Tuesday, 20 May. 2014

Discussion: Genetic technology
‘’The genetic takeover or mutant food’’.
(Consequencies of genetic technology on biodiversity and human health)

WHAT   WAS  YOUR  IMPRESSION ABOUT THE FILM ?

· SUMMARY:
· -The Sustainability of ecosystems and  biodiversity.
· - How  technology enhances  productivity  by manipulating the genetic characteristics of plants and animals
·   - The role of corporate firms  and scientific research on what humans eat.
· - The laboratory evidence of the effet of  trangenic food on animals ( Dr Puzstai)
 e.g.  Cancer, loss of animal and human immunity etc.)
· - The growing awareness of European consumers that has  allowed labelling GMOs.
· - How  the canadian government  ( ministry of agriculture, health etc.) does not seem to be activly concerned by the health effect of transgenic food. 
· The dismissal of a famous research professor  (Dr Puzstai)
· We all eat transgenic food and  Farmers are also victimes of agrochemical firms that  monopoloize improved seeds, fertilizers pesticides etc.

Because we live in a free world, do the multinational companies have the right to impose GMO food ? Can we do anything about this? 
Reasons  why transgenic food is thriving in modern societies :
· Ignorance
· Government wants to boost business
· Corporate firms infiltrate government for their interests (lobbying etc.)
· Consumers  want cheaper and ‘‘convenient’’ food. 
E.g. storage, colour, size of  fruits and vegetables etc.

Should Canada prohibit transgenic food despite the “good” aspects  for consumers today?  

Would labeling food be of any use in North America  like in European countries,  Why?
· The problem is that government is behind transgenics: Prohibiting transgenic food will harm business at the macro level.
· Mmost  ignorant will still prefer cheaper transgenic food and buy them.
· Labelling transgenic:  not encouraged because corporate firms fear boycott or low sales.
· We do not really have any choice: A few firms dominate the food  market (Super C, Loblaws, Maxi, Provigo, etc. are  supplied by the same agro firms.)
· Rememeber: Only 2% of the Canadian population are in the agriculture business 
An alternative?
E.g. deconcentrate the farming system to produce  organic food by many people.
Is the social and economic system of developed  societies ready for this new system of farming?

Who will be ready to retun to  farming?

Human genes in potatoes, scorpion genes in tomatoes, Fish genes in Strawberries etc.
Are you ready to pay more for organic food?  Is it necessary? Why. 

· Problem of labelling: so tiny that you can’t  see it clearly.
· Difficulty to make a difference between transgenic food and  organic food in the market.fake organic food in the market
· Low income people  and the price of organic food

How to eat organic food without ruining your budget.
· 1 – Buy from local armers at the local  markets
· 2 - Stock your season organic food in deep freezers to last longer
· 3 - Look out for  interesting coupon offers of suoermarkets on the internet to buy organic food
· 4 - Buy bulky organic food at wholesale stores if you  have a big family or  share with a group of friends and family memebers.
E.g. Costco. Etc.
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