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Peter Pan

-Scottish author
-more famous in his own day as a playwright
-Peter pan was a play before it was a book
-was very popular during his lifetime
-born in 1860 to a weaver and the daughter of a stonemason
-ninth son, and fifth son to actually survive infancy
-when he was 6, his brother David died at 13 (was the mother’s favorite son)
-possibly was the little boy who never grew up
-his mother was obsessed with the memory of David
-Barry himself was 5’3, very slightly built
-as a child, his favorite book was the Coral Island, (several boys get shipwrecked on an island and tangle with pirates)
-also influenced by Treasure Island
-started off life as a journalist, moved to London
-1894, married an actress, no children, later divorced
-they had a series of dogs, they had large breeds (st. bernards, etc)
-1896-97, published two books with youthful protagonist who was known as the boy who wouldn’t grow up
-he befriended a family with 5 boys, later had them come on holiday with them
-he played at pirates with them a lot, played the captain
-1904, Peter Pan was performed as a play
-the lay ends with the chapter “the return home”
-normally the play left out the when Wendy grew up chapter
-1905, Peter Pan was performed in New York
-some saw Neverland as the new world (USA) and Peter Pan was the spirit of freedom
-the family friend father died, 1910 the mother died as well
-Barry had himself appointed the guardian of the boys
-1911, Peter Pan appeared as a novel
-it was originally called Peter and Wendy, later changed
-the name Wendy was invented by Barry
-1912, Barry arranged for a statue to be made of Peter Pan and secretly installed in Kensington Park
-1913, he was Knighted, now Sir James Barry
-died 1937, he outlived two of the boys (one died in WW1 and the other drowned)
-1960, another one of the boys killed himself
-the copyright of the novel belongs to a children’s hospital in England
-Peter Pan the play tends to be produced around Christmas time
-it has become a Pantomime tradition
-one aspect of this tradition is Male protagonist, usually played by a female
-one modern critic of the story says that the one problem many readers have with the story is that Peter is very negative and heartless and this is essential to childhood

-we are focusing on the imagination of the child and the world of make believe
-where does the line between reality and fantasy get blurred?


Fantasy
-is a fantasy novel
-London is almost realistic
-Neverland is pure fantasy
-text says that all children have a Neverland in dreams and play

Themes
-motherhood
-childhood
-power of a child’s imagination


NARRATOR: unusual in some respects?
-very different in terms of the narrator
-Barrie is basically playing with the whole idea of the narrator
-the narrator is intrusive, erratic, and occasionally incorrect
[bookmark: _GoBack]-quite arbitrary and indecisive 

Peter Pan
-never grows up
-never had adult supervision
-no responsibilities
-all life s play and revolves around him
-he is the essence and embodiment of childhood
-what he represents can be seen as less than perfect

Structure
-often uses foreshadowing (p. 25)
-also uses Prolepsis (extreme foreshadowing-a flash forward)
-the story’s present is interrupted to reveal something that has not happened yet
-Prolepsis can be seen chapter 2, pg. 12-16 (Mr. and Mrs. Darling are looking back on the children leaving)

Theatre
-there are scenes which are quite theatrical
-one of most obvious is in Ch. 13, the whole do you believe in fairies thing
-can very easily see the novel’s theatrical origins

Peter PAN
-yet another Pan figure
-has Pipes (p.8)
-has clothing made out of leaves (pg. 10)

Lost Boys Origins
-they fall out of their prams when the nannies aren’t looking
-if they aren’t claimed in 7 days they are sent to neverland
-more children who grew up without parents


Fairies
-come from the first child’s laughter, it shattered and they appeared
-fairies are on the decline because children know so much now and everytime they say I don’t believe in fairies, a fairy dies
-signifies children growing up so quickly and being more worldly at a young age

Neverland
-each individual child’s make believe world
-they are always changing

Redskins
-use of the term is racist to us
-Barrie plays with stereotypes and names here
-the tribe is called the pickaninny (term refers to little African American children)
-Tiger Lily’s name is traditionally an Asian type of name
-when she talks with a fictional Asian accent
-they have nothing that even closely relates to real Native peoples
-idea is that a small child may get all these cultures messed up in their head

Power of MAKE-BELIEVE and IMAGINATION?
-make believe Neverlands can seem scary at bedtimes (40)
-Peter can pretend to eat and this will be so realistic that his stomach will expand
-to Peter make believe and reality are blurred, while others can recognize that it’s not real
-the lost boys leave Neverland when they grow up (they can’t stay forever)
-the lost boys and the redskins trade places often

 Individual NEVERLANDS: what are they like?
-whatever a child wants
-it varies from child to child

 WHO can go to Neverland, and who cannot?
-adults cannot go to Neverland
-they lose the ability to lose themselves in Neverland
-we can remember it, but can’t go anymore

Ability/ inability TO FLY. Significance?
-grown ups forget how to fly because they are no longer, gay innocent and heartless
-children can fly, but adults cannot
-flying to Neverland is essentially on the wings of imagination

Symbol for TIME?
-the symbol was the crocodile with the clock in the belly
-every time the clock sounds Hook gets scared
-the clock stops when he eats Hook

How WOMANLY is TINKER BELL?
-Tinkerbell is very adult
-has adult tastes in clothing and furniture
-she has an adult figure
-p. 105 states that she’s wearing a negligee
-very jealous of Wendy

Girls’ ROMANTIC feelings?
-many girls have feelings for Peter
-Wendy kisses Peter
-Tinkerbell has feelings for Peter
-Peter gets scared because he doesn’t really want to be Father
-He has no tender feelings towards anyone
-Tiger Lily likes him too

Dying
-end of chapter 8, for Peter potentially dying is a big adventure
-Hook dies when Croc eats him
-multiple pirates die as well

How are CHILDREN in general represented and how does Peter fit into that?
-children are represented as selfish
-they don’t care about deserting anyone
-all very innocent
-Peter is the epitome of this
-he is boastful and hubristic
-Peter is upset when he is treated unfairly
-he believed that his mother forgot/replaced him
-selfish and wants to keep wendy with him
-

STORYTELLING / STORYTELLERS?
-telling stories is one of the reasons why Peter wants Wendy in Neverland
-Wendy tells stories about their home while in Neverland

MOTHERHOOD?
-Peter appeals to Wendy as a mother figure to come to Neverland
-Lost boys want or need a mother
-Wendy is told by Hook to give a mother’s last words to the (about to walk the plank) boys
-mothers act as a buffer between trouble and their children

HOOK?
-relationship with crew is master and dogs
-he’s pale and undead looking with tight curls
-he’s never happy because he doesn’t have any equals to himself to be friends with
-apparently he comes from a famous family and attended Eton
-had a passion for good form (the right thing)
-has a soft side for birds and music
-was complicit in his own death because he jumped off the ship, he didn’t realize the croc was there



Mrs. Darling
-has an unobtainable kiss, which symbolises a secret unfulfilled romantic longing for Peter Pan from her youth
-could have also been a symbol of the fact that she wanted another child

MR DARLING?
-has the need to be respected
-has a beef with Nana because she’s a dog and fears the neighbors talk about it and she doesn’t admire him
-he is childish as well, the whole medicine thing
-he ends up sleeping in nana’s dog house out of shame for what he did
-
