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Development in North America
First department: University of Chicago (1892)
· Central scholars: Robert Park- sociology of urban life
· George H. Mead- symbolic interaction
· Jane Addams- well known scholar
Second department: Atlanta University
· Founded by W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963)
Canada
· First department- McGill University (1925)
· Modelled after the Chicago School of Sociology
· Only department until 1960s
· Other departments offered courses through other departments
· U of T (1963)- focus on political and economic history of Canada 
· Harold Innis and S.D. Clark laid groundwork for political economic perspective
· During 1970s, pressure put on Canadian universities to hire Canadian sociologists
· Resulted in developed and expanded sociology across Canada, became unique
· Focused on regionalism, ethnic relationships, multiculturalism, social class, race, gender
Canadian Sociology
· Influenced by American sociology
· Two Canadian traditions, English and French, distant from each other. Low international profile
· Hails from a Christian-Socialist/Humanist background
1960s
· Canadian sociology emerges from British model, becomes more scientific and professional
1970s
· Emergence of Marxist, feminist, and political sociology
· Debates about public sociology, academic sociology, political nature
· Attempt to move away from American influence
1980s
· Institutionalized academic discipline, where the engaged and policy-relevant elements of our work are often subordinated to the professional demands placed on professors and grad students by modern research-oriented universities and disciplines. 
Ervin Goffman (1922-1982)
Analysed how we shape and compartmentalise our experience of the world of objects and events around us, and how the experiencing and acting self can be compartmentalised into a series of part selves, each a potential factor in the production factor in the production of experience.
George Herbert Mead (1863-1931)
· American philosopher and social theorist
· Development of self and self-consciousness through language/communication
Sociological Research Process
· Research is the process of systematically collecting information for the purpose of testing an existing theory and generating a new one.
· With qualitative research the use of interpretive description rather than stats are used to analyze the underlying meanings and patterns of social relationships.
· With quantitative research the goal is scientific objectivity, and the focus is on data that can be measured numerically. 
Conventional or Quantitative Research Model
1. Select and define research problem
2. Review previous research
3. Formulate hypothesis
4. Develop research design
5. Collect and analyze data
6. Draw conclusions and report findings
Secondary Analysis
· Using data already gathered by others
· Content analysis- the systematic examination of cultural artifacts or various forms of communication to extract thematic data and draw conclusions about social life.
Field Research
· The study of social life in its natural setting: observing and interviewing people where they live.
· Qualitative data
· Participant observation: collecting information while participating in the life of the people
· Ethnography: detailed study of the life and activities of a group of people by researchers who may live with that group over a period of years. 
Example of content analysis in media
· Content analysis is used to investigate content of mass media for example
· Used to explore content of various media forms to discover how races are presented
· Categorising negative and positive depictions of certain races
· Basic content analysis might count number of minutes people of colour appear on screen and in what light.
Surveys

Terms and Theories
The Global Element
· Elements
High income or developed countries: highly industrialized economies technologically advanced industrial, administrative, and service occupations, high levels of income.
Middle income countries: industrializing economies, usually in urban areas, moderate income.
Low income countries: primarily agrarian nations with little industrialization and low income.
Special Terms
Race: a specification of groups of people distinguished by physical characteristics such as skin colour.
Ethnicity: a cultural heritage or identity of a group and is based on factors such as language or country of origin.
Class: a relative location of a person or group within a larger society, based on wealth, power, prestige, or other valued resources.
Sex: biological and anatomical differences between males and females.
Gender: the meanings, beliefs, and practices associated with sex differences (femininity and masculinity).
Development of Sociological Thinking
· Classic origins go back to Ionic beginnings.
· Early thinkers stated what they thought society should be like rather than what society was.
· Growth of natural sciences in the 17th-18th centuries set the pace of how science can be applied to society. Especially applicable after Industrial Revolution.
Industrialization and Urbanization
Industrialization: changes of means of production or how people make a living; when societies are transformed from dependence on agriculture and handmade products to an emphasis on manufacturing and related industries. 
Urbanization: movement from the rural to urban environments.
Early Thinkers: A Concern with Social Order and Stability
Auguste Comte (1798-1857) - coined the term sociology, and is considered the founder.
· Believed that societies contained: social statics- forces for social order/stability
· Social dynamics- forces for conflict and change
Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)
· Made Comte’s work more accessible
· Until recently, received no recognition in the field of sociology, partly because she was a woman in a male-dominated discipline and society.
· Active sociologist studying social customs and consequences of industrialism and capitalism
· Examined religion, politics, childrearing, slavery, immigration in categories of race, class and gender.
Herbert Spencer (1820-1903)
· Used an evolutionary perspective.
· Believed that society evolves like a biological organism.
· Interdependent parts that work to ensure the stability and survival of the entire society.
· Survival of the fittest- believed that societies developed through the process of struggle and fitness and only the fittest will succeed.
Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
· Believed that people are a product of the social environment and behaviour cannot be fully understood by biological and psychological traits.
· Societies are built on social facts- patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person.
· Believed rapid social change produced strains in society and this would lead to the breakdown in traditional organizations, values and authority would increase Anomie- a condition when social control becomes ineffective as a result of the loss of shared values and a sense of purpose in society.
· Advocate of the scientific approach to examining social facts. He was the first to publish a statistical study: he explored the relationship between anomic social conditions and suicide. 
Differing Views on the Status Quo: Stability vs. Change
Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Believed history is a continuous clash between conflicting ideas.
· Conflict was necessary in order to produce social change and a better society.
· Class conflict: the struggle between capitalist class and the working class.
· Bourgeoisie: comprises those who own and control the means of production. (capitalist class)
· Means of production: refer to the tools, land, factories, and money for investment that form the economic basis of a society.
· Proletariat: comprises those who must sell their labour because they have no other means of livelihood. (working class)
· Capitalist system made poverty.
· Capitalist class controls and exploits the masses of struggling workers by paying them less than the value of their labour.
· Results in workers Alienation: a feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself. 
· Predicted that the workers would become aware of its exploitation and overthrow the capitalists, creating a free and classless society.
Max Weber (1864-1920)
· Economic systems as one but not only source of change.
· Famous “protestant ethic and spirit of capitalism”
· Value free sociology: research should be conducted in a scientific manner and should exclude the researcher’s personal values and economic interests.
· Realized that sociologists could not be totally value free, so the they should employ Verthen (understand or insight) to gain the ability to see the world as others see it.
· Famous for his study of bureaucracies. 
Culture and Society: Lecture 3
Importance of Culture in a Changing World
· Beyond instincts and biological drives.
· Culture is a learned phenomenon. 
· Another definition: The common denominator that makes the actions of individuals intelligible to the group.
· We are a combination of nature and nurture. 
Culture: the knowledge, language, values, customs and material objects that are passed from person to person and from one generation to the next in a human group or society.
Society: a large social grouping that occupies the same geographic territory and is subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations. 
Second Definition of Culture
· A tool kit of symbols, stories, rituals, and world views, which people may use in varying configurations to solve different kinds of problems.
· Shared ideals, values, and beliefs that people use to interpret experience and generate behaviour and that are reflected in that behaviour. 
Material culture: of all the physical or tangible creations that members of a society make, use, and share.
Non-material culture: consists of the abstract or intangible human creations of society that influence behaviour. A central component of this is beliefs. 
Beliefs: the mental acceptance or conviction that certain things are true or real.
Cultural Universals
· Customs and practices that occur across all societies. Ex. Appearance, activities, customary practices.
Comparative Perspective
· An approach in sociology and anthropology that employs data regarding behaviour and beliefs in many societies to document cultural universals and cultural identity. 
Components of Culture
· Symbols
· Language
· Values
· Norms
· Folkways
· Mores
· Laws
Symbols
· Anything that meaningfully represents something else.
· Can function to produce loyalty, animosity, love or hate.
Language and Social Reality
· Not only expresses our thoughts and perceptions but also influences our perception of reality.
· Some languages do not have gender (most Canadian Aboriginal languages)
Culture Shock
· The disorientation that people feel when they encounter cultures radically different from their own.
Sir Thomas Galton
· Cultural evolution associated with races
· Mental, emotional, intellectual, moral evolution
· Eugenics 
Ethnocentrism and Cultural Relativism
· The tendency to regard one’s own culture and group as the standard, and thus superior. Whereas all the other groups as inferior. Negative and positive examples.
· Cultural relativity: behaviours and customs of any culture must be viewed and analyzed by the culture’s own standards problems. May violate human rights ex. Female circumcision. 
Franz Boas- Historical Particularism
Each society has its own unique historical development and must be understood based on its own specific cultural context. Described particular cultures instead of trying to establish general theories that apply to all societies. 
Contemporary Theoretical Perspectives
· Functionalism 
· Conflict
· Feminist
· Symbolic interactionist
· Postmodernist 
Functionalism: describes the function of practices, beliefs, and artifacts. The functional view of culture lays down the principle that in every type of civilization, every custom, material object, idea, and belief fulfills some vital function, has some task to accomplish.
Conflict
· These perspectives are based on the assumption that social life is a continuous struggle in which members of powerful groups seek to control scarce resources. 
· Ideas are cultural creations (Marx)
· Values and norms help create and sustain the privileged positions in society while excluding others.
Socialization- Chapter 3 Lecture 4
Socialization- the lifelong process of social interaction through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society.
Elements
· Essential for the individual’s survival and growth.
· Essential for the survival and stability of society.
· Content varies from culture to culture.
· What we believe about ourselves, our society, and the world is largely a product of our interactions with others.
Social Isolation and Maltreatment
· Factors: individual and familial and social factors.
· Some links: inequity in society, power imbalance between children and parents, racism, sexism, homophobia, poverty and social isolation.
· More likely to occur for these reasons among Aboriginal Canadians. 
Agents of Socialization
All the persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know to participate in society.
· Family
· The school
· Peer groups
· Mass media
Family
· Most basic and foundational agent
· Functional interpretation:
· Families are the source of procreation and socialization of children
· In families, we learn the rules of the dominant culture and subcultures we belong to
· Families also a source of emotional support, ideally 
Conflict theorists
· Socialization reproduces class in children from the class of the parents rather than challenging the conditions that currently exist.
· Socialization contributes to a false consciousness- a lack of awareness and a distorted perception of the reality of class.
Peer Groups
A group of people who are linked by common interests, equal social position, and usually similar age.
Functions: Contribute to our sense of belonging
· Teach what is acceptable behaviour 
· Peer group is both a product of culture and one of its major transmitters
· Provides some sense of freedom from family structures
· Teaches social norms
· Reflects the larger culture in many ways
Peer Pressure
· Individuals must earn their acceptance with their peers by conformity
· When we conform we are rewarded but when we rebel, we are punished by our peers
· Issue: conflict between conformity to parents or conformity to peers
· Strong pressure to have things that other children have.
Mass Media
· Estimates of exposure of Canadian children: 2 ½ hours per day watching TV
· 2 hours per day on computers or video games
· Over 1600 hours per year
· 1200 hours in school
Violence as a critical issue
· A typical person, by the time he/she is 18, who watches 28 hours of TV a week will have seen 16000 simulated murders and 200000 acts of violence.
· Social Structure, Social Interaction 
and Collective Behaviour
Chapter Four
· Definitions
· Homelessness is a production both of social interaction and social structure
· Social Interaction: the process by which people act toward or respond to other people and is the foundation for all relationships and groups in society
· Social Structure: the stable pattern of social relationships (social interaction) that exists within a particular group or society
· Social Structure: the Macrolevel Perspective
· Social Structure: the stable pattern of social relationships (social interaction) that exists within a particular group or society
· Provides the framework within which we interact with others
· Is essential because it creates order and predictability
· Social Structure: the Macrolevel Perspective
· Essential components: social institutions, groups, statuses, roles and norms
· Functional theory: 
· Social structure is necessary because it creates order and predictability of a society
· In part, responsible for the creation of self concept
· Gives us the ability to interpret the social situations we encounter
· Social Structure: the Macrolevel Perspective
· Conflict theory:
· Social structure may limit our options and place us in arbitrary categories not of our own choosing
· The primary social structure in society is economic production—social structure thus reflects a system of domination among categories of people like owner—employee (in Marx’s language: bourgeoisie and proletariat
· Creates boundaries that define which persons or groups will be insiders or outsiders
· Social Structure: the Macrolevel Perspective
· Special terms:
· Social Marginality: the state of being part insider and outsider in the social structure
· Stigma: is any physical or social attribute or sign that so devalues a person’s social identity that it disqualifies that person from full social experience 
· Social Structure: the Macrolevel Perspective
· Homelessness as an effect of social structure:
· Absolute homelessness:
· “the condition of people without physical shelter who sleep outdoors, in vehicles, abandoned buildings or other places not intended for human habitation” (United Nations)
· Relative homelessness:
· “the condition of those who have a physical shelter, but one that does not meet basic standards of health and safety” (United Nations)
· Social Structure: the Macrolevel Perspective
· Elements of homelessness in Canada
· Many women and children
· Adolescents
· Aboriginal people
· Relative homelessness is part of the Aboriginal experience
· They come from all walks of life
· They live in cities, suburbs, and rural areas
· Status
· Status: is a socially defined position in a group or society characterized by certain expectations, rights and duties
· It exists independently of the specific people occupying it
· Status does not mean “high” position. It refers to all levels and ranks of people
· Status
· Special Terms:
· Achieved Status: is a social position a person assumes voluntarily as a result of personal choice, merit or direct effort . 
· Examples: being married, being a parent, being a graduate of school, college or a professional university
· Ascribed Status: is a social position conferred at birth or received involuntarily later in life 
· Example: sex and race
· Master Status: is the most important status a person occupies. It dominates all of the other statuses.  
· Brad Pitt’s master status my be his celebrity status
· Status
· Elements of a master status:
· The overriding ingredient in determining a person’s general social position
· Being poor or rich is a master status that influences many other areas of life like health, education, and life chances
· They are vital as to how we view ourselves, how we are seen by others, and how we interact with others
· Social Institutions
· Social Institutions: a set of organized beliefs and rules that establish how a society will attempt to meet its basic social needs
· Function: to provide for basic needs of people 
· Example: the need for the socialization of children is provided by the family and the educational institution
· Contrasts between social groups and Social Institutions
· Social Groups
· Composed of specific, identifiable people
· A family is a good example
· Specific families do not always conform to the ideologies and standardized patterns of the family as a social institution
· Social Institution
· Standardized patterns of behaviour that organize life
· The family as an institution consists of ideologies and standardized patterns of behaviour that organize a specific family
· Social Institutions
· Conflict theorists argue that many institutions do not fulfill these functions well
· Homeless people lack the power and resources to promote their own interests when they are opposed by dominant social institutions
· Urban renewal is good for the wealthy but takes away affordable housing for marginal people-leaving them without homes
· Social Institutions
· Other dysfunctions of social institutions
· Some families abuse children
· States tend to support the wealthy but not the marginalized
· Religion often controls people rather than giving them meaning and freedom
· Corporations tend not to care for their employees and leave them when sales drop
· Nonverbal Communication
· Facial Expression:
· Facial expressions reflect gender-based patterns of dominance and subordination
· Women are more likely to sustain eye contact during conversations
· No direct eye contact from subordinates to those in power: reflects rank
· Nonverbal Communication
· Touching:
· Wide variety of meanings
· Intimacy
· Friendship
· Sexual connotations
· Gender differences
· Who touches first may reflect rank
Groups and Organizations: Chapter Five
Social Groups
· Social group: a collection of two or more people that interact frequently with one another, share a sense of belonging, and have a feeling of interdependence.
· Aggregate: a collection of people who happen to be in the same place at the same time but have little else in common.
· Category: a number of people who may never have met one another but who share a similar characteristic. (education, age, race)
Types of Social Groups
· Primary Groups
· Based on informal membership
· Direct face to face relations and communications 
· Secondary Groups
· Based on informal/formal membership among members who may relate and communicate indirectly. 
Clubs and Fraternities
· Define membership on shared identity
· Can serve economic and political roles
· Men’s clubs featuring male-male bonding activities are common
· Often involve objectification and mistreatment of women
Work Groups
· Organized to perform particular tasks
· Prominent in horticultural and agricultural communities
· Often made up of youth groups
Cooperatives
· Surpluses are shared among the members
· One person, one vote
· Farmer cooperatives
· Craft cooperatives 
Types of Groups
· Ingroup: a group to which a person belongs and with which the person feels a sense of identity.
· Outgroup: a group to which a person may feel a sense of competitiveness or hostility. 
· Functions: to encourage social cohesion among members.
· Dysfuntions: may promote racism, sexism, and ageism. Sense of ethnocentrism. 
Reference Groups
· A group that strongly influences a person’s behaviour and social attitudes, regardless of whether that individual is an actual member.
Networks
· A web of social relationships that links one person with other people, and through them, additional people.
Social Identity: Societies
· Iroquois False Face Society
· Curing society
· Burning of tobacco
· Carving of masks
Group Dynamics
· Group conformity
· Group conformity and sexual harassment
· Group think
· Group conformity: the process of maintaining or changing behaviour to comply with the norms established by a society, subculture, or other group
· Theory at the base of group conformity: we tend to be significantly influenced by other in our group to the extent that we may deny our own senses, our loyalties, and our commitment to truth.
Counterculture Groups
· Feature in industrialized societies
· Members desire to be identified with a special group
· Youth gangs: initialization rituals
· May or may not have a leader
· Special marks
Biker Gangs, Canada
· Riskier tasks are left to new recruits while those higher up reap the rewards.
· The hierarchical structure allows the leaders to operate with impunity while flaunting their image of power to attract recruits and draw them into crime.
· It is difficult for law-enforcement agencies to infiltrate these organizations because becoming a member involves committing crimes.
Quebec Biker War
· 160 people dead
· Judges intimidated
· Civilians killed
New Organizations of the Future
· Changes will occur in response to macro social change
· Some broad or macro changes: globalization, technological innovation, increased prevalence or a service economy.
· Result: the place of networks as a defining characteristic. 
· Networks (criminal): wherein motives, decisions, and actions flow from are ever more fluid, yet ever-present networks. It is the network, not the bureaucracy, or the family that gets things done.


Chapter 8: Social Stratification
Definitions
The presence of acknowledged differences in social status, political influence, and wealth among the people within a society.
The ranking of subgroups in a society according to wealth, power, and prestige.
Social stratification: a form of inequity in which categories of people are systematically ranked in a hierarchy on the basis of their access to scarce but valued resources. 
Social stratification is the hierarchal arrangement of large social groups based on their control over basic resources.
Life chances refer to the extent to which individuals have access to important societal resources such as food, clothing, shelter, education, and health care.
Social mobility: the movement of individuals or groups from one level in a stratification system to another.
Intergenerational mobility: the social movement experienced by family members from one generation to the next.
Intragenerational mobility: the social movement of individuals within their own lifetime.
Religion
Religion is a sign of the oppressed creature, the feeling of a heartless world and the soul of soulless circumstances. It is the opium of the people.
Social Class
Karl Marx: Relation to means of production
Max Weber: Wealth, prestige, and power.
The Growth of the State
· Degree of class conflict
· Ability of state to secure its own repetition through policy.
Two classes in the modern world
Capitalist: consists of those who own the means of production
Working: those who must sell their labour to the owners in order to earn enough to survive
Other terms- material interests: capitalists tend to hold onto their land and capital
Exploitation: the bourgeoisie take from the proletariat what is due them for their own profit. 
Alienation: the feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself. 
· The bourgeoisie maintain position on top of the class structure termed “superstructure”
· Class struggle consists of the struggle between two classes
Max Weber
Theme: no one factor defines class. Many factors such as culture as well as access to important societal resources such as economic, social, and political power contribute. He developed a multidimensional approach to the study of social stratification. 
Multidimensional approach includes:
Prestige: the respect with which a person of status position is regarded by others.
Power: the ability of people or groups to achieve their goals despite opposition from others.
Status: to refer to a combined measure that attempts to classify individuals, families, or households in terms of factors such as income, occupation, and education to determine class position. 
Civil Society
· Diverse interest groups that operate outside the government to organize aspects of life.
· Activists groups: formed with the goal of protesting certain political repression, human rights violations, and abuses to the environment.
· Comprising various groups: Institutions supporting states
· Institutions that oppose the state.
Antonio Gramsci: introduced the term Hegemony. 
Hegemony: the permeation throughout society of an entire system of values, attitudes, beliefs and morality that has the effect of supporting the status quo in power relations.
Systems of Stratification
Slavery: an extreme form of stratification in which some people are owned by others. More likely in a closed system.
Caste system: a system of social inequality in which people’s status is permanently determined at birth based on their parents’ ascribed characteristics. 
Class System
A type of stratification based on the ownership and control of resources and on the type of work people do.
· More open than caste system because the boundaries between classes are less distinct.
· Horizontal Mobility: occurs when people experience a gain or loss in position and/or income that does not produce a change in their place in the class structure.
· Vertical Mobility: movement up and down in the class structure.
Poverty Line in Canada
[bookmark: _GoBack]Official poverty line: based on what is considered to be the minimum amount of money required for living at a subsistence level.
Low income cut-off: the income level at which a family may be in “straightened circumstances” because it spends considerably more on the basic necessities of life than the average family. 
· 
· The poor 
3 billion people live on less than 2$ per day, 1.3billion live on less than 1 dollar a day
Problems in studying global inequality
- The levels of development approach world divided into:
- Developed countries (high income and being industrialized)
- Underdeveloped countries( low income)
- World systems theory- all humans interaction networks, small and large from the household to global trade, constitute the world system. – the capitalist world economy is a global system divided into a hierarchy of three major types—core, semi peripheral and peripheral—in which upward or downward mobility is conditioned by the resources and obstacles that characterize the international system
- Thesis, the core nations exploit the peripheral nations at the expense, the semiperipheral ones are partially exploited but benefit more than the peripheral ones

· Life expectancy
- Average life expectancy has improved
- Average increase: about 30% in the past three decades and is now more than 70 years in 87 nations
- However, in some countries, it has decreased—e.g sub- Saharan Africa: due especially to AIDS






