Andrew Hammond Article

· Modern communications, entertainment, media, politics, and business have facilitated more linguistic unity and mutual understanding than ever in the past

· Arabic dialects are being standardized within individual Arab countries

· These national dialects are in term being affected by other dialects and formal Arabic through the unifying power of mass media and communications

· Both formal and colloquial Arabic are interacting in popular culture and politics in the Arab world today

· Sudan and North African countries have seen critical moves to complete this process of Arabization 

· All have been strongholds against the Arabization that swept the rest of the region. While some of these outposts maintain their separate languages today, only the most remote Atlas mountain villages retain true non-Arabic speaker

· Smaller languages are threatened to extinction so as Abu Manga says “the smaller languages should be recorded because they are endangered” and if we stamp them out we deprive ourselves and the world of their richness”

· Though the battle has been tough, Arabic is essentially winning out in the struggle with Francophone elites

· Once, linguists and politicians cared greatly about these matters (French language); now few assign it much significance in the wider scheme of things, classical Arabic is still hip

· Many of the world’s Muslims learn Arabic as a second language

· Attitudes towards informal speech have eased up, perhaps because colloquial language is now seen as less of a threat to Arab unity, on both the cultural and political level

· “ The satellite channels bring the local dialects closer, increase the ability for mutual understanding between different Arab countries, and increase the ability to understand local cultures.”

· The Islamic tradition says this development of the Arabic Language was the work of the Qureish tribe of Mecca, which, via the mission of the Prophet, imposed its Arabic as the standard for the united peoples and tribes of the Middle East

· Dialects that emerged, the argument goes, were a corruption of that pure form accepted by all

· Classical Arabic was indeed an amalgamation of most of the extant Semitic tongues

· Arabic with its immense, rich, and diverse vocabulary and grammatical possibilities, remains an uncontrollable beast

· Which makes it a problem for the Arabs themselves to learn

· After decades of argument over the supposedly evil influence of colloquial speech, the elders of the Arabic linguistic heritage have concluded that Arab cultural unity today requires that the formal language be made easier for Arabs to learn.

· uluj- most concluded it was an archaic term for ‘bloodsucking insect’ or ‘parasite’

· It’s this complexity that journalists and other writers have been tackling for decades, and language academics are finally admitting that this complexity actually promotes disunity rather than unity

· New aim of educators and linguistic experts for the coming generation is to focus on a set of grammatical essentials that all Arabic speakers should grasp

· Syrian grammarian Hazem Alwani: “ the language is the biggest element in Arab unity”

· The new approach to teaching Arabic means that forms of Arabic that were once considered enemies of unity are now being reappraised as ‘weapons’ in cementing Arab identity over the last fifty years

· Newspapers in some Arab countries use colloquial speech not only in cartoon captions but also in editorial content

· Journalism has played a pioneering role in simplifying classical Arabic for modern usage 

· Today journalese is being recognized as having gone some way to rejuvenate and elevate formal Arabic and make it expressive like other world languages

· Governments are using media to help in teaching this pared-down formal language

· Damascus Language Academy- hatif, Egyptian Media- tilifone, Cairo Academy- mahmul, Damascus –khalawi

· One of the reason Arabic is difficult to master is because it is possibly a composite language, not a natural language like any other dialects

· Arabic is so vast and ancient that it even contains words of Sumerian and pharaonic origin-the two oldest languages in the Middle East

· Although Arabic language is normally referred to as diglossic, meaning it has two distinct formal and informal forms, the reality is more complicated

· Complexity in El Badawi’s theory of five levels of speech, ranging from the absolutely colloquial to the absolutely formal language of the Quran. 

· Modern television ads provide the clearest example of the polyglossic system

· The highest level is used only in admonitory commercials promoting water conservation or sexual chastity to combat AIDS, an the language is invariably Quranic

· Next level down is employed as the male voice of reason or scientific voice, often appears in voice-overs to banking or car advertisement

· Middle Level things are a bit more intimate: a family doctor talks to the camera, lecturing on the quasi-scientific properties of a brand of toothpaste, the protective quality of a baby diaper

· Most ads on Arab national television are delivered on the standard colloquial level: reserved for objects of indulgence such as food and fancy clothes

· Arabic is theorized as being God’s chosen language, so those who spoke it may have considered themselves to be among God’s chosen people

· Modern pan-Arabism has provided an additional push for promotion of classical Arabic

· Maltese got their language from the Arabs, during a relatively brief period of Arab-Muslims rule from 870 to 1090 CE.

· Malti is most closely related to the dialects of near-by Tunisia and Algeria

· Tunisians have succeeded in creating new middle class and lower class, for whom formal Arabic is the first language of education

· They use French to articulate anything more complex than everyday matters

· Though Arabic is one of the world’s oldest and richest extant languages, few Arabs are reading modern literature in Arabic

· Roughly 40% of the Arab region of 280 million people lacks the ability to read in the first place, illiterate

· State media around the region barely acknowledge that the Arabic novel exists- Egyptians television has no arts show that discusses literature and there are no bestseller lists, through it is Egypt that has produced the Arab world’s only Nobel laureate up to now, the 1988 literature prize winner Naguib Mahfouz

· “All Arab channels consider cultural programs as an embarrassment to be hidden away, so they wont show interest in these programs or air them at appropriate times. What they care about are shows like who wants to be a millionaire”

· Up till now there is no bestseller in the Arab World

Lecture and Class Notes

· Immense changes in the Arab world in the past 50 years

· Arabness, Arab identity, Arabism (shared cultural elements)

· Pan-Arabism as a response to Zionism and the creation of the State of Israel (1948)

· Popular culture succeeds were politics fails: Arab unity.

· Globalization and the Conspiracy Theory:

· The colonial wound and social paranoia on the one hand

· The fascination with the ways of the Westerners on the other

· High culture is controlled by the State

· Low culture seeks liberty and recognition

· Arabic is a unifying force

· Arabic is not diglossic (formal and informal forms) it is rather polyglossic (including 30 dialects)

· Arabization is an ongoing concern but Arabic literature is regressing

· Storytelling

· Legacy and contemporary practices

· Telling stories is part of the arab legacy

· It is very often associated to woman on the one hand and to the public storyteller (male) on the other hand: 1) female narrators and 20 public performers

· The Palestinian –Hikaya (fairytale)

· Female Narrators – Scheherazade: The One Thousand and One Nights
· Public Performer- found inn Arab café’s

· Al Hakawati- Storyteller

· Al-hakawati Arab Cultural Trust is an independent non-profit educational organization, registered in May 2006. Management and staff are located in Beirut, Lebanon, and New Jersey, USA.

· Al-hakawati tells the story of Arab Heritage and civilization, which flowered on a region rooted in the world’s first cultures

· Rababa – Egypt and Saudi Arabia

The Story behind the Hakawati Structure 

Located in Zaabeel Park, Dubai, Al-Hakawati is an iconic tall emblem structure that will recite historic anecdotes of the Arabic city and its people with animated body language. 

Featuring a number of spaces for performance and reading within, the statue also houses a children’s library at the base that includes a vast collection of books, telling the folklore of the Arabic world to the kids. 

Moreover, the Zaabeel Park will include small speakers in every corner of the park, which will let the visitors listen and enjoy the stories (or folktales) recited by the statue.
