SOC1101A

Lecture 5

The Socialization Process: From the Cradle to the Grave…
· Socialization
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The lifelong process through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society (textbook)
· Functions of Socialization
· To ensure the survival and stability of society
· To ensure the individuals survival and development: personality and sense of self
· Socialization and Cultural Diversity
· The Netsilik people
· Keep their kids on the mothers back, facing towards the world
· Determining ‘national characters’
· Caudill, W., Weinstein, H. (1969), “Maternal care and infant behaviour in Japan and America”, Psychiatry, Vol. 32 No.1, pp.12-43
· As early as 3 or 4 months of age, infants have already acquire some of the behaviours that conform to their own culture…
· More on socialization and cultural diversity
· Babies: http://www.focusfeatures.com/babies 
· Agents of Socialization
· The persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know in order to participate in society (textbook)
· Main groups of agents of socialization:
· Family
· Peers groups
· Media
· School
· The most basic and foundational agent: The Family
· Kids think their parents are godly; ruler of the universe
· Begin to learn that they aren’t
· Attending it for 20 years: The School
· Enlarging children’s social world, and introducing them to social diversity
· Formal curriculum… hidden curriculum
· Introduction to the impersonal functioning of large organizations
· Newfound freedom… and new demands for conformity: The Peer Group
· We don’t choose our family but we can choose who we hang out with…
· They influence you
· Talk to them about things you can’t talk to your parents about
· Peer groups want a great deal of conformity
· peer pressure
· we must gain acceptance from our peers by conforming


· The Mass Media
· By 2001, 99.2% of Canadian households had colour TV, 91.5% VCRs, 19.8% DVD players, 68.3% had cable TV
· Statcan, 2002
· Canada has the second highest rate of TV ownership among the industrial countries (72 TVs per 100 people; USE: 84)
· The average Canadian watches 21 hours of TV per week; children about 14 hours per week
· Can have good effects: documentaries and other shows can introduce people to things they did not have knowledge on before
· Controversies:
· Media determinism…
· “The Medium is the message” – Marshall McLuhan
· TV viewing would make children more passive and less likely to use their imagination
· Shaping our ideas in distorted or unrealistic ways:
· Portrayal of minorities
· Cell phone users do not value face-to-face interaction
· TV viewing makes you passive and you don’t use your imagination as much
· Sex and violence!
· An 18 year old watching 28 hours of TV a week has already seen:
· 16 000 simulated murders!
· 200 000 acts of violence!
· Questions:
· Do mass media socialize young people into omitting violence? Into being desensitized to violence or the pain of others?
· .. or does it provide a safe outlet for pent-up hostile emotions?
· Do TV viewers turn to TV for relief or instruction?
· Do kids resort to video action to get material out of their minds… or to put things into them?
· Who the frigg knows…








1st Midterm Review
Where, When, What:
· Where: right here!
· Time: starts at 13:00, ends at 16:00
· Bring: your student ID card (and pens, but no pencils)…
This test consists of three parts:
· Part A: Multiple-choice questions (20 points)
· Twenty questions, one point each:
· The sociological perspective: theory and methods: 10
· Culture: 7
· Socialization: 3
· Basic facts and concept application
· Write down your answers in the booklet
1. A)
2. The sociological perspective is unique because: D
· Part B: Conceptual definitions (35 points)
· Choice of eight questions: you answer seven of them (five points each):
· The sociological perspective: 
· theory and methods: 5
· Culture: 2
· Socialization: 1
· Concept definition. Where required, examples
· Length: approximately one half to one full page (double spaced)
· Samples:
· What is a prejudice and what is a stereotype? How are they related? Provide one example of each concept.
· What is the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis? Illustrate with an example
· Part C: short answer questions (45 points)
· Choice of four questions: you answer three of them (fifteen points each)
· The sociological perspective:
· Theory and methods: 3
· Culture: 1
· Questions of comprehensive and critical understanding. Where required, examples
· Length: approximately one or two
· Sample:
· List the main assumptions of the functionalist, conflict, feminist, and symbolic interactionist perspectives about society. Using one or many examples, describe how each perspective would view a contemporary issue.
· 3 marks for the assumptions
· 3 marks for examples

