Thomas Hobbes: The State of Nature and the Basis of Society
Thomas Hobbes was writing in the 1650s during the period of time where the three ways that we come to know are in conflict with each other. There are differences between religion, philosophy, and sciences that form who we are.

· Religion: What we know about our religion is based solely on faith which is the unquestioning character of men. It states that we do not know, but we do not care. 

· Philosophy: Because religion requires faith, philosophical thoughts question why we do not question. We can think for ourselves and we can reason, therefore we should be questioning religion. 
· Science: There must be proof and science can provide it. If there is proof that a god exists, then religion exists. Science allows us to obtain answers in a more direct manner.
Even though they are different, they are not reconcilable and are not as far off as some may think. 

Hobbes wrote the book Leviathan (1651) which is about survival in the government. Hobbes states that humans are self-obsessed, aggressive, and untrustworthy. If there is no kind of authority supervising them, they find nothing but grief in the company of each other.
The ability to know comes from reason which is the way you figure things out. You must be able to think in a particular manner (logical thinking/ratiocination), this is crucial. Using methods or means to reason (addition and subtraction) is the only way you can come to reckon (to know or understand the problem). 
Math formulas are always constant which allows for the result to always be constant as well; therefore, you must tie your thinking to scientific thinking. If you don’t, you will end up with an absurd conclusion. Scientific thinking increases the capacity that we can use to understand the world. 
During Hobbes’s study:
· There was a lot of conflict between the King (monarch) and parliament over the interests of the people.

· There was also conflict between the Protestants and the Catholics (old religion and new religion).

· England was in a constant state of war against other nations. There was a lot of geo-politics going on (conquering other nations and ruling over them).

The state of nature is Hobbes’s starting point where he introduces the problem and then later the solution: a monarchical government. This state is fictitious, but Hobbes and even John Locke believe that it is real, though they did not provide any examples.

Hobbes states that men are created virtually equal (not completely, but extremely close) in body and in mind. Their differences are so minimal that they don’t need to be considered. This means that everyone can essentially get all the same things by working. This gives people hope because they can do alike. Hope is what gives people direction and a place to go.

Men are driven by two desires:
· Happiness: Everyone wants this and wants to increase this, but happiness is not static, it is a process. What makes you happy now may not make you happy later. You will be disappointed and never satisfied because you are constantly going against your own terms. 
· Power: This is “perpetual and restless.” Power is the ability to do (need, want, and increase in number). More and more power is wanted due to greed. Hobbes believes that this is the capacity of capabilities to get things done.
The laws of nature are the rules that tell us how we live in the state of nature. They are eternal (forever) and immutable (cannot be changed). These laws are not divine laws because they came out of man’s ability to think and reason. Hobbes presupposes that men can and are willing to think.
Men are never going to do anything that goes against or harms himself. Each man does what is in his best interest (you come first, everyone else comes second). This mentality creates a problem. If everyone is interested in their own well-being, everyone has the same two desires, and everyone is created equal then there will be conflict. One must be able to think (reason) in order to see this.
The state of nature is a state of uncertainty. Things such as security, order, and clothes are all taken for granted and therefore, they are no longer guaranteed. The reason these things are no longer guaranteed is because of scarcity.

Scarcity is when something is not in abundant supply; there are limited goods for unlimited wants. The problem of scarcity comes from:

· Resources: These are the things that we need.

· Power: We are equal in our ability to do, but our desire for power is restless. There are many groups or people that want the ability to govern and wield power, but not everyone can. 
We can now see how the state of nature is basically the same as a state of war. Everyone wants similar things, but there is not enough of it to go around. This causes uncertainty and pins men against each other. There is then a lack of security, commerce, production, etc.; these things do not exist (there is nothing good).
There is no such thing as morality/immorality, just/unjust, etc. This is the problem within the state of nature. It is constituted by force (power to do) and fraud (how you survive in the state of nature). “Force and fraud are in war the two cardinal virtues.”
Any rational person would not want this sort of state because the life of man is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. Often, people believe that Hobbes is saying that men are such. This is not the case because it is not a claim about men; it is about the condition of men in this state.
There are nineteen laws of nature, but only these three are important for now:
· Everyone should want to seek peace; it should be a natural desire. This desire will only go as far as you have the opportunity to obtain it. Whenever you have the change to have peace, you must take it. (Hobbes says you ought to. Ought: demand/order/command or natural inclination) If you cannot obtain it, you may and should seek war. 
· When others are also interested in peace, you should be too. This requires that you give up your natural condition and self-preservation (state of who you are). When you give up a certain amount of something, you want to give up the same amount as other people.
· Man must keep their covenant (contract with the government which you engage with in an everyday life).
The fundamental problem in the state of nature is the lack of a common power (government, judge, authority, etc.). Therefore when there is the absence of government, it is a state of nature/war. The common power should put its people in awe: the subjects must be fearful so that they follow rules, but they must respect the common power as well (people should see the common power as god-like).
If the common power is the government, then the state of nature is society. In order to be part of this society man must give up the right to all things and power. These must be given to the government in order for it to exist. These units are what form the sovereign who wants to protect and preserve human life. 

The amount that is given up by each individual must be equal. The total amount given up to the sovereign must be more than what everyone has. Society cannot have more power or equal power with the government. This is because the government requires “swords” and force in order to follow through with what they are imposing on their people. Just saying they will do something is not meaningful enough. “Covenants, without the sword, are but words, and of not strength to secure a man at all.”
The government is the product of people, a commonwealth. Hobbes’s ideal commonwealth is ruled by a sovereign power responsible for protecting the security of the commonwealth and granted absolute authority to ensure the common defence. It is an “artificial person” and a body politic that mimics the human body.
A commonwealth by institution is when the ability to govern is given by the people, it’s not a right per say that the monarch has; it is excessive power. 
· Once you covenant with a sovereign, you may not covenant again. You will be ruled forever. 
· You must follow all of the sovereign’s rules even if you weren’t present when the rules were created.
· The sovereign may never breach a covenant (can never do wrong and all he does do is seen as correct.) This is because the sovereign doesn’t exist at the same moment you covenant. If there is ever a problem, it is never because of the sovereign.

· No action of the sovereign can be said harm his people.

· The sovereign may not be punished or be put to death.
· He can enter war whenever he wants.

Two important themes that Hobbes talks about are law and power. Law seems to prevent us from having many rights, but power gives us the ability to do and shifts the balance. This becomes the biggest concern Hobbes has because one of the desires men are driven by is power: there is a problem of scarcity which is an issue of power and the lack of it to go around. Also, when a government is formed, men must give up their power to do as they will because this is the only way that the government will work.

When Hobbes is writing there is a constant state of war. The country must defend itself from other nations. The health of the nation lies within the nation itself: parliament vs. monarchy (when they fight for the power to govern). Hobbes is writing in favour of monarchy as he states that the internal struggle should be resolved in favour of the this form of government. Any internal strives must be fixed or else the things on the outside don’t matter.
The sovereign must make all the laws so that the people know what is wrong and what is right beforehand. There must be clarity and equality about the law. This way, the people are able to plan their lives with a certain amount of guarantee (free to do in a particular manner).

The citizens have certain rights in the society: 

· We have the right to all things which cannot be transferred by the covenant (body and life).
· We have the right to use discretion when the law is silent. (Based on this Hobbes says that the sovereign must make the rules clear and understandable for all people.)
· We have the right to sue the sovereign on financial matters.
· We have the right to disobey the sovereign if he is unable to protect us.
“Hobbes is not concerned about liberty.” This statement is not true. (Liberty comes 2nd to the ability for the government to govern.)

A command is a direction that is given which benefits the person that gives it. The receiver does not have a choice of whether or not he/she wants to follow. This is what positive/civil law is like. They are man-made laws (laws that are made by the government). These laws cannot exist within a state of nature because there is no government within a state of nature.
Council is a direction that is given which benefits the person that receives it. The receiver has a choice of whether or not he/she wants to follow. This is what natural law is like. They are not really laws, per se, they are more like qualities that incline people to act a certain way (e.g.: equity, justice, seeking of peace, etc.). This is because a law is only a law in society when you have the force to act upon it. You must be able to punish. If that is not the case, then it is not a law. Laws of nature lack the ability to do something (lacks force). This is the reason you need a government, for its force. This doesn’t mean that they lose their value though.

The two types of laws contain each other. Positive law cannot exist without the laws of nature. Not one piece of positive law can run against natural law; they must reflect each other. If a positive law doesn’t agree with the natural laws, it is not a law.
Hobbes is trying to mimic the principles that are natural to men and move them into society so that the society can reflect the natural conditions of men.

The laws should never be retro-active; they must always be forward acting. Also, laws must be clear because the clarity of the laws tell you what you can and cannot do which means you may plan your life. This, however, presupposes rationality and freedom (liberal subject).

Hobbes makes a distinction between sin and crime. 
· Sin: This exists in the state of nature.

· Crime: This comes from society. It is not natural, it is artificial. It is only in society because of law which was the government’s invention in the first place. 
The response to a crime is that:
· Punishment is evil because it goes against crime.
· It is evil because it is not natural.

· With this being said, punishment is necessary.
