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From Guest Lecture, know: Access to Justice, grassroots, key components of sexual assault center (e.g. survivor based)
· Framing wife assault as a social problem is a recent issue
· It used to be accepted that men needed to control and discipline their wives
· British commonwealth made a rule that men could not beat their wives with a stick thicker than their thumb; so some discipline is ok, but don’t go overboard
· If it was not accepted/regulated somehow, then it was largely ignored
· Whatever happened in the home was outside the control of the state
· In the 1800s & early 1900s, discourse is about men, and is associated with alcohol and drinking problems
· early feminists often in favour of prohibition
· Women did get a measure of support, especially a good woman (modest, good mother, not promiscuous, etc.)
· During WWII, women entered the workforce and created a disruption of power
· In the 40s, 50s, 60s, conversation turns to what is wrong with the woman
· What is she doing to deserve being abused
· If they stay, well then, they must like it
· Physical abuse was not considered grounds for divorce
· Police rarely laid charges
· Women fought back, but they could not turn to the Criminal Justice System
Types of Wife Assault
1. Physical
2. Sexual 
3. Psychological/Emotional
· Wears the victim down
· Seen as a primer for physical abuse
· Accusations of infidelity
· Controlling/isolating
· Taunting about inadequacies /putting her down/calling names
· Threats of violence/suicide/murder
· Isolation 
4. Economic
· Controlling a woman’s money 
5. Intimidation
· Harms pets, rip up photos, hitting a wall, etc. 
· A type of threat

Cycle of Violence 
*Note: wife assault is a recurring cycle, not a single incident of violence 
· Tension Building
· The assaulter becomes moody, irritable, silent/sullen, isolates the abused, withdraws affection, name calling, blaming, etc.
· The abused tries to fix it by nurturing, taking care of kids, doing things to please him, withdraws, etc. 
· Abusive Incident 
· The actual violence, psychological abuse, etc. 
· Abused tries to reason, withdraws, thinks about leaving, may call police
· Honeymoon
· The abuser apologizes, promises it will never happen again, pledges love, etc. 
· “I can’t help myself, I need you to help me”
· Women’s caring nature can make them vulnerable to this
Effects of Living Abuse
Women: Super sensitized to the environment (always on guard; know when something is coming); self-trivialization (start to believe the insults thrown at you); feeling helpless/tired/lack of energy; social withdrawal; suicide; fear 
Children: behaviour problems, lower social competencies, self-blame, sleep disorders, eating disorders, strong gender role identification
Competing and Complementary Explanations
Psychology:
· Why do women not leave? – Battered Women’s Syndrome (Lenore Walker)
· In the cycle of abuse, women develop a learned helplessness, have few options, they feel powerless, paralyzed by fear, super sensitized to the environment & can tell when something is going to happen
· The problem with this is that it puts too much responsibility on the woman
· Usually, women do not leave because they are afraid
Sociological:
· Why does he abuse her? – Psycho/Social Context
· Men who abuse tend to have jealousy/control issues, external locus of control (e.g. the booze), have traditional sexual expectations, some correlation to childhood abuse
· We have traditional gender roles in today’s society (men are strong and powerful, women are caretakers, good wife and mother)
Life After Billy (movie)
· 1982 Nova Scotia – hometown of Billy Stafford 
1. How can we understand what happened to Jane?
· Reporter asks if she cried out. Seems to say that she should have done more to resist, but didn’t ask why he was doing it to her
2. How did she resist (or attempt to)?
· Tried to resist more to help her kids than to help herself 
· She may have tried to tell someone, but everyone knew what was happening
· Encouraged her kids to stay away
· Compliance 
3. Did she have a choice?
· If she left, he threatened to kill her family 
· Everyone knew that she was being abused, but everyone else was scared with him too
· Even if he gets arrested and goes to jail, he would be released eventually
4. Did she have access to justice? (think guest lecture)
· She would not have been able to leave in the same or a better condition
Response to the Problem of Wife Battery
· Grassroots
· Shelters 
· Go from being immediate response to get women out, to being more of a solution
· Why should the victims be the ones that are forced to leave?
· Counselling, Support, Education
· Advocacy 
· Letting people know they are not alone; advocating legal changes 
· Legislation
· Changes in Canadian Evidence Act
· You were not obliged to give evidence against someone you were married to
· Now you can be obliged to give evidence against them, so women who would change their mind about testifying could get charged with contempt
· Changes in Criminal Code 
· Police may show up and see a woman all bruised, but they could not charge the guy because they had to see the assault take place
· Women had to be pretty hurt to get a charge
· Police Practices
· Mandatory Charging
· If it is clear an assault has taken place and then leave, it reinforces the violence because if there was something wrong the police would have done something
· Mandatory charging sends the message that it is not acceptable 
· Not the way it always happens
· Negative: takes the power out of the woman’s hands, and she may not even want him to be arrested 
· Attitudinal Shifts
· The attitude that domestic violence was not real police work
· Domestic cases can be dangerous for cops
· Courts
· Domestic Violence Courts: 
· Early Intervention (diversion program)
· First violent offence 
· No weapons or injury involved
· The victim agrees
· If they plead guilty, and agree to go through the program, upon successful completion can mean a discharge and probation
· Coordination and Aggressive Prosecution
· Attempt to minimize stress and time 
· i.e. special court with trained and consistent personnel
· offer support
· Criminal Justice Response 
· Battered Women’s Defence (91)
· Self-defence based on the Battered Women’s Syndrome
· A woman gets sensitized to the abuse, knows when a violent episode is come, and takes measures to prevent it from happening because she cannot conceptualize any other reasonable options
· A psychological diagnosis
· Successful very rarely; need to be the perfect victim
· Self-Defence based on Duress (R v Ryan, 2011)
· The idea that you have no choice (usually in Canada duress cannot be used for murder/attempted murder), but this case was successful
· She moves away when the husband threatens her daughter, she is a teacher, has her own house, etc. 
· He harasses her, knows her schedule, she gets a restraining order, etc. But nothing is deterring him
· She tries to hire someone to kill him (ends up being an undercover RCMP Officer)
· Problems with State Response
· Dis-empowers women 
· No choice in whether or not charges will be laid
· Inadequate protection for women
· Discrepancy between policy and practice 
· Judiciary
· Policing 
· Not desired intervention
· Women want the violence to stop, they do not necessarily want them to go to jail
Aboriginal Women
*High rates of wife assault 
Some Unique Challenges: 
· Disclosing abuse
· Small communities, everyone is close
· You could try to tell someone, but they don’t want word to get around
· Loss of children
· Afraid of losing their kids
· Access to shelters
· Are often very poor
· Often have to travel far to get to a shelter, and don’t have the means to get there
· When they do get to shelters, they are not culturally sensitive 

· Criminal Justice System
· Cultural appropriateness 
· Officers are not sensitive to their culture, do not know how to handle the situation
· Access 
· Especially up in the North where it is kind of isolated, it can take some time for the RCMP to get there
· Institutional racism against First Nations Victims
** MIDTERM **
· Videos, readings, lectures, and guest lectures
· 2 hrs long
· Format: 
· Choose 9 of 10 short answer/point form questions (4 marks each = 36)
· 1 essay question (19 marks)
Sample Questions 
· Intimidation is one type of wife abuse.  Identify and provide examples of four other types of wife abuse. 
· According to Chapter 7 in Violence Against Women in Canada, describe four of the benefits for victims in restorative justice initiatives that are not typically found in more formal legal processes.
· One axis of resistance is everyday/exceptional.  Identify one other axis of resistance and provide an example of both components from any of the videos shown in class. 

· A recurring theme of the course has been the importance of recognizing women’s resistance to the social and interpersonal dynamics that would oppress them while at the same time remaining aware that a woman’s capacity to resist (and the strategies that they employ) is necessarily conditioned by their particular social/personal location.  Define resistance and explain the three axis of resistance presented in class.  Extensively illustrate each axis using course material.  Be sure to examine how these acts are conditioned by the broader social-economic-political context and personal characteristics (i.e. how does class, gender, recalization, geographic location, etc. Shape the strategies of resistance). 

