Newfound Land and the Fishery
Lecture 5


extreme example of the mercantilist view in action
it is a rocky island, not a lot of agricultural potential
climate is difficult
NFL is actually further south than England is, the cold Labrador current does a number on it
the climate means that the animal population is pretty heavy in predators
there are boom and bust cycles
as a result it is very difficult for hunter populations to establish there
Beothuk
came to NFLD
there were not many of them
hunting and fishing
probs not more than 5-700 of them at their peak
one of the cultural wierditest was that they painted their bodies with red oakers, term red indians
the banks of NFLD- they are not shores
they are elevated shallows and fish have to swim closer ot surface
became good place to fish
stories that it was so easy you could just put a bucket over the side
whale oil
had lots of uses
over fishing
French and English developed different technolies for fishing cod
French- the green or wet fishery
fished from barrels over the sides fot he ships using hooks and lines. they gutted the fish in board and through them down to layers of salt
got the salt from Europe- evaporating sea water
Brit dry fishery
did not have the same weather than eruope had and had to import salt which was expensive and had to use salt sparingly
they beached their ships for the summer, and then fished out of small boats
and would bring fish in and dr them on racks and then salted them lightly
dry salt cods keeps a long long time
they would save up the cargo and take the entire cargo home at once
these are both migratory fisheries
but done quite differently
the market was catholic Europe
they increased to eat cod
it was landed at costal ports and then taken in land
these voyages could often be quite complicated
mercantilist philosophy was actually applied in NFLD
many tried to settle NFLD
they all failed
because of the harsh climate, bad land for farming,
but a few families of settlers actually stayed on and took to fishing 
there was a small resident fishery in the 1620’s
this is the reason why the mercantilist phil was applied to strictly
because the dry fishery was controlled by companies in the west of England
they were afraid of a resident fishery developing in NFLD in opposition to them- selfish
in order to get their way, they would have to argue something different
they said the migratory fishery was in the public interest, because it was the nursery of the royal navy
that’s where all the sailors would be
parliament bought that for 300 years
became and advantage for the migratory fishery to have someone on the ground over the winter to have things ready once winter was over
and to have someone protect those fishing flakes
protect from French and more importantly native population – the Beothuk
every year they would come down and burn their flakes to try and get the nails
the fisherman would take their time and angrily kill the Beothuk
British did not want any institutions in NFLD
but got complaints with the growth of NFLD that they needed some sort of law and order
the first ships captain would become the fishing admiral for that season and the responsibility to protect it and bring wrong doers back to England for trial
the fishing captains had better things to do than regulate their competition
King Williams act- gave a right of appeal to fishing captains to the admirals
disruptions of 1670 civil war
residents were fishing
By end of 1700s, various wars had shifted the trade
ship building was in NFLD and they were directly trading with the west indies
the colony was dominated by the fishing industry
in 1820’s- in response to populations complaints
England appointed a permanent governor and eventually an elected assembly
Beothuk
racial genocide- last in 1829
the governors tried establishing communications, but did not go well
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