PSY 1102 A – Introduction to Applied Psychology

TA Hours: Tuesdays 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM
Last Consult Date: Monday June 11: 9:30 – 11:30 AM

Chapter 4: Nature-Nurture of Psychology

4- Behavioral Genetics
· Twin Studies
· Temperament Studies
· Molecular Genetics

5- Nature & Nurture of Gender
· Identity
· Role

Controversy: 
50% Nature vs. 50% Nurture

Does Nature (heredity/genetics) or Nurture (environment/experience) guide development? 

John Locke (17th C)
· Saw mind at birth as a blank state (TABULA RASA)
· Nurture important (natural selection)

Charles Darwin (1859)
· Theory of evolution
· Nature important

Behaviorism Movement
· Watson and Skinner (Empirical Questions)
· Learned behaviors putting emphasis on nurture

Interactionism (dominant view today)
· An interaction between nature and nurture guiding development 
· To what extent is this behavior hardwired vs. soft wired? 
· Languages we speak is determined by our environment and surroundings 

Genes > DNA > chromosomes > ATGC (codes) > cell > nucleus (contain genetic code)

Human Genome Project

Environment influences whether some genes get turned off or turned on 

Natural Selection
· Only a fraction of the population of species survives and passes on genes, thus not all species reproduce 
· Variations increasing survival and reproduction chances are more likely to be passed on

Mutations: 
· Errors during DNA duplication ex: viruses, radiation, and chemical exposure
· May cause cancer or disease
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Are the source of genetic diversity
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