Experts, Specialists and Rational Methods

· Experts, Specialists and Rational Methods or How the age of reason produced world debt?
· Why the age of reason?
· Before the Age of Reason: superstition, corrupt religion, arbitrary rule
· Appetites of the rulers, slaves of experience
· Those who advocated and promoted Reason saw it as liberating the individual and freeing society from irrational decision-making
· “The unfolding of reason, the cultural passage from superstition to regional comprehension and its political analogue – the passage from subjection to individual economy” – John Donne
· Association of “reason with morality, common sense and gradually with personal freedom
· Favoring clear and explicit solutions
· Belief in progress
· Belief that in principle all problems have correct answers
· Doubt cannot be permitted to exist


Inquisition and Truth

· The modern idea that to every question there is a right answer… so we can’t assume or accept doubt or disbelief
· Reason and rational methods: man the thinker: end-directed action as a rational act; the disposition to a rational, universal, non-superstitious, perhaps a stale mechanical world
· Because we accept rationality as the guiding force in human behavior we find it difficult to accept and to explain extreme behavior we find it difficult to accept and to explain extreme behavior “that a man can do certain things unless he’s crazy”

Reason and Expertise

· Jesuits were the first to discover the virtues of a rigorous training program teaching rational methods 
· Jesuit training produced a set of technical skills for framing problems and developing solutions within certain parameters 
· Since there had to be an answer for every problem many variables had to be discarded if an answer was to be reached
· This produced the technocrat – artful/skillful ruler – technical skills without moral judgments 
· Reason without the moderating influence of any ethical structure quickly became the religion of these new elites

The Technocrat as Specialist or Expert 

· “A general obsession with management by solutions, a system in which the logic will always provide support for the conclusions”
· Five Stages
1. The rise of professionalism
a. Specialization
b. Retainer of a) information; b) expertise; and c) responsibility over a tiny area
2. Professional Credentials
a. Require certification based on successful completion of a rigorous training program. which teaches method for problem solving within the parameters of the profession
3. Development of specialist language
a. Language is no longer a tool of common understanding but becomes exclusionary: non-professionals are kept out of the debate
4. Contempt for the citizen/non-professional
a. Irrelevance of “spirit, appetite, faith, emotion, intuition, will, experience – none of these are relevant to the operations of our society
5. Elite debate and decision-making 
a. Excluding the citizen


Bob Mcnamara – Whiz kid – A man of Reason

· President of ford motor co – 1960-61
· US Secretary of Defense – 1961-68
· President of the World Bank – 1968-1981
· International citizen whose technocratic skills enable him to move freely from position to position
· Ostensibly freed from ambition and self interest because his decisions were based on reason
· Goal: the possession, use and control of knowledge










Freedom from Accountability

· Technocrats often freed from accountability and responsibility: unlike entrepreneurs they often have little stake in their enterprise and are removed from effective control by their shareholders and boards of directors
· Massive recycling of the money deposited in the west by oil-producing countries led in short order to the third world debt crisis
· Convinced Western banks to follow the World Bank’s lead in lending money to Third world countries to finance the purpose of Western industrial material and consumer goods

Basic Banking Problems

· Mcnamara ‘moved’ by the problem of poverty
· He increased the amount of money available to third world countries
· Missing in the problem formulation: how can fragile, agrarian, often tribal economies do better in an oil-based development strategy that has already flattened the west?
· What happens if this strategy fails and the banks are unable to collect their loans?
· Incredibly: nobody factored debt figures into the World Bank’s development model until 8 years later in 1981
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This technocratic program simply destroyed the bank as a functioning institution; created an incredible flow of self-justifying studies; and lied repeatedly to itself and the world about the state of these development programs
· Bank employees committed to the success of their program massaged the paperwork to keep money flowing
· When the IMF finally stepped in… the people who had never benefited from the program paid the price as did the environment 















Feminism

· Francoise d-Eaubonne introduced the term “ecofeminism” in 1974 to bring attention to women’s potential for ecological revolution
· From Demos: Helen Wilkinson: “we are in the midst of an historic change in relations between men and women: a shift in power and values that is unraveling many of the assumptions not only of the last 200 years of industrial society but also of millennia of traditions and beliefs… the advocacy of the rights of women and their social, political and economic equality with men’
· Began as a middle-class movement among the ‘half-emancipated’ women of the educated class
· Expanded to include sexism: the notion that women are treated as inferiors and dominated by men in all their activities, thoughts and emotions
· Women are prevented from becoming persons in the full sense and from controlling their destinies as individuals
Many beliefs and movements
· Two broad sets of ideas
· Equality based feminism
· Radical feminism: which emphasizes the differences between men and women; may advocate separate societies; and which believes women to be ‘more fundamental’ to life processes
· Radical feminists and women in traditional societies may believe in matriarchal society and in links between women as bearers and nurturers of life and “mother earth” itself

Population Growth

· Exacerbates other problems including direct and deliberate environmental degradation and indirect and often unintended environment degradation
· Deforestation, desertification and soil degradation; rural fight and urban blight; political destabilization
· Current technology permits population growth by improving transportation, distribution and storage (although distribution still depends on market forces) of food products and by increasing the rate at which we are able to grow food 
· Technology has not narrowed the gap between total calories required for a developed lifestyle (15,000 calories a day) and those for a subsistence life in a developing country (3,000 calories a day) 
· Much of the political debate is an argument between Cassandras and Dollyannas terms used to describe the doom predictors and economic optimists… their disputes often focus on verifying two competing sets of facts and evidence 


Women in Developing Countries 

· Growing populations; high fertility levels; high levels of environmental degradation 
· An average of 8-9 pregnancies; six live births with 4-5 survivors… 80% of reproductive years are spent in pregnancy & lactation 
· During pregnancy gains an average of only 9lbs; 6% death rate during pregnancy 
· Childbirth in rural areas usually without medical assistance 73% married by age 15
· Work 7 days a week

Women’s Work in Developing Countries

· Typical village work patterns: 60% performed by women
· 2 hours per day: carrying water
· In some areas: 200 days per year collecting firewood
· May have legal prohibitions on property, recreation other legal rights 
· De facto barriers to education, health care, mobility, higher death rates than males 
· Women are worn out by their 30’s; widows in some countries are left to beg

Women in Developed Countries 

· Despite glass ceilings and obvious inequalities how does life in Canada and the U.S compare for middle class women and those in the developing world?
· Health 
· Family 
· Employment
· Education
· Safety 

Women and Poverty

· Men work from sun to none but women’s work is never done…
· In both developed and developing world’s poverty rests largely on women 
· Women still do most of the childcare and housework
· Women’s work hours exceed men’s by up to 30%
· Women are more likely to head single parent households






Matriarchy

· System of kinship relations whereby authority tends to be vested in mothers rather than in fathers
· Some or all of those rights and powers traditionally associated with the ‘head’ of the family belong to the mother
· Studies of patriarchal and matriarchal societies tend to confirm that the distinctions between men and women (specifically those concerning power and authority) are culturally determined… that is acquired by specific societies

Matrilinear

· Matriarchal societies existed in Africa 
· Salient feature is that the bloodline of descent travels through the female lineage
· All property is kept in common on the female side of the family 
· The father of his own children does not have sole authority over his children
· The mother’s brother has final control over important matters concerning the children. All of this made for a much stronger unit

Thesis of Marija Gimbutas

· Based on archaeological digs throughout Old Europe 7500-2500 BC
· Preserved in myth and legend and in the artifacts uncovered by archaeological digs
Gimbutas research area
· The culture of Old Europe 
· The culture called Old Europe was characterized by a dominance of women in society and worship of a goddess incarnating the creative principle as the source and giver of all 
· In this culture the male element, man and animal, represented spontaneous and life-stimulating but not life-generating powers
· Old Europe refers pre-Indo-European culture of Europe, a culture matrifocal and sedentary, egalitarian and peaceful
· Contrasts sharply with the ensuing proto-Indo-European culture which was patriarchal, stratified, pastoral, mobile and war-oriented, superimposed on all Europe, except the southern and western fringes, in the course of three waves of infiltration from the Russian steppe between 4500 and 2500 BC





From Goddesses to Gods

· During and after this period the female deities or more accurately the Goddess Creatrix in her many aspects, were largely replaced by the predominantly male divinities of the Indo-Europeans
· If Gimbutas is correct her work has been subjected to considerable criticism. There are some interesting and powerful insights regarding the relationship between, society, the environment


William Morris

· William Morris appreciated- early on – the need for an economic big picture which provided for harmonious life with nature and with other humans
· EF Schumacher offered Buddhist Economics as an alternative big picture for the post-materialist era
· Perhaps Schumacher’s subtitle ‘economics as if people mattered’ should read ‘economics as if people and the environment mattered’ 
· William Morris 1834-96
· Published “News from Nowhere”
· EF. Schumacher 1911-77
· Published “Small is beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered” 
· Sustainable technology 
· Intermediate technology

Triumph of Production & Consumption

· 19th century – the century of Imperialism and colonial empires
· Beliefs in the superiority of European society, culture, values, technology and race
· Socialists who followed Marx and Engles disputed the distribution of Wealth and the control of the means of production by a few wealthy individuals

Scientific Socialists

· They did not dispute the underlying values:
· Believed in progress and were optimistic about the future
· Saw human beings above and beyond the natural world
· Impressed by the industrial process
· Enthusiastic about ability to generate goods for human consumption





The Socialist International Splits 1856-72

· Scientific Socialism 		-----		Utopian Socialism
· Lenin and the ‘socialist revolution’ 
· Lenin highjacks the Russian Revolution
· Moves to industrialize the soviet union
· Imported Taylor, the architect of time and motion study, to facilitate the industrialization of the soviet union
· The now evident outcome of this rapid and ruthless move was extensive environment damage to the natural systems of the former USSR and its allies

The Creation of the Third World

· Third World created by two acts of the occupying forces of European states:
· Europeans reserved for themselves the best tracks of land either for agriculture or for resource exploitation forcing the traditional occupants to move
· European governors established taxes which forced the traditional occupants to abandon their subsistence lifestyles (often as hunter-gatherers or nomadic herders) and find work in European owned or directed enterprises which paid them money with which they could pay their taxes
· European ‘society’ 
· Superiority of their military technology which by the mid 19th century was overwhelming even when confronted by great numbers of native opponents
Cecil Rhodes

· “We must find new lands from which we can easily obtain raw materials and at the same time exploit the cheap slave labor that is available from the natives of the colonies. The colonies would also provide dumping ground for the surplus goods produced in our factories”

William Morris and the Utopian Societies

· In part the scientific socialism of Marx and Engels carried the day against its socialist adversaries because it ran in a parallel direction to capitalist industrial society
· Scientific socialists simply wanted to change the ownership of the means of production from individual capitalists to the state and carry on with industrial consumer society
· William Morris was an example of utopian socialists (in many countries)
· An alternative version of the socialist future: reduced consumption and a simpler, more harmonious life with nature
· Libertarian socialism or anarchist socialism
Utopian Socialism

· Morris and his colleagues promoted
· Equitable distribution of physical and mental labor
· Work as a creative endeavor
· Social and economic organization on a human scale
· Preservation of ancient buildings
· Harmonious life with nature by the elimination of many industrial processes and the return to a subsistence lifestyle

Morris’ Influence Today

· While Morris and others were unsuccessful in terms of the battle for control of socialism they influenced many in later generations
· Today Morris’ views: society/industry is wasteful, over productive and directed toward wrong ends
· Seem like harbingers of the challenge to modern, materialist values

Schumacher, Keynes and the Economy

· Rhodes Scholar in Economics, Economic Recovery Advisor to the British Control Commission in postwar Germany
· 1951-71, chief economist for the British Coal Board – Schumacher
· Following WWII (1945) EF Schumacher began to develop an alternative set of economic propositions to those of industrial or global capitalists
· Economics something like dentistry
· Keynes: not to “overestimate the importance of the economic problem,, or sacrifice to its supposed necessities other matters of greater and more permanent importance”
Schumacher and Buddhist Economics

· Schumacher called economics Buddhist Economics while insisting any other religious belief would do
· Buddhism as ‘the middle way’
· Buddhist principle of right livelihood… cease to do evil, try to do good 
· Buddhist view of work
· Work provides us with the opportunity to utilize and develop faculties 
· We can overcome ego-centeredness by joining with other people in a common task
· Work enables us to bring forth goods and services needed for a becoming existence




Buddhist Economics

· Liberation doctrine: simplicity and non-violence
· Enjoyment of pleasurable things but not the craving for them
· Reverent and non-violent attitude to all human beings with great emphasis to trees

· Self Actualization: Morality, creativity, spontaneity, problem solving lack of prejudice, acceptance of facts
· Esteem: Self-esteem, confidence, achievement, respect of others, respect by others
· Love/Belonging: Friendship, family, sexual intimacy
· Safety: Security of body, of employment, of resources, of morality, of the family, of health, of property
· Physiological: Breathing, food, water, sex, sleep, homeostasis excretion
· The systematic study of how to attain given ends with the minimum means
· Distinguish between renewable and non-renewable means
· Values of moderation, preservation, gradualism
· People need strong moral self-determination (the post-materialist search for values and community) 
· Meditation and reflection on craving… the desire to overindulge the cause of addictions, the failure to distinguish between needs and aspiration

Size and Scale Community and Economy

· Schumacher focused on the appropriate size and scale of economic activities
· For example, all evidence suggest that 500,000 people is about optimum for city population
· Schumacher quotes Sloan’s view that GM would only be successful as a federation of smaller companies
· Similar direction followed by IBM
· Charles Darwin “In the struggle for survival, the fittest win out at the expense of their rivals because they succeed in adapting themselves best to their environment”

Intermediate Technology AKA Appropriate Technology

· Scaled to local needs, control
· Based on mid-level capital investment
· In developed countries average capital per workplace is about 1: 1 Annual income to capital 
· Technology is aimed at economies with labor surpluses 
· Work as a ‘disutility’ a sacrifice of leisure and comfort in exchange for money
· Actually work is a central part of life

Ghana Average Income $ US

· Population: 24, 392, 000 
· Access to safe water: 82%
· Land Mass: 92, 098 sqmi
· Under age 5 morality rate: 74/1000
· Life Expectancy: 64 years
· School Enrollment: 76%
· Literacy rate: 67%
· Average Annual Income: 1,240 (GNI)
· Primary and middle school education is free and required for children in Ghana. Ghana’s education is considered one of the best in sub-Saharan Africa
· While Ghana’s economy has grown stronger over the years, the improvements have not reached the poorest segments of the population
· Over 40 percent of Ghanaians still live on less than $1  a day
· And most of these live in the northern region
· Many health professionals have left Ghana for better paying jobs in other countries because of low-funding weakening the quality of healthcare
· However the government has recently increased AIDS awareness and improved HIV monitoring. Approximately 260, 000 people are living with HIV and AIDS, undoubtedly a low estimate since many cases are not reported due to poor education and inadequate health services
· Under Schumacher’s investment rule Ghanaian workplaces which spend more than $1240 on workplace capital including land, buildings, equipment will NOT prosper

Economics as if People Mattered

· Schumacher’s ideas though widely read have, as yet, had little impact
· The central core of his work is that discussion of economic policy should focus on
· Questions of the appropriate size and scale for both activities and technology
· And identifying the real needs of people rather than pursuing absolute levels of production









An Alternative Big Picture

· Difficult to conceptualize an alternative
· It seems unrealistic or Utopian
· Very difficult to step outside the big picture in which one lives
· Capitalism is just one of a series of ‘big pictures’ painted in the course of millions of years and human life
· Our world – our big picture – as it exists today is a tiny fragment of the history of human 
· A compelling argument for a new big picture is generated by the politics of the environment or more specifically the failure of liberal democratic politics, policies and markets to address environmental conflict

Hazel Henderson. Creating Alternative Futures

· Fragmentation of economic thought and the failure to take into account humanity’s dependence on the natural world: Economics has enthroned some of our most unattractive predispositions; material acquisitiveness, competition, gluttony, pride, selfishness, short-sightedness and just plain greed

Ontological Security is for Grown Ups

· Childhood security-living only in the present
· Adults have to worry about much more
Anthony Giddens: Ontological Security
· Ontological security is a stable mental state derived from a sense of continuity in regard to the events in one’s life (Giddens, 1991)
· Ontological security as a sense of order and continuity in regard to an individuals experiences
· This is reliant on people’s ability to give meaning to their lives
· Meaning is found in experiencing positive and stable emotions, and by avoiding chaos 
· A Positive view of self, the world and the future

State Security

· Two contradictory impulses in North America and the world 
· Deepening economic integration
· More forceful delineation of national territory 
· ‘Fragemented and contradictory’ security interests
· Internationally and within the state, multi-level governance
· Homogeneity: The quality of being of uniform throughout in composition or structure a condition in which everything is regular and unvarying
· The state: people, territory and sovereignty

Security Problems as Wicked Problems

· Modern society too pluralistic to tolerate imposed and artificial solutions
· Social groups have important differences in attitudes and values which undermine the possibility of clear and agreed solutions
· Modern social and environmental problems are seen as “ill-defined” inter-linked, and relying on political judgments rather than scientific certitudes. In this sense, most major public policy problems are ‘wicked’ (rittel and Webber 1973)
· i.e. they are inherently resistant to a clear statement of the problem and resistant to a clear and agreed solution

Security in Terms of Food

· Hunger
· Problems with access to food
· Poverty, social and Economic inequality
· State: 
· Among the several actors – state, market, family, and society, the state plays an important role in the reproduction of the model that causes hunger as well as in finding ways to reduce it
· Food Security 
· A state of nutritional well-being, assured by an integrated set of articulated actions and policies aiming at guaranteeing everybody’s permanent access, in quantity and quality, to sufficiently adequate food in order to meet each person’s nutritional needs, in different phases and situations of life

Encroaching on Rural Foodland/ Heartland

· Overall in Canada a decline in 
· 25 million acres removed from cultivation since 1941 with a reduction of 1.2 million people
· Rural population numbers and community quality of life (including those in service and commercial functions)
· Similar employment reductions in forestry and, now, fishing
· In short in Ontario’s agricultural heartland good soils are being removed from production at a time when (worldwide) agriculture is trying desperately to produce more





Changes in Patterns of Consumption

· Beef once a stable industry and a part of most Ontario diets
· Raising beef requires inputs of 7 calories for each calorie of beef produced.. it is the most ‘caloric expensive food’ 
· As populations rise, beef becomes ‘too expensive’ in terms of the calorie inputs needed to produce it
· Example: as a result of rising standards of living. China is now the worlds largest consumer of beef
· Beef producers now try to produce a leaner, lower fat form of beef
· Others in the beef industry recognize that they may need to shift production to food sources which require much lower calorie inputs

Rural Political Power

· Declining significance of the rural electorate
· Public choice analysis: politics is best understood as a form of rational decision making similar to economic transactions; in general politicians create policies likely to gain support at election time; specifically politicians target new policies at swing voters in riding where support is most likely to change

Rural Populations

· 1.6% of Ontario population involved in agriculture directly
· Rural ridings tend to be small-c ‘conservative’ and less likely to change
· The changing nature of agriculture has reduced its economic significance to Canada as a whole (and it’s therefore less of a priority)
· Free-trade threatens the supply management system which has sustained rural producers of dairy and poultry products

Ontario Agriculture Summary 2011
· Goods Producing 23%
· Manufacturing 13%
· Construction 7%
· Agriculture etc. 2%
· Utilities 1%
· Service Producing Sector 77%







Ontario Agriculture: Economic Footprint

· 164, 000 – number of Ontario jobs supported through economic activity generated by the farming sector (value of the wages and salaries tied to those jobs = $7 billion
· $3.4 billion- taxes collected by provincial and federal governments as a result of economic activity generated by farm sector output
· 13% - value of rural economy to Ontario’s GDP
· 15% - percentage of the Ontario population that lives in rural areas
· 70% percentage of Ontario’s farm production bought by Ontario food processors
· $33 billion – value of the Ontario food processing sector
· 4000 - The number of jobs lost in the short term through the slide in net farm income of $287 million (2004-08 average) to - $50 million in 2009

Decline and Sustainability

· Consequences, of the decline of Agriculture
· Agronomic sustainability is linked to micro-economic sustainability
· Social sustainability is required for micro-economic sustainability
· All the above are linked both to macro-economic sustainability and ecological sustainability (Lawrence, 1990)

3 Heartland Landscapes

· The GTA
· Ottawa valley
· The southwest
· Where agriculture continues to dominate 
· Farms are large and getting larger
· Agriculture is intensive
· Communities are based on servicing the agriculture industry













Climate Change on Southwestern Ontario

· Impacts of climate change on agriculture
· Decreased winter cold injury to orchards, likely increased winter injury to alfalfa, winter wheat
· Warmer temperatures lengthen growing season
· Wetter springs may delay planting 
· Agriculture potential expands northward
· Reduced winter heating and increased summer cooling costs for green house production
· More crop damage by pests due to greater numbers and increased winter survival 
· Hotter, drier summers increase requirement for irrigation; where water supply is limited productivity is reduced
· Introduction of new crops suited to longer warmer growing season

Urban Hinterlands

· Urban areas around the GTA
· Where the countryside is increasing held by land development companies
· The agriculture- service community begins to disappear to be replaced by the ‘boutique’ shopping for the urban tourist
· Rural non-farm playground
· Weekend commuters increasingly dominate local populations
· Older, childless populations replace farm families
· Agriculture land reverts to forest

Security in term of Water and Shelter

· Water is fundamental to quality of life, to economic growth and to the environment
· Economic growth and growing populations place increasing pressure on water resources. These pressures are compounded by the impact of climate variability and accelerating climate change.
· The right to housing is recognized in article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 
· “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control”



Security and Citizenship

· Expansion of civil rights as a necessary condition of state legitimacy in plural and multicultural societies:
· Civil liberties
· Economic opportunities
· Gender equality
· Ethnic Representative
· Expansion of rights and entitlement
· State legitimacy and expanded citizenship rights
· Ontological security and state, sovereignty 



Post 9/11 Weak citizenship

· War on terrorism impacts citizenship rights
· Accountability
· Trust
· Participation
· Attitude toward and confidence in public administration
· Social, economic political treatment of minority groups
· Additional impacts in partner states in War on Terrorism
· Examples: India, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Philippines

England 1980: The Black Report

· Report of the Department of Health and Social Security expert committee into health inequality chaired by Sir Douglas Black
· Widespread health inequalities… of which the main cause was economic inequality ex. Death rate for men in social class V was twice that for men in social class I gap between the two was increasing, not reducing as was expected
· “Biological programming” of adult health status occurs to a great extent during the fetal and infant stages of development
· Finding: sequences of poverty and social inequality are determined early in life from birth to age 5 








#44 Global Justice as Eco-Justice

· Stoett: Eco politics takes place at the intersection of ecology and politics… primarily concerned with global governance designed to mitigate recognized anthropogenic environmental problems
· Platos question: Can politics produce justice?
· Eco justice: Sufficient food, with water fit for all to drink, air fit to breathe, forests kept replenished, renewable resources continuously renewed, nonrenewable resources used as sparingly as possible so that they will be available (to future generations) for their most important uses. On a thriving Earth, providing sustainable sufficiency for all, human well-being is nurtured not only by the provision of these material necessities but also by a way of living within the natural order that is fitting: respectful of the integrity of natural systems and of the worth of non human creatures, appreciate of the beauty and mystery of the world of nature (Gibson, 1985)







Ecocide

· “Ecocide, the extensive destruction, damage to or loss of ecosystem(s) of a giver territory, whether by human agency or by other causes, to such an extent that peaceful enjoyment by the inhabitants of that territory has been severely diminished” – Polly Higgins
· Gaia Hypothesis
· Organisms interact with their inorganic surroundings on Earth to form a self-regulating, complex system that contributes to maintaining the conditions for life on the planet
· Cide
· A learned borrowing from Latin meaning “killer” act of killing used in the formation fo compound
· Ex. Pesticide, homicide, ecocide.
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