
SOCI 213 FINAL NOTES

CHAPTER 10

LIMITS

· Revelation, Authority, Intuition, Common Sense & Science are all ways of knowing; epistemology makes reference to a specific worldview or ontology
· Ontology: assumption about the universe, our place in the world + meaning of our lives
· Epistemology: knowledge about how we know what we know
· Theory: approach 2 understanding & explaining society & human world
· Methodology: research plan makes reference to the relationship between and practice, any methodology has to justify its use of methods
· Western classical scientific assumptions: include the belief that we can know nature, all phenomenon have natural causes; science is different from common sense, empirical observations form the basis of proof of facts, science sees itself as neutral
· ^^ Assumptions criticized by Thomas Kuhn: different paradigms govern the search & findings of science. Argues constant paradigm shifts when assumptions of 1 paradigm, framework, can no longer be used to explain ones findings. 
· Critical realism: the meaning of the life world is not accessible thru direct observations.; we need to interpret the observed data to generate knowledge & that means that knowledge is always biased, focus -> how is knowledge produced?
· Abduction: is a concept used by CR to make reference to detective work needed to more to more, beyond inductive/deductive methods of investigation
· Retroduction: a new concept introduced by CR, makes reference to the need to develop new concepts so as to c beyond the obvious, taken for granted life world
· CR -> conceptual methodology, emphasized the need to address empirical, the actual and real dimensions of reality
· Different schools of critical realism emphasize how science can be used as a tool by  people in power for domination and oppression: racist, gender theories that claim to have a factual basis
· Sampling: researcher chooses participants/units of analysis from larger pop. -> general surveys such as interviews, telephone + focus groups, Each method has strengths and weaknesses
· Other forms: participation observation and content analysis
SUMMARY:

Michael Walizner + Paul Wienir, Ways of Knowing:

Revelation-> considered sacred + absolute, total & complete; long lasting; source: 
individual + personal experience; stimulus: external ex: a dream, apparition

Authority-> ex: an individual in an institutional position an elder, a soothsayer, a parent


We accept authority as knowing in absolute terms: we accept their proclamations 
as valid knowledge, as the truth

Intuition-> sense of knowing, comes from within, a person gets a sense about 
something & can’t attribute that sense to anything in particular

Common Sense-> all human societies can be seen to be characterized by elements in 
their stock of knowledge that everyone knows, Can take form of: wisdom, 
platitudes, sayings, idioms, cliches, & taken for granted facts, it is often wrong

Science->


Ontology: about what exists, nature of the world, including social world, study of 
being, questions about what exists, basic assumptions about what makes us 
human, what is unique/distinctive about our species


Epistemology: study of knowing, what knowledge is & how it is produced


Theory: explain empirical phenomenon, is a set of ideas, concepts and 
propositions


Meth: research plan/design that connects one’s theory + research, justify 
selection of techniques for collecting info & explain connection between these 
tech, & abstract theoretical reasoning that informs the research, strengths/
limitations + logic of her/his project


Meths/Tech: operations, tools, data-gathering approaches that we use to produce 
knowledge about whatever it is we are studying or attempting to understand

Conventional Western Science:

Nachmias: basic assumptions for science

1. Nature is orderly (events exhibit regularity, patterns + structure)
2. We can know Nature (including humans + social phenomena)
3. Knowledge is ignorance
4. All phenomena have natural causes, scientific explanation replaces supernatural explanations based on religion, magic of mythicism
5. Nothing is self-evident, common sense + other apparent claims to truth must be demonstrated objectively
6. Knowledge is denied from acquisition of experience, empirical observation - perceptual data - must be provided as support/proof
Being objective: assumption that scientists are able to set aside all their personal, political views + other beliefs + norms when it comes to evaluating + analyzing their data

Kuhn: argued that knowledge in the various fields of science does not typically accumulate slowly + steadily over long periods of time -> there may be periods or eras of normal science when a dominant paradigm governs a field of science -> paradigms r unable to answer some key questions or fail to account for discrepancies and inconsistencies that emerge in data

dominant paradigm might be called into question -revolution- new paradigm increases with new set of ontological & epistemological assumptions

Frankfurt school: science can become instruments of domination and oppression, not enlightenment and progress

Critical Realism & Science

· 
the nature of the universe itself & how we come to know it
· 
conventional science: understands the world on the basis of how it presents itself to us thru our senses & sensory data
· 
CR accepts that there is an objectively knowable reality ind. of our awareness & understanding of it the world is not fully accessible through immediate sensory data
· 
CR understands reality in (3) domains:
· 
Empirical -> experience directly/indirectly via our senses
· 
Actual -> what is happening; wether we immediately experience it or not
· 
The real -> ex: ( transmission of electrical signals puts dots on screen)
Inference/reasoning based on abduction -> 

· generates knowledge that is plausible but not logically necessary, as in the case with deductive thought
· Involves thinking allowing us to contemplate/anticipate what is deeper than deductive/inductive similar to detective work
· Creative/broader view of phenomena (redescription)
Retroductive -> 

development of possible or hypothetical explanations for what is causing the events we are investigating more creative than traditional inductive +deductive thought 

-> use of creative + imaginative intelligence, in the final analysis -> hunches, ideas, concepts and theories


 -> brought to bear on some aspect of the objective real world and that process will indicate wether or not the ideas + theories are correct

form of knowledge that permits us to use concepts of electrons as the basis of explanation even though we never observed and electron

Conceptualization -> key process because it is through the use of imaginative/innovative concepts that we are able to get beyond facts of immediate experience to the underlying mechanisms

Analytical concepts -> dev. theoretical knowledge that is essential to surpassing the actual moving to understanding the empirical

Sample: subset of the phenomenon being studied/investigated

Sampling: deliberate limitation of the number of participants

Basic Sampling concepts

Unit of analysis: actual participants (ex: individuals)

Universe: hypothetical total sum of all the units of analysis you are interested in studying, the total of potential participants (ex: All Can)

Population: more specific group of actual participants in universe (ex: Can women over 18)

Target/study population: portion of total pop. from which your sample will be drawn (ex: university students)

Sample frame: systematic list of the units of analysis in your study population (ex: phone book)

Types of Samples

Probability/random: every unit of the frame has the same chance of being selected, you are able to calculate probability


Simple random sample: predetermined sets of random # to identify participant


Systematic random sample: systematic interval


Cluster sample: expensive, clusters in population, sample among clusters

Non-Random: no random selection, (1) accidental (2) quota (3) purposive (4) snowball


Accidental, hazard, convenience: (ex: person on the street)


Purposive: specific pre-defines participants (ex: students focus around students)


Snowball Sampling: identifying participants who meet the criteria (ex: 
recommendations)

Surveys:

4 types of data generated: demographics, social environment, activities, opinions & attitudes

basic designs: cross-sectional, data collected at one point in time, longitudinal, data collected over time

survey subtypes: trend surveys, Cohort studies -> spec. (Cohort pop ex: university students at various points in time after grad)

Panel studies: focus groups (brought together at specific ties for a specific purpose

Types of Interviews:

structured/standardized

semi-structured

unstructured (guide)

focus group

Oral: adv: interviewer has control and persistence, longer & detailed; dis: expensive, time, bias

Telephone: adv: speed + money, probing, wide geographical area, software easy for data entry; dis: more expensive than mail, less response, non-business hrs

Postal: adv: less money, questionnaire can include visual, free to respond at convenience, no interviewer bias, less intrusive; dis: speed, low response rate, language competency, missing data, no probing, don’t actually know who answered, self-selection: more likely to get results with people interested in topic

Electronic: adv: inexpensive, fast data entry, no bias, high response rates; dis: computer access, sample frames, no control over who answered, low response rates

Focus groups: adv: details to attitudes, feelings ect. lots of info in a short time; dis: less control, peer pressure, getting together

Participant Observation: technique/procedure that involved the systematic observation and collection of data about subjects in their everyday setting & day to day experiences


simple observation; participatory obs; observer + part; complete part. 

Content analysis: any systematic procedure that is devised to examine the content of recorded information

Experimental Design: deliberate manipulation of events, variable, circumstances so as to test precisely the impact of clearly defines variables; is the hallmark of experimental research. Independent + Dependent variables, experimental group, control group, random design of subjects, blind

Postscript: The Sociological Imagination & the new directions in social theory

SUMMARY

Berger: ‘nothing is what it seems to be’

· development of sociological imagination: capacity to understand everyday social existence
· theory: basis of the intellectual process of explaining why and how things happen
· when an individual adopts the critical realist perspective and they are uncovering mechanism they are moving beyond mere events
· structure & org of human practices have a fundamental impact on the nature of overall social structure
· (1) material basis of our physical existence: food, clothing, shelter
· (2) reproduction: to ensure present generation won’t be the last
·  1&2 are central factors in influencing the general structure of the entire society
· key practices: basis/core around which other activities emerge and revolve
· Each institutionalized field of human activity has it’s own internal structures, patterns of org. & relationships with other institutional orders
· Structural functionalism & neo Marxist theory: suggest that institutions are best understood in terms of their functions in society as a whole or in the dominant class
· structural functionalist: maintains that society has needs & problems that institutions functions to solve
· Neo Marxist: most institutions function in the economic interest of the dominant class
· Archer, Giddens, Bourdrew: institutions are better understood as emerging out of the social efforts of people to solve their individual and species problems across various fields of social practice employing various forms of capital
· organization: patterns of social relations taken up by human actors involved in these practices
· org. of production: class relations
· org. bio reproduction: relationship between sexes
· social relations: various stocks of knowledge, ideologies that emerge as part of these activities, in a particular area at a moment in times
· purpose of social theory: explain a certain aspect of the real world
· > interested in the nature of the concrete real, social processes that occur in society
· social analysis: emergence and dev. of social practices, processes  and structures that are by definition located firmly in time and space
· al abstract theory can do is assist sociologists by guiding them in their investigations
· social theory can suggest points of departure and establish priorities for what should be investigated
· sociology: analysis and explanation of concrete/empirical social events, becoming possible through the development of guidelines that provide the organizing principles necessary for making sense out of historical/empirical
· capitalist theory: we should begin by looking to theorists who have attempted to understand and explain material productions in capitalist societies (Durkheim, Marx and Weber)
· materialist: manner by which humans produce satisfaction of their material problems has a significant impact on the rest of society
· we must consider the relationship between men and women to be a basic element in all theoretical thinking (feminist approach)
· Forcault & Bourdieu : sex and gender should not be “added on:
· Socrates and CW Mills: the unexamined life is not worth living; understanding ourselves=understanding our environment
Chapter 11: Explaining Social Inequality

SUMMARY + LIMITS

· The gap between rich & poor is growing in Canada
· In 1998 the average income of 100 CEO's was 104 times larger than that of an average income earner
· In 2008 it was 174 times larger.
· One measure of poverty is when a family spends more than 60% of its accumulated income on food, shelter and clothing. (More than 3 million Canadians experienced low income in 2008, among whom 610 000 were children; families in this situation must depend on food banks; they can not afford the things most Canadian families take for granted; or they can’t participate fully in Canadian society)
· In addition to economic inequality there is prestige and status inequality as well as inequality of power. (There is a tradition in sociology of using the terms status, prestige, and honour interchangeably)
· Prestige: social recognition, respect and even admiration and deference, people in Western societies agree that some jobs are more prestigious than others (ex: judge, priest, university professor), a person in a given occupation might be located above or below another person in a different occupation.
· Sociologist have found substantial evidence indicating an unequal distribution of power in society (ex: instructors can influence your behaviour, they have power over you [different relations between individuals within an institution, micro-level]; government has power to make decisions that have an impact on society as a whole [macro-level])
· Max Weber defines power as the ability to realize one's will in face of resistance.
· Power: the ability an individual or a number of individuals to realize their will in a communal action even when that will is resisted by others; communal action: implies that power tends to be related to social collectivities such as, groups & classes more than to individual situations
· Social class refers to a person's position in society as defined by a combination of economic status, income, occupation or lifestyle.
· Structural Functionalism: Talcott Parsons, Davis and Moore addressed the issue of social stratification (1940)
· structural functionalist perspective: every society has at its core a complex set of values, norms, beliefs, ideas, and ideals that give the society its shape & character, & serve as a major source of social stability and order, it follows that certain individual qualities or attributes will be highly valued and others will be less valued. 
· It is inevitable that there will be a system of status or prestige stratification, the hierarchy leads to structured inequalities in wealth & power.
· Their assumption is that stratification is needed to ensure that the most qualified person has the most responsible position and that all positions in society need to be filled for society to work properly, i.e, without conflict and disruptions. 
· SF assume that hierarchies and a stratified society is both necessary and desirable. There needs to be a system of rewards in place, in terms of power, prestige, honour and income, to motivate people to try to reach the top.
· Some positions are more important than others in terms of, functioning of the institutions and by implication, societal stability and survival. Some positions are more pleasant and some positions req. training. There has to be a way to motivate individuals to take on the important, unpleasant, and difficult jobs = development of a system of rewards. 
· DAVIS AND MOORE: 3 types of rewards: sustenance & comfort, humour & diversion, self respect & ego expansion -> without a system of unequal rewards society would not be able to motivate people to take difficult and specialized jobs that are important to society. 
· WRONG: power, prestige and wealth, as the central elements of the reward system
· BARBER: social stratification performs an integrative function, rewarding people for upholding the values & norms of the community really serves to reinforce those very same values & norms, system of differential rewards is necessary in order to motivate people, he emphasized that prestige is the primary reward, with the other rewards being somehow relates
· TUMIN: rewards can be classifies: property/material wealth, power, psychic gratification
· ROSSIDES: 3 dimensions: class, prestige & power, the desire to attain these rewards is used as motivation to ensure that some people are willing to perform socially important tasks that may be difficult or unpleasant and require special skills and training
· MARX: capitalist society: people who own and control the factories, mines, mills and other productive resources, and these people receive income and make a living by virtue of that ownership of productive property, most people survive only by selling the one thing they do own, known as their labour power
· Marxist theories of class: the proletariat and the bourgeoise have a symbiotic relation to each other: both classes need each other to survive. 
· The essence of the relationship between these two classes is exploitation. 
· important goal in life 4 those with money is to use that money to make more money, before they can create the basis for profits, investors must purchase the additional, commodity required in the productive process, which is labour power, the owner of capital must bring together raw materials, machines and labour power in a factory. 
· The central dynamic of capitalism is the accumulation of wealth and this is only possible through the exploitation of the working class: by lowering the cost of production the capitalist increase their profit margin, or surplus, on the open market. 
· surplus value:  although the working class, through their productive activity, produce surplus value, it ends up being appropriated by the capitalist class. this forms the basis of class exploitation, the working class are exploited because they work and labour to produce and create wealth, which is claimed by another class
· Capitalism (accord. Marx):  class society, and relations of exploitation of this class structure. 
· the landlords = feudalism, beg. of capitalism; petty bourgeoisie: own productive ress., limited, self-operated (family labour) they do not directly exploit the working class
· Class relations involve an unequal distribution of wealth as well as relations of subordination, exploitation and a real lack of freedom for the exploited workers.
· fraction: internal class divisions based on economic interests
· neo marx: GANDY: bourgeoisie, petty bourgeoisie, proletariate
· John Porter's Vertical Mosaic: suggests that there are five important elites in Canada; economical (power positions in corporate sector), political, bureaucratic( federal public service +admin), ideological (mass media) and labour (labour leaders, unions). 
· The membership in the elites is drawn from a narrow sector of the population. There is also a pattern of interaction among the different elite groups.
· Power not property should become the basis of inequality studies; 
· Marxian theorists assume that economic power also means ideological and political power, in other words, it would be fair to say that it is the economic elite that sets the ideological agenda in society.
Chapter 12: The Polity, Political Power & Social Movements

Summary + Limits

· study of politics: includes the social-decision making process and the conflicts and tradeoffs that arise in the process
· polity: formal mechanisms and political structures that facilitate the social decision making process; basis of constitutions; decisions made within political institutions touch on the lives of virtually anyone
· civil society: social actors outside the state contest issues of collective importance
· Social movements are one important form of civil action.Form when individuals organize collectively to pursue political, social, or cultural goals outside the formal political channels of political parties and governments
· They are collective organizations usually formed by disenfranchised or marginalized groups.
· They challenge the existing power relations, social structures, and decision-making processes of their society
· Three frameworks = (1) pluralistic approach (functionalism) (2) class analysis (Marxian theory) (3) elite theory
· Pluralism: used by structural functionalism. Assumptions are that the social system is stable because of pluralistic interests and democratic governance. 
· Pluralism is seen to prevent individual inequalities from being translated into systemic social or political inequalities.
· Western capitalist societies: they do not allow individual inequalities to affect the overall process of social-decision making; the extent to which all members of society have an opportunity to participate in attempting to influence the policies of government
· social-decision making process all ppl are equal; 
· Robert Dahl argues that polyarchy is a pluralistic system that recognizes the importance of consent and political equality: it guarantees minority rights.
· polyarchy: system that recognizes the importance of consent and political equality as processes requiring that every citizen have unimpaired opportunity to formulate and indicate his or her preferences and have them weighted equally in the conduct of gov. 
· not systematically favour any particular individual or group, you win some you lose some, and some are draws; having more than one interest group competing for political influence. 
· Societies are characterized by a stratification system in which there are individual inequalities (class), status (prestige), and power (authority); structural functionalist maintain these inequalities as both necessary and inevitable, their existence does not mean that these societies are undemocratic and authoritarian 
· Marxism: class possessing economic power translates it into political and ideological power. = the class with economic power is a ruling class because of its capacity to convert its economic power into other kinds of power 
· The state is a structure that directly serves the interest of the ruling class. (Marx & Engels)
· The state is linked to the structure of class relations, all struggles involving political power are really nothing more than an expression of class struggle; directly serves the interest of the capital class and its fractions 
· The capitalist class directly controls and manages the state.
· the state may have autonomy from the capitalist class, yet in the long run it is serving its interests.
· Gramsci says that the state raise the great mass of the population to a particular cultural and moral level which corresponds to the needs of the productive forces. 
· Polantzas, the function of the state is to provide a basis of social order, binds together the conflicts and contradictions that riddle society, the tension and conflicts resulting from capitalism 
· Neo- Marxists: Szymanski argues that individuals and members of classes influence the state in direct and indirect manners by lobbying and/or policy formation processes.
· direct influences: participation in the operation of the state, lobbying process, policy formation process, indirect influences: ideological movement, economic power, financing of the electoral process, the presence of military as a mechanism of last resort
· Classical Elite theory: All elite theorists basically argue that elite rule is inevitable. 
· Vilfredo Pareto explained persistent social inequalities by arguing that humans are not equal and that individual inequalities are based on biologically determined distribution of personal qualities, abilities and talents. In other words inevitable. 
· unequally endowed individuals engage in competitive situations that typically characterize human social existence, some will always tend to exhibit superior traits, and over time they will emerge as a special group, the elite
· the elites: the governing (those directly involved in politics and political rule) or non-governing (not directly involved in politics) 
· Robert Michels developed the elite theory to show its sociological thrust. 
· if individuals/groups want to have an impact on society they must first organize themselves 
· Michel argued that the development of specialized tasks in society leads to the emergence of experts who make decisions on their own, away from the masses.
Chapter 13: Men & Masculinities

SUMMARY + LIMITS

· Segal: the problem with feminism was and remains men
· Historical research has been about men without this being acknowledged, this resulting in a veil of universality that has to be unmasked.
· gender refers to the social characteristics associated with men and women, it is understood in terms of stereotypical characteristics often defined as feminine/femininity and masculine/masculinity
· Caplan and Caplan: gender is composed of a whole list of features that the society in question labels as appropriate for, or typical of one sex (but not the other, or more than the other), including feelings, attitudes, behaviour, interests, clothing, and so on.
·  History is sexed and gendered and we need to study men and masculinities explicitly through a critical analysis of these dimensions. 
· Connell, Hearn, and Kimmel emphasize the importance of seeing men as gendered, and gender as historically constructed located within broader patterns of social interaction. 
· Sex role theory emerges as a systematic approach during the mid 20th cent. as part of the approach of structural functionalism
· two major types of roles in nuclear families, one set was directed more to caring, nurturing, and internal family matters, while the other was more task-oriented, and competitive in nature, often involving relations external to the family, sex role theory: evolved from this claim and eventually came to argue that societies tend to develop complex sets of roles/behaviors attached to sex; sex roles were deemed to be the basis of gender with femininity depicting the characteristics of females occupying nurturing and caring roles, while masculinity came to depict the more competitive, aggressive roles of men who typically worked outside the family in the labour market
· we dont just act feminine or masculine we are feminine or masculine
· While sex role theory as an improvement over biologically based theories, the limits of sex role theory is that it ignores power and instead offers a descriptive account of how sex roles are developed from existing gender scripts. 
· Tim Carrigan, Connell and Lee developed a systemic critique of sex role theory based on its neglect of power and oppression.
· Instead, sex role theory is an essentialist approach, assuming that sex roles are a 'natural' outgrowth of biology. Gender is a relational concept i.e., something we do or perform in our daily lives. 
· sex role approach tends to postulate the existence of a more or less singular form of masculinity, thereby ignoring or obscuring the complexities of mens experiences and the fact that there is more than one kind of masculinity 
· Kimmel: sex role theory cannot accont for diff. among men bcuz it tends to c sex roles as normative prescriptions, ignores power and domination, fails to understand the importance of gender as a social relation
· Connell has suggested the concepts of gender order, gender regime and gender practice to help uncover the dynamics of gender and sex relations in society. 
· Gender order refers to overall gender patterns in society. Gender regime refers to particular gender relations and practices within particular organizations and institutions. 
· Gender practice refers to how we engage/do gender as social agents.
· Connell provides a definition of hegemonic masculinity : configuration of gender practice that embodies the currently acceptable answer to the problem of the legitimacy of patriarchy which guarantees the dominant positions of men and the subordination of women
· dominant masculinity: conceived of straight white and middle class masculinity
· traditional masculine norms: avoidance of femininity, restricted emotions, sex disconnected from intimacy, pursuit of achievement, self reliance, strength and aggression, and homophobia
· Kimmel summarizes manhood on the same page. Hegemonic masculinity can be understood as a range of traits that support, re-enforce, naturalize and legitimate patriarchal power.; hegemonic masculinity can be defines as a flight from femininity and its attendant emotional elements: compassion, nurturance, affection and dependance, with emphasis on independence aggression competition and the capacity to control and dominate. 
· Connell shows that hegemonic masculinity results in surplus for men: the patriarchal dividend.
· power control domination authority
· in the case of western patriarchy, gender coexists with a system of material production and distribution we call capitalist market society, patriarchy and capitalism have developed in a symbiotic manner
· hegemonic masculinity can be understood as behaviors practices relations that serve to legitimate and maintain patriarchal society 
· dominant portrayal of men in the media do not come close to representing masculinity in the lives or real men 
· the surplus patriarchal dividend: the advantage to men as a group from maintaining an unequal gender order, monetary benefits are not the only kind of benefit, others are authority respect service safety housing access to institutional power and control 
· Max Weber coined the term elective affinities to show the mutual influence and benefits of the protestant ethic and capitalism.
· elective affinity: refers to a situation when two phenomena that may seem unrelated end up working together in such a way as to be mutually beneficial or supportive
·  Similarly, we can say that patriarchy and capitalism go hand in hand. Borrowing from the work of T. Adorno, it can be argues that the traditional patriarchal script for masculinity benefits the capitalist system. 
· capitalist market based economy req. individuals to operate its major institutions who are capable of behaving in an impersonal, competitive self seeking aggressive non emotive rational and calculating manner
· able to view the world in terms of fiscal ends and not be excessively encumbered by responsibilities and concerns not related to the work
Chapter 14: Sociological Approaches to the Study of Familial Relations 

SUMMARY+LIMITS

· Sociologists emphasize the need to do away with the monolithic bias regarding "the family".
· the family: group of people related or connected by bloodline, marriage view, or adoption who live together or view themselves as a unit, and who perform caretaking services for others, especially the very young 
· nuclear family: a couple along with any dependent unmarried children share a residence and form a social unit; differentiated from extended families: 3 or more generations connected by either blood or marriage relationships who form a social unit and live together; single-parent family, refers to an individual living as a sole adult, for whatever reason with a child or number of children; kinship refers to networks of ppl who define themselves as being related by virtue of ancestry, marriage or adoption; marriage some socially or culturally sanctioned arrangement for sexual relationships and the care and rearing of the young
· in the preindustrial society family was a pivotal institution, within it confines a great amount of economic activity occured, children and the young were educated, and in some cases political decisions were made
· economic structures removed economic activity from the home, and schools removed education from the home, narrowing and specialization of the functions that the family fufills; nuclear family characterized industrial societies
· Families are diverse and this needs to be reflected in the way we think about and study families. We can no longer assume that family means nuclear family.
· Structural functionalism:emphasize the functions of family
· producing economic goods and services, allocating status, educating the young, providing religious training, offering recreation, protection and affection (NYE AND BERNARDO)
· WILSON: facilitating reproduction, & regulating sexual conduct, socializing the young, providing a site for the provision of material necessities, and providing emotional suppoer
· STRONG & DEFFAULT: production and socialization of children, the facilitation of economic co operation, the assignment of status and roles, and the provision of an environment for the dev, of intimate relationships 
· parsons and bales argue that the number of functions diminishes as society develops and evolves and that as a result the modern nuclear family has only two essential functions: the socialization and training of the young and the provision of an environment within which adults can maintain stable personalities
· Talcott Parsons suggests that the allocation of family sex roles is at least partly based on biology: women play the expressive role (caring nurturing emotional support...), men the instrumental role (leadership achievement securing ress. ect).
· women bear and nurse children which predisposes them to roles within the family that have to do with the same nurturing and care of the young, men specialize in roles that take them outside the family 
· These traditional roles are enforced by both religion and mass media.
· allocation of roles social and cultural process
· Neo Marxist approach:argue that the nuclear patriarchal family that characterize capitalist society serve the interests of the dominant class. 
· The nuclear family serves capitalism by producing and reproducing labour power and maintaining a reserve army of labor (women) and by facilitating the consumption of material goods. 
· the nuclear patriarchal family that characterized capitalist society was suited to serve the interest of the dominant class; the issue for the neo marxists was the family functioned to perform whose interestS?
· the nuclear family serves capital by producing and reproducing labour power by providing a site for the maintenance of a reserve army of labour, and by facilitating the consumption of vast amounts of consumer goods
· Labour power is produced and reproduced in the family. labour power is an essential commodity within the capitalist system, it is bough and sold on the market. sell the capacity to work, family: they must recharge their physical and emotional batteries to relax and enjoy life which often involves producing children, workers are prepared physically and mentally for the next day of work. the family is a social factory;surplus labour pools, women within the nuclear family serve as an ideal reserve army of labour or surplus labour pool, for example: during the second ww convinced women that it was their patriotic duty to go out and work in factories, when the war was over public relations carried the opposite intent, encouragin women to return to their homes and unpaid domestic labour
· Marxists point out that the family is imbued with sexist ideology and that the state re-enforces this ideology through legislation: limiting women's participation in the labour force and hence contributing to women's economic dependency on men.
· prevailing ideas about womens lives including the dogma of romantic love and cult of maternalism are so pervasive and powerful that they discourage women from exploring alternative ways of living
· women are socialized into the culture of romance, failure to fall in love is the mark of an unworthy women, she may love herself only is a man finds her worthy as a result, most women devote a considerable part of their life to the pursuit of love 
Chapter 15: Health

SUMMARY + LIMITS

· the definition of health in the absence of illness assumes a definition of illness
· WHO definition of health:  state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease, extent to which and individual or a group is able to satisfy needs and to change or cope with the environment, resource for everyday life, not the objective of living, it is a positive concept, emphasizing social and personal resources as well as physical capabilities, state characterized by anatomic, physiologic, and physiological integrity, ability to perform personally valued family work and community roles, ability to deal with physical, biologic, psychological and social stress, a feeling of well-being, and freedom from the risk of disease and untimely death; a state of equilibrium between humans and the physical, biologic and social environment, compatible with full functional activity
· Health is a culturally relative concept. It is not only the absence of disease but ideally can be seen to encompass mind body and spiritual well being. 
· Health or the lack of it translates into life expectancy. In Canada it is between 79-83 years: in Afghanistan it is between 40-44. Once gender, place of birth has a major impact on one's well being.
· where one is born, sex, and income have an impact on whether one survives birth itself & how long one subsequently lives
· Functionalism: Parson claims that illness is a disturbance in the normal function of a system.
·  Since Parson was concerned with the stability of any system he had to find a way to theorize inbuilt motivations for the system to return to a state of equilibrium. 
· His concept of the sick role attempted to do this by pointing out that assuming the sick role entails acting under the expectations and assumptions that it is not one's fault, that one will consult specialists and that while being sick one is excused from performing normal responsibilities, the trajectory of the sick person should be to as quickly as possible be restored to normal functioning again.
· sick role: notion that society is a system of components, each performing functions for the maintenance if the ongoing system, have built in processes that address the dysfunction, and address the system to find equilibrium once again, when a person becomes sick, they can no longer function in his/her normal function role, dysfunctional situation, on personal and social structural dimensions, illness can prevent social actors from performing their institutional roles, consequence might be the failure of an institution to perform, illness can be defined as a form of deviance, motivated by conscious or unconscious, to avoid societal role-related responsibilities, or by a lack of motivation or to rebel. Medical practice is a mechanism: social system for coping with the illness of its members
· 4 key institutional expectations: sick person is exempt from normal social roles, not expected to handle the situation himself exempted from responsibility, has an obligation to want to get better, expected to seek, help. 
· physician’s responsibility: use knowledge to best of their ability, avoid emotional attachment, honor confidentiality 
· Thus sick role, is a rule bound social system that is governed by social roles, role expectations, and a system of guiding values
· Symbolic Interaction:focus on the micro realities of illness. 
· Goffman studies inmates in both prisons and mental wards and showed how people sustain a sense of self to avoid being stigmatized by illness/labels. 
· Human life, says Goffman, is a dramatic process. People always perform to an audience and always with the ultimate motive of maximizing their self esteem.
· humans are engages in a dramatic situation, managing ourselves to comply with expectations, when that compliance is not possible, we become deviants to a variety of social sanctions, including placement in an asylum
· symbolic interactionist are more interested in: how being defined as sick would influence ongoing social interactions of the individual
· Mcdonnell et al. : micro approach (1) social construction of health & illness -> definitions of illness are culturally, socially and historically contigent, and socially constructed, as well as the treatment and perception of the individual, certain illnesses are stigmatized (2) stigma can anger, or public can pity, different responses to diseases (3) mental disorder, is strongly affected by social perceptions and definitions
· Power-Conflict theory: overall life chances are related to class. 
· Different classes have different resources and work environments with different health risks. 
· The state supports invasion of health care by large corporations whose main motive is profit. 
· The state turns basic health services into commodities thereby creating a system of unequal heath.
· concept of social class is central to PC theory, capitalism categorized by unequal distribution of economic resources;  life chances and access to the necessities of life are directly related to class position, classes that dont share social surplus will tend to receive lower quality or non-existent services in terms of educ, housting, nutrition and health care. 
· role of state: provision of health care varies from nation to nation, no public health care: PC theory views state in negative terms, because PC theory, assumption that capitalist society the states fundamental roles is to attempt to ensure the overall stability and continuance of the system
· Navarro: sees the state as supporting, the profit-driven private industry that has dev. around the provision of health care
· state: supports division of labour most effective way to provide serviced = fewer experts and profit driven professionals; supports invasion of health care by large corporate interest with main motive $$$; allows corp. interest $$$ by refusing to address major issues around working conditions, one of the primary causes of illness; turns basic hc systems into commodities bought & sold on market; health care work to be conducted under poorer and poorer conditions; unequal regional provision of health care, an action that benefits corp sector providing services. 
· PROVISION OF HC: BUSINESS
· Feminist Theory: Patterns of mortality and morbidity are gendered.Health is constructed along gender lines:it mediates understandings of bodies, health and illness. 
· Evidence demonstrates that biological, economic and social differences between women and men contribute to differences in health risks.
· womens health care movement: womens liberation movement of 1960’s : mental health, violence against women, reproductive health disorders, nutrition and fitness, chronic mental conditions
· women were not seen to have the competence to understand their own health &  the majority of health care workers are women 
· Foucault: concern with control and power: how does the exercise of power relate to our bodies? 
· Concepts of the clinical gaze, bio-power and governmentality used to analyze health discourse. 
· Modern medicine and experts are for him examples of increased control of our bodies: we are told what to do, what is bad/good, how to act or not. 
· Experts, doctors, police, teachers are all about the exercise of power: knowledge/power.
· Post structuralist thinking: field of health care cn be seen to represent a new tech of power emerging in the19th century, state exert a different form of biopolitics, power over individuals: development of medicine and the campaigns to teach hygiene and to medicalize the population as essential to the state’s exercising power over the entire population
Chapter 16: Deviance & Social Control

SUMMARY + LIMITS

· deviance: any social behavior departing from that regarded as normal/socially acceptable within society; fails to conform with accepted norms &  standards of a group/system; violates institutionalized expectations (which are shared/recognized) as legitimate of a social system; generally different from crime
· crime: violation of criminal law or formal, legally sanctioned social norm;
· both crime & deviance r socially constructed
· Biological explanations: 
· Cesare Lombroso : idea that criminal behavior was inborn; 
· believed certain physical characteristics identified the convict in prison as a 'born criminal': bodily constitution that causes him to violate laws of society -> an atavism. 
· visible stigmata: asymmetry of the face or head, large ears, excessive cheekbones, long arms, lots of wrinkles, extra fingers or toes, twisted nose: men have 5 or more, women have 3 or more
· Problem: that it ignores the social context of definitions of deviance as well as the influence of social variables in the production of deviance and crimes. He had not compared the prison population to the general population, 
· Emile Durkheim: 
· shared moral codes/values known as collective representations, shape social life  & majority of individuals agree with belief system thus, society prevails
· Yet, it is impossible for all members of society to totally share a belied system
· presence of deviant individuals do not represent a radical threat to overall social order
· crime is a normal part of every society; a society exempt from it is impossible, crime consists of an act that offends certain strong collective sentiments, it is impossible that we all think alike; crime can actually serve a positive social function facilitating evolution of collective sentiments and thus preventing the stagnation of society; an action is criminal because it shocks the common conscience; violations must be punished, because punishment is affirming collective sentiments, we reaffirm validity of the values & norms that are the basis of social order, its true function is to maintain social cohesion intact, while maintaining its vitality in the common conscience. 
· every system experiences disturbances to its normal functioning but the system will find a way to restore equilibrium. Crime, according to Durkheim, is anything that offends common sentiments. We do not reprove of something because it is a crime but it is a crime because we reprove it.Crime serves a positive function by helping define the boundaries of ' normality". Punishment of criminals is to maintain social cohesion while maintaining its vitality in the common conscience.
· Parsons and Merton:
· intergrated social system: people must accept the legitimacy of society’s value system 
· faulty internalization of values: withdraw socially; evade fufillment of expectations; rebel by openly refusing to conform; deviance occurs when an individual is not properly socialized and not internalized into society’s value system 
· If a person is not fully integrated in society or has not fully integrated the social norms they are in danger of being deviant either through rebelling or withdrawal. 
· tendencies to deviance are socially structures, the role that deviance plays in social change is the need for society to have mech of social control to ensure that deviant tendencies are maintained within acceptable bounds 
· Merton : our primary aim is to discover how some social structures exert a definite pressure upon certain persons in society to engage in non-conforming conduct
· goals: if a goal is highly valued but someone lacks the means to go after it, deviance may occur
· conformist beh ( ind. accepts culturally defined goal and has access & means to achieve that goal)
· further developed this notion by adding that there are 4 different responses to the stain felt between pressure to adhere to cultural goals and the cultural means for achieving these: conformity (not rlly a form of deviant beh), ritualism (adaptation, might not be considered dev, departure from cultural model, rejects goal but clings to socially sanctioned beh that typically lead to achieving that goal ex:  not interested in upward mobility but works just as hard to get promotion yet does not seek higher status), retreatism (rejects socially legitimized means of achieving goal, dropout, close to dev beh we see day to day, ex: oucasts, vagabonds) or rebellion (rejection of society’s goals and means of achieving, alternate goal system and means, counter culture) (or innovation (beh pattern occurs when an ind. accepts the social values & goals but lacks means to achieve, and innovates with deviant means to achieve it ex: fraud).
· Conflict theory: 
· Chambliss shows how police use discretionary enforcement of laws based on their own middle class assumptions of who a 'real' deviant is.
· those with lower class backgrounds are treated more harshly, social control: dominant groups will control the behavior of others through law or thru internalization od its definitions via agents of socialization
· NEO marxism: asks how it is that certain behaviour is defined as deviant and /or criminal. Crime and criminal behaviour can be understood as an expression of class conflict. Ruling or dominant class has the power to define deviane and to enforce this definition.
· tech change: result in higher unemployment, declining sales, economic stgnation, threatening economic foundation of society: increasing theft, violence and deviant behaviors
· class relations generate conflict; dominant class maintains its position, result conflict, those in power want to define those opposing their interests as abnormal, unreasonable and deviant
· Spitzer: those who steal from the rick question the operation of the system, try to escape relationships of alienation and despair via drugs or question the sancitity of capitalism and the dominant ideologies that reinforce it become defined as the problem. 
· state agencies use variety of approaches to deal with deviance, absorbing deviant pop into general pop by co-optation to diffuse their actions and criticisms of the system, convert troublemakers by hiring them as police guards and social workers who have the responsibility of social control
· last resort: outright repression and greater support for law enforcement and punishment, crime industry
· Spitzer notes that a marxist analysis must understand deviance as emergent property of the mode of production in the specific society. The socio-economic organization of capitalism is the context in Western world through which deviance and crime can be understood. The dominant class is able to systematically translate its economic power into ideological power and political power.
· Symbolic Interactionism: 
· Labelling theory: deviant behaviour is behaviour so defined. Deviant is hence a relative term; deviance and social control always involve processes of social def. ACT OF being labelled will produce behaviour
· Sociologists should focus on the the study of micro behaviour and social interaction to understand how definitions of deviance are, interactionally, produced.
·  Deviance can be primary: an act committed that has no influence on the self concept. Secondary deviance: influences the sense of self and may lead to self fulfilling prophesy and lastly, tertiary deviance where a negative label is reframed as a positive one.
· Feminist theory: see criminology as as the criminology of Men: theories of criminality have developed from male subjects and validated on male subjects: they are man made. These theories can not be applied equally to all human beings.
· Feminists point to the need to address the intersection of race, gender, age and ethnicity when developing theories of deviance and crime.
· criminology BERNARD: stag effect: attracted male scholars interested in understanding outlawed men
· Alleman: liberal feminism: women had been liberated from traditional homebound social role into positions of power and influence and as a result, were acting/behaving more like men; masculinity theisis of women liberation: women were taking new roles traditionally occupied by men, in turn committing similar crimes;; Simon: more opportunities to commit crime because their roles became more complex;;;; Marxian theory: sex-gender blind, women being part of economical exploitation, domination and alienation;; socialist feminism: women are controlled dominated by men, patriarchy, sexual abuse, domestic violence, women are victims, not outcome of class domination but also oppression in patriarchal system;; radical feminism: extension of the notion that male domination is central cause of womens involvement in criminal justice system, showing the law and male serving purposes
Chapter 17: Race and Ethnicity

(go over these two concepts)

The word ethnicity is relatively modern even though it can be traced to the 14th century when it referred to being pagan or heathen. As the authors point out, there is no concise definition of ethnicity, the closest we get is: a shared awareness of ancestral differences as a basis for engagement or entitlement. One important question is who provides the definition. The concept of race is likewise both overused and under-understood: the most common usage is the othering of individuals.There is no agreement as to the definition. The concept can be seen to have emerged through efforts to classify people.This is in line with the early interest of biologists who indeed focused on classifying humans, plants and animals. Phillip Rushton at the University of London Ontario, argues for a racial hierarchy. Shockingly, his ideas were approved by some although rejected by most. His theory is a throwback to Lomroso, arguing that physical characteristics are indications of ability and int!

elligence. Interestingly, Rushton was investigated by the Ontario Human Rights Commission.

Structural Functionalism: interested in the equilibrium of society. A dysfunction arises when there is inconsistency between a society's official or formal values and the actual lived experiences of its members. Race and ethnic conflict can be seen as the outcome of such a dysfunction, racist ideas producing dysfunctional social institutions and practices. The ascription of status is potentially dysfunctional in a modern democracy: achieved status in in line with the basic beliefs of democracy.

Conflict theory: the ruling class attempt to impose its views on the society through the process of ideological domination. They believe that racist ideas and beliefs have long been part of dominant ideology in North America. Racist ideas are part of the divide and conquer ideology to split subordinate classes into conflictual factions. Racist ideas may be seen to benefit the dominant classes by justifying slavery and the appropriation of the land of First Nations

Chapter 18: Globalization

SUMMARY + LIMITS

· Global patterns of inequality: e.g top 20% of world'd pop by income accounts for 75% of total global income.
· Globalization has benefited some nations but not others.This development can be accounted for by looking at the different stages of Capitalism.
· Capitalism is based on the principle that the most important activity is profit making (George Grant)
· The initial stage = mercantilism or merchant capitalism. Colonies were important sources of wealth and power. 1770-1850s.
· Second stage of capitalism: Industrial revolution: new technologies. 
· 1840-1872 golden era of capitalism. Competition so aggressive, small competitors were eliminated. Large competitors combined themselves into cartels, trusts and mergers; way from individual ownership to corporate ownership. 
· Process of capital accumulation became institutionalized in the large corporation. Local and domestic markets became saturated. These changes referred to as the new imperialism. 
· Unprecedented internationalization of capital as the corporations competed on a global scale for raw materials, markets and investment outlets.In 1929 the system suffered near collapse:depression.
· The Keynesian revolution:notion that during crisis state intervention in the economy is necessary and legitimate.
· The development of the welfare state:on many fronts the welfare state can also be seen as a capitalist society in which the state has intervened in order to mitigate class conflict and to provide for certain need capitalism itself has produced but has no solution or provisions for.
· Typical welfare state involves state intervention: 1. education and health to propagate the working class, 2.regulation and control of labour market,3.minimizing labour-capitalist conflicts,4,provision of income assurance for the unproductive.
· The fall of the welfare state: deregulation and freedom from any government regulation began to dominate actions and policies of governments. Power of nation state and regional capital paled in the face of new trade agreements OPEC, GATT, International Monetary Fund.
· Neo-Keynesianism: Free market advocates had a golden era 1990-2005 then the market crashed. Risky mortgage practices led to a massive bankruptcy
· in the US, Lehman Brothers declared bankruptcy.Banks seized millions of homes, house prices collapsed. Crisis spread globally: global financial crisis 2007-2009 destroyed $50 trillion in wealth, 20 million jobs globally.
· New regulatory regimes were introduced by government. This recent wave has been referred to as Neo-Keynesianism. High levels of government spending and dept have triggered right wing parties such as the Tea Party in the US.
· Globalization: is it the end of the nation state?States are virtually powerless to generate policies, power is in the hands of transnationals.David Held's treaty of globalization and the state:multidimensional relations to power:personal level of our bodies, cultural and civic associations, legal and regulatory agencies that formulate new laws and regulations.
· Critique of capitalism in sum: developing nations and hence global inequalities are generated as a result of developed nations. Capitalism entails paradoxes and contradictions that polarize and expropriate/appropriate surplus. This is a cause of poverty in developing nations that remain poor and underdeveloped. Capitalism operations within an area larger than can possibly be controlled by political entities.

