LECTURE NOTES
Ancient, Biblical and Medieval Traditions
· beginning in the Garden in Eden with Genesis

· (picture) harmony, abundance, peace, place of innocence, everything is natural utopia

· (picture) God says you can do anything but you can't touch that one tree. 

· Notion of “Obedience” -> listen to God's command

· and God said, and God commanded... ex) and God said let there be light (and there was light)

· idea that worlds being in the form of language

· Utopias are created through words and languages

· man is in some way the “keeper” of the garden, of the Earth

· God gives us the power of language to name, and we are given the power of language to control 

· women created after man

· Adam gets the power to name; Eve doesn't (hierarchy)

· When Adam and Eve disobey gods command, they fall; so the garden of eden is a place where the search for knowledge is dangerous... transgression... desire... -> leads to exile

Garden of Eden
· idea that human reason is fatally flawed

· links desire for knowledge with transgression 

· knowledge leads (paradoxically) to consciousness of limitation and reality of death 

· adam and Eve do not know they are naked until they eat the fruit from the tree, and then they are aware of death 

· Utopian thought one way to reject idea of “original sin” (idea that mankind since the fruit was eaten, everyone is sinned?) 
· desire to eat what was forbidden of her resulting in fall and exile
Can we ourselves create a perfect world if we are fundamentally flawed?

If you make a mistake, are you going to own up to it?

Are we still in search for the perfect Eden? By creating Utopias?

Rule of St Benedict
· established to practice a particular vision of a better life

· known as “withdrawn” communities

· monasteries

· elaboration of rules of living make the connection to utopianism
· obedience (disobedience is what gets Adam and Eve in trouble), regimental, work, no women (sexuality is not a part of these men)

· no private property, idea that everything is shared (collectivism) is one way to create harmony

· The Benedictine Motto and Rule:

· “Pax” (Peace)

· “Ora et Labora” (Pray and Work)

· Idleness is the enemy of the soul

· work, work, labour

· major source for Sir Thomas More's Utopia
· heuristic community – Abbott very much in charge 
Utopian Practice
· mid 19th century

· revival of religious utopias

· 16th century – Reformation (argued that monastic communities had become hopelessly corrupt)

· many religious communities were prosecuted in Europe and came to North America

Shakers
· new kind of search for Utopia

· unlike monastic communities, these communities looked towards the New Testament

· looked at equality rather than a hierarchy (living in harmony) (radical idea during this time)

· leader was a woman (Mother Ann)

· believed she had a series of revelations about the best ways to create a utopia -> Shaker communities 

· based on the idea of gender equality (women and men are equal) (unlike other Utopias like Saint Benedict's monasteries which exclude women because of Eve)

· believed that they should be separate from the rest of the world

· issues idea of private property 

· Mother Ann took one thing from Genesis -> fear of sexuality (men and women do not live together; live on separate sides of the house with different entrance) -> community where sex is forbidden 

· maybe because she lost all of her children (see reading)

· one of the problems of the monasteries was they became too rich -> shakers issued wealth (idea of simplicity)

· core beliefs include communitarian life, equality of the sexes, celibacy, enthusiastic worship services, a belief in the imminent Second Coming of Christ, and a strong labour ethic (hard working community like the monasteries)
Amana Communities (the community of true inspiration)
· core beliefs include to live peacefully, cooperatively, with humility and dignity, and with faith in God

· practice an inward faith of devotion based on the 21 Rules of True Godliness and Blessed Life
· lacks injunction against sexuality (you could have sexual relations unlike the Shakers)

· sustained community by selling goods to the rest of the world (making furniture)

Oneida community
· founded by John Noyes -> believed to be the most spiritually enlightened and had his pick of women

· believed in idea of propagated love (everyone should sleep with everyone else)

· children came from the most spiritually advanced -> had the right and duty to sleep with the most women

· example of when you have a charismatic leader who can convince you to do anything, can show you the flip side of utopias 

What these communities (Shakers, Amana, and Oneida) all hold in common:
· All hold a general dissatisfaction of the world

· Make own withdrawn communities because they don’t believe the world can be reformed

· Troubled by original sin -> human nature is fatally flawed

· All share idea of eventually a new world -> in the form of the return of the new Jerusalem (the new Eden)

The Apocalypse and Millenarianism – Revelations the bible 
· John has a revelation -> entire world must be utterly destroyed 

· centre of destruction is what john calls Babylon -> everything that is wicked, sinful, and decadent -> everything that should be destroyed 

· idea of in order for there to be a better world, there has to be a purge

· Hitler would be an example -> world without Jews

· only the righteous will be saved

· one world, one future, one end

· purging, cleansing, judging... (who will be judged to be righteous?)

· Hope of the New Jerusalem (return of the loss of the Edenic paradise)

Difference between New Jerusalem and Eden?

· Eden is a garden; New Jerusalem is a constructed city (John spends alot of time talking about gems)

· something to think about -> important contrast 

The Land of Cockaigne – A.L. Morton 
· pleasure and indulgence

· no sort of consequences

· another land of abundance – different kind of abundance then in Eden

· absolutely no prohibition

· no forbidden tree

· motto: “the more you sleep, the more you earn”

· translates into: the lazier you are, the better off you are

· if you work, you can be arrested (flip side of previous stories)

· land of eternal health and youth 

· no diseases from overeating, sexual indulgences 

Idea of the Carnival and the “Carnivalesque”: space for a moment that reverses the natural hierarchy of the rest of the world 

· in the land of Cockaigne, hierarchies are reversed thus fools become wise, and kings beggars

· ideas and truths are tested and contested

· site of resistance to authority where cultural and potentially political change can take place

· similarity to where we live: Travel to Exotic Lands

· lots of things today that the Land of Cockaigne offer

· Pleasure utopias not just a place of escape and fantasy, can be a place for imagining radical change

Kubla Khan – Samuel Taylor Coleridge
· tries to recover a pleasure dome; a new Jerusalem

· tries to imagine what it might be like

· builds this land with a decree (laws)

· women wailing for her demon lover

· Who is the narrator?

· Author took opium and woke up and had a vision. Sat up, tried to write the poem, but along came a neighbour, interrupting him and the poem was never finished

· voice of the poem is from a narrator seeking some kind of control

· opening rhymes in the beginning are known as “masculine rhymes” (ends in a strong beat) 

· moves out of these masculine rhymes into more “feminine rhymes” (end in a weak point)

· lines become longer; more sinuous

· start to being with uncertainties (could; would; should)

· “dome in the air” - insubstantialness of the visions that hes having 

· Do we want to build Xanadu? Ends with a warning “beware, beware”

· Does the poem fulfil its promise? Does it do what it promises in the opening stanza?

The Lotus Eaters – Alfred Lord Tennyson

· land of dreams, hallucination, and of rest

· The Spenserian Stanza: Rhyme Scheme of ababbcbcc

· The Nymphaea Lotus

· binding patterns of rhymes like the properties of the lotus 

· Spenserian stanza starts to go away as the poem continues on (lines get longer and longer), as the men start to relax in their drugged state as they start to not care and not want to go home any longer

· everything they have been missing is here: abundance, water, food, peace, afternoon

· dominant verb in poem: “seems” 

· occurs in all but 1 of the 5 opening stanzas

*these pleasure utopias often bring with them great danger

Utopia - Sir Thomas More 

· contradicts himself a lot

· story of one mans voyage to a fantastic land

· also a text about an individual's relationship to the state (More was beheaded for refusing to give up his belief)

· Latin edition of Utopia published in 1516 translated by Ralph Robinson into English in 1551

· picture on page 133: describes setting for the book; 3 men sitting on a bench in a garden; before dinner; having a conversation; talking about a world in which only one of them has seemingly been to

· speakers name telling you about the utopia is “nonsense”

· but starts off with him saying he'll remember all the details (even the size of a river) and that he will be honest

· “no people” - is the name of the king (so he is the king of no people)

· Ways of reading it: Roadmap for politics? A game? A joke for whoever takes it seriously?

· Litotes “or denying the contrary”:

· ex: Because though no beauty by fashion-mag standards, the ample-bodied Ms. Klause, we agreed, was a not unclever, not unattractive, not unpopular...”

· ex: Not unwelcome 

· because the negative itself is negated, litotes speak of a habit of mind of seeing more than one side of a habit of mind of seeing more than one side to a question; causes mind to see-saw, weighing evidence

· this text has many of these litotes

· ideas at the base of humans are: greedy, full of pride, and irrational

· Louis Marin: “What is the relation between the 'real' world out of which the author of a utopia writes, and the fictional – and purportedly – ideal worlds which he or she creates? 

· In book 2, Raphael (narrator) starts speaking in short declarative factual kinds of sentences 

· Why? To get point across easier (like politicians)

· doesn't leave a lot of room for arguments

· this society is socially engineered to shape peoples nature

· What does it mean to organize an ideal society?

· In Utopia everything is carefully spaced out: every city is set up on an ideal space of land; every house is in a row, but no space in between; streets are wide 

· Population is carefully regulated (no crowding, no urban density)

· If too many people in family, excess people are simply transferred (idea of mobility and exchange; distribution of population) (ex: too much wood in one place? Just move it)

· everyone seems kind of exchangeable in Utopia (everyone has the same type of clothing; everyone looks the same when it comes to clothing)

· toilets are golden chamber pots, to devalue gold ('shit' rhymes with 'sit' in a golden chamber pot)

· young ones are seated by the elderly so no secret stuff can be done during dinner (notion of “transparency” - no places where people can talk in secret; no secrets; openness ex: no lurking corners)

· have to have company and a permit when travelling outside of Utopia (irony of a travel narrative which is incredibly restricted)

· relation to community like the Oneida community (walk so close together even a dog shouldn't be able to pass through)
· pleasure in Utopia = moderation and rationalization

· regulated notion of pleasure
· everything is done not only for you but for the greater good of society (no individuals or privacy within Utopia; part of a class)

· deviating from the norm are harsh 

· Who are the slaves? Why do they do all the dirty things? The death penalty. What are the punish for crimes just as infidelity (talking in secret)?

· not a dictatorship though (no one dictator saying what society should do; it is a commonwealth where everyone acts in the best action for the community)

· dialogue (book 1) -> monologue (book 2)

· some key notions: conformity, equality, order 

· learn really easily – no real struggle to learn

Atlantis (Plato's Critias)

· like genesis, one of the founding lost societies

· full of abundant natural resources – gold, timber, spices, animals

· great thriving city in the centre

· different historical searches to find this lost city – where is it?

· Like Moore's Book 1 Utopia, this is a dialogue

· during the time of Athens

· Plato sits with others and discusses ideal forms of government

· Plato is our only source of historical records

· this story was passed down from various poets, priests, and philosophers

· One of Plato's most famous stories – the destruction of the ancient civilizations of Atlantis – is almost certainly false. So why is this story still repeated more than 2300 years after Plato's death?

· highly organized highly developed society

· created by the will of the God's (poseidon)

· starts off with population of men who are half men half god

· Utopias are often preoccupations of a particular society

· society that values above all else: virtue (behavior showing high moral standards)
· we don't know how Zeus chastised the society

· Plato believes that when mankind is separated from the gods, human nature is pride, greed, and irrationality, and the farther we get separated the more lost we are

· points the view to the world that is behind us: the past

Sailing to Byzantium – William Butler Yeats

· what we now know today as Istanbul

· seeking of the utopia through a spiritual journey

· 4 stanzas / 8 lines each

· being even numbers, mean the numbers of completion and death

· here the pleasure sought has nothing to do with the body

· only way to find utopia is to leave mankind and our form behind 

· holy fire: to burn, cleanse the old man 

· poet leaves behind the human body and metamorphoses into a golden bird 

· Is a non-human Utopia the only possible Byzantium?

The New Atlantis – Francis Bacon

· country called Bensalem

· points the view to the world that is familiar to us

· believes human society might be perfected

· idea of progress, idea that human nature might be reachable (not just hoped for and achieved)

· radical shift from pessimism to optimism

· rather than look back to authority, looks forward

· often called “farther of modern science” (francis bacon)

· one of the early intellectuals

· sailor that notes everything he sees around him

· somewhere west of Peru

· west becomes the direction of the future, the utopia

· East is regarded as the past (ex: garden of eden is located somewhere east)

· based around the importance of family, and propagation of children (children are important resources for the continuation of society)

· you get to inspect your future partner naked (and your friends do too)

· Whats the difference?

· ex) crooked leg being pointed out by friends that you don't care about

· from SUBJECT to OBJECT

· from DESIRE to OBSERVATION 

· built already the pursuit of intellect -> pursuit of knowledge

· we are told this is a fable

· So what is it that we are supposed to learn, take away from this fable?

· Spreading of knowledge

· possibility of through observation, education, we have a vision of human discovery (ship sailing off to unknown sees) 

· moving forward, creation of modern science

· why is it a “work unfinished?”

· the text ends with: “the rest was not perfected”

Shakespeare - Tempest

· play opens in chaos

· social hierarchy is completed inverted, mariners are the ones giving the noblemen and king the orders telling them what to do

· moment of chaos into a moment of order 

· fundamental tool that Prospero is going to use is knowledge from books

· 'Tempest' from the word 'Tempos'

· play opens with Prospero teaching Miranda a lesson

· in control 

· knowledge = power

· Caliban in the play comes across as barbaric

- foolish, follows Trinkilo and Stefano (because they give him alcohol)

- follows idea to take the island back from Prospero

- hates Prospero

· Is Prospero or Caliban the barbaric one?

· How do you justify this?

· Prospero teaches Caliban language after destroying Caliban's mother

· seems Caliban cannot be civilized

· after his attempt at raping Miranda, he becomes a slave

· idea of literacy, knowledge, and authority

· Ferdinand falls in-love with Miranda as Prospero wanted

· If theres anyone good in this play its Gonzalo

· counsellor

· Gonzalo imagines a utopia which is different from the rest of the play

· one of the things Gonzalo would banish are letters (letters and learning are related to Prospero)

· Prospero says at the end of the play: forgive me, if i have done anything to offend let me free

· play sets you up to be sympathetic to Prospero

· Miranda is in many ways the hope of the future

· in many ways set up to do what Prospero wishes 

· in many ways a naive pawn on the board (goal is to capture the king in chess)

· Way Prospero gets Ariel to do his bidding is by threats

· Is the one who is the least human and civilized the one who is supposed to be the one who is most knowledgeable (Prospero)?

Communist Manifesto (Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels)
· World Gonzalo would have imagined

· there is labour, but no sovereignty or kings

· manifesto is a call to arms, call to action

· established the platform of the Communist party and proclaimed the overthrow of industrial 19th century capitalism by the working class. It ends the rousing call to action: “The proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win. Workers of all countries, unite!”

· text assumes that there are needs to have some kind of social engineering to erase some of the qualities of human nature 

· property is important to Marx

· cooperation and sharing opposed to accumulation and ownership

· to marx, the root of all evil is stratification of people by means of social class

· concerned with overproduction (we make too much)

· we produce and produce until we have a wealth of products, but nothing else

· fantasizing about utopian thought is not enough (just creates dreamers)

· end of capitalism is slavery

The utopian elements in early Marxism:
· human behaviour or “nature” might improve dramatically following the revolutionary reconstruction of society, particularly in the direction of recapturing any supposed social “essence” in human nature

· the coercive apparatus of state, army, and police might be dramatically reduced in the future as a result (idea being with the kind of social change that is proposed, that the people will govern themselves)

· that a limited range of improvement in behaviour, possible in a small-scale community, and often inspired by religious motives, might be transferred to a national scale and motivated by secular ideology (marx wanted to argue that we don't need religion to create a better society – rather through a secular ideology)

· that national, centralized, economic planning was viable 

· that the rotation of employment might be combined with a plan for large-scale collectivization on a national scale (idea that you can take labourers and can place them in one place or another)

The case against utopias
· too dangerous; self-defeating; leads to violence; too attractive; in most atrocities there's a big utopian dream of a cleaner society or purer society; how is one person's utopia necessarily for everyone else?
· Is dreaming about utopia so dangerous that it should not be encouraged?

The case for utopia
· political theory specifically directed towards human happiness; utopian thought is a necessary beginning to political change; to be human is to search for a better way of living 

Brave New World
· everybody's happy now

· your role of an observer

· wont be getting a narrators version (you will be like a student taking notes)

· brought into a lab, getting a tour from the director

· technological advanced, stable, complete happiness society
· key values of this world: 

· community, identity, stability

· dream-house for babies

· conceived artificially in test tubes 

· raised in batches

· hypnotic wisdom, listen to what they are to do when they get older 

· fear books, art, beauty, nature (botany)
· family as a unit of social organization is not in this utopia

· world controller is Mustapha Mond 

· soma = antidepressant drugs

· one of the things that horrifies Lenina at the reserve is the aging bodies

· go around in helicopters

· incredibly artificial society

· “o brave new world” - john quoting miranda from the tempest

· is forward the only possible way to go? Doesn't idealize the savage reservation

“Happiness has got to be paid for”
· home

· family

· marriage, monogamy, romance

· books

· individuality (there is identity though)

· god and religion / immortality (concern about death; they don't age)

· power to choose or criticize

· history

Spectre of Historical Forces behind Brave New World
· Stock market crash of 1929

· Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 

· WW1 and the rise of Hitler

· Henry Ford and the automobile as example of mass consumerism

What is not lost in Huxley's world?
· Hierarchy (alphas blond and tall, gammas short and dark, world ruled by men)

· technology and knowledge

· abundance, excess, and luxury 

What is man's relationship to technology?
· liberator

· threat

· instrument of power

· is there any other solution besides becoming slaves or suicide to the 1%? (seen in Blade Runner)

Hall – Amazonia 
· Gender Utopias

· land ruled by women

· world ruled by women is like a world ruled by drunkiness, trickery, thievery

· narrator (Mercurius) is a student at Cambridge

· describing for us these worlds he sees in his travels

· Mercury is the messenger of the Gods, but is also a trickster. Can't really trust what he says

· descriptions are spatial (maps)

· sets us up to believe in the realness

· Viraginia is “perfectly fertile but poorly husbanated”

· Mercurius is abducted and imprisoned until he swears an oath

· but breaks it (says he comes from a land ruled by Women – Elizabeth (England))

· democracy

· but because they talk so much, they have to hold a 'continual parliament' (always debating and arguing)

· women are incapable of creating a logical and constant government 

· women portrayed as exceedingly vain (check looks, subject to flattery)

· men are emasculated (used as sex slaves)

· Mercurius says he didn't see any honourable women during his travels 

Margaret Cavendish – The Convent of Pleasure
· example of a woman who refused to take what was considered natural as a women

· “as singular as i can”

· some people blame the husband for not keeping watch on her

· she is eccentric, mad

· written in a society in which the kinds of values about gender roles are absolutely not a part of the general culture

· she suggests gender is more of a performance, a role that we are conditioned to play (the story is a drama)

· her name in the play is “Lady Happy”

· because she is extremely lucky – left a fortune from her father 

· all men want to court her 

· utopian world built exclusively for women

· not a place where there is a lot of eating and drinking, world of intellectual, physical pleasure

· Lady Happy refuses to play natural role of wife and mother

· perform different kinds of work (sense that women can do any kind of work)

· not a sense that the world is poorly husbanded 

· men are not happy being excluded, try to find ways to marry Lady Happy, become frustrated that they cannot get into the Convent 

· decide that burning the Convent down is the only way to get in (not successful)

· one foreign prince decides the only way to enter is to pretend to be a women (dresses like a princess) – others say lets do it, but advisor says that the women won't buy it – gender bodily differences (conditioning opposed to nature?) 

· What constitutes “natural” behaviour?

· Kiss was different

· at the end, Lady Happy is to marry “the princess”

· doesn't stage it at the end

· lady happy speaks less and less as the play progresses

Charlotte Perkins Gilman – Herland 

· written by a women, but the narrator are the men who go to visit the women

· 3 narrators go to the world imagine a male stereotype of an all women world

· Jeff imagines a world full of roses, and babies, and canaries, and tighties

· Terry (playboy of text) imagines young, sexy girls who have not seen a man in a long time

· Vandyck Jennings: man of reason, sociologist

· Actually: civilized country, competent, rational, and pleasant

· Terry discovers a group of women described as “cool as cucumbers” - not the kind of sex objects that Terry thought he would discover 

· kind of utopia that gonzalo (tempest) longed for

· no wars, no kings, no priests, no aristocracies, no hierarchies

· cooperation and community 

· children raised by community 

· attempting to rethink the roles of sexuality in determining cultural behaviour

The Wasteland – T.S. Elliot 

· response to increasing use of technology

· landscape filled with rocky corpse, dry, garbage, rocks – not much in the way of greenery or water

· empty, full of dissatisfaction 

· is the quest to find a utopia even possible 

· culture that has been battered by technology, spiritual hope, and progress has been annihilated

· poem opens on a note of bitterness 

· “For indeed I myself have seen, with my own eyes, the Sibyl hanging in a bottle at Cumae, and when those boys would say to her: 'Sibyl, what do you want?' she replied, 'I want to die.'”

· recycling of fragments tossed up of western culture reconsidered

· begins in a graveyard (burial of the dead)

· this poem is an exploration that has been banished from Brave New World – death, waste, alienation, happiness 

· quest to see if it can find the idea of the Holy Grail (analogy for a utopia) – means to heal, restore, and bring back health to a nation
Section 1: Burial of the Dead

· first section: voice we hear is a speaker by the name “Marie”
· second section: 'prophetic voice, apocalyptic invitation to a journey'
· third section: 'imaginary tarot reading' (tarot reading is a way to tell the future)
· fourth section: 'urban apocalypse'

· poem says april is the cruelest month bringing lilacs out of the dead

· landscape sets us up in alienation – given a babble of conflicting voices to listen to “he, she, we, us, Marie”

· no longer hope for an Eden

· more of a hope for God, death, poetry (things that the Savage from Brave New World wants)
Section 2: Game of Chess
· wasteland uses sex as a way of regeneration 

· 2 opposing voices: wealthy women waiting in a room, as she waits, she becomes increasingly nervous, she sits in the room filled with all sorts of refinements (jewels, furniture) but she is the most privileged. She grows anxious and her voice becomes hysterical, as she attempts to imagine/communicate with a lover who never arrives. The inability to communicate emerges from the first section. 

· Friend is saying to her friend Lil whose Husband was just discharged from the Army she doesn't look good

· learned that Lil doesn't want to look good, already had 4 children, almost died with the 5th
· idea that sex might restore fertility in section 2 (A Game of Chess) becomes the opposite of that
Section 3: The Fire Serpent
· instead of looking to the west, looks to the east

· looks to the Buddha 

· buddha urges the only way to find peace is to give up earthly passion

· idea that peace might be found through renunciation (seen in religious societies, Benedict monks)

· Tiresias: prophetic figure that forsees the future (gods blinded him and gave him a second sight when asked it was better to experience sex as a man or woman 

· doesn't end in peace or satisfaction -> ends in BURNING

Section 4: Death by Water
· what the savage wants

· art, god

· sexual desire hasn't worked, renunciation hasn't worked

· so we get what the savage wanted – death

· about a sailor who has drowned

· all anxious cries in first 3 sections are quiet, silenced

· here there is only water, death by water

· idea that even with death, everything is simply forgotten (think back to sailing to byzantium – poet seeks to find a kind of future in death becoming a golden bird)

· here there is just the ocean where his bones are picked apart by water

· this section offers no heroism in death

Section 5: What the Thunder Said
· a retelling of the last days of christ

· rewritings of the stories of crucifixion

· image of revelations -> to reach eden you had to pass through an apocalypse where everything is destroyed

· falling towers, great cities of western history destroyed 

· in revelations, following the apocalypse came the new jerusalem

· turns to the paralus chapel where a holy grail is kept which has the power to repair the city

· nothing is there. All that is there is the rooster.

· Who or what is this rooster? Does he give us any kind of hope or healing? Traditionally, the idea of the cock crowing at dawn is the banishment of the dead 

· 2nd way to read it is the rooster symbolizes the denial of christ 

· turns to the east
· we get what the poem has been desperate for – water (this poem is dry, thirsty, dieing)
· no longer a sterile thunder, it comes with rain

· thunder has 3 functions: gives, sympathizes, controls

· what does the thunder give? A kind of perhaps regeneration of dry current of sexuality 

· image of each one of us carrying a key trying to get out of the prison (but theres no communication or community) – all of us are alone 

· who is the eye? Hes the fisher king, an image perhaps of christ. 

· Image of the fisher king with his back to us fishing. 

· Finally the poem turns away completely from western culture and ends in a foreign language

· ends with shantih, shantih, shantih (peace, peace, peace)

Have we found the peace?
· hope of catching the peace? (fishing)

· little fragments put together may we find peace 

Has we not?
· we only get a fragment of the next culture, the entire poem has been fragments

Does the poem find the “shantih” or peace it seeks?

What does the quest for utopia look like by the end of this poem? 

What is the films view of the direction to the east?
What is the relationship between humans and non-humans?

look at gender roles 

look for green spaces

Blade Runner
· Los Angeles 2019

· almost always dark

· nothing natural, smoke, fire

· media-saturated (surveillance, the eye)

· opening scene has no humans, just a world of endless lights, spinners

· distinctive difference between different worlds (whose on top, whose on the bottom)

· an Aesthetic of decay and the post-human future 

· techno-science 

· globalization (immigration, migration)

· population and class flows

· media manipulation of ideology

· environmental catastrophe 

· humans turned into machines – not transcendence but slavery 

· under city is a world of discrimination where the humans live

· the residents in the pyramid live in luxury

· promise of a better world, but those off-world colonies (land of opportunity and adventure) are actually brutal and violent 

· under world is always raining, “belly of the beast”

· moves from a big open view of a city, and then the camera moves into a crowded under-world

· our hero Deckard (the narrator) looks uninterested – telling us that hes under surveillance, reading the newspaper tells us that hes interested in learning things, sitting up against the neon wall tells us that perhaps he is plugged in himself in this world 

· collapse of any sort of fixed identity – difficult to figure out ones location and ones place 

· on the screen says purge (what needs to be purged?)

· doesnt have the results like Francis Bacon would have imagined 

· men invent, build, and destroy

· women are just sort of objects – killed off aggressively or raped

· the only humans that appear to be real are the Replicants, suggests that they are the humans

· like the wasteland, this film seems to suggest that there is nothing left, recycling of all the different motifs as what we have been looking at

· end not filled with hope

· future resulted in increasing attempt to find happiness through technology – instead end with alienation, dystopia

Is Deckard a replicant?
· Deckard has a dream, sees a unicorn running

· at the end of the film Gaff, makes origami figures (unicorn)

· suggesting the dreams Deckard has are not his own implying hes a replicant (implanted)

Dr Who – Utopia 

· gone to the end of humanity

· who gets included in utopia and who gets left outside the gates and what separates them?

· “Futurekind” - Teeth separates them “we're hungry, i'm hungry”

· obsessed only with eating, feeding

· descendants of Brave New World (everything has been taken care of besides the need to consume)

· no longer think of anything besides immediate gratification 

· those inside are still dreaming of a kind of utopia 

· more about identity rather than utopia – Professor Yanna is actually a time lord

· “one more lost soul dreaming of utopia”
