Terminology
Occult

This word comes from the word “occultive.” Something which is occult or occultive is something which is hidden from view from everyone except for those who have access to it. These members must have the right training and be knowledgeable. 

Example: I occulted the windows. (I hid the view.)

Magic(k)

An author added the “k” to the end of “magic” to differentiate between:

· Magic: This is stage entertainment that has nothing to do with powers, but has to do with the trickery of the eye (illusions).

· Magick: This deals with powers and unknown forces that exist in the world. This is somewhat similar to electricity because you cannot directly see it, but you can see its effects. It is occulted because you need to be trained and initiated into the practice. Magick is neither good nor bad; there is no value put on it. 

Culture

This is a collection of mutually agreed ideas, traditions, and symbols that form how we see, learn, and understand the world. Cultural values and norms are learned (e.g.: we are not born knowing that we must not marry our first cousin) and they determine what is acceptable, not acceptable, or taboo (any action that is absolutely unacceptable and you must not do because they break hard rules).

Religion plays a huge part in you cultural identity. 

Myth(ology)

It is commonly believed that a myth is something that is completely false and untrue, but this is not correct. The Greeks originally used two words that help explain what mythology really means:

· Logos: This is a word that is absolutely clear and literal. There is no need for interpretation because there is only one meaning. It is the “literal word of God.”
· Muthos: “Mythology” derives from this word. This kind of word has many layers of implied meanings which allow for new interpretations. A common example of this is poetry.
Mythology is sacred origin stories or texts. “Texts” is not used as often because people assume print. Mythology was once dictated verbally, not as a written text. It is a narrative of the teachings of a religion which is understood as sacred and true to the people of the religion. 

Ex: God created Adam and Eve is made from one of Adam’s ribs.

Cosmology

This is related to the universe (cosmos). It is a world view which is directly drawn from the sacred mythology you learned when you were a child. It is the interpretation and application of sacred mythology into reality.

Ex: Men were created first; therefore they must be superior while women were created to be supporters, not equals.
Axiology

This is in relation to the axis (the center on which the world spins around). It is the values in how you live your life and how you believe the world is, similar to bumper stickers. Everyone has embedded axiological assumptions. 

Ex: In the 1950s, men brought back the money and women took care of the house. The value is that men go out to work which places them at a higher prestige than women.
Witch

Different fields of study have different definitions for this word.

Anthropology

This term was used around 100-300 years ago. Religious systems that didn’t look like their own would be considered witchcraft. Where one community may worship a shaman, other communities would believe that person is a witch doctor (blanket description of the ceremonial leaders of small-scale communities).

Historical

This is the definition that is associated with the witch craze/witch burning/witch hunting. It is used as a negative term (“those people are in league with the devil”). It is Christian-rooted. The last time this definition was very popular was in the late 1600s, early 1700s in Europe.

Religious
This definition is more contemporary and has no connection to the anthropology or historical definition. This field of study says a witch is someone’s religious path and the identification of their spirituality. 

Wiccan: practitioner of Wicca. 
Goddess Worship/Feminist

This is a more political and religious definition where a witch is the fusion of the resurgence of the women’s movement and a bit of religion.
Satanism 

This is the 1966 – modern day definition where a witch is someone who associates with Satan.

Immanent

This is a subset in Christianity where God directly impacts your life and is always present. God is in everything; therefore everything has spirituality and is now equal.

Transcendent

This type of religion believes God is primarily located away from the human experience, and away from Earth. 

Emic

This is when the narrative comes from someone participating within that particular culture of which you are studying.

Etic 

This is when outsiders of the culture describe the religious practice. They have an external voice.

Liminal(ity)

This is the in-between. 

Ex: Single ( Engaged ( Married

Social Construction

This is something which was created by humans and wasn’t based on ancestors. 

Common Associated Characteristics 
	
	Witch
	Magician/Wizard
	Sorcerer/Sorceress

	Female/Male
	Female
	Male
	Both

	Young/Old
	Young
	Old
	-

	Good/Evil
	Evil
	Good
	-

	Source of Power
	Satan
	Studying
	Fate


Monotheist

This is where the divine is understood as singular.

Examples: Islam, Judaism, Christianity (They all start with a beginning point.)

Mythohistoric: Creation of the world ( Adam and Eve ( Moses [Judaism ends here, while the Islam and Christianity keep going.]
Polytheist (Romans)
Many divine figures take part. These people have gods/goddesses for their own nation, and they acknowledge the gods of other nations as well. They are flexible about who they worship depending on where they are. 
Not all polytheists are pantheists.

Pantheist (Greek)
Many divine figures take part. These people have gods/goddesses for their own nation, and they acknowledge the gods of other nations as well. They are not flexible about who they worship no matter where they are.
All pantheists are polytheists.

Animists

“Animated” as in alive. These people believe that there is life/spirit in all things. They don’t put a face on the categories and don’t worship any gods, nor the things that have life/spirit. They view everything as equal.

Anything that is made from something with life/spirit will also carry along the spirit. 
Forms of Society 

Some believe that Hunter Gatherers were simplistic and later evolved into a more sophisticated urban society, but it is not true. It is not a linear progression.
Hunter Gatherers

These people are small-scale, semi-nomadic societies. They usually stay within their range at all times, moving along only to hunt. After they hunt, they don’t move until they have to hunt again because the animal will last them some time. They don’t purposely save up their food.
Classically, they have been animists because they don’t have the time to go to temples and pray every once in a while.

In order to move when required, anything that is brought along must have a function, no matter how beautiful it may be. There is no room to bring paintings because it doesn’t serve a large enough purpose.
Festivals are to help reinforce communication between societies. This is also where a lot of trading occurs. 

Their ceremonial rituals mark certain fruits, animals, life-cycles (birth, first walk, death, etc.). These events occur every year, but not always at the exact same time. This creates a cyclical sense of time; there is no stop point.
Agarian/Agriculturalist

Bean, corn, and squash were usually grown together in gardens. These people didn’t move around because the gardens that they had required tending. In having a garden, they created a lot of surplus which can support a larder community.

Since such things like weather cannot be controlled, they would pray a specific god depending on what they needed. If they needed good weather so that their crops wouldn’t die, they would pray to the god they associated with the weather in order to create control (human-type face). Therefore they were pantheists/polytheists.
Urban

These societies include large numbers of people who are not necessarily related to you. Some of these people specialize in things such as priests who specialize in religion.

There is symbolic value on money because it is what brings in goods.

This society is based on a hierarchy.

1. Gods/goddess and their extended family (they represent important things in our society, example: Athena – wisdom) – Pharoh 
2. Secondary gods/goddesses (example: local river god) – Kids 
3. Humans – Priest 
4. Animals – Folks 
5. Nature (trees, flowers, grass, etc.) – Outsiders
Israelite
These people use the lunar calendar. They become agricultural and then urban. The first time a bi-lateral agreement (covenant) worked was by these people. The god of these people does something and the people must return the favour. 

Egyptian

Akenaten, the son of Aten, was the only Egyptian Pharaoh that was able to convince the people to only follow one God, Aten. This broke all the codes and led to a 5 year drought that caused famine. The weather cannot be controlled and the traditional norms were broken.

He married his sister and his mother and after his death, people believed that he became a god.

Romans (polytheists)

Their religious figures are similar to the Greeks. They recognize that the father of every lineage is a “divine figure” so everyone worships the fathers in the society. The emperor is the father of the nation. He is considered a god. 

There are religious festivals for him. The state religion states that the people must make an offering. People celebrate the anniversary of his genius (his child) rather than his birthday.

Greeks (pantheists)

Contrary to popular belief, Hera was the supreme, not Zeus like many thought in earlier times. When writing emerged, Zeus was the head God. The Greeks believed that gods and goddesses can pass as humans. Hercules was a human who became a god.
There was no taboo with homosexuality. Zeus and Apollo often had sexual relationships with humans or secondary gods and goddesses. 

Treason

This is going against the rules of the secular government or betraying the government. Giving information to the enemy (another government) is treason.

Heresy

This is acting against the teachings of religion. The separation of church and state creates a problem. Religion is also the state. The state assigns specific days to go to temples and perform other rituals. So if a person does not abide, they are not only committing heresy, they are also committing treason. 

Burning Times
This was the hunting of witches that only occurred during the mid 1400s. It was part of the protestant reformation. 

Many people say that it is the inquisition which was set up by the Roman-Catholic church to seek out heresy along with witches/warlocks and homosexuality. The inquisition has been renamed, but is still here in present day. 

Malleus (Maleficarium)
It is the “hammer against witches” and was one of the very first books that was printed on the new printing press. The very first book was the Bible. The runaway craze was stopped by scientific proof (revolution). This created a shift in the secular way the world thinks.
Social Construct 

Almost no women perform stage magic because there are still people that believe witches exist. 

Key of the Universe

God is like an old watch. All the springs and gears that form a watch cannot be seen at by simply looking at it. These things are occulted and it requires an ability to see what is underneath. This resembles the different parts of the world, like nature and animals, being a part of God. These things all make up who people believe God is. They cannot see these things right away, but they want to know how God does what he does (the key).

Occult Sciences

This consists of taking the scientific view and figuring out how God was thinking.
Alchemy

Generally, people believe that this is solely the scientific manipulation of things in order to turn lead into god. This is true, but not entirely. Lead was very common and had very little value. The manipulation of the essence of lead to turn it into gold was obviously idea. People were looking for the key that God uses to morph things. It was not only about money – if one person could figure out how to do this, others will be able to too. It was attempting to solve the puzzle. 

Kaballah and Golems
Kaballah comes from Hebrew origins and is a 12th century medieval Jewish mysticism. It asks how God puts everything together. The 17th century was when it was first adapted by Christianity. Like alchemy, it searches for the key. I was studied by married men who were middle-aged, mature, and Jewish. Middle-aged meant that they had the time to study this esoteric Jewish lore.

The colour red diverts the evil eye. For example, a red ribbon would be tied to the crib of a baby to fend of any evil.

In resurrecting something, the person would have accomplished what a god could do. Golems are un-dead corpses that have been resurrected. It is the morphing of a non-animate to an animate; returning or bringing life to things that have never lived. 
Numerology/Gematria 

This is the occulted science of numbers having meaning. It works well with language groups that did not have distinguished volume and amounts. Arabic numbers (1, 2, 3, etc.) came from the Arab world. They were ahead of other places and also introduced the Western numbers (I, II, III, etc.) including zero. This system consisted of only amount and volume. 

The Hebrew system had characters that would represent amount and volume. One symbol could be A or 1. 

Modalities (modes or ways) of Worship
Supplication/”Worship”
This way is usually hierarchical, meaning there is a top-down/bottom-up relationship between the gods/goddesses and the worshippers. The Israelites had a two way relationship with their gods and goddesses. This worship requires the worshipper to pray to the god. The divine is seen as the creator – the power is vested in the divine. The reason that their god does not also answer their prayers can be explained by the fact that the god is all-knowing and has a plan that the people don’t have access to. 
Magical

This involves a hierarchy as well, but there is a “recipe.” The people request help from the world. If they want something from a god or goddess, they must go through a set of steps. The actions are understood to cause a result. The person does not pray directly to the god and in doing so, they are demanding him to help by following the “recipe.”

Ex: Purchasing a candle and calling on a supplementary god. 

Shamanic
Shamans are people who work with spirits. It is not a matter of choosing good spirits or bad spirits, though.
This world is not based off of a hierarchy. Instead, everything is equal. There are relationships between everything that exists which are interrelationships. If a bear kills a human, it is thought to be a balancing of the world. 

These relationships are more direct than the magical way of worship. There are humble askings for things – no demands are made. These askings go to the divine figure associated with it because there is no single divine.

Neo-Pagans
“Neo” means new. “Pagan” comes from the Latin word Paganus meaning one who comes from the country.

There are many different sects who are mostly all Polytheists, but there is no main institution (no Popes, etc.) There are founders and teachers and texts.

Wicca(n)
Wiccan are the people that follow Wicca. They mostly call themselves this depending on who they are talking to. Sometimes they call themselves Pagans or witches (men and women). They self-identify as practicing the religion of the isles. 

Asatru(n)
These people are pantheists and they follow the old gods of the Scandinavians and the Germans. They do not call themselves Pagan. Instead, they call themselves Heathen (someone from the meadow or the country).
Druidry (Druid)
This is rooted in the British Isles and use practices from the Celtic part. They are trying to build a Shamanic modality of worship. 
Coven

These consist of rarely more than twelve people, which allows everyone to get to know each other better. These people come together for eight large festivals during the year, usually during a full moon. There is dancing and costumes and it has a spiritual meaning (somewhat like Halloween). They close their doors in order to reduce the number of tourists and interruptions. 

Semiotics

This is the study of signs and symbols (specifically symbols if it is in an anthropological context.

Signs

Signs are univocal – they only have one meaning and are usually universally known even though different colours may be used. Westerners associate white with purity and weddings, while black was associated with death and funerals. In other places, these colours may not mean the same things.

Symbols

These are multivocal – they have more than one layer of meaning. One thing equals another. There is a linking between two unrelated things, meaning that there is a correspondence. 

For example: 

· A red heart represents love.  This originated during war where the red represented the blood of the passionate. 

· A pink heart represents friendship.

· A black heart represents hate.

· A green heart represents St. Patrick’s Day. During the season for this, it would be more easily denoted, but if you saw this symbol during a different time, it may not be. The correspondence between colour and shape is beginning to get lost.

Feminist Witchcraft/Goddess-Worship

Marija Gimbutas 

She states that women played a very strong role in society. They wanted to look up to female gods (goddesses).

Mary Daly

She is tenured professor. This means that even if she says something counter the norm, she cannot be kicked out of the institution. Her book Beyond God, the Church, and the Second Sex she wrote very radically. She stated that there is no room for women in any Abrahamic faith. However, she did consider herself a feminist witch.

Political Organizations

WICCA
This stands for Women in Constant Creative Action and fought for equal work with equal pay.

WITCH
This stands for Women’s International Terrorists from Hell. 

Political and Spiritual Figures
Zsuzsanna Budapest

She uses the word “thealogy” because it assumes the divine figure is female and focuses on her. Budapest tries to frame her spirituality with the goddess Diana, creating the Dianic. This isn’t hierarchal – whoever offers to host the event is considered the high priestess. They take turns doing this; therefore everyone is seen as equal. Spells are performed against men who pose harm on women. 
Mark Roberts and Morgan MacFarland

Their social background comes from communal experiences. Beginning in Texas, they created the Dianic. However, their Dianic did not become as popular as Budapest’s Dianic. It stated that “if you worked corporately, you were working in a feminized environment.” The women were the decision makers and it was more hierarchal. Spells where performed, but they were not as radical as Budapest’s.

Starhawk
Unlike the previous figures, she did not create something. Her people call themselves the reclaiming tradition. They didn’t focus on solely women because it was more about equality. It resembles WICCA and states that one cannot separate their spirituality from their political.

Neo-Satanism
Satan was a symbol for not doing things just because people say to do it. These following groups are organized and not all of them viewed Satan as literal (actual embodied entity).
Solitary
There was a 5:1 ratio of men to women and they were all between the ages of 16 and 20. It focuses on the idea that people, mainly males, are solitary. They don’t work with other people and are usually socially awkward. It is more powerful to steal the “book of Satan” rather than to buy it because it serves as a self-gratification. By the age of 18 and 19, they drift off onto other things such as petty crimes.

Outlaw “Cult”
They follow a male leader and are a group of around 5-6 members who are mostly men. Usually, they are men who get involved with more serious crimes and have an older demographic than solitary. 

Neo-Satanic Churches
This is a more modern organization that was founded in 1966 by Anton Szandor Lavey from San Francisco. Everyone within was freefloating and adventurous, more so than people today. Lavey got the idea for this church because of the result of the “lovey-dovey” times of the decade. His daughter believed that he wasn’t serious enough to be Neo-Sataner. Members of the church believe do not believe that there is a real and literal figure of Satan. They believe it is metaphorical, which allows self-indulgence and allows them to do unethical things. They did what they believed was best for themselves. This church was very popular. 
Temple of Set
The was founded in 1971 by Michael Aquino, a retired lieutenant colonel in the American Military Intelligence who was an early member of the Church of Satan, and his wife Lilith. Aquino states that he woke up from a dream that told him he had to build a temple for Set, an Egyptian God who was dangerous, but helpful. He isn’t equivalent to Satan because every god and goddess could do bad or good if the human desires. 
These people call themselves Setians and they believe that Set is a real god and not just a metaphor. Their whole focus is described by the word “xepering.” This means: to make yourself as much of a god or goddess as possible by expanding yourself and reading. Everyone is given an equal opportunity. 

Werewolf Order

This existed from 1984 to 1987 and was founded by Nikolas and Zeena Shrek. Zeena was the daughter of Anton Lavey. These people are empowered and are shape shifters.

Possession

The consciousness is not present on the side of the vessel. Some religions believe that being possessed by an entry is a blessing. There are three types of possessions:

· Embodied/Incarnate: humans, ancestors, god/goddesses, saints, holy people, and Jesus all have flesh and bones.

· Disembodied/Incarnate: God and the Holy Spirit are recognized, but they are only an aspect of God. They don’t have a body.

· Force of nature/Discarnate: these are understood to not have consciousness and have occurred by accident. An example of this would be a mudslide where people would be trapped underneath and unable to escape. 
Trance
The person is in an altered state of consciousness. It is similar to day-dreaming because it doesn’t involve sleeping. 

Ex: Highway hypnosis – There is nothing occult about this. Rhythmic events can trigger this.
All human beings have two distinct states of consciousness which come from shift and phase. 

Shift would be like what meditating teaches. Giving the brain a break and not being fully conscious or unconscious. It is like lucid dreaming, but the dreaming can be redirected. When the person awakes, they are aware of what happened. It is the like the space between gears. 

Phase is where the person is actively aware of what is going on. It is the different “gears” that a human can go into, not the in-betweens.

EHC (Extraordinary Human Consciousness)
This is like an adrenaline rush where someone does something because they have a sudden urge. It can also be a déjà vu. 

OBE (Out-of-body Experience)
This still includes awareness and perception – the person is still able to see and hears things. It is like floating out of one’s body and being attached to it by a small string.
NDE (Near Death Experience)
Hypnosis
The person is in a hyper relaxed state that allows things in the very back of the brain to be accessed. 

Study of Trances and Trance States
Mezner

In the 1800s there was an interest in the ways to perform surgery without putting the patient into shock. Before anaesthesia, nothing was used to reduce the pain the patient was in and many died because of this. Mezner studied the moving of blood, particularly moving it away from a wound of the area where surgery would be performed. Animal magnetism was the assumption that one could move the blood by using a large magnet because of the fact that iron is a magnetisable element. Mezner noticed that some patients became very relaxed when this method was used. 

Du Puysegeur

He showed people animal magnetism and that it can not only move the blood, it can relax patients. Mesmerism was coined by him after studying Mezner’s discovery. He noticed that patients are also very suggestible and that there are many levels of consciousness. 

Braid

He gave people the word “hypnosis.” No one can be forced to do anything that they wouldn’t do out of this state. This means that someone can exit of this state and they can also refuse it. Everything that occurs during hypnosis can be remembered. 

Syncretism 

This means something that is a product of two or more religions. It now stands alone as its own religion.

Ex: Sikhism is consciously syncretic because these people recognize where their religion originated (a mixture between Islam and Hinduism). 

No religions are derived without other religions because of people. People create more and more religions – this is progressive.

Bight of Bemba

The area around Bemba (Western Africa) consists of 1000+ km of land and 6-8 countries. There are hundreds of small nations, which each have their own language and religions. Increasing amounts of “property” was done by reproduction, meaning more slaves would be produced in order to work and produce resources. Colonial powers were all involved in this. Slavers would be kidnapped from their homes by Europeans. Slaves would be traded for goods such as better technology in order to produce a better community. 

The survivors were brought to Cuba and Hispaniola (Haiti and the Dominican Republic). Many stayed here, but others went to Canada and Brazil, which has the largest amount of slaves from West Africa.

There are three distinct religious systems that accept possession, though not everyone can be possessed.

· Saneria: Its number one location is Cuba, the Domincan Republic, Mexico, Miama (Cubans who flee from Fidel Castro came here), and the borderlands of South-West United States.
· Yoruba: this is the largest group and they have traditional practices. They never cease shopping their religion which is called Orisha. Humans can be elevated to the Orisha, but it doesn’t happen very often. Priests and priestesses were sometimes possessed by an Orisha, but they were not responsible for this. They Orisha simply wanted to relay a message to the community. 

· Spanish (Roman Catholicism)

· Voudon: They originated and can be found in Louisiana and Montreal and are wiling to be possessed (Obeah). Zombies and the concept of mummification originated from this. Hoodoo is not relation to Voudon; it comes from Britain and Ireland.

· Yoruba, Ewe, Fawn, French Republic of Congo

· Loa/Lwa: Veves

· Shango: This is the only Orisha who has survived. Trinidad and Tobago are Anglicans (English Catholicism) and Yoruba is the largest single nation of Western Africa. They perform conjuring which are the calling up spirits and such.
