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THE JULIAN AND CLAUDIAN DYNASTIES

· Augustus died in A.D. 14
· He regarded the principate not as a temporary arrangement which must end with his own life, but as a permanent institution; and he intended his power to be hereditary
· Because his healthy was not strong and he had many illnesses, he was careful during his whole reign to keep beside him some one person, whom he himself treated as his heir and signalized as such by admitting him with the inviolability of a tribune. 
· The first of these was his nephew Marcellus who married the emperor’s daughter Julia; but he was a sickly youth and died in 23 BC. 
· His next heir and intended successor was Agrippa, who married Julia after the death of Marcellus
· Augustus was obliged, against his own will and under the influence of his wife Livia, to adopt the only member of his family who was fit to undertake the burden of government. This was Tiberius Claudius Nero, the son of Livia by her first husband
· The personal authority of Augustus and the universal feeling that the existence of the principate was indispensable for the maintenance of peace and order, made it possible for Tiberius to take over the reins of government without dispute
· The army recognized him as emperor and swore allegiance to him immediately after the death of Augustus; and later the Senate conferred on him all the special powers which had made Augustus master of the state
· From this time down to the suicide of Nero, the throne was occupied by members of the Claudian house, the first two of whom were adopted into the family of the Julii
· The transference of power from one member this family to another, have been described by Tacitus, the last great Roman historian, in his Annals. 
· His histories depict the fall of that power and the time of confusion which ended in the elecation of another family, the Flavii, who were not even distantly related to Augustus. 
· The genius of Tacitus is wonderful and his penetration into the minds of the different rulers and those who stood around the throne is profound. 
· The successors of Augustus all felt that they were rulers, not because of their own virtues or services to the country, but simply as the inheritors of the popularity, authority and divinity of Augustus. 
· Tiberius was competent general of the old Roman type- strict, methodical and sincerely devoted to his country; and he showed the same virtues as a statesman and ruler. But he lacked the creative energy which inspired every action of his predecessor; nor did he possess the remarkable power of Augustus to get on with other men, to fascinate them, to make them serve him, and also to choose out of the best brains for his ervice
· Caligula succeeded Tiberius and reigned from A.D. 37 to 41
· The son of Germanicus
· Claudius followed his nephew Caligula and reigned from A.D. 41-54; his father Drusus, the brother of Tiberius, died in the reign of Augustus.
· He never belonged to the Julian family, and had no expectation of succeeding to the throne. But when a few conspirators had made a violent end of Caligula, the praeotrian gaurd proclaimed Claudius emperor. 
· Nero, the last emperor related to Augustus, reigned from A.D. 54-68.
· His mother was Agrippina, daughter of Germanicus and second wife of Claudius.
· Neroy was her son by her first marriage to Cnaeus Domitius Ahenobarbus. 
· He had great natural gifts and a strangely mixed character. His succession was also irregular: it was brought about by his mother’s boundless ambition and her crime- for she poisoned Claudius. In order to retain his power he was compelled to trample on the corpses of his half-brother and his mother. 
· The chief anxiety of all the emperors in the first century was the senate restored to power
· All these emperors feared not only their personal rivals but also the attempts of the Senate to reassert itself.


· The opposition of Tiberius knew that he was unwilling to pass over his son Drusus in favor of Germanicus whom he had been obliged to adopt, and therefore they praised up Germanicus, who was a general favorite, till they made him out more than human. 
· The wife and children of Germanicus and also the people of Rome, were convinced that he was the victim of a crime engineered by Tiberius and Lavia 
· The one man who he trusted was Sejanus, the praefect of the praetorian guard. He left as his representatives at Rome. 
· Sejanus became the virtual ruler of the city. 
· He hoped himself to succeed Tiberius. 
· There followed a long series of dark and horrible crimes- the murder of Drussus, poisoned by his wife whom Sejanus had seduced; the destruction of Agrippina’s children. 
· Finally the discovery that Sejanus was plotting against the emperor, and his execution, followed by a period of gloom and horror which carried off guilty and innocent alike


· The madman Caligula lived in constant dread of plots, and destroyed without mercy every one whom he feared. 
· He went so far that the people of Rome were actually disgusted
· He demanded divine honours and declared himself to be not merely princeps, but ‘lord and god’ (dominus et dues), and aroused the anger of his people by introducing Hellenistic customs at his court. He formed them as his wife and goddess. 


· The same atmosphere surrounded Claudius. 
· During the first 5 years of his reign he was a mere puppet, in the hands of Messalina, his frivolous and corrupt wife. 
· He ended up becoming a puppet in the hands of another imperious woman, his niece Agrippina, whos only motive for marrying him was that she might dispatch him to a better world and set her son, the young Nero, on the empty throne
· Nero begins with the murder of Britanicus 
· His second crime is the dastardly murder of his mother
· A reign of terror follows and the massacre of all whom Nero suspects to be out of sympathy with himself and his methods of government. 
· The participate is still formidably but now it excites feelings of disgust and horror
· Nero never showed his face to the armies in his provinces and the legions were disaffected
· An armed rebellion against the emperor broke out in Gaul.
· The rebels were willing to put in his place any one who would follow in the footsteps of Augustus- preserving the form of constitution devised by Augustus, and acting within the limits of the constitution as a princeps.
· The standard of rebellion was raised by Vindex in Gaul.
· The legions in Germany, understanding that the movement was aimed not at Nero but at Rome, suppressed it; but even they did not wish that Nero should go on reigning.
· The emperor was forced to at last commit suicide. 

1) Verginius Rufus, commander of the legions in Germany, refused to reign,
2) Galba was proclaimed emperor by the army in Spain, 
3) but when he came home, the praetorians, fearing the loss of their priviliges, made away with him and placed Otho on the throne
4) the legions in Germany rebelled and raised Vitellius to power. He marched on Rome and conquered the praetorians on the plains of North Italy. 
5) A fourth candidate appeared on the field- T. Flavius Vespasianus, put forward by the armies in the East. The army of the Danube declared for him and overthrew Vitellius

· So A.D. 69, the year of the four emperors, came to an end. 
· This triumph of the principate as an institution found expression in a law specially proposed by Vespasian, and accepted by the Senate- the lex de imperio Vespasiani, or law to define Vespasian’s powers. 
· It was the first attempt to define in writing the relations between the princeps and the state
· Thus the  year of the four emperors as the year A.D. 69 was the re-establishment of the participate as devised by Augustus


· The same policy of defense on the borders was consistently carried out by Tiberius
· It aimed at creating a strong military frontier, with a chain of legions and auxiliary forces, at all times capable of attack as well of defence. 
· The diplomacy of Tiberius sowed discord between the tribes
· In the north Claudius began the conquest of Britain with the intention of including all the Celtic peoples in the Roman Empire
· In the east the task of the Roman emperors here was to strengthen the Euphrates frontier
· This was done to introduce uniformity and order ino the organization of Roman possessions in Asia Minor and Syria
· Both these countries were by degrees entirely converted into a series of Roman provinces
· Africa athe main object was the security of the forniter in the Roman provinces of Africa and Numidia, and in Mauretania (now Morocco). 
· The work done by the emperors in regulating the government of the provinces, both imperial and senatorial and especially the latter, was highly important. For one thing the personal control of the ruler by means of his financial agents was strengthened. 
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