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The Sociological Inquiry: The fallacies of Common Sense, and The Principles of Sociological Research
· Common Sense
· Women are more likely to be assaulted than men
· Rates of murder and other violent crimes have steadily increased over the past twenty years
· Most sexual assaults and rapes are committed by strangers
· Living together before marriage increases the likelihood of having a stable marriage
· NOT!!
· The fact that a belief is widespread among the population, doesn’t make it true
· Hard to refute
· Based on rudimentary reasoning
· Not universally accepted
· False Obviousness
· Paul Lazarsfeld and R.K. Merton’s “The American Soldier” (1949)
· Lazarsfeld: Austrian born American sociologist (1901-1976). Created the Bureau for Applied Social Research
· “The American Soldier”
· (1) Soldiers from the southern US handled the hot climate of the pacific islands better than the soldiers from the northern US
· (2) The morale of soldiers from the countryside was better than that of soldiers from the cities
· (3) The desire of soldiers to be brought back home was stronger during combat and hostilities than it was after the German surrender and the end of the war
· ALL FALSE!
· Lesson to be Drawn:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The only evident thing is that we have to be suspicious of self-evident statements
· Prejudices and Stereotypes
· Prejudices, from the latin prae (before, pre-) and judicium (judgement): a pre-judgement
· Stereotypes, from stereos(solid); overgeneralizations about the appearance, behaviour, mindset, or other characteristics of members of particular groups:
· Guys with long hair…
· Weed smokers, wife beaters, sells weed
· Natives…
· Men…
· Not nurturing, have to be strong, drink beer, watch/love sports, stronger, better/natural leaders, more rational, reasonable, active, aggressive
· Women…
· Sweet, nurturing, emotional, passive, soft
· Canadians…
· Nice, polite
· Americans…
· Aggressive, rude
· The Principles of Sociological Research
· The Scientific Method
· (1) Select an formulate a research question
· (2) Review relevant literature
· (3) select appropriate research design
· (4) collect data
· (5) analyze the date, draw conclusions, and report the findings 
· Stimulating Curiosity
· Cultivating oneself
· Traveling
· Traveling abroad make you realize how lucky you are to be in Canada
· Things you take granted here, isn’t taken granted for elsewhere
· Social change/social crisis
· Critical Outlook
· To criticize, from the Greek krinô (to separate, to distinguish); to sort things out
· To cultivate doubt, to put things into question
· Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
