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“A Perfect Gentle Knight”

-deals with the positives and negatives of a family creating a fantasy world as a collective refuge from certain aspects of reality
-this fantasy has gone on for three years at the beginning of the text
-very similar to Bridge to Terabithia, children create a fantasy world
-not only a fantasy aspect, also about the transition  from child to teen to young adult and the issues surrounding that
-it situates children in a family with no mother and an absent presence if a father, in which older children have had to fill those parental roles themselves

-contains epigraphs

Literary Terms:
In Medias Res- simply the technique of starting a story in the middle of something. APGK begins with someone speaking.

Setting:
-Vancouver, BC
-mentions monkey puzzle trees, grow in Vancouver
-

Historical novel
-set in 1957
-mentions the Second Narrows Bridge disaster and how all of Vancouver was talking about it (happened in 1958)
-the challenge of historical novels is to include period details but in a natural way
-Pearson does that (ink well, pg. 2, etc.)
-does it in a way that doesn’t make it a burden

-the Bells have 6 children and a single father
-mother died in a car accident 3 years prior and father blames himself
-father is a university Shakespeare prof, and is withdrawn from his family responsibilites
-the mother’s death still haunts Corrie
-there is a succession of housekeepers who do not last long, the current being the Elephant (Mrs. Oliphant
-she’s a miserable slattern but they don’t tell their father because she gives them lots of freedom

-the children have created a fanstay to cope with the loss of their mother
-they believe they are in Camelot with a round table and sieges
-Sebeastian is Lancelot and is the boss
-they imagine their father is King Arthur, who delegated day to day head of household duties to Lancelot
-Sebastian is only 14 when the story starts

Change
-“Things can’t always stay the same”
-Roz is aware that she wants to move on and it had outlived its usefulness
Arthurian Myth
-Camelot disintegrated partly because of the love betwwen Lancelot and Guinevere
-that’s  true of this story, Seb falling in love with Jennifer, as Guinevere
-Sebastian ends up being the one who gets upset
-he withdraws and eventually has a nervous breakdown, which ends the round table
-King Arthur is belived to have gone on an adventure, but when he will come back when England needs him
-this is similar to Fa
-in Arthurian myth, Arthur accidently sleeps with his sister and this incesust conceived illegitamite son, Mordred, and Lancelot clashes with him
-the bully, Terry, is Seb’s nemesis
-Morgan le Fay was Arthur’s half-sister, but is Arthur’s enemy
-in Seb’s view, Aunt Madge is Morgan and he has spitefully rejected ger, regardless of how nice and well-meaning she is
-Lancelot kills Sir Gareth
-Corrie wants to be Sir Gareth and after Seb’s breakdown she feels that in theory he has in a way killed Sir Gareth (218)

Protagonist
-is really Corrie
-she ends up filling the void left by her older siblings as surrogate parents
-Seb’s new love has become his new focus
-Roz’s focus shifts from family to her friends and a regular teenage social life, wants to fit in with her peers
-baton practice trumps Roz’s attendance at the ceremony by which Corrie endures her trial and becomes a knight
-eventually Roz quits knighthood altogether (130)
-by ¾ way through the book Corrie is basically head of the household
-Sebastian becomes more withdrawn and fully believes from the fantasy
-he believes that school and reality isn’t real
-he legitimately believes that he is the reincarnation of Lancelot and Jennifer is the reincarnation of Guinevere
-Corrie is genuinely concerned by this

-there are positives to the fanstay world
-they have the knight’s code which epects a high mkral standard
-it kept them together as a family
-Corrie is able to draw on her knightly persona for strength when Meredith is stuck up a tree 
-also uses this strength when it comes time to find her brother as he disappears

-the downside of the fantasy is the nervous breakdown that Seb goes through when his love affair with Jennifer ends and she hooks up with Terry
-this does serve as a catalyst to draw the family away from fantasy and the father comes back into the family fully

-Corrie tries to hold the family together while feeling a pull towards a more normal life in the form of her friend Meredith and her perfect/stereotypical parents
-she begins to develop as her own person and move away from the protective shell of her brother
-she eventually gets a bit of a taste of popularity and being a regular

-the Arthurian fantasy was useful in bonding the Bell children together but it eventually became too important 
-it was also too exclusive
-like Peter Pan, the other children can tell the difference between fantasy and reality, except Seb

-the plot covers bullying of someone who is different as well as a child rejecting someone he sees as usurping his dead mother’s role
-Corrie is still a child but her father doesn’t treat her like one, she wants to still be treated like a child
-later in the book she gets some of that childhood back

-important line in the book (re. movies) “what’s real and what isn’t” followed by the Robin Hood incident “Meredith’s words had fuzzed the line between what was real and what was pretending”

-Seb’s fantasy cracks when Jennifer reject the idea of being Guinevere
-when Lancelot and Guinevere fell out, Lancelot went crazy, Seb’s breakdown is similar to this
-after this crisis, the family begins to deal with their grief properly
-Fa teaches them that even knights have to cry
-not being a knight anymore is not worth crying about and the round table paraphernalia was put away
-father becomes more domestic and home conscious
-Seb is also growing a new self and has to find himself

-the family is finally able to deal properly with the reason for it all: the death of the mother
-they talk freely about her
-Fa buys a car
-Seb phones Aunt Madge and apologises after a heart to heart with Corrie
-they have an exhibition of the mother’s paintings
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