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Lecture 8
The First Social Differentiation: Gender
· Gender Matters
· Gender differentiation
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Gender socialization
· Gender roles
· Gender identity
· Gender stereotypes
· Short (thinking) assignment:
· According to prevailing gender stereotypes, what characteristics are associated with men? With women?
· Men: strong, rational, dominant, independent, don’t care for (their own) appearance
· Women: weak, emotional, nurturing, dependant, care for (their own) appearance
· Are these characteristics natural or cultural?
· Three societies in New Guinea:
· Arapesh
· Both gender were responsive, co-operative, gentle and sensitive to others
· Mundugumor
· Both genders were selfish, violent and aggressive, seeking power and position
· Tchambuli
· Like our own but… female were dominant, impersonal, and rational (managerial)
· Males were submissive, les responsible, more emotionally dependant, and nurturing towards children
· Sex, Gender, and Sexism
· Sex:
· The biological and anatomical differences between males and females
· Boys and girls
· What you have between your legs
· Gender:
· The culturally and socially constructed differences between males and females found in the meanings, and beliefs, and practices associated with femininity and masculinity
· Men and women
· What you have between your ears
· Sexism:
· The subordination of one sex, usually female, based on the assumed superiority of the other sex

· Language and Gender
· Ignores women by using the masculine gender to refer to human beings in general
· Man/mankind are used generically to include men and women
· Attempts to introduce more inclusive language (firefighter/fireman, chairperson/chairman) have been met with resistance
· Nouns and pronouns show the gender of the person we expect to be in a particular occupation
· Nurses, secretaries, schoolteachers are referred as she. Soctors, engineers, scientists as he
· Words have gender positive/negative connotations
· + when relating to ♂ power, prestige, leadership; when related to ♀: weakness, inferiority, immaturity 
· Thinking of women in sexual terms reinforces the notion that they are sexual objects
· In Norwegian, the one word, kjonn, is used for both sex and gender
· According to the text, many North American aboriginal languages don’t have words for gender…
· Is sociological knowledge gender-neutral?
· Polygamy: a marriage in which a husband has more than one wife
· Polygyny: many wives sharing the same husband… [feminist reversal of the ‘male’ concept of polygamy]
· Bias: attribution of agency (to husband or wives?); relies of the gender of the observer
· Gender and Occupations
· In 1901, women made 13% of Canada’s paid workforce, and earned 50% of men’s income
· In 2000, 70% of women, and 74% of men, were active in the Canadian labour force
· Gender rituals: the bachelor party and the bridal shower 
· Rite of passage: a ritual that marks a change in a person’s social status
· Childbirth, puberty, graduation, getting a driver’s license, wedding, having a baby, buying a house, death…
· Bridal shower
· Birth and celebration of a new life
· Gain of a new social status
· Inclusion of the bride-to-be in a new social group: married women
· Bachelor party
· Death and celebration of the current life
· Loss of a valued social status
· Violent exclusion of the groom-tobe from the current group
· PS: in French, the bachelor party is called “enterrement de vie de garcon”, which literally means “burial/funeral of the life as a bachelor”…
· Couples touching each other: addendum
· Touching in coffee houses in Puerto Rico, France, USA, and England (during one hour):
· Puerto Ricans: 180
· French: 110
· Americans: 2
· English: none…

