Greek Civ 
Class 2 Notes
TA  Lucas Marincak
Part 1: 
· Kah-lee-speh-rah  good evening in Greek
· Punishment in Greek culture  killed then left to the bird to peck at them
· Snake is equivalent to the snake in the Garden of Eden
· Hellen: Mythical ancestor of all Greeks
· Herodotus: First historian
· Hellas: where the Greeks lived
· Hellene: Another name for a Greek
· Hesiod: Thoughts the Palaeolithic Age was Golden
· (delta) is for Dimini
· Delta is for the number ‘deka’ (words llike decade, decathlon)
· (triangle) Deka is 10
· Acrophonic number system
Pre-historic Hellas
· Palaeolithic (Hesiod’s Golden Age) palaeo is old , lithic is stone
· Mesolithic  (meso means middle)
· Neolithic (Hesiod’s Silver Age) (agriculture arrived, new comers) lithic means stone , neo means new 
· Chalcolithic  new Neolithic who brought copper. When stone tools were used, and copper was introduced.   (chalco means copper)
· Bronze Age 
Late Neolithic = Chalcolithic
· Chalkos = copper = metallurgy
· New technology = new people
· 2/5 criteria for civilization now achieved
· What criteria were missing??
5 Criteria for civilization??
Bronze Age
· Allow of copper (+tin or arsenic) = bronze
· Harder than copper
· Better tools, weapons, displays of wealth
· No tin/arsenic in Hellas=? 
· Tin came from modern what is now modern day Spain
[bookmark: _GoBack]Early Bronze Age: 3000-2000 BCE(came after the chalcolithic period)
· Mainland = Early Helladic (EH)
· Cyclades = Early Cycladic (EC)
· Crete = Early Minoan (EM)
Early Bronze Age (EBA) Commonalities
· Agriculture (they all practice this)
· Metallurgy (everywhere)
· Language: ‘Aegean’  Only words survived into ancient Greek = thalassa which mean sea, 
Early Helladic Settlements had:
· Larger, rectangular houses with multiple rooms in 
· Fortified town with larger populations
· Dominated by a monumental building
· (Early Helladic site Peloponnese) 
Lernaean Hydra & Herakles
· Picture on a vase of two people battling some kind of monster (looks like a snake with multiple heads)
· Herakles tried to cut its head off and a new head would come
· They would burn the head so it would not come back
Lerna: House of Tiles
· Known as a corridor house, because it has long narrow hallways
· Exterior bench (long bench made of stone on the side of the house)
· Store rooms (inside of the house)
· Sealing archive (Sealing: impressions that have been made by archives)
· Use?
· Sealing  clay pieces with impressions on them, pattern like designs
· House of tile use as a site for recording and processing and distribution
· It is questioned whether it was used as a house?
· “Tile” referred to the roof, roof made out of clay tile and flat pieces of stone
EH Clay Containers
· New shapes
· Hand made
· No decoration
· Compare to Late Neolithic
Side note  pottery tells archaeologists a story about history and change
Early Helladic Burial Customs
· Cist grave
· Multiple burial 
· Outside settlement
· Made out of stone, put in the body, then a few years later put another body. (More than one body could be buried inside)
Early Helladic 
· Fortified sites
· Monumental buildings
· Cist graves with multiple burials outside of town
· Plain pottery
Early Cycladic (EC)
· Fortified sites BUT
· NO monumental buildings
· 1st large town (Melos) 5000+ ppl
EC Marble “Fiddle Idol”
· Made of marble
· Looks like a fiddle
· You can tell that is a female idol
· You see her lady parts, her head
· But no arms…
· Or face
· Found in graves
· People who buried them felt that there must have been some kind of afterlife
EC Marble Figurines
· All female, head is not of great importances
· Found on page 24 of the textbook
· 1st life size sculpture
· Also thumb size
· Cist graves
· Stand on their tip toes
· Must be leaned against something to stand up
· Meant to be planted
· Easy to forged
· There are male figurines  mostly musicians figurines (p.31 of the textbook)
Neolithic steatopygous clay figurines ‘early Greece’
· Reproductive areas are exaggerated 
· 3D
EC Marble Containers 
· Made out of marble
· If it was made out of stone you must make a middle, must have hand powered stone drills
· Complex process
· Egypt
· Incised decoration
· Pyxis
· Container mostly used by women
EC Clay containers (p.30)
· Hand made
· Incised decoration
· Compare to EH
EC Zoomorphic Painted Container
· Animal shaped container
Early Cycladic ‘frying pan’
· Made of clay
· Incised decoration
· Never used to fry anything!
· Spiral motif
· Ships design on them (boats are really important to them)
· Mirror? Palette? Womb?
· Fertility symbol , pubic symbol on it, (woman’s womb)
Early Cycladic Burial Customs
· Multiple burials
· Outside settlement =
· Same as EH
Were Hellenes in the Early Cycladic Age civilized?
· Agriculture
· Towns of 5000+
· Monumental Buildings
· Metallurgy
· System of writing
EBA Crete = Early Minoan (EM) 
(It differed from EH and EC)
· Architecture
· Burial practices
· Pottery 
Early Minoan Architecture
· No:
· fortifications
· Large settlements
· Monumental buildings
· Houses were more than one story high
· Wooden beams
· Multi room houses
Early Minoan (EM) House Tombs: east and central Crete
· Made of clay and wood
· Multiple rooms
Early Minoan (EM) Tholos (round) Tomb: Southern Crete
· Made out of field stone
· Appear like an igloo
· Used over and over and over again
Early Minoan Metalwork
· Gold pendant:
· Filigree (wire that has been twisted)
· Granulation (stick the small ball of gold and stick on a surface)
Early Minoan Pottery
· Painted
· Incised
· Pyxis
Similarities in EBA Hellas
· Language
· Agriculture
· Metallurgy
· Clay containers made without use of the potter’s wheel
Differences in EBA Hellas
· Architecture
· Burial
· Decorations
Middle Bronze Age: 2000-1600 BCE
Arrival of the Indo-Europeans 
· Myth of centaurs
Centauromachy
· Centaurs vs.
· Lapiths (Thessaly)
· Battle of the centaurs with the Thessaly 
Indo-Europeans = changes
· Agriculture: new domestic animal (horse)
· Changes in language (early form of Greek)
· Religion (Sky-gods = Zeus, Hermias ) 
· Architecture: housing
· Burial customs
· Pottery (pottery wheel)
Middle Helladic (mainland) Apsidal-end housing
· Apse
· More than one room
· Mud brick for the walls
· End of the houses are rounded
MH Cist Grave (p.34)
· Individual burials
· Inside the settle walls
Potter’s Wheel Introduced (p.35)
· Make pottery faster
· Symmetrical
· Thinner 
Part 2:
E (epsilon) is for Eros, son of Aphrodite (Greek goddess of love)
· Eros – cupid
Middle Bronze Age Hellas
· Middle Helladic: regression
· Middle Cycladic: static
· Middle Minoan: progress
One of the great islands of the world in mid-sea, in the wine dark sea, is Crete: spacious, rich and populous with 90 cities and a mingling of tongues….and one among their 90 towns is Knossos. Here lived King Minos. 
Minos: Sons of Zeus & Europa
· Zeus can make himself into anything he wants**
Zeus turned himself into a bull because Europa loved animals especially bulls, he took her on a journey, Europa lands in Crete, gives birth to Minos
Minos gets married to a women  Pasiphae 
Minos forgets to do something with Pseidon, and Pseidon casts a spell making Minos into a bull. She goes into a cow (Minos) and she gets pregnant, gives birth to a Minotaur
Pasiphae & baby Minotaur
· Labyrinth (Daidalos)
· Annual sacrifice to the minotaur
Theseus of Athens (p.35)
· He killed the minotaur in the labyrinth 
· This ends the sacrifice
Sir Arthur Evans (1851-1941 CE)
· ‘Minoan’ (gave this name)
· Knossos 
Knossos = labyrinth of Daidalos?
· Evans thought he found the labyrinth that Daidalos built to hide the Minotaur
· 300 rooms
· Size of 2 football fields or bigger
Labyrinth = ‘labrys’? (p.49)
· ‘labrys’  = double axe
· Non-Greek word
Aghia Triada Sarcophagus
· Like a coffin
· Pictures 2 religious ceremonies
· Picture on (p.48-49)
· Religious theme
Knossos: Bulls
· Fresco 
· Rhyton
· Many things depicted bull
· Bulls were represented in many pieces of art
· They were not the only place doing bull-hopping
Knossos: ‘throne’ of Minos?
· In a painted room
· Pictures of gryphons on the walls
· Room connected with religion

Common Features
Mallia
· Complex plan
· Large central courtyard
· Storage
· Theatral areas
· Multi-storied (more than one level)
· NO defences
Storage cists and pithoi (Knossos)
· Cists:
· Store dry material
· Pithoi:
· Wine, honey was storred
· Material
· Giant jar
· These storage areas are connected what is being stored and religious activity
Theatral Area (Knossos)
· Wide series of steps
· No evidence that any dramatic production was going on
· Used as a market or meeting place
Multi-storey: Knossos (p.51)
· Big palace
· Throne room
Inverted columns & Horns of Consecration
· Many people watching something
· Horns? Representation of bulls (Evans thought everything had to do with Bulls because of the myth)
· Monumental stair cases
· Inverted columns
· Multi stories
Sophisticated Water Management
· Drains = so water from winter time would run slowly
· Bathtub, primitive flush toilets (the waste/shit would be flushed away with a bucket of water)
· Good sanitary customs

Centres of: 
· Economy: redistributive
· Administration
· Religion
· Government
· Industry
Administration = Writing
Prometheus or Daidalos?
· Prometheus giving writing to the Greeks as well as Daidalos
· Phaistos Disk:
· 1st printed document
· Both sides 
· 45 different symbols on this piece of clay
· Undeciphered
· Replica in Classics Museum
Linear A
· Clay tablets
· 1 side
· 90 symbols
· Undeciphered
· Read left to right
· Some kind of inventory system (because there are numbers)
· Use for record keeping
· Connected with religion
Minoan Religion
· Storage areas connect with areas for religion =
· Religion connected with agriculture
· Who is being worshipped?? 
Who was the deity?
· P.34 Snake Goddess
· P. 48 women worshiping a female (worship took place outside)
Peak Sanctuary
· Place outside in mountains to worship
· Three different kinds of alters
Who ruled Knossos?
· Either a midget or a woman because the throne is small!
Palaces: Industrial Centres
· Workshop that produces fancy pottery
· Ex: Kamares ware
· Harvester’s Vase
· Make objects out of stone
Stonewares
· Black stone : Steatite
· Rock crystal
Highly sophisticated goods are being manufactured in these centres**
· A lot of jewelry, containers, knives, objects made of ivory
Keftiu in Egypt
· P.46
· Copper ingot (25kg)
· Gold rhyton
Thalassocracy
· Minos is the earliest of all those know to us by tradition who acquired a navy. He made himself master of a very great part of what is now called the Hellenic Sea and became lord of the Cyclades Islands and first colonizer of most of them, driving out the Carians and establishing his own sons in them as governors. Piracy, too, he naturally tried to clear from the sea, as far as he could, desiring that his revenues should come to him more readily.
· Thucydides 1.4 (p.35)
· Thucydides 1.3
Knossoss to the sea
Akrotiri (Thera) housing
· Multi stories
· Made out of mud and brick
· Wooden door frames
· Houses decorated with frescoes
· P.33-34
Middle Bronze Age women
· Dress the same as the women in Crete
· Wore dresses that revealed their whole breasts
· The fashion was the same 
Akrotiri (Thera): Flottilla Fresco
· Water, boat, mountains behind, lots of vegetation, people, buildings
Middle Bronze Age Minoans: 1st Civilized Europeans
- agriculture
- towns of 5000 +
               - monumental buildings
               -metallurgy
             - system of writing



