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What is sociology
Blends the two major influences on western European culture and societies

Soci
Latin word for companion
Ology
Greek for “study of” 

Companion
Com
Among
Panis
Bread or food in latin

“Sociology” becomes the study of those who we eat with

1700’s - Beer accompanied every meal.

Sociology is the study of those who we drink beer with
It is the study of us

Sociology deals with actions or acts, and not behaviours. 

“birthing days”
More Canadians are born Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday
It is a problem

Social Facts
The way people think
Everything is a social fact
Most women reporting they want hospital birth
Physicians are male dominated
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Concept
An idea and how it’s related to other ideas. 
Basic unit of analysis
How we classify and categorize 

Types of concept
Observable – concrete, explicit, direct
You can see, touch, feel, make it happen
Families, friends
Inferable – abstract, suggested by a result
Beliefs, ideas, opinions, goals, groups love
Concepts refers in categories, not action

Social construction reality
Everything we understand
Includes share ideas, but also explains other things in life and how it happens

Restrictive definition of a group
It’s a template
Clearly distinguishes members from non members
We are by nature zenphobic
There must be a distinct idea of what’s important

Most common types of groups
Primary group
Intimate, face to face, contact, cooperation
Social intimacy
Information as defined as information that you have no other way of getting; getting from a person
15-20 range that would make up primary group; one of them died would change your life
Secondary group
Reinforcing
There are limits to how many people can be in our secondary group
People you know or know of ex. Coworkers
Max @ 161
No social intimacy 
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Group
Shared social construction
2 or more person
being able to identify members and non members
Sanctions; you can get kicked out.
Theoretically can meet
Common interests
Members know each other
Mutual support
Primary group
15-20
Secondary group
Max at 161

Reference Group
Group used to assess your own group
Generally inferable 
Basis of comparison, source of information
Observable – this class fashion, fads
Inferable – small =”I” liberals

Dyads
Two people
Triads
Three people most social action occurs in groups of 2 or 3

Larger groupings – crows, audiences. Made up of circulating, mingling, dyads, triads

Social investment for group life is expensive so limits set to manage social resources ; 161

Guys tend to exist in dyads
Women can handle triads

Groups in places (arenas for action)
First places – home, family
Second places – work, school
Third places – recreational, leisure (starbucks)

Sociology only concerned with groups

Normative system

Value emphasis
Includes our thought – ideas, beliefs, attitudes, opinions + norms
Action – what we do, when where, why + sanctions
Conform – rewards ; don’t conform

Values
Abstract (ideational), generalized (some, not all) shared (common), standards (basis of decisions), emotive (evokes strong sense of right; patriotism) commitment (duty), socialization (acquired) honest, hard work, marriage, success, education

Same values in all cultures, societies
Emphasis critical; normative expression varies

Value emphasis reveals differences
Education, respect for elders in Japan, Canada success most in USA; everywhere else varies science technology in developed societies age, life experience more important elsewhere

Norms
Are rules about how to act in situations
a situation involves two or more co presents
norms are situated; values are generalized)
concrete, specific, precise, established by group
norms are 100% social constructions
based on + backed-up by sanctions
group pressure, rewards to conform

Norms always reflect value emphasis
Often as common-place activities
“hand in pockets”  - show of non-aggression
at wedding – confetti, rice, seeds; bubbles
(now metaphor, once literal – fertility)
don’t lie, steal, cheat; work hard, play bills, drive, walk, cycle on right-hand side of road shaking hands, bowing; cutlery settings

Recap
Values – abstract, general, standards
Norms – concrete guidelines; rules

Value Emphasis -> Norms

How value emphasis, norms work
Learned through life-long socialization
Family, school, friends, co-workers
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Late Medieval
Black Plaque (bubonic, pneumonic) 
From china, 09/1347, to Iceland, 12/1347 current guess of death roll: half the world roughly 350 million people in a few months (with no medicine)

Western Europe
Move from farm to village (villains) beginning of end of Feudalism, fewer to work land workers demand wage, autonomy; end of fief-slavery migration accelerates – to towns; growth (new routines, autonomy, control)
First places shared with second, third places (home, work, recreational)

Age of Discovery + Mercantile Capitalism
Surplus started to develop. Larger groups of people started to invest
Exploration, exploitation, colonization in 1600s

Alternative forms of action emerge, c. 1600
Free thought, opinion – Q: why? Why not?
Social change – extent, limits, effect

Thought dominated by social philosophers
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Bodin, Rousseau
new thinking led to new action

The Industrial Revolution c. 1740-1980
family farms, villages abandoned, in droves
massive migration to towns -> cities

farmers become factory labourers
steady, better pay, lifestyle; all family earns
quality of life improves, at first
then deteriorates, quickly
dusk to dawn in damp, dark cramped factories
often 6 ½ or 7 days a week
from age four or five to early death @ ~35

Cities can’t handle migrants
London, 1695: 150,000; 1775: 1.5 million
(sanitation, food, housing, crowding, dysphoria)

Science surges to forefront
rational, logical solutions sought, found
(JETHRO TULL, TURNIPS)

Capitalist, financier, investment class
Forms, explodes, controls, exploits
New problems require new solutions

Auguste Comte 1789-1857
First significant spokesperson for ideas of society

Harriet Martineau – 19th century Comtean
Most of what we know of Comte is from her
(translations, interpretations; accessibility)

Sociologie
More general social science than sociology
Sociologie as positive, not negative
Practical solutions for practical problems
Naturalistic science of society
A workable “reason over reality”

Biological analogy
Society as body; parts make up whole
Systems (cardio, skin) = independent parts
Parts necessarily combine to create whole

Social stability, social dynamics
Social statics, social dynamics
Stability and change; define, explain progress
Foundation of functionalism > study of results
Social equilibrium; societal homeostasis

Positivistic science of society
all good science is empirical
(data: watch, talk; test mathematically) 
ultimately scientistic, not scientific

Scientistic study of society
“workable solutions for everyday problems”
theory, methods as solid basis for resolving

Sociologie as new science of progress

Society progresses through states
Theological – gods rule world (oral)
Metaphysical – written religious codes
Positivistic – scientific progress, answers

Categorization of social topics
What is uniquely social or social relations
Only societal, social explain society, social
Method, approach
Dynamics, statics.
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Herbert Spencer (1820-1903)
Synthetic philosophy  what he called sociology 
Far reaching comprehensiveness 
Based sociology in biology, as did Comte 
Psychology, ethics, philosophy of science 
The Study of Sociology (1873-1896) 
First sociology text
Organization similar to all current texts 
Central concepts:
Society as giant organism 
Parts are separate, specialized 
Inter-dependent, synergistic 
(Whole greater than sum of parts)
Inter-relatedness
Activity of one part effects all other parts 
(Matrix of group membership + role conflict)
Hints at synergism (whole > sum of parts)
Functionality – consequences of one for all 
Social growth, progress 
Primitive to modern civilization 
Long time-frame, selection for fitness 
Social Darwinism – perfection, happiness 
Social growth, progress + integration
Slowly move from lesser to greater integration 
(Integration = strong bonding, sense of “us”)
More and more institutionalization, complexity 
Division of labour is clue to growth, progress 
Homogeneity  heterogeneity
Social progress = ability to handle differences 
Tolerate, encourage for progress 
Internal differentiation 
Reference groups – who do you id with; role models
Groups, roles, statuses, stratification 
Increased definiteness 
(Some social elements standardized, formalized)
Customs, folkways, norms morph into laws

**Similar to Comte; denied reading Comte**






Vilfredo Pareto (1848-1923)
Mixes chemistry + economics, with sociology
Society as a system
Physic-chemical rather than biological 
Members of society are seen molecules 
Drive, interests, sentiments (individuals)
Inter-dependent parts (structures)
Adaptive, adjustive changes (progress)
Major theme – types of action 
Logical action
Empirical, solid, verifiable scientific thinking
Follows from + is verified by facts, data
Action + goal linked by logic, reasoning 
Logic affects actors, consciously or not 
Non-logical action
Most acts based on imaginary or incorrect facts 
Poor or misguided reasoning, unverifiable 
Conclusions or combo of these factors (2+2=9)
Most social constructions based on beliefs (non-logical behaviour  love)
What varies is emphasis 
Values are universal, ever present
Look at value emphasis to understand action 
Social groups defined by value emphasis
Value emphasis way to define, sort groups

Gaetano Mosca
“The Inevitability of Stratification” (1884)
Propositions
Society can’t persist without polity (P&G)
Macro social organization, coordination, control 
Via political, educ, judicial systems, for e.g.
Simple existence of polity means inequalities 
Variations – greater, lesser roles, payoffs 
Leaders get more resources; class structure 
Since human nature is inherently self-serving 
Those with more resources exploit for self-gain
Stratification, if not class, inevitable 
Plays directly into group interests 





Perato – “Circulating of Elites 
Critical social conflict among elites; within elite
Democratic society elites = lions, foxes 
Lions – conservative, self-interests, force
Foxes – liberal, authoritative, persuasive 
Periodically, exchange social leadership
(Assumes democratic electoral system in place)
Weary of leadership role; need to re-energize 
Lions to foxes to lions to foxes to lions to foxes 
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German Social Dialectics

Georg W. F. Hegel
(1770-1831)
idealist philosopher; greater good in future

actors in drama of history
script pre-written, brought to life
ad-lib, but play ends as written

actors express opposing ideals + values
compromise position to be found
social conflict good, efficient

dialectical process
black – white
Grey

New black or white emerges to confront grey
Social conflict produces effective compromise
Process continues, ad infinitum

Karl Marx – not an idealist. Looks at what actually happens
(1818-1883)
arrives @ Heidelberg 1933; young Hegelian
reason + ideas okay; he believes there’s more
power of technology most important
creates classes, defines relationships 
root of life-style, - quality, opportunities

Reality is in world of materiel
Technological ends – factory output

Empirical, scientist
Thoroughly systematic analysis, theorizing

Dialectic of opposing groups
based on relation to materiel – all, none

Bourgeoisie versus proletariat
Class opposition: haves against have-nots
(keep lives short and brutal. Keeping them working)

Lots of resource, lots of income versus few resources, little income

Dialectical materialism
Bourgeoisie
Ruling elite class; own, control materiel

Proletariat
Class of workers, masses, vulgars
With only their own labour to sell

One buyer for labour exploits workers
Labour wage set at subsistence; no choice

Mobility for most is impossible
Stratification system closed; exceptions

For exploited to improve circumstances
Must displace exploiters; suffer until replace
Displacement thus inevitable

Historical record
Exploitation, displacement
Basis for defining historical epochs

Commun-ism is ultimate displacement

working assumptions
all born good
competition makes some bad
(bourgeoisie)
and most miserable
(proletariat)

Property + power
Mode of production – economic system

Bourgeoisie own, control industrial economy
Means of production – factories
Instruments of labour – tools, machinery
Forces of production – research and development; education

Proletariat own only their own labour

One bidder for labour
Exploitation inevitable, expected
Human nature of haves to exploit have nots

Exploitation precludes opportunity
Live according to what bourgeoisie give

Social relations of production
(economic system defines values, norms)
normative contact patterns
exploitation; class conflict; fantasies; stench
existence –short, brutal, nasty lives
politics – state  as instrument of ruling elite
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Bourgeoisie vs. Proletariat
The royal vs. Us

Bourgeoisie can only be born into or married to. 

We will deconstruct. Become commun-ism (socialist revolution)
Take what we need
Return what we don’t need

The social revolution will recycle. Bourgeoisie becomes rebuilt and proletariat’s take over position

Social progress. Evolution of society and human groupings and what he called revolution.  

Epoch:

Tribal (Hunting and Gathering)
No individual leadership
Totally group
Group is homogeneous
Everybody knows how to do everything that is needed

Ancient Society (Slave)
Mostly talking about Greeks
Bourgeoisie is the slave owners

Feudalism (Agro culture)
Villages and Villains
Bourgeoisie has feudal lord

Industrial Revolution (Factory)
Factory production
Technology as we know it

Socialism (Factory)
You’re deconstructing the industrial institution
Becomes fare to everybody

Commun-ism (Any mode of production)
Meant to be good
Everything is equal
Take as needed
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Class and Social Class
Marx
Dichotomous class structure
Relationship to means of production that created for marc class system
Wealthy on top of society, rule, control

Max Weber (1864-1920)
Hates Marx
From the elite class
Not so in Germany c.1900 – Junkers + Jews
Junkers are the upper class (bourgeoisie) in the 1900
No property
No wealth
Only privilege
They had no money still, needed to work.
Owned no technology but was educated
Jews were the social lower class (proletariats) in the 1900
Owned technology
Owned means of production
Socially at the bottom, no social rights
They were the wealthy ones (billionaires of 1900)
Prestige, power as important as property
(prestige and power are just as important as property)

Property – materiel, life chances, opportunity
(factory, wealth; education, skills; contacts)

Prestige – honour, respect role model
Independent-of or source-of property
(“good name” as symbolic property)

Power – ability to get your own way
Independent-of or source-of property
(CEO, mandarin, elected official)
(authority of technocrats, bureaucrats)

Socio-economic Status Operationalization (SES)
Income = Job
Year of Education
1 (no school)
2 (high school graduate)
3 (university degree)
Jobs 
1 (garbage man)
2 (office worker)
3 (ceo)
Income
1 (under country average)
2 (country average)
3 (above country average)
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David Emile Durkheim

Founder of sociology
French, rabbinical heritage, expectations
Precocious, rebellious, impertinent
Converts to Roman Catholicism
(then abandons all religion, only to return College d’Epinal BA (1874), BSc (1875)
Ecole Normale Superiere
(after two misses, finally admitted in 1879)
but, interests had changed from literacy to social

Staunch participant in high-minded
Philosophical debates at Ecole Normale

Univ of Bordeaux – education-to-sociology
Public lectures on sociology (Sat. AM)
First acknowledged sociologist
Sorbonne chair in Sociology (1902)
Science of Education + Sociology (1913)

Sui Generis

Social is unique; only social can explain social 

Socio-structural determinants
Structures of social relations; later: social factors
Human action product of society (group)
Normative orientation is determinant
(group=source of social constructions of reality
society not product of human action
yes: first group, autopoïesis, but not late
but it’s lost in historical time, space
human action reinforces society

individual acts are representations of society
society- individual dialectic most important

acts of group members reflects society
strengths, prevailing normative orientation

social beings
in-and-of society
society in us – via socialization
we act out our lives in society, ala Hegel
past, present, future orientations

On the Division of Labour (1893)
Collective conscience
System: value emphasis, norms, sanctions
Beliefs, sentiments, emotions, symbols
Folkways, customs, beliefs, attitudes, opinions
Social solidarity – cohesive, coherent, collective
Societal evolution
Mechanical solidarity
Assumes normative homogeneity is initial state
Strong, extreme forms of social control
Demands: loyalty to tradition, kinship
Simple division of labour – little specialization
Few fixed roles, statuses (~gender, ~age)
(almost) no tolerance of individuality
organic solidarity
general normative homogeneity, co-operation
inter-dependent, highly specialized
many roles, statuses held by each member
complex division of labour, varying loyalties
tolerance of individuality – sub-cultures
(similar to biological analogy used by Comte)
Group Dominance Promotes
Role Matrix, Conflicts, Inequality (Mosca)

Rules of Sociological Method (1895)
Social facts
Distinct social phenomena
Influence: external to individual – group level
Includes social perceptions, constructions
(fairies, demons, ghosts, UFO’s)
endure across generations
based in value emphasis: right, wrong; good, bad
distinct activities, specific action
“power of coercion by reason”
good for group, good for individual
if group flourishes, so do its members

social construction of reality
sets limits of social activities – norms, sanctions
promotes conformity, social balance, harmony
Mechanisms of social regulation

Conditional effectiveness
Effective to extent we internalize social system 
Internalization typically very, very high
Still, social facts exist independent of individuals
Moral (normative) obligation to obey

Definition of society
Beyond us, in us
We are of-and-in society
Emphasizes role of social facts, socialization
External influences, social perceptions
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Suicide (1897)
Relationship of society & individual

Assumption
Individual propensities or wants insatiable
(natural state: individual want more; chaotic)
requires social regulation to keep in check

society, group as regulative force on individual (regulative force: social mediation, restraint)

same role for moral or social needs
(as organism plays for physical needs)

if social control fails, individuals on own…

anomie
perceived state of normlessness
underscores concern with order & dis-order

research study 
rates or occurrences of suicide
sociology does not care about who, but rates.
Wants to know how often people commit suicide
Comparative analysis of social structures

Four Types of Suicide

Anomic
(normless suicide)
actual or perceived breakdown norm system
despair, futility, hopelessness
no support system(s) to mediate
they tend to be isolated to a large degree
(family, friends, social services, religion)
less social integration, more suicide

egotistic suicide
strong value emphasis, weak integration
overpowering sense of personal responsibility
tragedy, death of significant other (reference group)

altruistic suicide
strong values, strong integration
de-emphasis of individual, subordination to group
heavy, traditional emphasis on primary group
(hari-kari, ceremonial suicide, kamikaze pilots)

fatalistic suicide
maybe: “going to die anyway, why not now”
does not mean helping commit suicide
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Elementary Forms of Religious Life (1912)
Constraints that explain suicide are real
Social (normative) regulations (law)
(social regulation: support, mediation)
social facts, collective conscience, conformity

society must be present in individual (in, of)
achieved via socialization process
creates moral obligation to conform 
makes possible integration, societal order

religion is glue that holds society together
what would be the effect of a loss of faith?
What if glue gave way, broke?

Religion is common devotion to sacred
Profane vs sacred are assigned categories
Different religions, different assignments
Social constructions

Religions help distract
From everyday life + problems; alienation
Provide: ethical + communal focus

Religious groups are organized ‘round devotion’
(worship common sacred symbols, objects)
symbols have socially assigned meaning (crucifix)

religion as a social construction
(doesn’t preclude “word of gawd, gawd’s method)

RELIGIOUS OBJECTS PROJECT
THE ESSENCE OF A SOCIETY AND A CULTURE

Religion is a social fat

Worshipping “god” is celebrating society
(“a power that transcends existence and must 
be assigned sacred status to be visualized”)

if religion disappears, no problem
a civic morality will emerge that
recognizes dependence on society, directly
not through religion

religion is expression of social solidarity
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