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Measuring Crime and its Correlates: January 7th 2014

Defining Crime:
- “criminal behavior refers to the intentional behavior that violates a criminal 
   code; intentional in that it did not occur accidentally or without justification 
   or excuse” 
- must reflect cultural sensitivity 
- types of definitions:
   *Legal: prohibited by the state and punishable by law
   * Moral: violates norms of religion and morality and punishable by 
      supreme beings 
   * Social: violates norms and customs and punishable by the community
   * Psychological: rewarding to actor but harmful to others (antisocial) 
      example: bullying
Measuring Crime
- most common measures are aggregated crime (at the level of large areas consisting of populations of people)
- Prevalence Rates: # of offenders in a given area over a given time period/ (divided by) population of people in that area in that time period
example: 900 criminals/5ooo people equals a prevalence rate in that area, for that time period, of 0.18
- Incidence Rates: # of crime incidents in an area during a given time period/the number of offenders in that area in that time period
example: 300 offences/60 offenders equals an incidence in that area, for that time period, of 5
- Per capita crime rates: prevalence rate multiplied by incidence rate in a given area during a given time period
example: 3000 burglars per 100,000 (prevalence rate) committing 2 crimes per year (incidence rate) = 6000 per 100,000
Ways of Measuring Crime
- Official Statistics: primarily crimes recorded by police (example: FBI’s uniform crime reports) 
advantage: most accessible form of crime stats 
problems: crimes must be known and recorded (results in a “dark figure” of  
                crime; undetected/unrecorded crime)
               -under recording by the police (claim may be false, offender is a 
                child, participant may be to blame 
                - the hierarchy issue (only the most serious crime counts; person 
                  robes a bank, steals a car, wrecks the shop and kills the shop 
                  owner; only murder is counted in official write-up
                - the “winnowing effect” (reduction in numbers as we travel 
                  through the criminal justice system
- Victim Surveys: interviews with community samples/mail surveys. People are asked about their experience of being victims of crime. This deals with the dark figure of crime 
why report: obligation to report to police 
                 - personal advantages (your bike will be more likely found if you 
                   report it missing)
                 - retribution (you want the offender to pay for their crime)
problem: people still underreporting ( domestic assaults, minor theft; stolen 
              bus pass, rape)
- Self Reports: individuals record their involvement in crime by means of anonymous questionnaires or interviews. Reduces dark figure of crime. 
problems: respondents often do not understand  the items 
               - answering items in socially desirable ways (under reporting 
                 involvement in crime)
               - over reporting of crimes (to look “cool”)
               - tends to identify the less serious offenders (drinking underage as 
                 opposed to murder)
Why Bother Measuring Crime?
- social policy issues (identify “problem areas” in a city)
- evaluation of criminal justice system (knowing who’s committing the 
  crimes)
- construction of theories (why are certain crimes being committed in certain 
  areas?)
Measuring Crime Correlates
- we are interested in understanding what causes crime (examples: age, gender, race, personality, socio-economic status)
- correlations can range from -1.00 to +1.00 (closer to 1 the stronger the relationship)
Problems With Correlations
- the ecological fallacy: assumption that correlations calculated using aggregates implies knowledge of correlates of individual behavior (example: socio-economic class and voting behavior)
- assuming correlation implies causation: because the 2 things are correlated does not mean that one CAUSED the other 
- reliability of correlations: single estimates are unreliable and therefore before we can be sure of anything there must be multiple measures of the relationship (multiple surveys)
Solution?
- use meta-analytic techniques to examine effect sizes at the individual level
- meta- analysis: looks at how good the study was, how many participants; spits out an “effect size”. The bigger the effect size, the better.
Determinants of Crime
1st and 2nd order correlates of criminal conduct
- Central 8 and the Big 4 (first order)
- Minor Risk Factors (second order)
Central 8 Risk Factors
- history of antisocial behavior
- antisocial behavior
- antisocial cognition
- antisocial associates
- family and/or marital 
- school and or/work
- leisure and/or recreation
- substance abuse
(the ones in bold are the “central 4”)
Minor Risk Factors (examples)
- personal and/or emotional distress
- major mental disorder
- physical health issues
- fear of official punishment
- low IQ
- social class or origin
- seriousness of current offence 
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Biological and Sociological Theories of Crime- January 14th 2014

What Makes a Good Theory?
- falsifiable 
- empirically based
- makes causative statements (this causes this)
- respect for gender, ethnicity and culture 
Biological Theories of Crime
- Lombroso’s Born Criminal
- Sheldon’s Somatotypes
- Jacob et al’s Chromosomal Theory
- Twin Studies
Lombroso’s Born Criminal
- Italian physician 
- wrote the book Criminal Man (1876)
- suggested that some people are born to be anti-social 
- criminals represented a “different species” from humans 
- they have not yet evolved into home sapiens they were homo delinquens
- concluded that criminals had flattened noses, larger ears and fat lips (this 
  was found by collecting physical measurements from Italian prisoners)
- people were “born bad”
- believed that both men and women could be criminals 
Taxonomy of Criminal’s (5 types)
1- professional: commit crimes to make money
2- juridical: impulsive; if a situation is presented they will act on it
3- passion: crime as a result of intense love
4- criminaloids: crime due to bad examples (bad gang)
5- born criminal: crime as a predisposition (born to be a criminal)
Sheldon’s Somatotypes
- there is a link between physical characteristics and personality
- people can be grouped based on body types:
1- endomorph: soft, larger person, fat
2- mesomorph: muscular, strong, hard body type
3- ectomorph: thin, fragile
- found a correlation between somatotype and personality (temperament)
1- endomorph: viscerotonia (sociable)
- love food, affection and people; get along with everyone and love attention 
2- mesomorph: somatotonia (adventurous)
- love adventure, physical activity, risk takers, indifferent to pain and 
  aggressive in relationships 
3- ectomorph: cererotonia (restrained)
- restrained, reserved, self-conscious, afraid of people 
- Sheldon started examining delinquency and physique 
- predicted that mesomorphs would be related to delinquency because of 
  their muscularity and need for adventure
Jacob et Al’s Chromosomal Theory
- chromosomes are structures that carry our genes
- human normally have 46 (44 that determine what the body looks like and 
  2 that determine sex)
- he proposed that violent crime results from a genetic abnormality (the XYY  
  “Supermale”) males with 47 chromosomes 
- the extra Y chromosome makes individuals more masculine (and more 
  aggressive)
- there is evidence that XYY males exhibit impulsivity, low tolerance for 
  frustration and low tolerance for anxiety 
Twin Studies
- role that genetics plays in crime has been examined through twin studies 
- if one identical twin is engaging in crime, the other should as well
- if that does not happen then we can conclude that genetics do not play a 
  very important role 
- heredity does play a role in non-violent crime (primarily) but so does the 
  environment (studied from adoption studies)
Sociological Theories of Crime
- Merton’s Strain Theory
- Cohen’s Subculture Theory
- Becker’s Labeling Theory 
Merton’s Strain Theory
- argues that society holds out the same goals (money) to all its members 
  without giving them equal means (education) to achieve them
- what society wants and what our society permits is what causes crime 
  (everyone wants money but not everyone can get it legally) 
- some people that realize that they cannot have everything will accept that, 
  others turn to illegal ways (crime)
- 5 ways to adapt to strain:
1- conformist: accepts the means and accepts the means (want everything 
    and will do whatever it takes to get there; work really hard to get what 
    they want, legally)
2- innovator: rejects means and accepts the goals (wants everything but will 
    not work hard to get there; drug dealing to make money; makes a lot of 
    money with no effort, illegal
3- ritualist: accepts the means and rejects the goals (go to work but not to 
    get anywhere; don’t want big houses or cars, but they work. They are not 
    goal motivated 
4- retreatists: rejects the means and rejects the goals (give up on life, do 
    not care about what is going on; resort to drugs and alcohol usually)
5- rebel: create new means and new goals (rejects means and goals but 
    strive hard to create their own means and goals; hippies; want to change 
    everything 
- most criminals would land in the innovator category 
Cohen’s Subculture Theory
- subculture is a subdivision within the dominant culture that has its own 
  norms, values and belief system 
- emerge when individuals in similar circumstances find themselves isolated 
  by mainstream society 
- these people group together for support 
- Cohen focused on delinquent boys
- delinquents formed from the lower class status people 
- provides sense of belonging and allows delinquents to achieve status within 
  a group 
- feel that they cannot live up to the higher status groups (richer people)
- status frustration
- results in reaction formation and they will group with others who are 
  frustrated 
Becker’s Labeling Theory
- views criminals not as people who engage in wrong acts but as people who have criminal status placed on them by the criminal justice system or society 
- focuses on the reaction of other people and the reactions that create 
  deviance
- believes that people are “made criminal”
- if a person commits a violent act they are segregated from society and 
  labeled
- self-fulfilling prophecy: if you are  labeled a thief, you may as well start to 
  steal to live up to your label

**Movie**
- 12 year old Kip Kipland involved in a school shooting
- also killed his mother and father 
- he was diagnosed with dyslexia when he was young and became frustrated 
  that he could not do everything that the other children could do
- he started to build explosives
- he asked for a gun and a knife
- eventually his parents bought him both 
- diagnosed with major depression and started taking Prozac
- caught bringing a gun to school and he was charged with possession of a   
  fire arm 
- one day while at home with his dad he shot him in the back of the head 
  and then proceeded to kill his mother 
- he then took his gun and his knife and headed off to school
- 
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Psychological Theories of Crime- January 21st 2014

Psychodynamic Theories
- crime is the result od dynamic internal forces within the individual and the result of early childhood experiences 
Freud’s Id, Ego and Superego
- Id: pleasure principle, obtain immediate pleasure; want it, take it (devil)
- Ego: reality principle, satisfy demands of the id while satisfying demands of 
  the superego
- Superego: internalization of rule and restrictions of society; conscience and 
  morals; right and wrong; socially accepted standards (angel)
Crime and Superego Development
- according to psychodynamic theorists, criminals develop because of the 
  superego
    *harsh superego: also called a “neurotic criminal”; leads to pathological 
      levels of unconscious guilt (usually over unresolved infantile desires); 
      criminal behavior is meant to punish them in an attempt to resolve the 
      guilt
    * weak superego: superego fails to regulate the primitive and instinctual 
       needs of the id; does not feel guilt or remorse (psychopath); impulsive, 
       guiltless, un-empathetic 
    *deviant superego: superego has developed but standards are not 
      correct; standards reflect deviant identification; if parents are criminals 
      that would be the standards that you have been taught are right 
Theory of Maternal Deprivation (John Bowlby)
- criminal behavior is a consequence of early separation from caregivers (6 
  months-3 years)
- separation prevents effective social development from taking place
- without effective social development, the individual experiences long term 
  problems in positive social relationships 
- separation from the mother
- the individual develops antisocial behavior pattern (poor school 
  performance, fearful, attention deficit)
Glueck and Glueck 
- theory of crime based on empirical data collected from cross-sectional and 
  longitudinal studies 
- “unraveling juvenile delinquency”
- primary cause of delinquency was parenting factors
- a properly hygienic superego (conscious) must have been set in by the 
  parental ideals, attitudes, temperaments and behavior
Hirschi’s Social Control Theory
-“why do more people not commit crime?”
- tries to explain what controls peoples’ behavior and why people choose to 
  conform to social norms
- 4 social bonds that promote conformity: 
       * attachment : interest in the other person 
       * commitment: amount of time put into the relationship
       * involvement : involvement in activities (recreation)
       * belief: respect for societal value system (laws, law enforcers)
Gottfredson and Hirshi’s General Theory of Crime
- theory to explain all crime and all deviant behavior (alcohol, drug use and 
  tobacco use)
- lack of self-control (plus criminal opportunities) explains crime 
- stable over a lifetime 
- level of self control is stable over a lifetime and relates to the quality of 
  parenting (monitoring child’s behavior, recognition of deviant behavior and 
  appropriate discipline)
- this leads to: ability to delay gratification, sensitivity to others and makes 
  you more willing to place restraints on activities 
- tautological problems: circular thinking 
Learning Theories
- theories based on principles of conditioning 
- criminal behavior is learned and maintained  by its consequences 
Behavioral Conditioning
Ivan Pavlov
- classical conditioning: learning from conditioned stimuli (dog’s salivating)
- occurs when an UCS (food) which causes an UCR (salivation) is repeatedly 
  paired with a NS (bell)
- eventually the NS becomes a CS and it will result in a CR (salivation)
- related to crime:
       * jimmy is harassed (UCS) at school
       * jimmy feels bad (UCR) when harassed
       * jimmy associates school (CS) with harassment 
       * jimmy begins to feel bad (CR) when he thinks of school
       * jimmy stops going to school
       * jimmy becomes a delinquent 
- how do you stop crime? Break the link between the CS and the CR 
  (extinction)
B.F Skinner
- operant conditioning: learning through rewards and punishments 
- consequences that follow responses influence whether the response is 
  likely or unlikely to occur 
- positive reinforcement: giving the child money when the report card is 
  good
- negative reinforcement: taking away a chore that the child usually has to 
  do if the report card is good
- positive punishment: ground the child for a bad report card 
- negative punishment: taking away the Xbox for a bad report card 
- related to crime:
        * jimmy is hanging out with his friends at the local 7-11
        * jimmy’s friends urge him to steal a chocolate bar, which he does 
        * jimmy leaves the store without getting caught and his friends tell him 
           how cool he is 
        * after a week’s worth of stealing jimmy gets elected leader of his 
           gang 
- how do you stop crime? Add or subtract a positive or negative stimuli
       * token economy; when the criminal does something good in a juvenile 
         detention center they are given a “gold star” once enough stars are 
         acquired they can get privileges  (positive reinforcement)
       * giving a prison sentence (punishment)
       * taking away privileges in prison; phone privileges (withholding)
       * removing parole conditions (negative reinforcement) 
Eysenck’s Bio-Social Theory 
- most well known theory based on learning principles (classical 
  conditioning)
- there are individual differences on nervous system functioning; this affects 
  the degree to which people learn from environmental stimuli (parental 
  discipline)
- also believed that nervous system functioning shapes personality and 
  behavior (extraverts and neurotics commit crime)
- criminals are deficient 
- the conscience is really a set of classically- conditioned emotional 
  responses (the bad feeling in the pit of your stomach) the greater the 
  conscience the less likely a person is to commit crime 
Social Learning Theories
- learning theories that give insufficient attention to internal mental processes (hearing and seeing leads to remembering and reasoning) and rarely speak to the role of social context in learning (vicarious conditioning) 
Sutherland’s Differential Association Theory
- people learn to commit deviant acts through interpersonal interactions with   
  their social environment (who we associate with, how long we associate 
  with them, how frequently we associate with them and how early in life 
  these interactions occur)
- in our associations with others we learn values that are favorable and 
  unfavorable to law violation 
- the messages are more important than the associates 
Aker’s Social Learning Theory 
- a general theory of crime
- focuses on classical, operant and vicarious conditioning (parents, peers, 
  media) but the major focus is on learning in group interactions 
- criminal behavior depends on past and present rewards and punishment 
  attached to anti-social behavior and alternate forms of pro-social behavior 
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Risk Assessment- January 28th 2014 

PIC-R 
- Andrew’s and Bonta 
- personal, interpersonal and reinforcement theory of crime 
- criminal behavior is under the control of:
          * antecedent events (proceed the behavior)
          * consequent events (follow the behavior)
- these events signal the rewards and costs 
- rewards and costs come from 4 sources:
          1- personal (the individual)
          2- interpersonal (other people)
          3- situational (act itself and contextual aspects)
          4- community
- impact of rewards and costs depends on personal and bio-social factors as 
  well as background density of rewards and costs
Risk Factors
- individual or environmental variables associated with greater likelihood of 
  involvement in criminality  
- protective Factors: variables that enhance the resilience of those exposed 
  to high levels of risk and protect them from undesirable outcomes 
- static factors: fixed or determined beforehand by prior events 
- dynamic factors: reflect internal states or temporary circumstances that 
  fluctuate over time (relatively stable or acute)
      * criminogenic needs: dynamic factors that will reduce chances of crime 
         if reduced (external)
      * non-criminogenic needs: changeable, but not related to criminal 
         behavior (internal)
Central 8
history of antisocial behavior
- early involvement in a number and variety of antisocial activities 
- increases self-efficacy beliefs about crime 
- offence severity/victim injury NOT important   
antisocial personality pattern 
- begins with childhood temperament
- impacts how individuals react to their environment- impulsive, low self-
  control, adventurous, pleasure-seeking and aggressive 
- 5 factor model: low agreeableness (hostile, jealous, self-centered), low 
  conscientiousness (weak planning)
antisocial attitudes
- attitudes, values, beliefs and a personal identity supportive of crime 
- moral justification, diffusion of responsibility, distorting consequences
- general view of law and law enforcement (tolerance for law-breaking)
antisocial associates
- association with pro-criminal others and isolation from anti-criminal others 
- represent: models for behavior; social support for the behavior   
family/marital problems
- family of origin is the main source of: self control skills, attitudes, values, 
  beliefs, approved associates 
- marriage: greatly impacts patterns of behavior and available associates 
  and it is a reinforcement and punishment of behavior 
- quality of interpersonal relationships and behavioral expectations and rules 
  regarding antisocial behavior 
School/Work Problems 
- important sources of rewards and costs 
- emphasis on the quality of interpersonal relationships within both settings 
- risk factor: low level of performance and low levels of rewards or 
  satisfactions  
leisure/recreation
- low levels of involvement and satisfactions in anti-criminal leisure and 
  pursuits 
substance abuse 
- current or past problems with alcohol and/or drug abuse
Practical Utility Based on Theory and Empirical Evidence 
Risk Assessment 
- affects community safety, prevention, treatment, ethics and justice 
- guides police officers, judges, prison officials and parole boards 
- occurs at every level of the criminal justice system 
- estimating the probability of a future event based on secondary, indicator 
  variables 
- not an exact science 
Predictive Accuracy
- major concern: predictive validity: the degree of success of any approach 
  in foretelling the likelihood of involvement in further offending 
- statistical significance: outcome that occurs beyond chance level (affected 
  by sample size and alpha level selected 
- effect size: standardized measure of the magnitude of a given effect  
  (beyond significance)


PREDICTON

high risk 
low risk
	Violent 
	Not violent 

	True positive 
	False positive 

	False negative 
	True negative 


                                             OUTCOME

Selection ratio: the cut-off or cut-point for determining high and low risk cases
   - the choice of the selection ratio influences the type of decision error that 
     is likely committed:
        * lower cut-off yields higher false positive rate
        * higher cut-off yields higher false negative rate
Receiver Operating Characteristics Curve (ROC): allows us to calculate the area under the curve (AUC)
- P (hit) on the y-axis and p (false alarm) on the x-axis)
- connects points to create a curve 
- measure the area under the curve (AUC) to get an overall measure of 
  predictive accuracy 
- AUC ranges from 0.50 (indicating chance accuracy) to 1.00 (indicating 
  perfect accuracy)
ROC interpretation
- compares hit rates to false alarms 
- the probability that a randomly selected recidivist will have a higher risk 
  score than a randomly selected non-recidivist 
Progression of Risk Assessment 
First Generation of Risk Assessment 
Unstructured Professional Judgment (type)
- what studies show that you have 
Unstructured Clinical Judgment 
- mental health professional predicted chance of re-offence from interview 
  and clinical impressions 
- based on a practitioners’ clinical experience 
- very flexible and specific 
- disadvantages: inconsistent and inaccurate 
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Risk Assessment- February 4th 2014

2nd Generation of Risk Assessment: Actuarial
- systematic measurement of a set of factors derived from a research data 
  base
- statistically analyze relationship between factors and outcome (weight 
  accordingly)
- derive formulas tat provide risk scores based on the empirical relationships 
  between (static) risk variables and the criterion variable (example: 
  violence)
- provides risk estimates (absolute recidivism rates)
- advantages: consistent, high accuracy and easy to use
- disadvantages: items are static and unchangeable, no theoretical base
Violent Risk Appraisal Guide
-VRAG
- consists of 12 weighted static risk factors
- sum score and place offender within 1-9 risk bins
- predicts violent recidivism 
3rd Generation of Risk Assessment- Risk/Need Scales 
- to focus solely on static risk factors limits the utility of risk assessment 
- 3rd generation may include static risk factors, but they also measure 
  offender needs 
- theoretically informed dynamic risk factors (as the factor changes we can 
  expect similar changes in recidivism)
Level of Service Inventory-Revised 
- LSI-R
- designed to assess the key components of the PIC-R theory
- best known risk scale that combines static and dynamic risk factors
- general recidivism among adult offenders (provides relative risk estimate 
  and absolute recidivism rates) 
- 54 items and 10 subcomponents
- reflects the central 8 risk/need factors 
4th Generation Risk Assessment 
- emphasize the link between assessment and case management 
- role of personal strengths in building pro-social orientation and a larger 
  focus on responsivity in order to maximize treatment gains 
Levels of Service: Case Management Inventory
- re-organized items to more closely reflect the central 8 risk/need factors 
- identifies personal variables that must be considered (psychopathy, sexual 
  deviants)
 - special responsivity considerations (motivation for change)
- case management plan section (track offender in progress)
Structured Professional Judgment 
- most commonly used
- examines pre-specified risk factors while adding case specific details
- final judgment of risk is made with clinical judgment 
- no rules provided for how the scores should be assigned 
HCR-20
- historical, clinical, risk management scale 
- developed to assess risk for violence in civil psychiatric, forensic and 
  criminal justice populations 
- maximum score in 40+1 of 3 risk levels 
Risk Assessment and Treatment 
History of Treatment 
Meta-analysis: the statistical aggregation of the results derived from many independent studies in order to integrate the findings 
Effect size: reflects the degree to which a comparison and treatment group differ on a particular measure (recidivism) primary unit of analysis 
Punishment
- get tough strategies do not work
- politicians think that getting tough on crime is what the public wants
- rehabilitation is seen as soft and ineffective 
- eye for an eye mentality 
Principles of  Effective Correlational Intervention
- the RNR model of correctional assessment and treatment:
        *risk principle
        * need principle
        * responsivity principle
Risk Principle
- consists of 2 components:
     * risk of re-offending can be predicted
     * higher risk offenders should be provided with more intense 
        interventions 
- recidivism rates will actually increase if we target low risk offenders 
Need Principle
- criminogenic needs (substance abuse, reducing anti-social peer 
  associations, promoting familial interaction, changing anti-social attitudes 
  and feelings) must be targeted in order to reduce recidivism
- these needs represent dynamic risk factors that, when changed, will effect 
  the likelihood of re-offending 
- non-criminogenic needs (increasing self-esteem, focusing on emotional 
  problems, physical training programs) are also dynamic and changeable 
  but are unrelated (or weakly associated) with recidivism 
Responsivity Principle
- for correlational facilities to be effective they must be delivered in a style 
  and mode consistent with the ability and learning style of the offender (if 
  they cannot read and/or write, do not give them things to read and write)
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Aboriginal Offenders- February 25th 2014

Aboriginal Offenders
- First Nations (74%)
     * tend to have previous involvement in the criminal justice system
     * lots of unemployment 
     * lots of youth and adults involved in crime 
     * most violent 
     * treatment: target personal/emotional problems, drug abuse and social    
         interactions 
- Métis (25%)
     * extensive involvement in criminal justice system
     * range of crimes committed (not all violent) breaking and entering 
     * younger 
     * history of unemployment 
     * lots of drug and property offences 
     * target personal/emotional problems, social interactions, 
         unemployment and drug abuse 
- Inuit (1%)
     * highest need fro treatment 
     * most common offence: sex offences
     * very low education
     * highest chance of reoffending 
     * target personal/emotional, social, drug abuse and family/marital issues
Country food
- very important to the Inuit culture
- helps them to feel connected to the environment 
- cultural and spiritual 
- seal, wild char etc. provided at least once a month 
** 33% of offenders in the criminal justice system were aboriginal women**
Aboriginal Overrepresentation in the Criminal Justice System (CJS)
- 10x higher rate of incarceration related to the general population 
- Aboriginals make up 4% of the Canadian population 
- 23~% of the incarcerated population; 12% of offenders serving time in the 
  community 
Reasons for Overrepresentation (we can change these, they are happening now)
1- higher aboriginal offending rates
2- type of offences committed
3- Criminal justice impact on Aboriginal offenders
4- differential CJS processing as a result of racial discrimination 
1- Aboriginal Offending Rates
- higher overall offending rates
- higher levels of reoffending 
- higher rates of violent crime
2- Aboriginal Offences 
- more likely to commit schedule 1 offences (sex acts. violent, homicides) 
  than schedule 2 (drug, property offences)
3- Differential Impact of CJS Policies 
- primary issue relates to fine defaults (get a fine which they cannot pay and 
  they end up being incarcerated because of it)
- most aboriginals come from a lower economical status 
- most economically marginalized aboriginals are in the Prairie provinces 
4- Racial Discrimination 
- sentences for aboriginals are shorter than non-aboriginal offenders
- male and female and across all crime types
- given higher risk ratings 
- aboriginals are less likely to apply for parole 
- signs of systematic discrimination: 
      * over-policing
      * access to lawyers
      * length of time in pre-trial holding
      * etc. 
Root Causes of Overrepresentation (we cannot change these; happened in the past)
- culture clash: differences between western and aboriginal views of justice 
- colonialism: an attempt to wipe out the aboriginal culture (residential 
  schools)
- 85% of offenders have spent time in foster care
Recidivism
- aboriginals recidivate at a higher rate than non-aboriginal offenders 
- aboriginals experience more family violence in childhood
- more family drug/alcohol problems in childhood
- poorer economic conditions in childhood 
- more family members involved in crime
Adult Risk Factors
- part of the central eight
- history of antisocial behavior, antisocial peers/ associates, family/ marital 
  problems and substance abuse (89% have alcohol abuse problems)
2 Views of Risk Assessment 
- current risk assessment tools (validated on non-aboriginals) are equally 
  applicable to aboriginal offenders
- current risk assessment tools should not be used with aboriginal offenders 
  because they have not been validated for this use 
Offender Needs
- aboriginals are rated for being higher need overall
- aboriginal specific treatment needs to be offered (traditional spiritual practices, sweat lodge ceremonies, substance abuse programs)
Aboriginal Healing Lodges
- offer services and programs that incorporates aboriginal traditions and 
  beliefs 
- offender needs are addressed through aboriginal teachings and ceremonies
- currently 8 in Canada (7 for males and 1 for females)
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- serving time here was not as effective as serving time in an institution 

Juvenile Offending 

Three Groups in the Court System
- child and family services act: 0-12 years
- youth criminal justice act: 12-18 years
- Canadian criminal code: 18+ years 
Why are Youth Treated Differently Than Adults 
- what developmental psychologist say:
    * David Elkind: imaginary audience, personal fable (nothing bad will ever 
       happen to me) and egocentrism vs. perspective taking 
    * Erik Erikson: 8 stages (trust vs. mistrust, identity vs. role confusion 
       (12-18 years), initiative vs. guilt etc..) 
    * Lawrence Kohlberg: moral reasoning 
               pre-conventional morality: orientation towards punishment and 
                  obedience (4-10 years) “it’s wrong”
               conventional morality: maintaining mutual relations, approval of 
                   others and the “golden rule” (social concern and conscience) 
                   (10-13 years; some adults) “if he steals the drug it’s not fair, 
                   not everyone can have it” 
               post-conventional morality: morality of contract, of individual 
                  rights and of democratically accepted law; morality of universal 
                  ethical principles
History of Juvenile Justice
Before 1908
- children were treated as “little adults” 
1908
- the Juvenile Delinquents Act was created (7-16 year olds)
- realization of the welfare and the rights of the child
- children were separated from adults 
- 14+ year olds accused of serious offenses could be transferred to adult 
  courts
- names were not published 
1982
- Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
1984
- Young Offenders Act (12-18 year olds)
- introduction of diversion (must plead guilty)
2003
- Youth Criminal Justice Act 
- prevent youth crime
- provide meaningful consequences 
- encourage responsibility 
- improve rehabilitation and reintegration of youth into the community 
- youth are no longer transferred to adult court (but those 14+ can be given 
  an adult sentence 
- sentences should not be more severe than adult sentences and must be 
  consistent 
2 Groups of Youth Offenders
child onset, life course persistent
- only 3-5% of the general population 
- more likely to commit crimes at a younger age and continue into adult 
  years
- as babies, they are difficult to soothe and are aggressive 
adolescent onset, adolescent limited
- 70% of the general population 
- commit crimes at a younger age and stop once they hit adolescence
Theories and Research 
Biological Theories
- many biological and genetic differences exist between offenders and non-
  offenders 
- children who have an antisocial biological father are more likely to engage 
  in antisocial behavior 
- antisocial youth have a slower heart rate
- antisocial youth may have less frontal lobe inhibition (impulsivity is 
  increased)
Social Theories 
- Bandura’s social learning theory suggests that children learn antisocial 
  behavior from observing others, especially when the behavior is positively 
  reinforced 
- role of violence in the media 
Cognitive Theories 
- cognitive deficits and distortions occurring in social interactions may 
  explain antisocial behavior 
- limited problem solving produces  fewer solutions to problems and children 
  are more likely to be aggressive 
Risk Factors
- variables that, if present, increase the likelihood that a teen will offend 
- they usually have to be present in combination to represent a problem 
- risk factors come from: family, school, peers, community and individual 
- protective factors also exist 
       * individual: prenatal and delivery complications, substance abuse 
       * family: low supervision, drug/alcohol abuse, income 
       * school: low commitment to school, poor performance 
       * peers: delinquent peers, gangs
       * community: access to weapons, low socio-economic neighborhood
Protective Factors
- exposure to protective factors: resiliency
- supportive parents, supervision, intelligence, job, motivation for school, 
  associating with pro-social peers 
Intervention
- can occur at 3 levels:
       * primary intervention: implemented prior to any violence occurring, 
          with the goal of decreasing the likelihood that violence will occur later 
          on
       * secondary intervention: attempt to reduce the frequency/ severity of 
          violence 
       * tertiary intervention: attempt to prevent violence from re-occurring 
Multisystemic Therapy
- examine child across different contexts in which they live (family, peers, 
  school, community)
- target is family communication, parent management, cognitive behavioral 
  issues 
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