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COURSE OUTLINE

Professor:  
Marie Lyne Laliberté
If you have any question related to the material or the course, you can 
come see me right before/after class or schedule an appointment with 
me. I can also answer questions by email, usually within 72 hours.
Email: marielyne.laliberte@uottawa.ca
T.A.:  

Lesleigh Pullman


Email: lespullman@hotmail.com  
Course description
This course is designed to provide you with an introduction to the field of Social Psychology. It will cover the most studied topics within the field by focusing on both classic and contemporary theories and results of research studies. 
By the end of this course, you should be able to:
1. Identify, understand and apply fundamental principles and theories of Social Psychology

2. Gain insight into the way situational forces and group processes shape behaviour, emotions
and cognition

3. Understand the relevance and application of Social Psychological principles to everyday life.

4. Become acquainted with types of methodology used in the field

***Last day to drop the course is Friday, March 16, 2012 ***

Required textbook (available for purchase at the University Bookstore)
Lesko, W.A. (2012). Readings in Social Psychology: General, classic and contemporary selections (8th edition). Boston: Pearson Education Inc. 


*Any other material, class notes and announcements will be posted on the virtual campus.
Evaluation
Midterm exam (45%) : The midterm exam will consist of multiple-choice and short-answer questions. It will be held on Wednesday, February 15, 2012. 
Final exam (55%) : The final exam will consist of multiple-choice and short-answer questions. It will be held during the examination period in April. The final exam is not cumulative; it will only evaluate the material covered after the midterm. 

Proposed Schedule and required readings
	Weeks
	Topics + Required readings

	Week 1 
	Introduction
Documentary: The Human Behaviour Experiments

	Week 2 
	What is Social Psychology? 
Research in Social Psychology
- Article 1 – How to be a wise consumer of psychological research
- Article 2 – Human use of human subjects: The problem of deception in social psychological experiments


	Week 3 
	The Self

- Article 13 – The many me’s of the self-monitor
- Article 14 – The measurement of psychological androgyny

	Week 4 
	Social Perception 

- Article 4 – The once-over: Can you trust first impressions?
- Article 5 – The warm-cold variable in first impression of persons
- Article 6 – Indirect detection of deception: Looking for change

	Week 5 
	Social Cognition

- Article 7 – Some systematic biases of everyday judgment
- Article 9 – Lasting false beliefs and their behavioral consequences

	Week 6 
	Mid term exam (45%) – February 15, 2012 

	Week 7 
	Reading week (No class on February 22, 2012)  

	Week 8 
	Attitudes and Attitude Change

- Article 11 – Cognitive consequences of forced compliance
- Article 12 – The origins of cognitive dissonance: Evidence from children and monkeys

	Week 9 
	Social Influence 

- Article 25 – Revisiting the Stanford prison experiment: A lesson in the power of situation
- Article 26 – Behavioral study of obedience

	Week 10 
	Aggression 

- Article 32 – Transmission of aggression through imitation of aggressive models
- Article 33 – School violence and the culture of honor

	Week 11 
	Prosocial Behaviour  

- Article 28 – Nice by nature?
- Article 29 – From Jerusalem to Jericho: A study of situational and dispositional variables in helping behavior
- Article 30 – Comfortably Numb: Desensitizing effects of violent media on helping others

	Week 12 
	Interpersonal Attraction and Close Relationships

- Article 19 – Why I hate beauty
- Article 20 – What is beautiful is good
- Article 23 – “Playing hard to get”: Understanding an elusive phenomenon

	Week 13 
	Prejudice and Discrimination
Group Behaviour

- Article 16 – Unmasking “racial micro aggressions”
- Article 17 – Attitudes vs. actions
- Article 34 – Group decision fiascos continue: Space shuttle Challenger and a revised groupthink framework


	Examination period in April
	FINAL EXAM (55%)
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