HIST 356 FINAL EXAM NOTES

Lecture Note #14: Reforms of the Early Meiji Period 
· Series of centralization policies were made after the establishment of the Meiji government
· 1868 the Meiji era started (until 1912)
· Tokyo was the new seat of government 
· The powers of government at the beginning of the Meiji period were in the hands of a small clique of aristocrats. The emperor was no more than a figurehead (many were people who had played decisive roles in overthrowing the bafuku; Satsuma, Choshu and Tosa)
· A task for new Meiji leaders: it was necessary to strengthen and enrich the nation
· There was real fear in the minds of the bakufu and Satsuma-Choshu factions that England and France might intervene if a serious civil war erupted
· Not very happy about western powers due to unfair treaties imposed upon Japan
· Japan was viewed as a backward nation by Western powers
· The Meiji leaders recognized that in terms of military strength and economic development Japan was far behind
· Therefore, primary task: development of military and economic power to protect Japan from western powers
· It was first necessary to strengthen the foundations of the government. They wanted to subdue pro-Bakufu forces and the bands of samurai as well, who were conducting guerrilla-type warfare against the imperial government (they continued to cause disruptions in Edo)
· Most serious threat, however, to new government, was the local domains. There were still about 270 han that retained their status as autonomous authorities.
· Japan had to eliminated the caste-like organization of society if it wished to modernize and it had to make these local authorities subordinate to the central government
· The economy had to be revolutionized: Western-style industries had to be introduced. Agriculture techniques improved and foreign trade fostered
· Importation of western technology such as railroads, telegraphs, steamships, factories but the training and education of the people also had to change so that they could be employed in the new enterprises.
· Japan thus opened its doors completely to the outside world even in the face of some internal opposition  (Meiji leaders had to abandon their anti-western sentiment	
· Article 5 stated: “ Knowledge shall be sought throughout the world so as to invigorate the foundations of imperial rule.”
· During the Constitution of 1868, a Council of State with supreme political authority was established. In 1871, the council of state was divided into three parts: The central board, the right board and the left board. The central board made final decisions on all questions of policy. The left board acted as an advisory body. The right board consisted of heads of departments and their deputies (the departments created at this time: foreign affairs, finance, war, public works, imperial household, education, Shinto, justice).
· In theory, the Right Board was separated from the Central board, but because influential councillors also served as heads of departments, policy-making and administrative duties tended to merge. 
· HOWEVER, tampering with the administrative system of central government did little to strengthen its authority because of the continued existence of the anachronistic feudal domains. 
· From the outset of the Meiji ear, some people were convinced that it was imperative to compel the daimyo to return their domains to the emperor just as the shogun had done. 
· Hence, they wanted to change domains into prefectures.  But How? The government wanted to do it slowly in order to please the daimyos. 
· Leaders from Satsuma, Chosun, Tosa, Hizen, managed to persuade their lords to take the initiative in adopting this policy and in March 1869, the daimyo of the four han appealed to the emperor to accept the restoration of the domains. Other daimyo followed suit, fearing that otherwise they might be considered less loyal to the new imperial government
· The government ordered the remaining daimyo to do the same. The daimyos became governors. They received 10% of the taxation as “wages” (one-tenth of han income as salary). The rest went to the domain treasury. It separated the financial account of the domain and the daimyo.
· Now that all the daimyo had relinquished their authorities to the imperial government, Meiji leaders proceeded to eliminate han government entirely by replacing the han with prefectures. 
· By the middle of the 1880s, the Meiji leaders had not only launched Japan on its path to modernization but had also gained a firmer grip on the reins of power as they emerged in the form of small group of tightly knit oligarchs who came to be known as the genro. These government leaders were providing official direction in creating a new order of things. 
· In 1869, the government brought several small han under the authority of prefectural governors.
· Internal unrest among the peasantry and the samurai was also a problem in the han, and in order to suppress the malcontents the central government had to acquire immediate jurisdiction over the han. The government, moreover, needed the revenues that could be collected from the han. 
· In order to replace the han with prefectural governments under the direct control of the government, the Meiji leaders needed the cooperation of the most troublesome han, Satsuma. 
· The final decision to abolish the han was made with Saigo’s (from the Satsuma domain)entry into the government. In order to cope with any resistance that I might encounter, the central government organized an imperial army consisting of warriors provided by Satusma, chosu and Tosa. 
· In 1871, the han were formally abolished and replaed by prefectures headed by governors appointed by the center. 
· A number of daimyo welcomed this decision because of the han’s several internal weaknesses and financial troubles. 
· The daimyo were allowed to retian an income that was qeuil to one-tehnth of the income of their former han
· The government assumed the debts that the han had incurred and hence the central government had bailed the han out of their financial difficulties thus providing former daimyo with very little to complain about. 
· Also the government adopted a policy of paying former daimyo and samurai a portion of their feudal incomes and stipends. 
· A centralized beaucratic government was beginning to emerge and key leaders came primary from the four han of Satsuma, Choshu, Tosa, and Hizen. 
· Now that the han had been replaced by prefectures, the government decided to move forward by sending a special mission abroad to lay the groundwork for revising treatings concluded with the west (wanted to remove unequal treaties). Hence, they studied legal and political institutions to persuade revision of treaty (Iwakura Mission)
· LOCAL GOVERNMENT
· the government reorganized the registration system and established a uniform system of family registration
· in 1880, towns and villages were made the basic administrative units, and town and village assemblies were established, the members of which were elected to deal with matters prescribed by national law
· SOCIAL REFORMS
· The class system had to be eliminated. The daimyo began relinquishing their control over to the han
· The daimyo and court aristocrats were classified as kazoku, the upper class samurai as shizoku and  the common people as heimin.
· In 1871, common people were allowed to adopt family names and intermarriages between upper and lower classes were allowed (get rid of caste system). They were also allowed to rid on horseback and wear formal attires (before it was only the samurai) 
· Along with the common people, the outcats were also uplifted from their place at the bottom of society. Before, they had been treated as unclea members of society. The Meiji government abolished the bias but in reality discrimination did not cease. 
· In order to ease financial burdens (incurred debt from han and pay former daimyo and samurai)  the government decided to adopt a pension plan 
· The abolition of class system and the adoption of the pension plan meant that the former samurai were actually dispossessed. Hence, they fell into a rebellious mode
· in 1870s, many sumarai uprisings broke up 
· Only 10% of the former samurai managed to obtain government positions. Some went into teaching, the army, and the police force
· Some because so impoverished that they had to result to selling their daughters. 
· REVISION OF LAND TAX AND THE PLIGHT OF THE FARMERS
· new policies: lifted ban on export of rice, gave farmers the freedom to grow whatever they chose
· private ownership of land was recognized and the right to buy and sell land was finally granted
· local taxes were limited to one-third of national tax. However this system of taxation did not lessen the burden of the farmers because the amount due remained close to what was collected under the old order(about 33% of total yield )
· the woods and meadows was now no longer open to the peasants of the han but belonged to the community (state property) 
· the only favourable land revision aspect for the peasants was the elimination of community responsibility for taxes. 
· Heavy taxation burden, fluctuation  of the price of rice and penetration of money economy into the countryside greatly increased their expenses. 
· New measures introduced by the Meiji government, such as universal military conscription and compulsory education added to the burden of the agrarian families.
· LEGAL REFORMS
· The legal practices in Japan offered no protection to those who were unfamiliar with the system. Therefore, westerners often violated, unknowingly, customs of the land and such and thus this hardened their distrust of Japanese justice. Hence, in order to revise unequal treaties, Japan just adopted Western legal institution and practices. Therefore, they wanted to adopt a system that would be acceptable to the West. The Meiji period had a rule by law (instead of “of law”) because there was no legal limitations set on policy formation
· Japan adopted a French model 
· THE POLICE SYSTEM
· In tokugawa the law enforcement system served to keep people under control. Some people who went abroad were impressed by the policemen and brought back a changed knowledge of an enformenet system. Hence, the idea that the police should maintain law and order and protect people instead of controlling them was introduced. The Meiji government gradually centralized police power. The minister of home affair retained supervisory authority over the prefectural police (prefectural police were appointed by the government). The police became feared because they were granted the authority to regulate the bahavior of people, like nudity and heterosexual bathing etc. 
· THE ARMY AND THE NAVY 
· In order to establish a strong government, the Meiji government found it necessary to raise its own army instead of relying upon those maintained by the han. 
· Need for a national army was agreed upon(disputes over what kind of army)
· In 1871, an army consisting of 6000-8000 warriors of Satsuma, Choshu and Tosa was formed
· Eventually universal conscription was imposed. All male subjects because liable for military conscription at the age of twenty. 
· The common people objected to being drafted. “blood tax” (blood would be taken from them)
· Rumoured that soldiers would be given to foreign who would extract oil from their body for food
· People protested but the conscription became official. The generals were primarily men from Satsuma and Choshu
· Navy building didn't go rapidly and it wasn't until 1875, that Japan ordered ironclad warships from England
· Government wanted to strength th ense of identity and national of solidiers. Hence, loyalty, duty, service..were emphasized. 
· ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
· Necessary to transform agrarian-based society into an industrial one
· In order to modernize japan need: the application of modern scientific thought and technology to: industry, transportation, agriculture. They also needed international contacts 
· The government had to play na active role in removing many of the feudal barriers and creating and stimulating economic growth. 
· It abolished the Tokugawa class system.
· Internal checkpoints that obstructed trade and travel= removed
· The government fostered better agricultural techniques, instituted a uniform system of land tax, established a new financial base by creating a public budget system and a modern currency and banking system. 
· Government= Propagated western knowledge
· Government= introduced compulsory public education
· Government= encouraged development of new industries (granting subsidies, constructing model plans etc)
· Modernize transportation: first railroad line: Tokyo-Yokohama Railway= established. Telegraph and postal line= established as well
· Government= development silk production factories, cotton factories, encouraged mining filature 
· In this transitional period, neither agriculture nor industries were spectacular. Factories were small in scale. 
· The government were not the only ones that got involved in helping the modernization of Japan. Private entrepreneurs took advantage of this and initiated new entreprises
· In 1885, Matsukata reformed the banking systemby establishing the BANK of JAPAN. 
· The govement’s real income dropped and it completed tto introduce new taxes on sake and tobacco.
· The introduction of new taxes, the land tax rate, = burden on commoners
· Emergence of zaibatsu (similar to chaebol in Korea)= cooperation between big merchant families and new government 
· Cooperation started when government borrowed money from merchants when they had financial difficulties (incurred debt etc)
· Merchant house= used as tax collectors by government. Therefore, farmers= had to pay their taxes in money (convert rice into currency)
· In 1889, a law enabling the government to transfer factories to private hand was enacted( industries such as cotton spinning went to private firms). Private firms also started to dominate the mining industry
· EDUCATION
· At first, it was intended that Shinto be the national religion and foundation of education: respect for the “enlightened way”
· This educational thought was challenged by those wanting “civilization and enlightenment” . they maintained that in order to modernize Japan, western educational ideas and practices had to be adopted.
· Importation of western knowledge= required high literacy rate to be achieved (wanted to eliminate illiteracy completely)
· Education Ordinance of 1872: no community with an illiterate family, nor a family with an illiterate person. Universal education was instituted by this act and every child was, in theory, required to attend school for 8 years 
· Educational system , also modeled by the French. Country was divided into 8 universities districts, each containing 32 middle school districts etc.
· All of this , however, remained a plan on paper and not many school were established in  practice. 
· Curriculum of elementary schools= influenced by western schools
· In order to increase enrolment however, the minister of education, and decralized the Japanese schools and school boards were established in each community
· In 1880s, there was an effort to teach traditional values of Japanese society such as Japanese history, loyalty to the emperor, filial piety, morals. Hence, the translations of Western text on moral science were replaced by books that were Confucian or Shinto. This was linked with the rise of nationalism (education: not for the individual but for serving the ends of the state)
· Hence, significant steps were taken for tighter control of schools and indocturination and training of the young to serve the interest of the state ex: military drills were introduced in schools etc. Textbooks were brought under government scrutiny. 
· Special attention was given to education of teachers
· CIVILIZATION AND ENLIGHTENMENT
· First decade of Meiji= effort o adopt western concepts, practices 
· Students were sent abroad. Large books, pamplets etc were used to spread western knowledge 
· Fukuzawa= leading proponents of “civilization and enlightenment”. He contributed to education to the people about the west
· Christian missionaries= translated bible into japanese
· Some people suggested that Japanese language= be substituted for English, for use roman letters




































































Lecture Note #15: Modernization and Samurai Interests	
· Revolutionary changes introduced by the Meiji effected all segments of society. 
· Reactions varied. Some sought to resist, others reacted positively
· The group most affected by the changes in the Meiji were the samurai. 
· Now: samurai= loss of their hereditary stipends, rights
· Some samurai joined the government, others worked in business etc. 
· Many were reduced to do activites such as farming, shoekeeping, handcrafts.
· Peasants= also affected. Extra burden: send kids to school, conscription
· Peasants= enjoyed more freedom
· Discontent also among intellectual and cultural realms(expense of traditional values for Western ones.=not happy); protect the old ways
· Growing tide of cultural nationalism began to rise in the 1880s.
· Fukuzawa Yukichi:  “there is no way to preserve our independence except rhough the adoption of western civilization.
· By the 1890s, uncertaintines due to Meiji were kinda muted because people were given a sense of identity and the importance to the emperor. 
· People retained this sense of identity and purposeness until the Hiroshima nuclear bomb
· POLITICAL REACTIONS
· Iwakura mission: revision the unequal treaty.
· PLAN: provoke Korea into committing hostile actions against Japan in order to establish a pretext for launching an invasion of that country.
· Saigo: favored the establishment of a military dictatorship based upon the lower-class samurai. Involved in the Korean plan. “restore former samurai to a place in the sun”. Believed that invasion of Korean= strengthen samurai faction and faciliate the establishment of military rule. Wanted to give shikozu (low class samurai) greater role to play in society
· Excuse to invade: Korean government said: Japanese merchants illegally engaging in trade in their country (insult)
· Government officials supported Saigo. Okuma Shigenobu was against the idea 
· During Iwakura mission (in which many government officials were abroad) the word to move against korea had reach them. 
· Some of the officials returned to Japan to try and prevent Saigo’s plan from being realized. 
· Argued that internal reforms should be effected before proceeding to foreign ventures
· Opposing faction pressure: saigo’s plan resigned
· Saigo and other ppl who supported a Korean war= resigned from the government
· Okubo (part of Iwakura mission) took charge of government . with Okuma as assistant
· He wanted to establish a strong central government and rapid development of Japan industries
· Unsuccessful invasion of Formosa
· Hope that samura could regain their previous status had vanish.  Only resource left= be against Okubo government
· The Meji government continued to diminish the privilges of the shizoku and its rejection of the propsal to invade Korea coupled with Saigo’s departure from the government gave these frustrated and bitter ex-samurai a cause to rally around
· Major rebellion: in Saga by Eto. Okubo moved troops against rebels. ETo was defeated (no one came to his rescue) and hanged.
· Suppression of Saga rebellion failed to end uprisings
· Among complaints mentioned by rebels were the issue of westernization, the diffusion of Christianity and the termination of their stipends. Some also opposed military conscription
· Ultimate showdow: the confrontation with Saigo, the man toward whom all disgruntled shizoku looked with great hope. Many newspapers and journals advocated popular rights were sympathic to Saigo. This greated anti-government sentiments
· Saig started a private school and concentrated on the military training and indoctrination of youths In Kagoshimo (the prefecture were Saigo was) none of the Meiji reforms such as the termination of samurai stipends, land tax revision and adoption of the new calendar were enforced
· To bring kagoshima under central government control again, Okubo sent police agents into the prefecture but Kaigoshim men captured them. 
· Saigo announded that he had some questions to ask the government
· He began moving towards Kumamoto with 15000 warrios (at peak of campaign, he had around 42000 followers)
· The imperial forces that arrived in Kamamoto engaged saigo’s men in a fierce battle = seinan war
· Saigo commited seppuku
· The goverments victory was a triumph fro the consrip army of farmers and served to destroy the myth that only shizoku were capable of fighting with discipline and valor
· No longer used violent methods
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