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The Secret Garden

-there was a fair amount of romanticism in this novel
-one of the tragedies of Francis’ life, was the death of her 16 year old son, Lionel
-this may have been why Collin magically gets better (wishful thinking)
-the introduction of this edition is important because it states Burnett’s religious/ quasi scientific views
-she says that positive thinking was very influential in her life
-it is a fairly realistic text, but it has fantasy elements
-as part of her effort at authenticity, Burnett has her characters speak in dialect

Setting
-novel opens with Mary being sent to Misselthwaite Manor
-Mary spent her early childhood in India, but was orphaned
-she arrives first in Yorkshire, Misselthwaite is located on the Yorkshire Moors
-the rest of the novel set here
-moors are striking because they are quite bleak, especially in winter
-this is modelled after Fryston Hall, a place where Burnett stayed fifteen years before writing the novel
-the walled gardens in the book were very popular among the upper class at the time
-in this case, the walls helped the plants grow due to the fact that it sheltered them from the elements
-Burnett also rented a house called Maytham Hall, which had a walled garden where she grew roses
-she also befriended a little robin in this garden, and wrote about it (My European Robin)

Season
-seasons are symbolic in literature
-during secret garden, several season progress

Protagonists
-there are two protagonists, Mary and Collin
-they are overlapping, in the first part its all about Mary, later it becomes slightly more focused on Collin
-in the first few Chapters, we find out that Mary is very self-centered and spiteful because she was ignored by her parents and taken care of by servants who didn’t care about her
-in the case of Mary, the outwards appearance of Mary reflects her personality
-Mary is extremely spoiled, and yet deprived
-somewhat self-educated
-her emotions are fairly stunted due to the way she was brought up
-the text supports the idea of nuture over nature

Gardens
-while the secret garden is central to the story, there are some play gardens that foreshadow Mary’s involvement in gardening
-she pretends to make flower gardens and whatnot

Secrets
-Mary states that everything is a secret at the manor
-there are multiple secrets in the book
-not just the garden, but all the rooms in the house
-in India, Mary’s existence was a secret
-secrets give a sense of importance and empowerment
-there is one secret which is never revealed to Collin

Type of Narrator?
-third person, omniscient 
-this narrator is intrusive (steps forward and lectures reader)
-intrusiveness can be seen in Ch. 21(describes an epiphany) and 27

Ch. 4: what season is it?
-winter
-symbolism in this is that everything looks dead in winter
-the good things are locked away, just like in Mary

The last chapter: what season?

How are Mary and Colin similar?
-they both grow in spring time
-Collin’s mother was the sister of Mary’s father
-they both had parents neglect them
-both the same age
-they both think the other one is a ghost when they first meet
-both sickly at the beginning
-both are spoiled by servants because they are terrified of them
-they have always had the best of everything

An actual key and a figurative key (metaphorical unlocking of characters)
-the garden is locked and needs to find the actual key to unlock the door
-the Robin is what helps Mary find the key
-Mary is active in finding the key, not passive
-Mary, Collin, and Mr, Craven are all locked up
-they have their potential shut down and hidden
-their potential needs to be unlocked
-in the case of Mary, she needed the garden and Dickon
-Collin had Mary as an influence
-Mr. Craven realizes that shutting out his son was wrong

Secrets in the text?
-Collin is a secret
-the garden is a secret
-children keep appetites secret 
-Colins health s a secret
-children keep cause of Colin’s mother’s death a secret from him

 Dickon: like which mythological figure?
-Pan, wood fairy, angel
-he’s a friend and helper of the natural world
-he plays a pipe and animals like him
-he makes things grow and has empathy towards animals
-he’s a very good story teller
-he is extremely in touch with nature
-Mary believes that there is some sort of magic about him
-hearing about him makes Mary less egocentric

Mrs Sowerby: importance?
-she represents motherhood
-she wears blue, similar to Mary mother of God
-speaks to Lord Craven on the children’s’ behalf
-she and Dickon are very nurturing
-she becomes a surrogate mother to Collin and Mary
-shes the one who suggests that Mary works on some land
-says that spirit of Collin’s mother watches over him
-she gives the children food for their healthy appetite
-Colin wishes she was his mother
-is the one who write to Archibald craven and tells him to come home

 Archibald Craven and how he changes?
-he’s a bitter, locked up character
-hunched back represents his ugly inside
-can’t stand Colin’s eyes, they remind him of his wife
-he gives Mary earth as well as books about gardening
-he has a positive effect on Mary when she gets the gifts
-he seems to have psychic link with Colin (201)
-he slowly comes alive as the garden does
-(203) he dreams of his wife, which makes him think about the key and the garden
-later, Colin’s eyes now make him happy (208)
-Colin also loves the picture of his mother

MAGIC. What `magic’ means to DICKON.
-the idea of nature and its life force, which we can encourage (160)

MAGIC. What Magic -- and harnessing it -- means to COLIN.
-magic means positive thinking to Collin
-he thinks that the life force of nature can be harnessed by positive thinking
-says that postivie thinking is what made him able to walk

Magic Elsewhere
-Ben Weatherstaff mentions the Doxology which seems to have a connection to God and nature
-Colin also has an epiphany (192)
-Mrs. Sowerby attributes magic to God

Magic to Mary
-a force for good from some sort of agency, which she also associates with Dickon, and then the idea of applying positive thinking to help others


FANTASY. One or two unrealistic things?
-this is a realistic text but it does have one or two things that are unrealistic to the point of fantasy (other than magic)
-Dickon talking robin to the robins is pretty unlikely
-the psycich link between Colin and his father is also unlikely

Chapters 14-16: faint hint of a romance between the children?
-Mary has a crush on Dickon (106 and 117)
-Colin possibly has a crush on Mary (120-121)

Ben Weatherstaff,: his disturbing anecdote re: positive thinking and repetition?
-says that positive thinking is good and negative thinking is awful and brings bad things
-it’s all about a woman calling her husband a drunkard until he becomes one, if she had been nice he may have bought her a bonnet

The last chapter and its focus: disappointing perhaps?
-final chapter takes place in autumn
-this is the harvest season, so now we see the fruits of the labours and accomplishments of the children
-it’s disappointing because you don’t hear anything about Mary, it’s all about Colin and his dad
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