Revolution Rejected
Lecture 10

Tried by judge alone, had to prove their innocence
british criminal law 1774

Many of the colonies filled with Europeans, Germans, Scotts…
the English colnies were politically separate with one another and at odds
there was no over all governing body

assemblies began to s=establish Committees of Correspondence
to talk with other assemblies about the issues
only in 1774, they held a Continental Congress in Philadelphia
Novas Scotia, Q, and PEI were invited but did not go
a lot of dissention between the colonies, fighting over Vermont

Flag of the Green Mountain Boys of the Republic of Vermont 1777-91- Ethan Allen

why did the old seaboard colonies rebel?
a lot of factors that lead to American revolution, 3
1st- the fact that in the 13 colonies there were represented elected institutions that acted as a forum for public debate
these were important, they managed govt, taxes, and the leaders were frequently arguing for independence
The Northern colonies did not have the tradition of elected colonial govt
the assembly at NS was dominated by Halifax merchants
NFLD had season naval governor
2nd- tremendous increase in population in 13 colonies and their growing economic power
immigration rate tripled

growing economic strengths of the colonies
sea cities developed well because of trade
these large coastal cities were most active to pushing the revolution
by the time of the revolution
by 1770, 400 vessels were built in the colonies every year

americans were competing with their british counter parts
no longer content with the colonies shipping raw materials to England, where they would sell it back
they wanted to have their own markets
Britain’s new colonies were not enjoying a high rate if immigration
better employment further south
Northern colonies remained under populated and weak and relied on Britain for trading and manufacturing

3rd factor
conflicting interests in the interior of North America
royal proc of 1763 recognized indigenous rights west of the aligeties. there was no right to settle there without the approval of the crown, and without them having first purchased land from the first peoples
lots of this is modern day issues over land claims and rights
consequence of the proclamation when the revolution did erupt Britain was assisted by its allies
another factor to revolution
disagreement over Britain war debt (7 years war) and taxation policies
B was determined to stop subsidizing the American colonies
firtd thing they did in 1764
B parliament cut the sugar tax
but enforced its collection
a lot of opposition stirred up
Britian introduced a stamp act 1765
you had to have a revenue stamp on every newspaper, license, contract etc  and that was designed to cover 1/5 of the army in America
these were light taxes compared to the british tax payer
however for americans it seemed like a lot
quickly became a matter of principle
‘taxation without representation?” DC
so much opposition over all of this that Britain repealed the act after a year and instead raised the customs duties
before they were intended for foreign imports to make Amercians buy british, now it was simply to get revenue
again Britian backed down, getting rid of duties of all imports except tea
lead to Boston Tea Party 1773
colonists dressed up at Natives, and threw crates of tea into the bay

this was responded to right away
parliament closed the port of boston until the company was repaid
introduced marshall law0 control by army
lead to 1774 Continental congress, boycott of British goods
how did it affect the north?
most provocative of the acts directed at Massa
Quebec act actually benefits Q
it protects Ohio country for the fur trade, rights for church, French civil law
these issues that were making the 13 colonies mad, either was positive for northern colonies or did not matter to them
their was a general trend to autocracy
fighting erupted in 1775
Congress made declaration of independence a year later
NFLD
small pop
specialized fishing economy
dependent on Euro markets and B shipping
island of St John, PEI, only about 1000 people
really was isolated from the issues
isolated geographically
also old proprietorial colony
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