustus
                  - The shield contains images of everyone including Romulus, Mars, Augustus
- Etruscans with Turnus; Etruscans were seen over indulgent, were driven by greed
- The Etruscans were seen as negative and therefore Turnus is seen in a negative way also
- Turnus threatens to set fire to the Trojan ships (similar to the battle of Hektor and Achilles)
- Camilla, a virgin warrior queen, “like an Amazon” is killed in battle; this is similar to other heroes who wage war with Amazon queens
 
Text
- Aeneas himself is in need of armour and his mother Venus goes to Vulcan (Hephaistos) and asks for new armour (similar to Achilles, and a shield was also forged with had an image of cosmos and two towns fighting, but there were no names of any towns)
- It was like Achilles was going to war with the human race, but in the case of Aeneas, his shield had an image of the future of Rome
- Aeneas was historizing the process
- In the Iliad it is Thetis asking Hephaistos, now is Venus asking Vulcan (Venus is the wife of Vulcan) and she is using all her sexual favours
 
Turnus, Pallas and Aeneas
- Turnus kills Pallas, strips his corpse
- Aeneas, enraged, seeks revenge
- King Latinus offers to surrender in order to save Turnus, but Turnus is too proud to surrender
- Aeneas and Turnus agree to fight in a single combat and Aeneas vows that if he is victorious to build his own city and name it after Lavinia and not to subject Italians to his rule
- Aeneas gets shot with an arrow in his knee by an unknown person
- Aeneas and Turnus battle with people around them and eventually Turnus starts running away from Aeneas, who keeps chasing him and eventually tosses a spear which pierces Turnus’ leg
- Juno yields to Jupiter, Jupiter says that Latin will be spoken in Rome; Jupiter holding up the scale and Turnus’ side drops
                  - This is a reason explaining why Latin is still spoken by the Romans since the are descendants of
the Trojans
- Final scene: Aeneas, reminded of Pallas by his gold belt, refuses to spare Turnus’ life
- Turnus begs Aeneas of several things to either return his body or to send him back to his father, his kin
- In the last scenes, Aeneas is giving way to his emotions
- Turnus is compared to a stag being hunted down by Aeneas
- Compare the story to Akhilleus, Patroklos, and Hektor
- Compare Turnus with Dido; Dido being wounded by Aeneas because she loved him, here it is also similar
- There is a discussion of how much the Aeneid can be thought of as propaganda or the actual story
 
April 1
 
What do the Cyclops, Argus, Oedipus and the Graiae have in common?
a) They are all characters in the Athenian tragedy
b) They are all characters from the Odyssey
c) They are all creatures of fantasy
d) They are all deprived of their sight
e) They are all tricked
 
- D and E are both the correct answers
- Oedipus is a character of Greek tragedy
- Argus is a creature with 100 or 1000 eyes, and gets killed by Hermes
- Tricking a person is similar to blinding them
 
Ovid’s Metamorphoses – Poet as Hero
 
Ovid
- Roman poet 43 BC – 17 AD
- Educated, sophisticated, witty
- Extensive references to both Greek and Latin poets
- A favourite theme: erotic love
                  - Contrast Virgil
- Ovid enjoys a playfulness while Virgil is more serious
- Wrote a series of poems called the Amores (Love stories)
 
Metamorphoses
- Epic poem, 15 books
- Ambitious: the history of the world from creation to Augustan Rome (chaos to order)
- Written in dactylic hexameter
- Unifying theme: changing forms, this unifies his stories
- Myths of metamorphosis
- Narrative structure reflects theme
- An important source for later writers and artists (e.g. Shakespeare)
- Ovid was sent into exile by Augustus sometime halfway through his career
 
Highlights
- Creation and the Four Ages
                  - Compare Hesiod
- Lycaon (evil) and the flood
                  - Compare Gilgamesh
- Deucalion and Pyrrha (virtue)
- Apollo and Daphne
- Perseus
- Orpheus and Eurydice
- Apotheosis of Caesar
 
Ovid’s Story of Creation
- Chaos, a shapeless confusion
- In the beginning there was land, water, and air but man couldn’t stand on land, swim in water or breathe air
- Order: separation and boundaries
- Animals
- Humans can look up to heaven
- There was Heaven, Water and Earth (Zeus, Poseidon, Demeter)
- Movement from confusion to order
- Fire is at the top, below it air, below that Earth, and water is below that holding up the land
- Whoever it was first created Earth it in a unique way; how the Earth is warm and cold in the different parts of it and how certain things are heavier than others
- Saying humans are better animals and there is something about them similar to gods
- All the animals look downwards while humans are the only animals who can raise their gods to look at the gods
 
Four Ages
- These are similar to Hesiod’s Work and Days
- Golden (Saturn (Kronos))
                  - Lack of any strife or warfare and with people not having to do any work, no soldiers or
weapons were needed and no trees were cut down and no walls built around cities
                  - Peace, abundance, spring
                  - No ships since no one has to go anywhere
                  - There were rivers of milk and honey and there was no agriculture since no one has to work
                  - It is
- Silver (Jupiter (Zeus))
                  - Seasons, houses, agriculture
                  - People need to start and built houses since winter exists now and there are season where
nothing grows
- Bronze
                  - War was introduced and men were partly evil, but no completely
- Iron
                  - Evil, violence, greed, mining, impiety, injustice, assaults on Heaven
                  - People start to tame the sea in ships
                  - The trees that grew on mountain side no longer found their place (were used for ships)
                  - Guests were not safe from the hosts; sons hustle their fathers off to death
                  - Piety laid vanquish
                  - The Giants try to attack heaven by stacking one mountain on top of another
                  - Jupiter decides action has to be taken
 
- An apocalyptic plan to wipe out the race of men
 
Lycaon
- Assembly of gods, Jupiter’s tale (Jove’s intervention); Jupiter wants to exterminate the human race
- Lycaon an example of evil, hybris
- Resists worship, serves flesh of his guest
- Lightning and metamorphosis (true nature)
- Zeus wants to test the human race and comes down as a mortal; he wandered around and came to Lycaon and shows a sign that a god has come
- It says that the people began to worship, but Lycaon planned to test Zeus that night when Zeus was a guest in his house
- Lycaon killed a person and cooked him and served him to Zeus but Zeus said it was enough and struck Lycaon’s house with a lightning bolt and metamorphosis changed Lycaon into a werewolf
- Even though he changed into a werewolf, it still reflects the change nature of Lycaon, that shows that he was evil beforehand also
- Jupiter decides that the whole race must be eradicated
- The worry with the other gods is what happens afterwards but Zeus reassures a new race will arise
- Instead of throwing down a thunder bolt at the world he decided to send a flood instead
 
Flood
- Inversion of natural order; Jupiter sends winds, Neptune sends water and everything is destroyed
- Animals are flooded and birds get exhausted from flying around with no place to land
- Deucalion and Pyrrha alone survive; land on Mount Parnassus
- Repopulation of Earth
- Metamorphosis: stones into humans
- All the animals swim together; wolf with the lamb, dolphins also swimming around
- Jove sees only Deucalion and Pyrrha are left alive and they are innocent so he recedes the water
- There is no telling of the boat in this; maybe they were on a high mountain
- When this happens they are really old, and Pyrrha is beyond having children
- Deucalion and Pyrrha then ask Themis of what they have to do and she tells them to throw their mother’s bones behind them
- Deucalion realizes bones of their mother is Earth’s stone and the stones thrown by Deucalion become men, while the stones Pyrrha throws become women
- The original human beings therefore came from Earth
 
Apollo and Daphne
- Cupid vs Apollo
- Apollo cannot heal his wound which is love
- Metamorphosis into laurel tree
- Apollo slays the dragon Python by shooting him thousands of times with arrows, and Apollo sees Cupid bending his bow but full of pride, Apollo thinks that Cupid can’t do anything
- Apollo does not take Cupid seriously since he is so small and Cupid shoots two arrows; one tipped with gold, which makes him fall in love with Daphne, and one tipped with lead and he fires it at Daphne and means that she would never fall in love with Apollo; this makes Apollo pursuit Daphne
- Daphne’s father, river-god Peneus, is reluctant after Daphne says she wants to be a virgin; Apollo imagines what Daphne would look like if technology was applied to her and if she was dressed as a young woman instead of running around in the wild
- It is talking about how things would look with an application of art
- When Apollo is chasing her and almost catches up, she begs her father to change her and she is changed into a laurel tree; since Apollo says he can’t fall in love with her, laurel (Daphne in mythology) was then the tree of Apollo
 
Perseus
- Harmonia and Cadmus, rulers of Thebes were changed into serpents after they refused to worship Bacchus
- As Perseus was flying over Libya drops from the Gorgon’s head fell on the ground and that is why there is lots of serpents there
- Perseus is flying and needs to rest so he stops in Atlas’ kingdom, but Atlas after receiving a prophecy that a son of Jove will steal his riches, tries to get rid of Perseus, but Perseus turns him to stone
- When Perseus is flying over north Africa, and he sees a girl chained to a rock
- Perseus sees Andromeda bound to the rock, and it describes her as a woman sort of like a sculpture made of marble
- Andromeda was offered as a sacrifice because her mother was bragging about how beautiful she is
- Perseus then kills a sea monster that was about to kill Andromeda
- Andromeda was already promised to a Prince, and Perseus has to battle him and his army and turns them stone using Medusa’s head that he obtained earlier
- Andromeda looked like a statue and is human, and the soldiers who were human were changed to stone
 
April 6
 
Which is NOT true of early Italian divinities (numena)?
a) They were ‘nodders’
b) There were very many of them
c) They were offered sacrifices in return for their favour
d) They had well-developed personalities
e) They eventually took on characteristics of Greek gods
 
Orpheus and Eurydice 
- What is Orpheus’ “heroic” quality?
- Reason for katabasis (descent to Underworld)?
- Compare with:
                  - Aeneid
                  - Odyssey
                  - Bacchae
                  - Homeric Hymn to Demeter
 
- God of weddings, Hymen, came
- Brought saffron robes
- Omens in this story are all bad
- One of the major points of the Etruscan culture was reading omens, which they transferred
- Eurydice, the bride, is walking and a serpent bites her and Eurydice is now the ‘bride of death’
- Similar to Persephone
- Eurydice goes down to the Underworld and Orpheus dares to descent to the Underworld
- The reasons why he did not do it is because not to tame Cerberus
- Orpheus is not a Greek and does not want to do it for honour or fame but pious
- First time someone is going down to the Underworld for love
- Orpheus and Ovid have a lot in common; both are poets and musicians
- Orpheus begs Hades and Persephone for Eurydice to come back so that she can live with him until she passes away, so its not forever
-  In Greek times, poetry and music were thought of the same thing
- Orpheus starts play music to Hades and Persephone, and spirits in the Underworld start weeping
- All the sinners in the Underworld stop doing their tasks and even the Furies weep
- Orpheus even manages to get Hades and Persephone to weep
 
Orpheus and Eurydice (Roman copy of Greek original, 420 BC) 
- This is a copy
- In the picture you have Hermes who brings the soul of Eurydice back up
- The condition is that if Orpheus is to get her back, he cannot turn back and look at her
 
Eurydice Recedes in the Underworld 
- Orpheus looks at her so she recedes back to the Underworld again
- Eurydice is the ‘Bride of Death’ twice
- He lost her forever now
- Orpheus now lived without a woman, but many women wanted this poet
- Orpheus rejects women and he lives in a land
 
Orpheus Entertaining the Beasts
- Orpheus’ music moved not only people, but animals and even trees
 
- A bunch of Bacchii come and attack Orpheus
- The leafy wand that is a spear, which is thrown at Orpheus, does not hurt him
- Weapons that are hurled at Orpheus are conquered by the music
- This reminds you of Apollo
- Apollo and Dionysus are opposed to each other
- You have the Apollonian versus the Dionysian
- The Dionysian overcomes the Apollonian and the weapons actually now hurt Orpheus
- This shows that you can be witty
 
Maenads Attack Orpheus
- Image of Maenads attacking Orpheus, Orpheus is dressed in some foreign clothes
- When Orpheus dies you have nature mourning for the loss
- Orpheus’ limbs are lying all over the land
- Orpheus’ head and the lyre is taken by Hebrus River and Orpheus’ head and lyre are taken down to the isle of Lesbos
- This is the home of Sappho, who is a love poet
- You eventually get Orpheus and Eurydice being joined back together in the Underworld
- The Maenads who rip apart Orpheus, themselves get changed into trees
 
Deification (raising to god status) of Julius Caesar
- There is a plague in Rome and the Romans need Apollo’s son Asclepius, god of medicine, to cure them
- Julius Caesar is defined as a god in Rome and when he dies he gets catastorized (becomes a star)
- It is said that Julius Caesar depended on his son Augustus, who is thought of as a god, and therefore Caesar is thought of as a god also
- Venus is the ancestor of the Juliiun kings and remembers all the insults to her by the Greeks such as Diomedes wounding her
- Jupiter has to tell Venus that there is nothing she can do to prevent the death of Julius Caesar, but reassures her that he will become a god and that he will be praised for his accomplishments
- Movement from chaos to order
- Julius Caesar will look down from the heavens and will see his son who is better than his father
- Even like Jove or Jupiter is better than Saturn
- How does Ovid incorporate Virgil and Greek myth into this story?
- For what accomplishments is Augustus praised? For conquering enormous amounts of land
- Prediction that when Augustus dies, he will get apotheosis, and ascend to heaven and hear our prayers
 
Epilogue
- The day will come where I die and if Julius Caesar has become a god, than the poet Ovid, will go above the stars even
- Ovid is listed as one of the greatest poets because of this

