May 21, 2009 – Class after the Midterm

Alternative Magical Religion

Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn

(HOGD)

-in Europe, the ppl who dabbled in the occult were upper class people with a fascination with the occult – they have the time to do this unlike the lower classes

-1800s – claims ancient ancestry=no proof that it is a ancient magical order


-researches can’t find any concrete proof from anyone to anyone else

-Origin story: a British dabbler in the occult, a doctor, was going through an Antiquarian bookshelf and bought a bound book that was in code and his hobby was code cracking. He couldn’t crack the code so he showed it to Wescott, his friend and a occult enthusiast. A letter fell out of the manuscript from a woman who was German, Wescott decodes it. The letter gave the enigma code for HOGD, that was said to originate in Germany. No one has found the book or the author of the coded letter.

-The Golden Dawn has always claimed roots in ancient German occult but as far as we know, Wescott put it together with his friends
-many levels of training and initiation – it catches on

-2 ppl with huge egos who joined were S.L. MacGregor-Mathers (translated Kaballah from German into English); he writes within the Golden Dawn about how it can be applied to Christianity, Aleister Crowley was the other member who joined (one of the most brilliant occult minds); he claimed that he wasn;t be promoted through the levels fast enough so he was kicked out

-Crowley tries to take over the Golden Dawn – MacGregor-Mathers is also unhappy: they both show up to a meeting and told those at the meeting that they were supposed to lead HOGD.

-The Golden Dawn fold by the 1800s. 

-Crowley gets in contact with a legitimate 100-year-old Lodge group in Germany

-The Order of the Temple of the Orient was the Lodge that he contacts


-they invite him to join them


-over the years he becomes the head of the whole international organization

-he comes from a Puritanical background

-he was the first guy to make it to the top of one of the highest mountains in the world, which he named after himself
-he had an addition to heroine or cocaine

-he scandalized the British society – he was very interested in Hinduism and practices where sex is used during magic. Then he started working sex magic into religious practice.

-He was driven out of Britain for this and he bought a villa in Italy called the Abbey of Thelema – they are eventually kicked out of Italy because they aren’t Italian citizens


-they are escorted out of Italy by a particular authority = Mussolini

-The book of Thelema = the book of the law
-he marries a woman named Rose

-one day a woman speaks through Rose and dictates the Book of Thelema for a week= The spirit’s name is Aiwass

-the Book of Thelema is the core teaching of the OTO

-this contains the creed that was dictated by Aiwass

2 Parts to the creed of the OTO:


1) Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law (Thelema is the law)



-this means do what you will, the law is whatever you choose it to be


2) Love is the Law, Love under will



-the concept of magical Will = it comes from Paracelsus 

-there is a non visible force in the universe where if you will something to happen then you can change fate.

-you are the active moving spirit – it is your will, large numbers of people pray in order to intercede

-prayer chain: call 10 phone numbers to pray for an individual, those 10 people call 10 people who call 10 people – this increases the amount of prayers for a person



-magic is assumed to be a tangible force in the world



-Love is tempered by magical Will – this is the first law of Thelema
-Crowley dies just after WWII: he claimed to be a double agent – was a person of interest but no one could prove that he was, it was probably BS

-he was a brilliant occultist, still studied today

-he got revenge in the Golden Dawn – he published all of the secret occult books that the Golden Dawn only gave to their initiates, which had belonged to the Golden Dawn and he published them as OTO

-he won, so the Golden Dawn lost copyright of their own Golden Dawn material – it is now published under the OTO
-at the end of WWII in the late 1940’s the Witchcraft Act was repealed after WWII and substituted with The False Mediums Act
The False Mediums Act

-mediums are people who speak to the dead

-false mediums are people who claim to be able to see the future and you pay them to communicate with your dead ancestors

-claiming to use occult power for fraudulent purposes

-so in 1940’s it is no longer illegal to say that you’re a witch

Gerald Gardener:


-he was a mason and a nudist

-he claimed to have met very old men and women in the New Forest (only 1000 yrs) who practice some kind of traditional ancient earth religion which they could not talk about before because it was illegal

-they teach him their ancient knowledge

*Gerald is initiated by them and then went back to England and founds a witchcraft museum

*he collected talismans and sacred things from Malaysia as he works as a young man

*displays the items in his museum – most of his collection was bought by Ripley’s Believe It Or Not

*he does interviews about what he learned from the old people

-he write a book of fiction about the ancient witchcraft because it was still considered illegeal

-then once it is legalized he publishes “Witchcraft Today” and “What Witches Do”

-people read his book and want to learn how to be a witch

-he begins training people in covens (small groups who study witchcraft


-one of the people who is fascinated and becomes his student is Doreen Valiente

Doreen Valiente

-she is the grandmother of  modern witchcraft

-the bulk of the rituals that are used by modern witches comes from her poetry

-she had many occult books and had vast occult learning
-she wrote many books on modern witchcraft

-anything that Gerald didn’t know he took from Crowley – she accused him of this and she begins to write her own rituals

-in the 1950s Gerald Gardner dies

Alex Sanders
-came up in the 1970s

-followers are called “Alexandrians”

-after he died it was found that he studied under someone who had been trained by Gerald Gardner but was kicked out

-he filled in the blanks based on the things he had learned and not learned after he was kicked out

Wicca: a religion – Gardenarians and Alexandrians practice Wiccan

Neo-Pagan

-NEO=NEW
-Pagan comes form the Latin word Paganus
-the connotation of Peganus is old-fashioned, country bumpkin

-they described their religion as practicing Pre-Christian religious rituals
-Wicca is pre-Christian British isles (in Western culture Wicca and Neo-Pagan mean almost the same thing)

-Wicca recognizes the duality of female and male – mostly polytheists, but some pantheists

-not based on the solar calendar as Christianity is

-focuses on gods and goddesses – there is no theological institute of Wicca

-since there is no central authority – you can interact with the gods and goddesses in your own way

-there can be no heresy in Neo-Paganism

-how do you come up with the axiology without a central authority?

-Wiccans refer to themselves as witches, wiccans, neo-pagans

Druids
-the priests of the British isles – we know little about their religious practices because their religion was passed on via word of mouth

-Druids today view themselves as trying to bring back the old Shamanic religion before Christianity
Asatru

-a state-recognized religion in Iceland

-specifically the worship of the ancient Scandinavian gods and goddesses – Pantheistic

-they don’t call themselves witches – they call themselves Heathens

-someone born on the heath – in a meadow = Heathen
-their religion is very specific – they focus on one Pantheon

-the Asatru were literate so there are books describing their religion

-the do spells
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Wicca in Canada

-when we are talking about Pagans, ‘tradition’ is synonymous with ‘sect’
-the most common tradition of Wiccans in Canada is eclectic


-this means a little of this and a little of that

-eclectic: they may have studied witchcraft from different kinds of traditions and they take a bit from each tradition to make their own.


-most often worship goddesses and gods and are lunar

-solitary eclectic: worship primarily on their own

-it is not true that it is the fastest growing religion in N.A. ( it is the fastest growing outside of the immigration religions
-the growth rate in Paganism are small numbers but more than double every 10 years.

-witches, wiccans and pagans who are older raise their children as Pagans

-Wiccan Church of Canada

-they are the most known in Canada, primarily in Ontario
-started in T.O. by Richard James ( own “The Occult Shop”

-they are public and have Friday evening rituals and a temple, do women’s and men’s rituals and mixed gender rituals

-men’s and women’s rituals are a little different

-they have had the biggest impact in the last 30 years because ppl go to rituals at the Friday nights and then synthesized their own spirituality
Pagans 4 Peace

-starts in T.O.

-more a political and focused on environmental issues

-have fundraisers to fund voodoo practitioners
-started by Sam Wagar


-he was the NDP for provincial politics in BC

-a reporter for the Vancouver Province found out that he founded Pagans 4 Peace and interviewed and publicized that a witch was running as the head of the NDP and he was removed as the head by the party. He got an out of court settlement

-his religion got in the way
Covenant of Gaia: Church of Alberta

-it is an umbrella organization as a mediation between wiccans and the government

PFPC –Pagan Federation/Pagan Canada

-it is one of the sponsors of a national conference called Gaia Gathering

-they do workshops on costuming, food workshops, how to deal with the media when talking about your religion etc.
-it works hard at being national and not just Ontario
-Charles Arnold
-notable in Canadian Pagan history because he is the first person to get a government to recognize Paganism as a legitimate religion

-official religions are handled by provincial politics and not federal politics

-in the U.S. the federal government approves the legitimacy of religions
-Canada only says what is not a religion, otherwise the government doesn’t get involved in it

-this means that legitimate religions can marry an bury, they have the right to do this

-The Canada Revenue Agency has a say in what is and is not a religion because of donations – you can’t get a tax receipt if you aren’t a religion so you can’t get donations that have tax deductions


-also decides if you pay tax on religious supplies


-if you are a recognized religion you don’t pay tax for your religious supplies
-Wiccans had to pay taxes for their candles etc. while other recognized religions did not

-Corrections Canada also has a say


-all inmates are allowed time for spiritual exercises

-one religion that is not allowed to be practiced is Satanism, for example, because you don’t have to do what isn’t best for you – do what is best for you and don’t listen to authority

-this is explicitly illegal if you’re incarcerated

-Charles Arnold was U.S. born, lived in Canada for awhile and served in the Vietnam war

-ran a magazine called Rags to Witches when he lived in T.O

-worked at Humber College and asked for his two key religious holidays off (unpaid)


1) Beltane -  May 1

2) Samhain – Halloween
-these are the 2 holiest days on a Wiccan calendar

-he took them to labour court and the labour board of Ontario decided legally that Wicca is a legitimate religion in Ontario when it comes to requesting holy days off

-this doesn’t mean they can legally marry and burry people yet and have been trying for 25-30 years but there are a lot of rules and paperwork to do

-can’t generalize Paganism
-Pagans give the goddess the final say, although the God and Goddess are considered equal
Goddess Worship

-feminist or political witch craft

-derived from the 1960s and 70s and had no religious spiritual overtones at all

-women’s liberation movement

-a huge amount of social change such as Black Panthers, gay liberation, women’s liberation

-in Canada there is the Quebecois movement – Liberation du Quebec

-huge social upheaval

-at the level of the Women’s Movement women try to reclaim things that used to put them down

-W.I.T.C.H. and W.I.C.C.A. ( Women’s International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell and Women In Constant Creative Action

-both of these movements turn back to the notion of the evil-doing historical witch and intimidating woman and they show how dangerous they can be – turn the connotation in their favor to decrease its power

-feminist witch craft starts in North America whereas the other Wiccans and Paganisms start in Europe ( it flows in the other direction

-values of an independent woman not controlled by patriarchy – they will want to mythologize the ancient goddess religions – a pre-patriarchy universe

-Mary Daly: key author in women’s spirituality, professor a Boston U (Catholic)

-as a feminist scholar she gets ticked off about the misogyny in the old and new testament

-writes books about the role of women in the old and new testaments – there is a lot of women hating

-she gets more and more into the fact that there is nothing in Christianity or any other major  religious traditions that is good for women

-she turns to the mythic witch as a wise woman idea

-she says that women need to empower themselves and become witches

-she has influence on the religious view of women in the 70s

-women look for spirituality of their own

-Gay Movement

-they look for religions that are more accepting of their lifestyle

-Radical Faeries: arise in the mid to late 70s, founded by a gay American man – he wants to bring back the Goddess spiritualities to empower gay men because the current ones don’t

-Marija Gimbutas:


-she was an archeologist

-Wrote The Language of the Goddess: the earliest societies were matriarchal and worshipped goddesses – looked at patterns on pottery and the walls of caves to establish patterns that represented female power and thus goddesses (spirals or dots = eyes of goddess)

-she looked at the kinds of pottery found and codified the symbols to find out what they mean – this was radical

-academics read what she wrote and saw that women may have an ancient symbolic language, which is brought into the women’s movement

-this is how the spiritual movement turns towards ancient goddesses and turning away from structures created by men
-Z. Buddapest

-one of the major influences of the goddess worship in the U.S.

-Z is an immigrant from Hungary and moves to the U.S. with her husband and child and in the 60s realizes that she is a lesbian and divorces her husband
-she starts looking back to Hungary at non-verbal goddess language and puts together her own spirituality, Woman centric

-draws on the ancient goddess Dianic: starts off with a group of women and a book of chants and whatnot

-Z. Buddapest Dianics don’t allow men to join and do not worship gods at all
-her first coven looked for a woman they could draw on as a founder of women’s rights – The Susan B. Anthony coven number 1: one of the prominent feminists that helped give women the right to vote in the U.S.
-Z is an artist like her mother – used ancient folk patterns
-she creates a fusion between Wicca and the political movement

-she moves to LA and opens an occult shop and women’s book store and gets busted because she does fortune telling and she argues that she is practicing part of her religion

-she has a legal wrangle with authorities about this

-everything in the world is imbued with spirituality

-Starhawk visits Z’s store

-Stawhawk is trained in Wicca and takes ideas from Z’s Dianic system and integrates it with the Wicca she’s trained in and they create a tradition of Wicca called ‘Reclaiming’ ( brings in almost 1000 people who yell rituals

-synthesis of goddess worship and traditional Wicca – one of the key people who founded this

-none of this is hierarchical (feminist witch craft)
-Wicca’s are hierarchical

-Starhawks’ religion straddles the two but it is not hierarchical

-Z’s Dianics are women all of the time, primarily lesbians
Morgan MacFarland

-from Texas, involved in the Women’s Movement as well and comes at it less from the feminist movement and more from the socialist cooperative end of the spectrum

-MacFarland and a friend Mark Roberts (already involved in Wicca) get together and synthesize an everybody is equal spirituality and Roberts and MacFarland call their spirituality Dianic as well
-Z Dianics are just called Dianics (goddesses and women only), whereas MacFarland and Robert’s Dianic is called MacFarland Dianics (allow men and women)
-MacFarland and Roberts eventually split and Roberts formed another Pagan religion
Film: A Circle of Witches
-Paganism is prior to Christianity not anti-Christianity

-they don’t have a specific place of worship
-Pagans feel reverence for nature, relationship and connection with nature

-deity lies in the connection with nature

-the sacred takes place in current life and not only afterlife
-there is no ‘one truth’ of the world – there are many religions and religious experiences

-Gods and Goddesses are worshipped as symbols

-magic is the ability to change one’s own consciousness at will
-turning negative thoughts into positive thoughts, for example – psychology

-Pagan used to mean ‘someone who lived in the countryside’
-the apple has a pentagram in it – this often offends people
-Margo Adler was the speaker in the film – author of 2 books that brought light to Wicca in the U.S. “Drawing Down the Moon” ( an ethnography of the modern Pagan and Wicca movement

Satanism

-not the same thing as Paganism
-Three Categories of Satanists:

1) Solitary: people who can steal something on Satanic literature in order to actually communicate with Satan. They create their own rituals because they are solitary. They don’t publicize that they are Satanists.
Profile: mid to late teen males, usually outcasts in school. Always self-taught. Not particularly dangerous in most cases.

-their rituals have to do with self-fulfillment: I want good grades etc.

-they worship the anti-god

2) Outlaw Cult: usually led by a charismatic leader. 
-members are between 16-25, usually male.

-they get a lot more into drug dealing, theft, prostitution.

-6-8 members in a single group

-people get into it because they want stuff

-view themselves as literally worshipping the anti-Christ of the new testament

-not a lot of staying power (like solitary Satanists), they can’t draw in women because they are often misogynistic

3) Neo-Satanic: most well-known; born-again, revised

1-Church of Satan


-founded in 1966 by Anton Szandor Lavey


2-Temple of Set


-founded in 1971 by Michael Aquino

-Lavey had a lot of showmanship
-Aquino starts as a member of the Church of Satan. His reaction is that it isn’t serious enough so in 1971 Set (ancient Egyptian God – not the equivalent to Satan but stirs the pot) is adopted as the head of his own church

(Nida’s laptop DIES…RIP Nida’s laptop)

-Aquino was very intelligent, not evil

-theses churches aren’t about evil: they are focused on getting things for themselves – very narcissistic

-Levey’s writing about not wasting time on ppl who don’t deserve it is very radical for its time
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CoS - S=  Metaphor
ToS – Xepering: a word that means “to become like a god or goddess”

-to move up in the Temple of Set you need to become familiar with Machiavelli etc

-to Xeper yourself means you have to strive to be god or goddess-like

-they read and study to be as powerful and get as much of what they want as individuals as possible

-neither of them condone killing of either people or animals

-Werewolf Order


-smaller, Neo-Satanic


-Zeena Shrek founded it with her husband (Anton Levey’s daughter)


-openly left-handed path (they are also members of the ToS)

-in the day they look like normal human beings but at night that change into superwolves

-the Werewolf order is about trying to manipulate your appearance and dress in order to get what you want out of people. If being a very seductive woman gets you what you want then that is what you need to do.

-it is about focusing in on the individual so that you know what will work the best with the person you are trying to impress to get what you want

-shape change to get what you want
Difference between Satanism and Neo-Paganism:
-how they view the natural world and how they relate to it

NP--------------------------------------------------x---------------------------------------------NS

-those religions at X tend to view the natural world as neutral

-NP see the natural world as somewhere between neutral and good – must be as in tune with the natural world as possible – it has as much right to exist as we do

-goddess worshipers are the same way about the natural world as NPs

-the NS world view starts at neutral but also dangerous (not evil) in needing to be controlled.

-why is it dangerous and needing to be controlled? In order for it to be as useful as possible for their goals and needs.

-Neo-Pagans are not Satanists, they have very different cosmologies

World War II

-end of the witch craze, Lodges are taking over the occult landscape

-one of the strong points of occult scientific research was taking place in Austria (cradle of art, music, philosophy and the occult)
-Hitler destroys this

Helena P. Blavatsky

-founder of Theosophy: the theosophical society

-she was a Russian princess who was married off at a young age to an old prince who she left and ran away and joined the circus

-she comes in contact with an ascended spirit – Hoot Koomi


-she starts to teach some of the philosophy that Hoot Koomi gives her


-hooks up with an American Colonel, who believes everything she says

-Blavatsky writes 2 monstrous tones of religious teachings: Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine = supposed to have been dictated by Hoot Koomi

-they move to the U.S. and then to India

-Hoot Koomi is supposed to be from the alien race that established the human race – they fled due to natural disasters – Atlanteans (were supposed to have lived on Atlantis)

The Atlanteans: the super race that all humans are derived from – the Atlanteans feld to Tibet when the knew it was going to be hit by a natural disaster

-in her books, she talks about the hierarchy of human evolution: she bases the hierarchy on skin colour


-the highest order of Atlanteans are the Aryans

Aryan: came out of India and migrated to the area called Persia (they are not blond and blue-eyed)

-her writing gets picked up by a WWI veteran, Adolf Hitler (this is the origin of his race theories)

-she has an odd mix of occult mainstream spirituality and evolution
-she writes at the same time as Charles Darwin about evolution

-she tries to make it sound scientific – topic is evolution from the Atlanteans to humans

-In the 1930’s when Hitler comes to power, he sends researchers to Tibet to try and find the Atlanteans and Aryans because this is where Blavatsky says they went
-Runes: a Germanic and Scandinavian lettering system – alphabet (linear)

-they also have a spiritual level – every letter has spiritual meaning

-an arrow pointing upwards stands for strength and bravery – it is the God of war, strength and bravery

-the blue ambulance symbol is a rune ( it is ice (pronounced ‘eec’) means “danger”

-they also have occult meaning: take sticks to make each alphabet letter, play games that create letters to tell fortunes
Black Propoganda:

-create something that looks like something that came from the enemy or the people you are trying to conquer

-Leibensborn: if you could prove your German Aryan ancestry you were encouraged to have multiple wives – when German armies conquered an area the colonels who had a strong Aryan background were encouraged to impregnate as many blond blue eyes women as they could

-Blood Flag: it is the official martyrs flag – any official military flag was touched with the blood flag (flag that was covered in the blood of the martyrs of the Reichstag) in order to (contagiously) convey its power
-Why did Hitler attack the people he attacks?

-at first they attack countries that look like them – liberating the Aryans

-IE: Polland: a lot in the blue-eyed blond category

-as they move into other countries they attack anywhere where,  for example a museum has a sword with a rune on it because they see it as a sword of their ancestors the Scandinavians


-anywhere where they saw evidence of their ancestry they attacked

Film:
-the Germans explored all religions to find proof for their theory of the Aryan race

-Hitler wanted to destroy all other religions

-his inner circle had strong occult beliefs

-a race of super beings had fallen from grace through evil and lived in the Atlantic but a flood wiped them off the face of the earth. Before they were all destroyed some priests escaped to Tibet by boat. They are Aryan god-men and the ancestors of Indian and European people.
-Mating with mortals decreased the power of the Aryans

-they wanted to prove that Germans were the descendants of the Aryans from Tibet


-they are called nationalists

-Hitler thought that the legend of Atlantis was true and that the mythical humans went to Tibet so he sent people to look for evidence of the Aryan race in Tibet
-Nazi researches inspected Tibetans for Aryan physical traits such as long limbs and angular facial features

-they also measured people’s skulls and did other experiments

-they then began killing people and using their bodies for experiments 

-when they proved they descended from gods they could restore the Aryan race through selective breeding

-the breeding stock was Himmler’s S.S = tall, blond, blue-eyed – pure Aryan heritage (had to prove it back to 1750) and educated – they were encouraged to father as many children as possible regardless of their marital status – it was their duty to beget healthy Aryan babies
-in 1935 Himmler created the S.S. Libensbon = create as many Aryan babies as possible

-an illegitimate child was not bad as long as their mother was genetically fit

-11,000 Liebensbon babies were bred between 1935-1945 and never knew their parents

-babies were property of the state or adopted and raised by S.S. families

-Aryan-looking children were abducted from conquered nations and raised by S.S. families and Leibensbon homes


-trained in Nazi culture and mythology

Pre-Hitler:
-many organizations that blended racist ideology with occult practice but they only became popular at the conclusion of WWI

-poverty, starvation was prominent post-WWI in Germany
-people looked for a scape-goat= non-Germans

-Hitler was stationed in Munich to infiltrate left-wing groups for the army


-one was the German Worker’s Party (it was extremely right-wing)


-he was attracted so he joined and eventually became the leader

-Rudolph Hesse saw him speak and was convinced that Hitler was the messiah


-his group ends up funding Hitler’s party which later becomes the NSDAP (The Nazi Party)

-popular magazines at the time that Hitler would have read were anti-Judaism

-Aryans should fear darker people such as Jews who were keeping Aryans from gaining their proper place

-this magazine outlined what became the Nazi world view

-“The Religion of the Blood” – blood ties together the Nordic races so identity is based on this (Rosenburg’s principle from his book)

-the blood of the people carries the soul of the race

-Nordic myths replaced the Christian Bible

-Hitler chose the swastika for the new religion (explicitly non-Chrisitan) used by Buddhists for example

-it was a reminder of the Arctic sun as a bearer of good luck

-Nazi meaning: struggle for the victory of the Aryan man

-Hitler was obsessed with Wagner (wrote operas about Norse victories and mythological battles) – he used Wagner’s music in his marches and copied his pageantry
-Hitler was inspired by Wagner and the retelling of the quest for the Holy Grail – a mystical vessel bearing sacred blood, promised mystical powers to whoever drank from it, but only the purest knight could find it
-Percival was a Christian grail knight – show compassion but only to the Aryans

-Nov 9,1933 he attempts to overthrow the Bavarian govn’t by launching storm troopers on a place where the govn;’t was meeting and takes over, marching 3000 storm troopers through the streets
-they clash with police and fail (16 of Hitler’s men die – they become martyrs, and their blood falls on it ( The Blood Flag)

-the blood flag is used to empower all other flags – the blood of the flag was powerful

-in 1933 he becomes the leader of Germany

-the blood religion became the official religion of the Nazi party
-ritual: the 16 Nazi heroes were honoured as original members of the Reich – they were resurrected and then received eternal life

-their blood was the holy water of the third Reich – the 16 immortals’ blood

-he created a spiritual foundation for his forces – Hitler is God is the theme of his religion

-the Nazi party took over Germany’s youth organization


-girls were taught to marry young and that their bodies belonged to the nation


-boys at 14 joined The Hitler youth and at 18 they joined the Nazi party


-taught sacred blood rituals and total allegiance to Hitler, military drills

-Mein Kampf (My Struggle) becomes the Nazi Bible – it outlines 1000 years of Nazi rule
-forced sterilization laws were enacted, illnesses and diseases were causes for automatic sterilization

-400,000 Germans were sterilized
-defective people had to be prevented from propagating more defective people

-mentally and physically impaired people were euthanized to “free trapped souls”

-he made it illegal fro Germans to marry or have sex with a Jew and Jews were stripped of their rights as Germans

-one obstacle left: the existence of non-Aryans

-murder non-Aryans instead of just sterilizing them

-S.S is from the German upper-class, professionals
-the S.A. becomes an obstacle as regular working people

-without the S.A. Hitler would not have come to power but he gets rid of them to get military support

-S.A. leadership were rounded up and killed by the S.S. very quickly
-after this purge Himmler transformed the S.S. into a elite military order that later ran the concentration camps

-the S.S. was going to be the new super-man (aristocracy of Germany)

-Himmler was a Catholic but became an occultist by the time he met Hitler
-Himmler’s influences included Hinduism
-tells of a battle on the field of righteousness between good and evil, which appealed to him

-Himmler believed that he was going to fight a holy war
-the S.S was to capture and enslave those he conquered

-each S.S. officer took feudal estates and slaves wherever they conquered

-similar to Teutonic Knights

-Ancestral Heritage Organization
-did experiments on humans and checked blood lines

-also wanted to resurrect Pagan myths and Germanic laws

-Himmler confiscated the libraries and artifacts of all occultists that weren’t associated with him, such as the Free Masons

-he also recruited occultists such as Veregout who believed he was a direct descendant of Thor (God with swastika sword)
-the runes were a gift to human kind – an alphabet

-each letter, or rune, has a meaning


-given by the most powerful Norse God


-believed to be mystical tools for fortune telling


-members of the S.S. were taught the meaning of the runes


-all units had their own symbols and meanings


-(slanted z’s/sigs) were everywhere – adopted by the NaziYouth

-Hitler works his religion at the moment of birth by taking over the baptism ritual
(Rip Nida comp)

-bonfires = a tribute to the son / Hitler

-symbolic patterns were created in the night – Summer solstice

-the Winter solstice honors the dead

-mass meetings were held in order to unify people and show German’s power

-Hitler would deliver speeches at the meetings

-they were built to evoke religious fervor with Hilter at the centre

-he was made to look like divinity whenever possible

-this allowed him to have unquestioning support of the people

-in 1939 the Nazis were successful, by Winter 1942 the tide turned and they began to lose

-as they got more desperate they expanded their use of occult- used it to make decisions

-they believed that the Allies were using occult methods to blow up their U-boats

-Himmler created a secret society that used a pendulum to locate allies

-Pendulum Dowling?
-Nostradamus was a prophet from 1555 that refered to 1935 when Germany invaded Poland – Girbles (propaganda minister) used this to make people think that it was fate

-they made a plan to use the prophecy to use against the Allies

-Black Propaganda is the use of fake prophecies to influence the enemy.
- British intelligence saw the fake prophecy and made their own 50 fake Nostradomus prophecies and smuggled them into Germany
-when Hesse made a solo flight to Scotland, it began with his belief that the British could be persuaded to side with the Germans if Chamberlain was overthrown

-a dream had inspired this trip

-also a horoscope inspired his trip – his astrology showed that there would be a shift in global affairs

-before he left on the flight he may have had a meeting with Hitler

On May 10, 1941 Hess leaves for Scotland – plans to meet with the duke of Hamilton to make peace with the King of England

-the Secret service intercepted the letters and Hess was shot out of the sky and taken prisoner instead

-propaganda was later put out that Hess was deserting Hitler and was a known mad man
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Lebens born is the true spelling of the well spring of life – the S.S. breeding program
Psychoanalysis and Meditators

Franz Anton Mesmer

-he was interested in a new technique late 1700s early 1800s

-he was a doctor – wanted to put patients into a hyper-relaxed state

-surgical interventions were traumatic, so anything to make it easier was important

-Mesmer attended seminars:


-in everyone’s body there is a certain level of iron and iron responds to magnets


-practitioners used magnets to realign the flow of blood in the body


-they wanted to bring blood to an injured area


-this technique was called “animal magnetism”

-assumed that all organisms would react the same way to the treatment

-Mesmer, while going to these seminars on magnets, uses this information in his practice and notices that his patients become hyper-relaxed, which allowed him to do some surgery without causing a great deal of pain

-animal magnetism can be used to relax people by using the upper and lower mind, according to Mesmer

-if you can relax the upper mind then the lower mind will not react to surgery

-relaxing people with magnets gets called Mesmerism

-he travels around Europe teaching Mesmerism

Marquis de Puesegeur

-he studies the Mesmerism as a medical technique for healing

-it was understood that the magnets could also heal physical illness

-the Marquis gets a peasant in his practice who is being Mesmerized and the Marquis notices that the peasant is hypersensitive and goes into a deep relaxation

-he talks to the peasant and finds that he is unaware that he has lifted his arm in the air


-if he suggests something, the peasant just does it no matter how ridiculous it is

-Puesegeur starts doing seminars on patients who are Mesmerized and respond to suggestion

James Braid

-he coins the term “Hypnosis” after a goddess of deep slumber

-it is an evolution from the blood-realignment magnet technique

-this is where people like Freud get the concept of having more than one consciousness

-Altered States of Consciousness (ACS)
-people shift through states of consciousness in a day
-day dreaming is an altered state of consciousness
-highway hypnoses is also an altered state of consciousness: seeing exactly the same things and hearing background music – this is the same technique that some hypnotists use (when there is nothing to distract you)
-Shopping hypnosis is when you buy more that you went to the store for just because you see it as you head for what you did come for without realizing it. Not fully conscious of it until you get to the cash.
-the Stockholm syndrome is brainwashing someone onto your side of a conflict once you capture them
-sleep walking and sleep talking are not altered states of consciousness – the person who is walking or talking really is asleep…when you sleep deeply your body releases a chemical to paralyze you, as you wake it flushes out of your system. 

-Lucid dreaming is in between (altered state of consciousness) – you have to be conscious enough to change the script in your dream…you become just conscious enough to tweek the plotline before you fall deeply back to sleep

-Extraordinary Human Experiences (EHE)
-this is everything from shopping syndrome, super-human strength to lucid dreaming etc. It accounts for all of it.

-this is difficult to prove scientifically because of ethics

Near Death Experience (NDE)

-it is hard to find out what happens when you almost die so a lot of this is not proved in a lab, it is anecdotal

-Sylvie Brown – she claims to be able to make contact with the dead

-there is little scientific proof to support this

-as your brain starts shutting down the neurons misfire in the brain, which causes chatter in the brain

-the scientific community has tried to prove that EHE and NDE exist

-the Greeks split the mind from the body, but this isn’t the case with Eastern theology – the are allopathic (whole body, no division – it is all-healing)

-with the Greeks the mind was the higher part of the human and the body is base
-work done at Sunnybrook medical in T.O. had 2 groups of women with breast cancer. One group was taught to meditate and imagine their body fighting the illness – visualize their body attacking and defeating the illness. The second group was not taught to visualize,, just given normal treatment. The first group lived longer and got ill to a debilitating point later than the second group.

-there is proof that using your mind with your physiology then it is better for your illness
Out of Body Experiences (OBE)

-the feeling of floating out of one’s own body


-a thin thread is said to keep you tied to your body (tied to your big toe)

-you can steal a soul by severing this thread – coma unless someone can put the soul back

-Lucid dreaming is on the edge of it

-some people intend to have out of body experiences

-children report these things often

-Isaac Asimov (science fiction writer) wrote that “sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic”
-there are things we don’t understand yet
-there are also parts of our brain that we don’t know what they do yet
-people who have OBE put themselves in a trance state (highly relaxed) and send their conscious mind somewhere else (also called Astral Travel)

-when two people meet in an Astral Travel its called Walking in Dreams
-in many indigenous societies every man and woman in the community will meet during Astral Travel – generally happens when you are falling asleep and you want to contact someone else,
-the person may then walk into your dream and you can have a discussion with them (this is considered a Shamanic technique)
-the Denes can do this all of the time – they consider it a survival technique to be able to communicate this way especially if you need to communicate far away
Trance:

-in a trance state you remember what happened to you

-it is often done at a conscious level

(to read more about this Charles Tart has good research on this issue Transpersonal Psychologies

-it is a collection of essays from researchers around the world

June 4, 2009

Possession

-The Devil and Karen Kingston

-it is the day-by-day diary of the exorcism of a psychiatric patient


-she is incarcerated in a Canadian insane asylum

-she had been very bright and normal but then her IQ dropped after she witnessed one parent kill the other

-an exorcism was done on her

-it was done in the 1970s ( two different religious ministers worked on her for a number of weeks an claimed that 40 or 50 demons were cast out of her

-they videotaped a lot of her speaking in tongues, she was also said to have levitated with 4 of the men sitting on her to hold her down

-as the demons were expelled her physical ailments were also cured

-her IQ was back to normal one year after the exorcism

-maybe the action of spending a week going through the prayers snapped her out of it or maybe there were some demons really

-Exorcism was first done by the Catholic Inquisition

-when there is a belief that something needs to be cast out they do an exorcism

-when a person is possessed they won’t remember what they did while possessed
-possession states start with the assumption that some human consciousness or spirit has gotten into your mind and taken over, using you as a marionette
-the person who is possessed is not aware of this – they are like a horse been ridden by a spirit
-Orisha: the divine figures of the Animist faith, the Yruba people on the West Coast of Africa

-Holy possession – possession by a holy spirit that gives advice
-Who gets possessed?

-people who want to be possessed and people who don’t want to be possessed

-people who are possessed are assumed to be evil in this society but this is not the case all of the time

-in some cultures you have to be trained to be a “horse” for possession
-in religions where there is willing possession, people study to learn how to be a good “horse” – if you are an Orisha you will pick those who are prepared to receive you, not those that aren’t prepared – the Orisha is looking for the best tool to do their work for their people
-if you are untrained it is unlikely that you will be possessed
-there are many religions around the world where possession is part of the institutional structure in the religion
-there is also the belief that we have mediums

-they are inviting the dead to speak through them to give whatever information needs to be passed on

-many charismatic Evangelical sects believe in speaking in tongues
-Glossolalia = speaking in tongues


-the Holy spirit is speaking through the person they have possessed


-after the Holy spirit leaves the person will not remember what happened


-the problem is that they don’t speak in English


-the ability to translate this is even rarer

-when one person goes into the possessed state another person also does this in order to translate what is said
-this happens in the Evangelical church as well as Catholic church (secretly)

-Some Women of Marrakesh – some women visiting a zar women who goes into a trance and she warns them that someone has the evil eye on them, then there is a video of her possessed stabbing herself as she dances until her assistants remove the spirit
- possessed by the muse – an idea of being possessed by an idea
Unwilling
-in some shamanic religions, the understanding is that you don’t pick the job of being a shaman, the job picks you

-bad typically

Who possesses?

1) God(s)

2) Spirits - someone who had a body at some point; friendly or unfriendly

-Gods and spirits are understood to be incarnate (have a form)

3) Discarnate (non body, never had any kind of form) – Natural phenomenon
-where there are natural disasters, it kicks up all sort of energy and it is assumed that the energy creates a thought creature who can get into a person’s brain or soul and move out their conscious mind for awhile

-“what got into you?” ( it is not rational or a consciously thinking presence, just a stirred up energy that eventually leaves
(Nida’s computer died as per usual)

-it is not good to be possessed by natural phenomenon
-they are always unwilling possessions

-being possessed carries a lot of terror, baggage from Christianity where it is believed that you need a mediator between yourself and the divine

-the direct contact with the divine is becoming a more popular notion in religion
-Faith of the Head vs Faith of the Heart

-Faith of the Head – logical, structured – all about intellect and explaining things in a world of science. Discussing based on text and analysis
-Faith of the Heart is the emotion involved – the ‘knowing’ involved, I ‘know’ it is true! You can’t attack faith of the heart with any kind of faith of the head

-person and passionate
-cosmologies are key to the axiology of people and explain the things they do

African Syncretic Religions
-religions that are a mix of two other religions but has a different cosmology and axiology

-The Middle Passage: the transporting of human cargo to the New World

-people are captured and shackled to each other and then loaded into the bottom  of the ship and brought to the new world as chattle. (Doesn’t have rights, it is property)

-they were free-born but are turned into chattle

-chattle also came from rivalries between tribes, the prisoners from the battle are made into chattle by trading them to the white traders for better battle equipment

-20-30 prisoners in return for amo and guns
-white slave traders shackled you to your enemies, the assumption was that black people were not human and had no soul so you don’t have to treat them as people
-they stack them in the hold of a ship shackled to each other – no sanitary facilities or places to sleep and a lot of people died
-when the ship was weighed down they would pick people, chain them together and push them over board to drown
-food was not paid for so they had gruel/ leftovers and slop it through the grate…if you were lucky the gruel landed near you and you got some

-this happened for 3 months

-they started to develop a language among themselves after 3 months in order to have a certain way to communicate

-the only thing that keeps them from going crazy is their spirituality

-they have no idea what is going on but Mother Africa is with them and they pray to make it through the experience
-after 3 months they land in Hispanola or in Cuba and they are pulled out of the ship and then they are baptized in case they might be human and if they continue their traditional songs and prayers that got them through the trip will get them killed
-all of the traditional religions were Pantheist or Polytheist – Lacumi, Macumba, Candomble 
-the French, Britain, Germans, Portugese all had places from which they stole humans to turn into slaves

-the slave owners tried to civilize them by trying to turn them into Christians

-forced assimilation
-Catholicism looked familiar to them – they understood the concepts of Saints, they had their own similar version such as Orishas

-Shango is an Orisha of dance and male sensuality in charge of money and finance

-they would practice as regular Catholics on the surface but you would then do your own rituals at night away from the plantations
-they overlaid Christianity onto their own religions
Ie: Santaria<Spanish RC + Yoruba +Na’Kongo>Cuba
-also found in Florida, Southern Texas etc

-Lucumi/Macumba/Candomble > Portuguese Catholicism

-Candomble has a strong influence of the tribal religions of the peoples of the Amazon
-Shango Cult/Obeah – High Anglican (English Catholic) – Yoruba, Trinidad and Tobego
-they did not embrace all of the Orichas, just Shango or Obeah

-an Obea man or woman is the traditional priest or priestess
-Voodoo/Voodon

-Voudon is French Roman Catholic


-Fon and Eastern Ewe people (Wotsi, Ge, Be)
-best known from Haiti

-also found in New Orleans, Batton Rouge etc
-they use the drum to call the Lua Orishas – they each have their own rhythms

-cause blues and jazz – comes from the Lua Orisha calls

Zombies

-are the real or folklore?
-they are real!
-Dr. Wade Davis – national geographic anthropologist
-he goes around the world, he has a PhD in ethnobotany – traditional medicines and how they work
-while working on his PhD someone got funding to go to Haiti and study the botony of this legendary zombie stuff but the guy who got the funding was ill so Davis was sent instead
-The Ethnobotony of the Haitian Zombie
-he also wrote a popular version of his experiences researching this – The Serpent and the Rainbow 
-he went to Haiti and discovered that zombies are real

-it is a form of social control – people who are turned into zombies are nasty, miserable, horrible people with no family – liminal people

-there is a puffer fish in Japan with a neurotoxin in it – very poisonous (Fugu fish – sushi) 
-even if the fish is prepared properly your tongue still goes numb

-off the shores of Haiti there is a similar kind of puffer fish with a neurotoxin organ like the Fugu fish

-they do catch the fish and dry the organ with the neurotoxin that is still very poisonous

-they add things for rituals to make it less poisonous – leaves and powders

-when it is the right consistency and you have a target you go to the house and make a cross over their front doorstep (French Roman Catholic influence)

-the next morning the target stands on top of the powder which get into his pores and make him very sick, eventually making him pass out

-you won’t be able to hear his heartbeat because their organs are suppressed by the zombie powder

-he is then thought to be dead and then buried

-2 or 3 hours later they dig him up again and bring him back to the temple – if he has no more contact with the zombie powder he would recover a bit, but they will feed him the poison in little bits in what he eats (allows his body to function at a lower level)

-the problem is that it will eventually cause permanent brain damage, although they can still breath and eat
-he is then dumped in the road and found and brought back into the village
Note of the day: Don’t mess with Ouija boards!
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Healers – Traditional Knowledge
-Final exam in this room on June 18 @ 5:30

-cumulative, but most questions are on the second half material
-2hr exam

-questions will be on the readings, movies and lectures

-Tonton Macoute: healer, shown as having a big leather bag with his healing potions in it (”Macoute”

-Tonto(Uncle

-the secret police (storm troopers) call themselves the Tonton Macoute

Shaman/ism

-Tungas: one of the indigenous ppl from Siberia
-“one who masters spirits”=Shaman

-controls spirits but not the same manipulative quality in West – more working with the spirit

-Shamans are often labeled Witchdoctors
-“ethnocentricity” using your culture and your society as a comparison to other cultures.

-your society or culture is seen as the norm

-many mages understood that in order to unhex someone you had to know how to hex them also – know how it works to repair it
-Shaman are hard to describe, you don’t choose to be a shaman – the job chooses you

-there are Neo-Shamans – take seminars to learn how to be shaman: tailored for a modern audience…everything is portrayed as lovely and good

-you are trained not to come in contact with dangerous spirits – the cosmology in most cultures with shamanic aspects to their spirituality recognize that spirits are not always friendly, so you may have to master the spirit
-Shamanism is not a religion – there is no worship of a shaman god or goddesses. It is a collection of techniques. In some communities the spirits choose the shaman after a near-death experience.

-After a near death experience you find that the spritis want to talk to you – this is liminal (you are pushed to the bounds of society because you deal with dangerous spirits whenever THEY want to speak with you)
-under the classical definitions you can’t be an urban white Western shaman – you can’t just read a book or go to a seminar and become a shaman
-you might learn some shamanic techniques but people who are shaman are part of a community that recognizes them as such

-most often they are healers but they may also curse other people – they work for their clients

-they are a between person between the spirit world and the human world

-usually someone who has spirits trying to make them into a shaman tries to kick back and try to deny it but the spirits will make them ill – in these societies usually another shaman in the community will train them
-in some cultures everyone has a “gift”  - given by Christ


-one may talk to one animal, one may talk to another animal

-in some societies there may be one or two people with shamanic abilities and in some communities everyone has shamanic abilities
-3 Modes in which humans interact with spirits

-SUPLICATION: Prayer. The relationship between the human and god is offerings to please god – asking for things. A covenant agreement.


-comes from a hierarchical world view

-pre-assumes a pecking order: the divine/s are up at the top of the hierarchy and humans are lower and must ask for the divine/s favor.


-ask people more powerful to step in and help.

-MAGICAL: Also hierarchical but pre-supposes that the divine and the human have effects on each other.
-humans have some control over the divine figure and can structure words, deeds which will directly affect the world

-you can do rituals to change things

-ie: candle magic for a spell has a lot of the same connotations as lighting a candle for a prayer – one key difference: in supplication when you light a candle it is a pleasing offering to get God’s attention (want to place them to get their help – the active player is God or a Saint, not you.) In a magical system, the big difference is when the cosmology has the magical will it isn’t because they are asking God or angels or demons to act on your behalf, it is a person’s own will. The active player is the person who does the spell, not to please the divine figure.
-Cause and effect. I do things which should be able to affect the world.

-the assumption is that the divine can affect the human world and the human world can affect the divine through rituals.
-magic presupposes the existence of a divine being that is beyond human
-Neo-Satanists and Neo-Pagans have a magical aspect to them – they assume their actions will affect the world around them

-holy wars have more to do with magical thinking than with supplication ( God is on our side
-there is a sense of righteousness in what your actions are. ie: Joan of Arc
-they are hierarchical but humans can force them to act on their behalf
-SHAMANIC relationship are of equals


-there is no supreme divine figure/s


-there is no God, angels, saints, holy people etc


-Shamanic world views are equal, hand in hand


-this is especially clear in societies where everyone has a gift

-anthropomorphic: a way human beings look at and give human-like characteristics. Projecting human emotions onto something non-human and interpreting how they act or look in human terms.
-in the Shamanic world there is not a anthropomorphic relationship between the human and non-human
-in the altered state of consciousness they speak to the caribou or whatever spirit but it is not THE caribou that they pray to, it is one singular caribou ( there is no personified spirit of the COWS (plural) 

-the Shaman talks to a particular caribou – not the caribou God

-you also have to offer something back in return

-everything has a spirit, all plants AND animals etc
-how do you cope when everything has a spirit? Something has to die for us to live? Rituals to give thanks to the spirit that allowed them to have the food
-everything has spirit individually – distinct spirits

-from a Western point of view the advantage of using a shamanic strategy is that the spirits will give you an exact location that will not be the same place every time which means you don’t overfish or overhunt
-from an ecological, environmental approach there will always be animals to be killed because you don’t wipe them out

Film: Touching the Timeless
-2 people: Navajo and Huichol
-3 Countries in North America: Canada, United Sates and Mexico

-Navajo (Dineh) are cousins are the Dene in the North of Canada

-they either started in the North and moved south or whether they started south and moved north

-the Dineh are the Navajo in the movie

-the N’de are famous aboriginal people – the Apache are how they are move commonly known

-Terms for the movie:

Hogan: their home, traditionally 6 or 8 sided and made of wood. They are sem-Nomadic, Agrarian. For each individual family their Hogan is their universe; their cosmology centres around the Hogan

Mestizo: mixed blood. Part indigenous, part Spanish usually.

Yei: the holy people. Founded everything, created human beings.
Sing: spells used to heal?
-they believe that thought has power. Everything in the world is defined by everything else.

-in the Dineh language the words are based on verbs and not nouns so everything is always in action and can’t be static
-how the language works affects axiology and cosmology
Huichol: live in Mexico but the Mexican government hunted and tried to extinct them

-they use pharmaceuticals for ritual purposes

-they use peyote cacti – very bitter

-peyote was used as a hallucinogen 
-they have a pantheon of spiritual beings and when you use peyote you become a spiritual being from the pantheon
-peyote is bitter, causes you to purge (vomit) so you have to fast before you ingest it
-the rituals are done to keep the world going and cleanse people of sin etc

-with the Navajo (Dineh) thinking (active) is what the world is about

Movie Notes:
-they have to go on their pilgrimages or the world will not be as it should be

-the pilgrims go to the temple of the gods to remember the first pilgrimages of the aged ones
-the fire is a reminder of something

-they have a ritual for confessing all of the sins – for each sin you tie a knot in the string
-the strings are tossed into the grandfather fire and then they are forgiven as long as all sins are thrown in

-the Catholic church is a sacred place because it was visited by the grandmother spirit
-father sun will blind the pilgrims so they cover their eyes
-they have to pray to father sun in order for him to come out
-they have to leave offerings at the river
-they bless everything, all of the pilgrims and their things

-the sacred lands of the ancestors – they have to cross them
-they have to do the rituals perfectly or they will be punished

-paint face to tell the sun they have open hearts

-they have to hunt the peyote and the magical deer

-they do a ritual, giving all of their possessions during the ritual

-they eat the peyote for a heart that must be open

-they harvest more peyote for the future

-the hill of Kalulari they climb to be Gods – they eat the peyote on the hill

-on the first morning the sun was born with the soul of a young girl
-the pilgrimages maintain the ancestors to make the world go on, if the pilgrims didn’t voyage then the world would stop

-they return to the village with the peyote that they collected – the food of the gods and candles, which are the fire of something

-this way the whole community are pilgrims

-misuse of the religion beings consequences

-can’t abuse the peyote (drugs) – it is sacrilegious

-if you live within the sacred there is no sacrilege

-sacred = words

-words are everything except though

-reality is a mirror of thought

-home = the centre of the world, the world is created every morning

-the ambition is to grow old in beauty

-through speaking the world becomes real
-beauty comes from movement

-you have to chant the world and chant the beauty

-sweat lodge: cure a fire within and without, learn the song of the blessing way because it is the songs of the holy people

-the old know the songs and prayers – teach them to the young to sing to the gods

-the words are “doing” and “becoming” like a hummingbird

-so they bless the kid with a hummingbird

- if you know where the home is then you know where everything is

-you have to chat with the holy people everyday, they are everywhere in everything

-sand painting maintains beauty

-the Hogan is the centre of the world – the world started in a Hogan

-they draw the three spirits in the sand painting

-the sand painting makes the holy people come

-the grandson sits in the middle of the sand painting

-the spirits go through the painting into the grandson which makes him timeless in the two world which cures him of his sin of killing the snake – restores balance
-they then destroy the sand painting

-in time energy and matter work together to create all we know and can imagine

-constant search for happiness
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-next Tues is the Intro to the candle spell, bring candle that reminds you of food or money
-then we will do a course review with the key words of the semester

-Exam is on June 18 @5:30 (2 hrs for exam)

-cumulative but heavily weighted for the second half of the semester

 New Age and Old Traditions

“The New Age”

-neither new or an age

-it is a label that was attached to the new rise of occult thinking, environmentalism and nature worship of the 1970s

-spirits and table wrapping was referred to as New Age

-alternative healings are also called New Age Medicine 

-Gnostic: popped up a few hundred years after the death of Christ, also gets called New Age

-it is a label often put on alternative spirituality by the majority
-allopathic, holistic medicines are actually old but called New Age


-only recently have the mind and the body been recognized as a whole

-also there is an organic whole where the human being is part of the environment

-there are social rules to differentiate between animals and humans, holistic sees humans as equal to all other aspects of the natural world

Prophet
-prOphet (Otherworldly power)
-someone who is recognized by their followers, a community that is formed around them

-they get their inspiration from a higher source

-they are outside of the structure of a religious institution

-Christianity and Judaism have prophets
-the Mormons recognize that there are still prophets on the earth even though Jesus was here and gone

-they view themselves as reformers within their religion
-they bring important messages from the divine 
-when they stray too far from the original teachings they become prophets

-a lot of scholars show Jesus as starting as a prophet within Judaism but he leaves what organized Judaism recognizes so it is no longer the same religion that is being taught

-False Prophet:

-you can’t tell what a false prophet is

-if the spirituality continues to grow after the teacher dies then it may become a legitimate religion

-Ie: the Branch Divinians – they were investigated because they were accused of collecting weapons (they did gun shows)

-Karesh (leader) had been interpreting the NT and that the end of the world was coming, so when the compound was being raided they started fighting back because they thought it was the end of the world

-the FBI had to be called in because a one-month stand off

-the FBI bombed the compound with flammable tear gas so it exploded and many of them were killed, including Karseh, the prophet of the Branch Divinians
-you really can’t tell – they get their insight directly from the divine, this makes institutionalized prelists uncomfortable because if God, and angel or a holy person speaks directly to a plain old person then you can’t control society as well

-people in today’s society who claim to be prophets often die violent deaths

Apocalyptic Religions:

-the apocalypse is when the forces of evil will try to have a last battle to take over but will be beaten by god and the angels

Priest
-recognized by a religious institution of some sort.

-you may study Buddhism in a temple, study under an Imam 

-study under the official people of a religion

-they act on behalf of the whole religion

-there is a core language for Islam, so you can go to any Mosque in the world
-the priest leads prayers, there is some institutional recognition

-priests are usually Roman Catholic and Anglican

-religious officiates, trained and recognized by the institution they are a member of

-key: It comes out of an Institution (prIest)

Eschatology
-comes from the Greek word “schatos,” which means shit – poo

-it is a religious studies term for the study of end times

-history goes like this:


-the beginning


-then a series of events – mytho-historical markers (birth of Jesus, the great flood)


-the mythic history goes in a linear fashion

-there is a steady forward movement until finally there is a savior, messiah, or a return of the savior or messiah (aka the end of the world)

-the faithful go somewhere paradise-like OR there is a dramatic change that only applies to the faithful

-it is the study of the End Time – what happens when the messiah comes or returns (the end of the world) – applies to those who believe that they are the chosen few

-Eschatology can only be studied with religions with this historical layout
-not all religions have this linear layout – in the West most people are not aware that there is another way of seeing religious history
-some religions are circular, so they have no Eschatology

-they go like this:

-beginning, where the gods and goddesses are – mythic stories



-they are kicked out of somewhere
-the mythical world was populated by other spirits before our gods and goddesses were there and there was a battle where the human-hating ones are kicked out OR they just decide to make humans

-ie: the Navaho: humans were created and the creative sprits put the humans in the the bowels of the earth until we break a sexual taboo and are gradually brought up a level each time until the humans pop up at the crust of the earth – this explains different colorations of human beings
-then there is usually an even that happens which is often a shift from hunter-gatherer to agrarian – so a first planting starts so there is a story about this
-there is then a first harvest

-then there is an second harvest


-preparation for the bad times


-then it is the bad times


-then they eat the stuff they prepared for the bad times

-then there are the first signs of Spring which indicates that the gods and goddesses are listening

-they the snow is gone and they can plant again and the cycle starts again

-this way there is a cyclical religious view

-the festivals and holy days start happening around the same time because it is based on the origin mythic cycle of nature and land

-there is no messiah in cyclical religion because there is no sense that the world is going to end

-the Christian festival is a celebration of God being born on earth, in Pentecost there are fasting days around this time

-there are holidays vs holy days which are marked

Millenarian
​-Millennium (a thousand year period) when the end of the world is expected
-churches and traveling salespeople in the west were the main sources of information in the west in the first millennium

-in 2000 the earth is no longer faith-based and people are not separated…you get news via t.v and Internet very quickly

-in the popular mind, fear the God was coming is replaced with a Secular God – technology

-technology is the new faith so it was expected to fail human beings at the turn of the Millennium
-instead of expecting the end of the world from a religious point of view people expected the end of the world from a technological point of view – thinking was the same but society’s thinking had shifted
-1984 was a dystopian novel written in the 1950s 
-in WWII dangerous technology was created –society was frustrated with what technology had given humans

-people were expecting some kind of crash of society in 1984 

-happens when the end of an era comes around: Millenarianism is also Eschatology, the study of the end 

Examples of Millenarian Mythologies:

Ragnarokk

-there is more than one version

-it is part of the mythology of the lightening

-Norse people were literate, this is their religion so we know a lot about their religion due to the huge amount of literature

-they wrote their religion is runes – wrote down their sacred stories

-it has a savior figure at the very end in the later versions but the earlier versions have no savior

(The Norse: Vikings 1000CE


-it is the story of a last great battle

-the world of the old Norse looked like a giant world tree – everything in the Universe was placed on the Giant world tree, called Xgdrassil

-the entire universe lives on Xgdrassil – there are 9 different realms

-a the bottom of the tree is Hel – where people who don’t die in an honorable manner go

-closer to pergatory in Christianity, it is ruled over by Hela (goddess of the underworld)

-in the trunk of the Xgdrassil is Midgard where the live humans live: the human realm

-in the mid-level branches is Valhalla (the hall of heroes): where those who die great glorious deaths go
-at the top of the tree is Asgard: the home of the Gods and Goddesses

-the cosmology of the old Norse is clear that the Gods who live in Asgard (Aesir) were not the first owners, they kicked out the other gods and goddesses, the Vanir
-the Vanir disliked humans, weren’t nice to them (Cathonic)

-the Aesir cared about human beings so the humans praised them

-the Vanir are still there although they don’t rule the world tree
-the chief of the Gods was Odin – the great wise god of the Aesir
-there is no covenant agreement between the gods and the humans

-Odin has sons – Loki is one of the sons, he is the troublemaker who makes sure that humans are being challenged; he is a trickster figure
-the Aesir frequently sneak down to earth and have sex – Loki has a son called Fenris, a giant half-god-wolf

-another God is Tyr: a classic Disney hero type, muscle and not so bright – one of the Gods who is easier to fool than the others
-Tyr is a god of war, strength and bravery: a war God

-Heimdal is another God (an old wise hunting god with supreme eyesight) his job is to guard the rainbow bridge in Asgard to watch over the bridge and call if there is trouble

-the only way you can get to Asgard is over the rainbow bridge

The story: Loki has sex with something on earth, has Fenris 

-Fenris starts of in Midgard because his mother is there and he goes on a rampage making the human lives difficult

-he is then captured and brought to Asgard and locked up there

-Fenris is kept there for thousands of years with gods and goddesses throwing food at him
-Fenris is sneaky, Loki is one of the best schemers too, so he gets more and more upset as he is chained so he tries to plot an escape

-every time a god or goddess goes by he acts sad and tries to get sympathy

-Fenris starts on Tyr (not as smart) trying to trick him

-Fenris gradually manipulates Tyr over time
-Fenris convinces Tyr to put his sword arm in his mouth to prove how Tyr can trust him

-Fenris bites his arm off and he bursts free of the chains and tears through Asgard
-Heimdal was said to blink during the attack – this is when all of enemies of Aesir attack – the attack is called Ragnarokk: they are attacked by both Fenris and all of the enemies of Aesir

-none of the gods and goddesses do their job because they are fighting

-the humans in Midgard don’t have any sun (just ice and snow)

-Fimbulwinter is the crescendo of Ragnarokk – everything is coated in ice, big problems for the humans and the plants – they start dying

-Xgdrassil shatters then under the weight of the ice and the entire universe ends – this is the oldest version of Ragnarokk

=no savior or messiah

-Norns: 3 women who spin the fate of the world – the Norse know that Ragnarokk will end the world and that Fimulwinter will happen – they just don’t know how it will happen or when

-there is another version that says that one god and a male and a female survive the tree breaking (very Christian version – a later version)
Example # 2 – Simon bar Kochba
-around the time of Jesus the Holy land was held by the Romans (conquered) so a lot of people popped up to free the Jewish people

-most of them and people who followed them were considered prophets

-there was another family that was trying to drive the Romans out of this area: Judah Maccabees
-they believed that they were sent by God
-many of the Jews at the time of Jesus believed that he would save them from the Romans

-the Maccabees and Jesus were 2 of a number of groups and followers who were going to save the Jews – another was Simon bar Kichba

-Josephus was a Jew who worked for the Romans, recorded what happened for history

-Simon’s political gorilla group gave us this word: Zealot (the name of Simon’s followers)

-Simon starts gorilla war against the Romans
-he starts doing this because the Jewish ppl want to be freed from the Roman people

-the Roman Empire was huge, it doesn’t matter if you kill 30-40 people: their efforts didn’t really matter that much
-one of the biggest battles between the Zealots and the Romans take place in a box canyon 


-the Romans are led into the box canyon in Southern Isreal called Har Maggido


-the Romans are trapped in the boxed canyon and are being killed off


-the massacre goes on for days


-Josephus writes about this battle, says that the bodies were stacking up the hill


-there is a word that comes from the location of the battle (Armageddon

-the Messiah told the Zealots to fight to the last breath, Simon said that God told him to attack the Romans and fight to the last death and it is called Armageddon
-Masada (in the South of Isreal)
-a palace built on the top of a big flat-headed mountain (North America’s mesa)

-a circular path lead up to the top of the Roman palace

-the Zealot’s final stand is at the top of the Masada because there was water and food at the top of Masada

-this is where the children of the Zealots had been, this is where Simon is leading the Zealots from

-the Zealots are being killed and fall back to Masada

-Simon, being the son of God, tells them all that the road is being built, he realizes they are losing

-the Romans start building a structure to get up the mountain from the back

-Simon says that if they surrender they will be brought to the stadium and fed to lions and humiliated and tortured or enslaved

-all of the men killed all of their families and then killed themselves by the time the Romans come up the ramp everyone is dead

-it is the symbol of “better dead than a slave” the logo of the Israeli police forces and the graduation ceremonies are held in Masada

-this is said to be the false Messiah, but he had lots of followers

Messianic

-presupposes a Messiah or a Savior


-the person who will save the people

-they always derive from the linear concept, like Millenarianism

-all Messianic faiths are Millenarian (otherwise, why would you need a savior) BUT not all Millenarian religions are Messianic

-there are faiths that assume that there will be an end to the world without a saving figure and human beings will not survive the crashing apocalypse
