Sentencing alternatives
True/False: probation can't be attached to a sentence that exceeds two years

Who is a high/low risk for breaching conditions:
High Risk
· young, jobless males (15-24 years old)
· low income
· prior criminal record
· history of instability
Low Risk
· females with stable marriages or relationships
· high education
· employed

What is the dual role of probation officers?
- Help reintegrate them into society, getting the help they need, rehabilitation, treatment
- enforcer, ensuring that individual is following all the rules and conditions

how is this conflicting?
Trying to develop a rapport with you but are the same person that is responsible for sending you back to jail


Intensive Supervision Probation
Supervision is: 
Extensive: has a reduced case load and can focus more on the individual; see the person many time during the week and the officer goes to their job and talks to family and friends
Focused: drug use, abiding by curfew, getting a job
Pervasive: happening all the time, can have a random drug test, curfew checks
Graduated: as they continue to do well, it gradually gets more and more lenient until regular form of probation
Strictly enforced: happens certain and swiftly, go to jail
Coordinated: many diff. Resources working together in partnership

Problems: net widening – increased
· people have so many conditions, that a breach can land them in jail, inadvertently, are sending more people in jail, despite it's initial goal to reduce the number

Evaluation of Intensive Supervision Probation
· geared towards medium-risk offenders who should neither be placed on routine probation nor sent to prison
· increased supervision has resulted in higher arrest and imprisonment rates than for regular probationers resulting in increased costs
·  ISP works if it is in conjunction with rehabilitation programs


What is a Conditional Sentence?
Created by Bill C-41 – 1996
· Jail sentence served in the community
· doesn't need to be same length as period of incarceration (1yr CS, 6 months jail term)

 Imposed where:
· criminal code does not set a minimum prison term
· court imposes sentence of less than 2 years
· sentence would not endanger the safety of the community and would be consistent with the fundamental principles of sentencing
·  mandatory and optional conditions – breach = jail
·  average length: 8 months


The Conditional Sentence: Effective or not?
· Steady increase in use
· popular among judges and controversial amongst society

What are the advantages and disadvantages of conditional sentencing for:
The criminal justice system
Advantage:
· less people in jail
· save money
· community service = positive use
Disadvantage:
· negative controversy; society sees the system in a negative way
· no trust that justice is being served
· difficult to monitor offender in the community
· net widening
· no specific deterrent

 The offender
Advantage:
· no jail time, living comfortably in the home
· can maintain their job and other networks with friends and family
· no stigmatization
· more counselling and drug treatment available
Disadvantage:
· have a criminal record
· a lot of temptation to break conditions; surrounded by different influences
· community could have a negative attitude towards the offender

The victim:
Advantage:
· content to see them actually serving their sentence
· family member = offender, can help rebuild relationships
· for certain offences, jail time can seem too harsh
Disadvantages:
· expectation of jail time and removal from society
· cause more emotional distress
· higher chance of re-offending, victims = scared for safety
· no closure
· [bookmark: _GoBack]takes away her trust of the criminal justice system



