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Medusa the Gorgon and Pegasus
- Pegasus was born out of Medusa’s severed neck

Medusa and Perseus
- She had a trick, if you looked at her then you would turn to stone, therefore it was difficult to kill her 

What is Ancient Greek civilization?
- Ancient
BCE, Before the Common Era, or BC before Christ 
Prehistoric (before 750 BCE)
Historic (after 750 BCE-30 BCE)

Pre-Historic Eras
- Stone Ages (40,000-3000 BCE)
- Bronze Age (3000-1100 BCE)
- Dark/Iron Age (1100-750 BCE)

Hesiod’s Pre-Historic Eras P.75
- One of the earliest writers
- He divided the ages into 
Gold Age, Paleolithic
Silver Age, Neolithic
Bronze Age, Bronze
Heroic Age
Iron Age , Dark 

Greek Historic Eras
- Archaic Age (750-480 BCE)
- Classical Age (480-323 BCE)
- Hellenistic Age (323-30 BCE)

Herodotus
- Father of history
- Historia, to as questions, he liked to ask questions about the past
- He wrote down the answers to questions he asked
- He wrote a history about the Persian wars 
- Lived around 450 BCE, but we get historical documents around 776 BCE, which is the first Olympic games, and we have a list of Olympic victors from around that date. 

Who are the Greeks?
- Graeci
- The Greeks didn’t call themselves that, they called themselves Hellenes (philhellene, someone who appreciates Greeks)
- All ancient Greeks believed they were descended from Hellen
Was the son of the Greek equivalent of Noah 
- Hellas is the Greek word for Greece
Homeland of the Greeks 
By the end of our period the Greeks inhabited 3 continents, Europe, Africa and modern day Pakistan 

- Wherever they were they shared two things;
1. The language that they spoke (and still do)
Indo-European 
They spoke three major dialects; Ionian, Dorian and Aeolian 
2. Religion
Polytheistic, worshipped many gods 
These gods had a human form, each city had their favorite gods
They had the same festivals and rituals, the most common is the sacrifice of animals 
 
Civilization
- Five criteria
- The Greeks were the first civilized Europeans 
1. Agriculture
If you don’t live in one spot and grow your own food, you are not civilized
2. Towns of at least 5000+
When you get to that large of a number, you have to have political and social organization
3. You should have monumental buildings
They require organization to erect
They should be impressive
4. There should be a knowledge of how to work with metals
Metallurgy 
5. There should be a system of writing 
- Prometheus is the one who gave us civilization 
He is a symbol of technical progress

Topography of Hellas
- Very mountainous, very few plains and wide valleys
- There are a lot of islands 
- Because of the mountains, the communication is done by water
- Intensive agriculture is only possible in about 18%, because there aren’t a lot of valleys, they have to rely on plants that can be cultivated in such a land
- Natural resources
Many metals in the mountains
Timber
Stone
Clay, for making pottery 
- The seas
The Black Sea
Aegean Sea
Ionian Sea
Mediterranean Sea 
They moderate the climate 
They are easy communication routes
They are a part of many Greek myths

Climate
- Winter; mild and rainy
- Summer; hot and dry 
- Most everything takes place outdoors 
- They have a winter agricultural cycle
They plant in the fall and they harvest in the spring 
- The climate and the topography determine the food 
- Basic Diet; Mediterranean Triad
Grain 
Grapes
Olives 
- Grain;
Barley and wheat
Arable land 18%
This grain was used to make flat bread and a mush (porridge)
Goddess of grain, Demeter 
- Grapes;
Grow on marginal land
They make them into wine, everybody drinks wine 
They always dilute it with water 
God of wine Dionysus 
- Olives;
They also grow on marginal land 
Growing an olive tree takes a long time and is a long investment 
They are inedible when they are first picked
They have multiple uses 
The wood for the tree is useful
Leaves are eaten by the animals, they were also used as voting ballots 
Fruit, used the flesh and the pit, flesh for oil, pit for planting new tree 

Information
- Textual information
Literature 
Epigraphy; inscriptions, words that are written on stone or metal, they give us a lot of information. It is like going to a cemetery 
Papyrology; stuff that is written on a kind of paper that is from the papyrus plant.  
- Material Remains 
Archaeology 


Flint Knapping
- The art of making stones 
- You get flakes and blades 
- When you have the left over lump, you can use that as a tool

Paleolithic Hellas
- The old stone age
- Happened at the end of the last ice Age
- The climate was cold and damp, in that time man became a threat to animals because he made tools that allowed him to hunt animals that were migrating and grazing 
- They didn’t only eat meat, they ate plants to
- They were nomadic, in caves or they camped out. They had no permanent dwelling, we have the beginning of social order
The men did the hunting and the women did the gathering 

Franchthi Cave
- Pelops cooked his son up in a stew and served it to the gods, he wanted to test the gods, only one of the gods was fooled
- They found levels of habitation in the caves
- Paleolithic period was the longest period in human history, and we have the first evidence of modern humans using stone tools

Global warming in the Paleolithic Age;
- The rising sea levels create changes in the landscape, the islands start to appear 
- The climate started to change, which started to change the lifestyle; it changed the animals and plants that man was eating 

Mesolithic Hellenes
- They hunted different animals, they gathered different plants
- They stayed in one spot for longer
- They found new stones to make tools with 
Obsidian; a volcanic rock, black and shiny, produces a very fine sharp edge. They are so sharp that they are used today in cosmetic surgery 
- Melos the island, was the source for obsidian
- From the island of Aegina, there was another stone that was good for grinding grain, it was called a quern 

Neolithic Revolution
- It was called a revolution because it was a period when lifestyle was revolutionized 
- The stone tools were ground and polished, which meant that they were sharper 
- The hunting and gathering society ends
- There are new food sources
There becomes a domestication of plants and animals 
- Agriculture begins 

Why settle down?
- Barley was domesticated to make beer 
- This process was labor and time intensive
- There were feasts with beer
It organized social hierarchy
It reinforced benefits of reliable harvest through domestication

Prometheus and Atlas P.29

Agriculture
- Means you have to live in permanent settlements, that are on a raised bit of land 
- Small houses 
- Prometheus taught them how to build houses 
Stone foundation
Mud brick walls 
The roof is made of wattle and daub 
There is a whole in the roof for the fireplace
- They had primary products
They were processed with querns 
You then need somewhere to store it, you need containers (pottery, waterproof and weatherproof)

Thessaly
- Home of Hellen
- The plain in Thessaly, has a mound that is the site of a Neolithic village 

Middle Neolithic
- Secondary Products Revolution
Milk, cheese, textiles, traction, transport 
Cattle are being used to transport things, not only for sacrifice and food 
- Loom weights
- Spindle whorls 
- Sesklo;
A type site
There was one house that was bigger than the others; it might have been the house of the chief, a religious center 

Pottery
- Made of clay
- Made by hand
- Bi-chrome; two colors
- Matte finish
- The design of the pottery was seen on the woven textiles 

Steatopygous Figurines
- They were fat-bottomed 
- They were emphasizing fertility 
- They were portraits of pregnant women 

Late Neolithic Thessaly 
- Dimini
There was a bigger house called a megaron 

Pottery Changes
- It was decorated differently, was made differently 
- They were poly chrome, made of many colors
- It had a shiny finish, which was achieved by putting the pottery in a hotter fire 
- There were new shapes being developed 

Neolithic Burial Practices
- Inhumation
Put them in the ground
Stone box, covered with flat stones 
- Cremation 

Domestication of Grapes
- It brings about big changes
- Changes with behavior, there was a god of wine, who changed your behavior when you had wine
- This changes their religion and the way that they socialized
Creates a new way to spend time 
- It changes their lifestyle 
- Trade begins, and you need somewhere where this trade can take place; a marketplace
- After you have a marketplace, you need some town organization, the beginnings of government
- The beam press is used to process grapes and olives
- There is a shift in location, the climate is warmer 

Late Neolithic, Chalcolithic
- Man is making stone tools, but also copper tools 
- There is a new technology for the new people 
- two out five criteria has been achieved

Bronze Age
- 
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Delta
- Fourth letter of the Greek alphabet 
- Delta for Dimini, late Neolithic site 
- They use some letters as numbers 
Delta is Deka (decade, decathlon)
Deka is 10 
- Acrophonic number system

Chalcolithic Hellas
- When stone tools were used and copper was introduced
Copper is a soft metal, but it looks good 
Gives them a metal they can process and use for display 
- New people bring new technology 
- They only have agriculture and metallurgy

Bronze Age
- Combination of copper and tin (arsenic)
- Harder than copper, can be used for tools
- Better tools, weapons and better display of wealth 
- There is no tin or arsenic in Hellas which means that they are travelling by sea, and trading to get the materials to make bronze
- People think that the tin could have come from modern day Spain or Cornwall in London

Early Bronze Age 3000-2000 BCE
- Divided into 3 areas
1. Mainland; Early Helladic
2. Cyclades; Early Cycladic 
3. Crete; Early Minoan 
- Commonalities
They all practice agriculture, they had domesticated grapes and olive trees
Metallurgy everywhere 
They all speak Aegean (the name given by scholars)

Early Helladic Settlements 
- Larger, rectangular houses with multiple rooms in them
- They were gathered in fortified towns with larger populations
- They were dominated by a monumental building

Lerna; Early Helladic Site
- Was the home of a monster (Hydra) that was killed Hercules (Herakles) 
This was a monster that lived in a watery environment
The area around Lerna was swampy 
He tried to cut off its head and the head grew right back, so he got his nephew to help him and his nephew would cauterize the stump of the old head so it couldn’t grow back
- Its monumental building was called the House of Tiles
It was a corridor house
Was the size of a basketball court 
Along the outside was a bench made of stone
On the inside there were store rooms 
In one small room there was a sealing archive; impressions that have been made by a carved object 
Might have been used for recording, processing and distributing commodities of some kind 
There is no fire pit in the house which means that it probably wasn’t used as a house
Its called House of Tiles because the roof is made of clay tiles that have been hardened, and flat pieces of slate stone
This kind of roof is very durable, and we find it in this period and then it disappears 
- Clay containers
New shapes
They were handmade
They had no decoration 
- Burial Customs
Cist Grave; lined with stone and a dirt bottom
These graves were used for multiple burials
They were located outside of the settlements

Early Cycladic 
- The towns were fortified but there were no monumental buildings
- On the island of Melos we have the first large town (5000 or more people)
- Fiddle Idol
Made of marble
The Cyclades were good sources of white marble, then and now
Not easy to shape 
- Marble Figurines
First life sized sculpture
They also had thumb sized figurines
They were found in the cist graves 
Probably were meant to be planted in the dirt
- They had male figurines 
- They were making marble containers
Complex process
Learned from the Egyptians 
Incised decoration 
They were probably mostly used by women
- Clay containers
Hand made
Incised decoration
- Animal containers
Zoomorphic 
Painted
- Frying pan
Never meant to be used to fry anything
Made of clay
Incised decorated
Spiral motif 
Many of the decorations had ship motifs on them 
Used as mirrors, palettes for artists, or some kind of fertility symbol 
- Burial Customs
Multiple burials
Outside settlement 

Were they Civilized?
- Agriculture
- Towns
- No monumental buildings
- Metallurgy
- No system of writing

Early Minoan
- Architecture
They lived in unfortified settlements 
They had no large settlements
No monumental buildings 
- House Tombs (Central Crete)
Made of wood and clay
Multiple rooms
- Tholos tombs (Southern Crete)
Look like an igloo but the entrance is elongated
There is evidence that they had been used many times, maybe as a family tomb 
- Minoan Metalwork
Features filigree (wire that has been twisted) and granulation
The process of granulation was lost and discovered thousands of years later, they were learned from trade contacts
- Pottery
They painted the pottery 
Incised 

Middle Bronze Age comparisons;
- All spoke the same language
- They were all farmers
- They were all working with metal
- Their containers were all handmade with clay
Differences;
- Architecture
- Burial customs
- Pottery decorations

Middle Bronze Age 2000-1600 BCE
- Invasion of the Indo-Europeans 
- Centauromachy 
Centaurs versus Lapiths 

Indo-Europeans brought changes
- They brought a new animal, the horse
- They spoke a new form of Greek 
- They brought new gods; sky gods 
- Brought about changes in architecture
The ends of the houses are rounded, apse 
- Changed burial customs
Individual burials
Inside the settlement walls 
- Brought with them the pottery wheel which changed the world of pottery 
Made pottery with thinner walls
Minyan ware, gray color 
Not shiny, it was matte 
Not sophisticated 

Epsilon
- Eros, son of Aphrodite

Middle Bronze Age
- Helladic; Regression 
- Cycladic; static 
- Minoan; progress, the first civilized Europeans developing 

Crete
- Spacious, rich and populous
- 90 cities with many languages
- One of the towns Knossos
- They centralized and organized their culture and religion
- King Minos lived here 
Son of Zeus and Europa 
Wife is Pasiphae 
- Sir Arthur Evans
Minoan
He excavated Knossos for 35 years 
He found a site with a complex plan, he thought he had found the labyrinth that Daidalos had built to hide the minotaur 
He found golden double axes
He found lots of representations of bulls 
He found containers called Rhytons that were used to pour offering of milk, honey etc onto an altar
They are made of stone, shells for eyes, and the horns were gilded wood 
- Common Features of Minoan Palaces
Complex plans 
Dominated by a large central courtyard 
Storage
Cists; used to store dry materials 
Pithoi; giant jars used to store wine, honey 
Theatrical areas 
They were all multi-storied 
They were not fortified 
- Minoan Architecture
Inverted Columns
Horns of consecration
Monumental staircases
Light wells 
Water management 
Knossos had a channel that was 10 km long to bring water from a spring to the palace 
- Centers of
Economy; redistributive
Administration
If you have administration you need to keep track of things
They had a system of writing 
Two kinds of writing found
Phaistos Disk; made out of clay, first printed document, 45 different symbols that are undeciphered 
Linear A; written on clay, 90 symbols that are undeciphered 
Religion;
Minoan religion
Storage areas connected with areas for religion
Religion connected with agriculture
Who was the deity? Snake goddess 
Government 
Industry 

Keftiu In Egypt
- His headdress and kilt is Minoan 
- He has a gold rhyton container, they are bringing these tribute gifts to the Egyptian Pharaoh 

Middle Bronze Age Minoans were the First Civilized Europeans
- They had agriculture
- They had towns of 5000+
- They had monumental buildings
- They had metallurgy
- Had a system of writing 
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Mycenae; 
- Home of the Agamemnon; the most powerful kings and leaders of the Greeks who went to war against Troy 
- One of the first areas to be excavated 
- Known to be one of the richest centers in the Late Bronze Age
- At their core was a courtyard open to the sky 
- There was a throne room; a large square room with a low round hearth taking up most of the center 
This whole thing is known as a megaron, or a great hall 
- They had brightly colored frescos on the walls, with mythical creatures 
- There were many storerooms  with huge amounts of pottery, with large stores of olive oil in terracotta jars 
- The palaces in Mycenae were protected from attack by massive fortifications built out of huge unworked boulders 
The Classical Greeks, looking at their remains, could only conclude that they were built not by mortals but by the giants known as Cyclopes 
- The Lion Gate; several Mycenaean sites have been excavated which provide a picture of rich palaces protected by massive fortification walls 

- Quote
Parts of the circuit wall are still left, including the gate, which is surmounted by lions. These also are said to be the work of the Cyclopes, who made the walls of Tiryns for Proetus. Among the ruins of the Mycenae is a water channel called Persea, and there are underground buildings of Atreus and his children, where their treasures are kept. 
 
Orchomenos
- Was a rich and important center of civilization in Mycenaean Greece
- its royal dynasty had been established by the Minyans, who had followed their eponymous leader Minyas from coastal Thessaly to settle the site  

Heinrich Schliemann 
- He wasn’t the most skilled archeologist of his time 
- He discovered Troy and Mycenae 

Mycenae Burials 
- A shift back to multiple burials and several types of tombs 
- The burials were made in deep shafts sunk into the ground and lined with stones
- They were often marked with a stele (a stone or wooden slab) showing scenes of hunting or battle
- They were usually defined by a low circuit wall, grave circles
- Grave Circle A
Founded by Heinrich Schliemann
Possibly contained royal burials with many rich objects
They found many items such as death masks, inlaid daggers, swords, furniture and vessels with relief decoration 

Shaft Graves
- Otherwise known as Tholos tombs made their way into the burial practices in 15th BC
- Large round chambers usually set in the hillside, looked like beehives
- Required a great amount of engineering skills
- Dromos; entrance passage 
- Tumulus; a mound of earth or stones raised over a grave 
- Corbelling; a bracket projecting from the face of a wall 

Orchomenos 
- A great palace center 
- Contained legendary wealth 

Common features of the Mycenaean Palaces 
- They were military centers 
- They were fortified 
- A lot of evidence suggests that the Mycenaean’s were a warrior society
Early Mycenaean helmets were fashioned by sewing rows of boar’s tusks on to a leather cap 
Shields were made in the form of figure eights, fashioned with cowhides stretched over a wooden frame 
Warfare was carried out on chariots, with one man fighting and another one driving 

Linear B P.44
- When Sir Arthur Evans excavated the great palace at Knossos on Crete he found two related but distinct forms of writing (Linear A and B)
- Preserved on clay tablets, covered with symbols 
- There were about 87 symbols 
- Linear B was an early cumbersome form of writing Greek 
- The script was used to keep the palace records
- Syllabary; a phonetic writing system consisting of symbols representing syllables, which was the case on Linear B 
- Ideograms; a graphic symbol that represents an idea or concept 
- Michael Ventris 
He was determined to crack the code since he was 14
He assumed that the phonetic values of the symbols were the same and tried some out on what were thought to be place names 

Religion
- Several Olympian Gods 
- A set of rooms lower down the hill, below the palace
They were provided with altars for sacrifices and a bench on which a number of terracotta statues were placed
They are tiny terracotta figurines, with their arms raised 
- Female deities and priestesses are prominently figured in the cult scenes in the Thera frescoes, as well as in the Minoan Crete 
Usually shown bare breasts and wearing elaborately flounced skirts 
- Wanax; king 

Leda and the Swan
- A story in Greek mythology
- The god Zeus, in the form of a swan, seduces and rapes Leda
- Leda bore Helen and Polydeuces, Zeus’ children but at the same she gave birth to her husbands children, the king of Sparta 

The Trojan War 
- Was a war waged against the city of Troy by the Archaeans after Paris of Troy took Helen for her husband Menelaus king of Sparta 
- Has been narrated through many works of Greek literature, most notably in Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey 
- The war originated from a quarrel between the goddesses Athena, Hera, Aphrodite, and Eris who were given a golden apple that was to be given to the fairest of all
- Zeus sent them to Paris who judged that Aphrodite was the most beautiful and deserved the apple, because of this, Aphrodite made Helen (the wife of Menelaus) fall in love with Paris who took her to Troy
- Agamemnon (king of Mycenae and Menelaus’ brother) led an expedition of troops to Troy and besieged the city for ten years because of this insult 

- Achilles was a hero of the Trojan War and the central character and greatest warrior of Homer’s Iliad
- His most notable feat was slaying the Trojan Hero Hector outside the gates of Troy 
- Because of his death from a small wound in the heel, the term Achilles’ heel has come to mean a persons point of weakness 

Odysseus 
- Was the legendary Greek king of Ithaca and a hero of Homer’s epic poem the Odyssey 
- He is most famous for the ten eventful years he took to return home after the decade long Trojan war and his famous Trojan horse ploy to capture the city of Troy 
The Greeks constructed a huge wooden horse and hid men inside, the Greeks pretended to sail away and the Trojans pulled the horse into their city as a victory trophy 
That night the Greeks inside the horse crept out and let the rest of the Greek army in and they overtook Troy  
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- Odysseus and his companions blind the Cyclops Polyphemos and then escape from the cave where they had been held captive; they burned his eyes with a stake, this occurred on the journey home to Ithaca 
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