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Lecture 4

Culture(s): What is Culture? What is it Made of?
· Culture includes:
· The knowledge, language, values, customs, and material objects that are passed from person to person and from one generation to the next (textbook)
· Culture shock:
· Personal disorientation that comes from encountering an unfamiliar way of life
· No cultural trait is inherently “natural” to humanity:
· What is natural to our species is the capacity to create and learn cultural traits
· Components of culture:
· Symbols
· Language
· Values
· Norms
· Material objects
· Symbols
· Anything that meaningfully represents something else to others: words, numbers, pictures, colours, gestures, facial expressions, etc.
· Example: D-O-G
· Insider/Outsider
· Culture shock in Brindisi…
· Symbolic gestures, hand gestures, showing soles of shoes (disrespectful)
· Symbolic Meanings: conflict and change
· Vary even with a single society
· The summer
· Change over time
· Blue jeans, meant working class before, now popular everywhere
· On the Origins of Blue Jeans
· Genoa
· -> Gênes (in French)
· -> Jeans
· Language
· Set of symbols that express idea and enable people to think and communicate with one another (textbook)
· The keystone to human culture
· Language and the social construction of reality
· Does language shape reality?
· Anthropologists Edward Sapir and Benjamin Whorf:
· Each language has words or expressions with no precise counterparts in other tongues
· All languages fuse symbols with distinctive emotions
· The Sapir-Whorf hypnosis: language shapes how we think, perceive and thus experience the world
· we know the world only in the terms of the language we speak
· ex. The Inuit have many different words (23-54) to designate various kinds of snow
· New Caledonians know only four different colours: red, green, black and white
· Gauchos of Argentina: 200 different colours of horses
· Koya of South India: no distinction between snow, fog and dew but seven types of bamboo
· Dugum Dani of New Guinea: 70 different words for sweet potato
· Filipinos: 92 different words for different kinds of rice
· Natives in the highlands of Guatemala: over 100 words for different kinds of corn
· The Arabic language is said to contain 1000 different expressions for sword
· Values and norms
· Values:
· Collective ideas about what is right or wrong, good or bad, and desirable or undesirable
· Provide the criteria for evaluating people, objects and events
· Norms:
· Established rules of behaviour or standards of conduct
· May be formal or informal, consistent of folkways, mores, taboos, laws
· Material Objects
· The tangible things created by members of society; the artifacts, tools, and technology we develop and use
· We live in a world of things that people have made
· Almost everything we do involves relations to the things we have made
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Almost all of our interactions with other people are mediated thorough objects of one kind or another
· The speed bump
· “slow down so as not to endanger children”
· “slow down and protect your car’s suspension”
· In France: “Gendarme couché” (“Sleeping Policeman”)
· Ethnocentrism
· From the latin centrum (centre), and the Greek ethnos (people): to be centered on its own people
· An alternative: cultural relativism
