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Introduction
	This progress report is to inform you of the research that has been completed thus far. The topic that my group and I based our major research project on is electric vehicles. In this report I will explore the politics that surrounds the electric automotive industry. Through laws, regulations, subsidies, tax incentives and research support the federal government has a direct impact on the technological and research development in electric vehicles.

Completed research
The issues that fall under the political perspective are those that affect the people in any capacity. The two specific issues that I focused on are the rules and regulations and international relations.

Rules and regulation
	The government’s impact on the auto industry through legislation and regulation should not be taken lightly. The government is a regulator of the automotive industry, the oil industry, utilities and the automotive technology developers (Anderson & Anderson, 2010). The automobile industry plays a substantial role in the United states gross national product, it involves a large segment of the workforce specifically a major component to the production industry (Anderson & Anderson, 2010). Any government rules, laws and regulations concerning electric vehicles will have a profound effect on the economy, oil, steel and chemical industries.

	Legislations have been passed to give incentive for people to start accepting electric vehicles as a feasible option. The legislation deploys 10 ‘deployment communities’ where they make the community electric vehicle friendly (Mcnerney, 2011).

International Relations
	The United States was self-sufficient and a net oil exported until the Second war. After the Second World War, American companies took control of most of the worlds oil supply including fields in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. “The united states was in a position to exert pressure on other countries in matters relating to oil production, refining and trade” (Penrose,1976). The United Kingdom had control over Irans oil. Japan had no oil at all and heavily depended on the United States for all their oil needs and were pressed by the Americans to give a large share in Japanese refining to American interests. Other countries that involved in the oil industry are Libya, Indonesia, Venezuela and most of the Middle Eastern (Penrose,1976). The United States imports billions of gallons of oil each year. 





Remaining Research
I have one more area that I’d like to explore in relation to the political perspective that surrounds electric cars and that is how the change will affect the economy. I have identified a few sources that say different things; One source implies that the change from automobile cars to electric cars will be a huge blow to the economy while another sources implies that the money will be made up for by new industries. Further research is needed to see which one is more probable. 

I am slightly behind schedule but will still complete my part on par with the group schedule.

Conclusion
The politics behind electric cars are what I expected to be, however I didn’t expect the intricacy in the politics. The factors that play into every aspect is very complex and its difficult to tell what could happen. However I believe that with the completion of my research I will have a thorough and complete perspective on the politics.
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