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· Can we take important issues and not be bias and be completely objective?

· How rights have been violated?

· Whose rights have been violated?

· Who did the harming? 

· Why has this occurred?

· How have the violations of rights been rationalized or justified?

· What is a Human Rights violation? How do we act on it/resolve it (each to its own)

· In studying human rights we try to understand what occurred in the past in order to prevent 

· Dictatorship in Guatemala

· Initiated by the government of the US when they organized the over throw the democratically elected government in 1954 

· REMHI: Recovery of Historical Memory Project done by the official report of the human rights office of the archdiocese of Guatemala

· Bishop Juan Gerardi: Human Rights Office Archdiocese of Guatemala 

· Assassinated April 26th 1998 after giving a speech

· Study of History and How it Relates to Human Rights

· Howard Zinn primarily researched and wrote about United States history. Because of his political activities he was monitored by the FBI

· What is History by E.H. Carr published in 1961

· Understanding of history, which predominates. Presupposes that there are certain facts that are recognized by historians. Historians decide that certain facts are important and draw attention to those facts. They also interpret the way in which facts are meaningful… Why do we hear of some facts and not others? / Why do we hear of some Human Rights violations and not others?
· “There is no such thing as impartial history. All written history is partial in two senses. It is partial in that it is only a tiny part of what really happened. And it is partial in that it invariably takes sides, by what it includes or omits, what it emphasizes or de-emphasizes. It may do this openly or deceptively, consciously or subconsciously” Howard Zinn

· Why does the West pay attention to some human rights violations and not others? Hypothesis: economic benefit to the west e.g. Kuwait has oil versus Indonesia??

· E.g. how much of the holocaust would we have heard/known about if the Germans had won

· Wealth, power and influence can “shape” history 

· You might say history is futile because no existing interpretation is wholly objective. You must be able to revise history and objectively pick out the facts

· “History and the Culture Wars: The Case of the Simthsonian Institution’s Enola Gay Exhibition” Richard Kohn http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/2945111.pdf

· “The Enola Gay and Contested Public Memory” by Waldo Heinrichs in The Unpredictability of the Past D767 U58 2007 

· Death by Moonlight: Bomber Command
· Asked questions about deliberately targeting civilians. 

· Video Study Discussion:

· What claims do the participants in the events on their own history? What deference does history owe to participants in events?

· Is there truth in history? Can the popular mass media… fairly understand and represent history?

· Should parliament debate and can it comprehend history?

· How do different values and world views define human rights and human right violations?

· Earliest human dignity and fulfillment/ and or potential 

· You have to understand human nature before you can answer these questions 

· Human beings in the state of nature are engaged in perpetual war in.  “all about me and not concerned about others” If you help someone you, you do so because it is in your best interest.  What is the point of perusing selfish interest if you cant continue the pursuit 

· Marx – capitalism limits human’s ability to realize their potential 

· Alison Jaggar (quote from ppt) 

· Humans by their nature are aggressive competitive acquisitive and selfish by nature (Similar to Thomas Hobbs’ view) 
· Human being are kind, cooperative, and altruistic (this view is less commonly seen in todays society) 
· Deep down humans are in many resects have the capacity to act in a positive way but if they are mistreated they will not have the ability to act in a positive way.  Human beings often perform actions of love and bravery even though it put them in danger  

· Readinf # 4\
· Treaties – also know as conve
