				Introduction to International Relations Mid-Term Guide

Week 1: REALISM AND NEOREALISM; ANARCHY AND POWER
Realism Characteristics:
-  They are in a self help system, they have to take care of their own security. Need to show that they are powerful enough to defend their own borders.

- Realists assume that people are selfish and have an egotistical attitude. Think that humans try to seek power and security respectively. 

-  After states go from being powerless to having power, do they feel more secure afterwards or before? No, they feel even less secure afterwards, because the powers could break out into a war and exhaust each other.

- The state is the most important actor of international politics. At different times in history the state may be represented by the tribe, city-state, empire, kingdom or nation-state. International organizations, NGOs, and individuals play a marginal role in world politics. Thus the UN, Exxon, Google, political parties, interest groups, etc., are all relatively unimportant to the realist. 

- The international system shows a structure of anarchy, with no global sovereign government. 

- Anarchy is the ordering principle of the international system

Six principles of political realism:
1. Politics is governed by objectives laws; IR theory reflects these laws, laws rooted in human nature. 
It also believes that there's a possibility of distinguishing in politics between truth and opinion. What is true both objectively and rationally. 
2. Politics is an autonomous  and unique sphere, independent of economics and personal morality .
3. International politics is about national interests defined in terms of power; states seeks to maximize their power.
4. The political ethics are different from the universal moral principles 
5. Particular nations cannot impose their national aspirations or morality on other nations
6. Pessimistic knowledge of human nature is in the centre of international politics 
- The backdrop for this theory is WW2, and how states should conduct their foreign relations. After WW2 they realized that you cannot change human nature even with the systems they imposed after the outbreak of WW1.

- Objective laws: 

IR are subject to objective laws. Events can be explained in laws and these laws remain true at all places and times.
States foreign policy: 

- Rationale of state foreign policy to advance state's interests, survival and/or increase power.
-Patterns: Status-quo (survival), Imperialism (maximizing power)

Relative Power capability base:

-Resource base; capital and industrial base; military capability; population size and education level; natural resource base; technological base; internal market capacity.
- Mobilization base; domestic control system and political regime; nationalist predisposition of the community.

Balance of power: 

- Refers to the general concept of one or more states’ power being used to balance that of another state or group of states

- Can be formed through alliances, makes states think twice before starting a war. 

- States are rational actors, meaning that they will choose the course of action that will serve their own national interests. They must have full information of the consequences of an action, could calculate or end results of each course of action --- then in the end they will choose the right one that will lead them towards their goal.

- Realists claim that states seek to maximize their own power. Zero sum game, means that the gains of state A are the losses of state B.

- The military base of power can be considered to be the most important because they actually compromise the sense of security. 

- The total GDP is important because states could use their wealth to increase their power. By taxing the population more so that they could purchase arms. Proving that sates rely on internal sources.

- You cannot rely on external sources to help because they as well are looking only for their own interests. Alliances help but will not ultimately save you. Eg. Hitler's alliance with Russia. States could easily shift sides based on interests.

- By creating a balance of power, it creates a stability between states. You cannot appeal to friendship or justice, only through power. 

- Morality is unsuited to the conditions of international anarchy, it will not help in the potential aspect of an invasion.


Assumptions of Realism:

- The state is the primary actor in world politics
- IP governed by objective laws rooted in human nature (egoism)
- States pursue their own self-interest defined in terms of power
- States are unitary actors that behave rationally
- The international system is anarchic
- The behaviour of states is governed by the power relationships between them.



Neo Realism Characteristics: 
-  They seek to maximize security rather than power, they want to feel secure and they want to survive. It is not to take other states. They want to preserve a status-quo and be left alone. 

 - The state is a unitary actor. The state acts in a consistent way, without any sign of split purposes. 

- Neo-Realists believe that there are levels of analysis that we need to follow:

Individual: The decision/policy maker. Eg. Prime Minister of Canada, Defence Minister... We need to analyze how they think and how the look at the information given to them.
State: We need to look at the aspects of the state. Eg. Size, culture, regime, history, location.
System: Taking all the variables at the system level, meaning the number of states in the system, number of super powers, type of weapons they have. Polarity --> outbreak of major wars.

- They want to look at and analyze how the major wars began, and that should be looked at at the system level. The level of super powers counts as the system level.

- Polarity refers to the number of independent power centers in the system
· Multipolar system: Has five or six centres of power, which are not grouped into alliances
· Tripolar system: With three great centers of power
· Unipolar system: Has a single center of power around which all others revolve (hegemony)


- Is a unipolar/bi/or multipolar system more stable?

- During the Cold War there was a bipolar system (no war), with a multipolar sytem (there were many wars). 

- Dependant Variable (major Wars) / Independent Variable (Polarity)


Structure of International System:

- Organizing principle (anarchy)
- Functional differentiation among units (none-all states seek survival)
- Distribution of capabilities across states in the system.
- Number of great powers in the system (bipolarity or multi-polarity)


Degree of Polarity and stability of the system:

- because states seek to survive, balances of power are automatically formed
- Balancing, not bandwagoning is the behaviour induced by the international system

- In a multi-polar environment states do not know which are trustworthy and which are not, which obviously would not occur in a uni-polar system. 

- When the number of super powers changes it is called a structural change. 

- States bandwagon with stronger ones if they think they could benefit from it, but they could also be risking their autonomy.

- If you have a multipolar system (5 powers) they will seek balance to stop any of them from getting too powerful. Eg. Three could get together to balance the power of one superpower; like in WW2.

- Polarity refers to the number of independent power centres in the system
	Multi- 5 or 6
	Tri - 3
	Uni - Single centre of power

- Neo-Realism distinguished between politics and foreign politics. It is the theory of international politics, as each states has their own politics.

- There is less hostility as the attention spreads to more actors. In bipolarity, each great power concentrates its attention to the other side. Deterrence is easier .












Week 2: LIBERALISM AND NEOLIBERALSIM

Neo liberalism:

 Neo liberal Institutionalism:

	- States are main actors (rational egoists and unitary) 

	- States create International Organizations to enhance their interests (difference between this and realism)

	- States are concerned about absolute gains/relative gains ->  selling their resources to the highest bidder. The other focuses on power, so they will sell their resources to states that will make them more powerful.   

	- Point of optimal: opening of markets, point where they increase their gains 

	- States are rational egoists, they move to increase their utilities 

	- Neo liberalism focuses on absolute gains which is the goal of increasing their wealth 

	- The theory explains: under what conditions states seek cooperation between themselves. 

	- States create international organizations to further their own interests.

	- Despite lack of coercive capabilities, international institutions can
			- Reduce transaction costs. Ex: no parking laws placed in Montreal will 					increase transaction costs. This will also help states to bargain when 					coming to an agreement.  
			- Create multi-dimensional issue spaces to facilitate bargains.
			- Monitor compliance. EX: if Russia and US wanted to agree to a arms 					treaty to control military technology on either side. They will look to the IO 				to monitor so they don’t cheat  
			- Encourage repeated interactions.
			- Create norms (standards of behaviour).

	- Cooperation occurs when states ‘adjust their behaviour to the actual or anticipated preferences of others, so that the policies actually followed by one government are regarded by its partners as facilitating realization of their own objectives.’ (Axelrod and Keohane 1986: 226.)

	- Organizations set rules/norms of how states should behave 

	- States must change their behaviour in order to please these originations as well as the preferences of other states 

	- Organizations will enhance the interest of states  

	- Cause or Reason: neo-liberalists believe that states are driven by cause and effect 

	- Anarchy -> competition, arms race. EX: WWII alliances come together to restore the 		BOP, to remain autonomous (CAUSE AND EFFECT) 

	- Reason: states are motivated by the anticipated outcome. 

____

Peace, Trade, and IOs:

- Pairs of states that trade with each other more are less likely to go to war with each other, because the trade they would lose out on makes war too costly.

- States that have more common IO memberships are less likely to go to war with each other, because they have non-violent means to resolve their conflicts.

- Realists argue that this is backwards. States don’t become dependent on trade with states they might fight with.

- States only join IOs with states that they already trust.

- Today, states are cooperating with one another. 

Rationalist Synthesis:

Despite their debates, neo-realists and neo-liberals have many points of agreement.
○ Analysis begins with fixed actors and assumed, fixed preferences.
○ Each actor is trying to maximize its own payoff.
○ The outcome depends on both actors’ actions. 


Power and Interdependence:

- Complex interdependence refers to a situation among a number of countries in which multiple channels of contact connect societies (that is, states do not monopolize these contacts and states are not unitary actors); 

- There are different ministers with each their own goals 

- Corporate actors, different actors within the state

- No hierarchy of interests

- States are ALWAYS concerned about security 

- There is no hierarchy of issues;
 
- Military affairs do not control the agenda of states. 

- High politics and low politics 

- High politics (security affairs)

- Low Politics (-) 

- Decline in the use of force: the  use  of  force has  become  increasingly  costly for major states as a result of four conditions: risks of nuclear escalation; resistance by people in poor or  weak countries; uncertain and possibly negative effects  on the  achievement  of  economic goals;  and  domestic  opinion  opposed  to the  human  costs of  the use  of force

- Interdependence:  new actors -> Some see the traditional state is being supplanted by new actors (IGOs). 

- Multiple channel of contact -> each state has more power in each "issue area", ex: OIL, FOREST, etc… this is a source of power for different countries 

- Within each issue area there is a distribution of power between states. Issue Linkage -> states could use their resources to gain power, unlike realists that see the only way of gaining power is through military force 

- Stats can use this issue area to gain wealth, resources…. Can use this as leverage 

__

Democratic Peace Theory:

LIBERAL CRITIQUE OF REALISM

1. The assumption of anarchy is only a partial truth
2. States are not simple unitary actors, they are complex institutions shaped by bargaining among and within the state as well as with outside interests
3. The Realist conception of rationality is problematic, liberal rationality focuses on seeking to share in long term collective benefits
4. Power is not simply power over, it is power to accomplished shared desired ends
5. Military force as a form of leverage is a costly way to influence others


- Democratic states are less likely to go to war. 

- The democratic peace is the fact that, “in the modern international system, democracies have almost never fought each other.”




____

Liberalism:

Liberal Pacifism: 

• Democratic pacifism, or Democratic Capitalism (DC) leads to peace:

• Democracies cannot pursue narrow interests of a minority within it and tolerate high costs of imperialism. 

• Democracy: its populace is democratized, individualized, and rationalized (economic rationalism). 
 
• Capitalism: Free trade, division of labour among nations and interdependence. 

• You must have both! Democracy and Capitalism to have Liberal Pacifism 


 Liberal Imperialism: Machiavelli, Lenin

• Liberty: disunion—division of power among the parliament, government and judiciary. (separation of power). 

• The people have to be managed by the few, who seek expansion: “tranquility...would provoke internal dissensions”. Machiavelli. 

• Export Monopolies seek imperialism: expand closed markets: colonized markets become an outlet to excessive productions.  

• To hold society together….you need a common enemy, unify the state

• The claim is that by having an enemy you will use your power to seize whatever someone else has, and unify the state 

• Liberty leave to the disintegration of society 

• The government will not be able to govern if society disintegrates

•  arms industry -> they cannot survive if there is peace, they won't want to buy weapons. To survive it has to induce states to wage war

•  army wants to maintain its status and role in society, they don’t want to be forgotten. 

• States will always have conflicting  interests. 

• Democracies that wage war are always looking for absolute victory of defeating the non-democracies 

• It's difficult to have democracies with low living standards 

Lenin's Argument:

• Democracies with high living standards were seeking to imperialism 

•  when living standards deteriorate, can democracy be maintained?


Trading world:

• When financial collapse cuts commercial links between societies, all nations suffer and some will move to seize what they cannot acquire through trade. 

• Japan and Germany major trading countries after W.W.II. 

• Independent variable: type of regime, free trade, IO

• Dependent Variable: Peace 

____

Kant:

- Major Work: Perpetual Peace, 1795

- Reason is key

- Peace requires:
	• All states to be representative democracies
	• International law (not world government) -> confederation of states 
	• Free movement of people and free trade

- The civil constitution of every state shall be republican (democratic).

- The right of nations shall be based on a federation of republican states.
	Kant dismisses the idea of a world government above states.

- Cosmopolitan rights shall be limited to conditions of universal hospitality. 

- People should be able to interact on a personal level, that will create more of an understanding on a national level. This interaction is important to eliminate prejudice 

- Democracies will not fight each other because the citizen must consent, and they do not want to pay the costs of war ( Kant, Perpetual Peace) . The decision making must be consulted by Parliament.


Kant's Points on Perpetual Peace:

1. Peace depends on the internal character of governments- specifically that republics, with a legislative branch that can hold the monarch in check, will be more peaceful than autocrats 

2. States could develop the organizations and rules to facilitate cooperation, specifically by forming a world federation resembling today’s United Nations (reciprocity)

3. Kant was an advocate of universal or cosmopolitan rights

4. Kant was also an advocate of free trade


Domestic Institutions: 

- Domestic institutions/political structures that influence policymaking process

- Accountable leaders are less likely to engage in reckless wars.

- Democracies take longer to mobilize

- They have transparent political orgs.

Democratic Peace:

Information:
		Democracies’ public debates and transparency reveal their true intentions, thus 				avoiding the security dilemma.

Costs: 
		The people will bear the brunt of the war, rather than the ruling party. 

- Institutions
		Elected leaders will lose office if they lose wars, so they are more careful about 				initiation.

- Using force against other democratic states, it's going to take a lot to persuade to people , without their support could that stop a war?


Theories of Democratic Peace: 

1) Structural explanation

• Elections (leaders fear that they will be replaced if they lose a war)
• Individual freedoms magnifies the importance of public opinion and elections
• Separation of power between the three branches of the state (executive, legislative and judiciary). 

2)Normative explanation
• In their foreign relations, nations will try to follow the same norms of conflict that characterize their domestic political processes.
• They expect decision-makers in other nations to do the same.
• When democracies face each other, they expect the other side to resolve disputes through diplomatic means (negotiations).

3) Democracies are satisfied states—power is transferred smoothly
	- They are less likely to fight about territory, especially if they are well established democracies. 
	- dicThey have strong economic ties--liberal peace

Democracies: Norms

- Self-government creates respect for others’ right to self-government

- Democracies don’t attempt to conquer other democracies

- Democracies value communication and peaceful dispute resolution

















Week 3: DOMESTIC POLICIES IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND RATIONAL CHOICE/STRATEGIC THINKING
Explaining cooperation under anarchy:

Cooperation:

- Conscious coordination policy: Necessary for the realization of mutual benefits.

- Mutual benefits exist when: actors MUST prefer mutual cooperation (CC) to mutual defection (DD).

Game theory:

- Game theory is a method for developing rationalist theories that is adapted for both neorealist and neoliberal assumptions. It represents actors' preferences mathematically, over a simplified range of actions.



- Prisoner's Dilemma: 

If they both confess it is DD, there is mo mutual trust.
		(Check graph in Powerpoint for full options, CD, DD, DC, CC)

- The best option for one of them individually is DC/CD, so that one side if free.
In terms of an individual: DC>CC>DD>CD

- CC is the best option for both, but it is unknown if they could trust each other. 
[image: ]















Stag Hunt:

- In terms of yourself as the individual: CC > DC > DD > CD

- This game is preferred by neo-liberals because there is incentive to cooperate rather that defection.

- Economic cooperation is usually where it is applied. 

	Hunter 1
			C 			D
	Hunter 2:	4,4 CC		0,2 CD
			2,0 DC 		1,1 DD


Chicken:

- DC > CC > CD > DD


Improving the prospects of cooperation:

- Altering the payoff structure:
- Reducing one's own gains fro exploitation DC
- Reducing adversary's fear of exploitation CD
- Altering the game from PD to SH (alter the preference ordering)

2,2 CC		1,5 CD
5,1 DC		0,0 DD


Shadow of the Future:

- Iterated games. If you want the other person to cooperate in the future, they should help cooperate now as well. 

- Reciprocity and mutual gains.

- Tit-For-That. Meaning that if you defect, you will be punished. It will not end there.

- Surveillance, monitoring and verification.

____

Grieco: Anarchy and the limits of Cooperation

Neo-liberalism: States are atomistic actors.
Atomism: a theory that holds that understanding of the parts is logically prior to an understanding of the whole.

Neo-Liberals: unit of analysis a rational-egoist state, defined as one seeking to maximize absolute utility, and one that does not consider the effects of cooperation on other states. Realism, in contrast, defines states as positional not atomistic. 

Realism :While Neo-Liberals conclude that rational-egoist states may cooperate to achieve absolute gains, realism cautions that, even if absolute gains are assured, states that are concerned about relative gains may be unwilling to cooperate. 

- Neoliberal: By bargaining they may solve relative gains problems

- International regimes by no means substitute for bargaining; on the contrary, they facilitate certain types of bargaining for certain purposes.

· -International regimes confer on each decision the weight of all future decisions(reciprocity and the shadow of the future). 
· Short-term self-interest refers to governments’ perception of the relative benefits to them of alternative courses of action.  
· The existence of international regimes means that issues can rarely be considered in isolation from others, and gives states incentives to cooperate even when they will gain relatively less from an agreement


___

Three models of foreign policy:


The Rational Policy Model: 

Analysts attempt to understand foreign policy as the purposive acts of a unified national government. The point of an explanation is to show how the nation or government employs the most efficient available means to achieve a defined national interest.

Eg. Missile crisis, they could use nothing, or use diplomatic channels to remove the missiles. Third option is an airstrike and invasion before the Russian install the nuclear warheads. They could also use a blockage before the ships could reach the shores of Cuba.

- States are treated as monoliths or black boxes.


- Model I assumes that the actor is the national government and that the action is chosen as a calculated response to strategic problems.

- They make the reasonable choice that would lead them to their goals, they think of the interests by strategy goals and consequences of their actions. 

- Cognitive Biases are systemic distortions of rational calculations based not on emotional feelings but simply on the limitations of the human brain in making choices.
	- cognitive dissonance 
	- Justification of efforts
	- wishful thinking
	- Mirror image
	- Projection
	- Historical analogies 

Group Dynamics:

- Group dynamics can be a promoter of state interests but they can also introduce new sources of irrationality into decision making process.

- Groupthink: Refers to the tendency for groups to reach decisions without accurately assessing their consequences, because individual members tend to go along with ideas that others support.

- They tend to be overly optimistic about success and more willing to take risks.



The Organizational Process Model:

- Model 2: Analysts identify the relevant organizations and displays the patterns of organizational behaviour from which this action is emerged.

- Acts and choices are outputs of large organizations functioning according to certain regular patterns of behaviour , called routines.

- Governments are made by loosely allied organizations, which are each autonomous on their own. Gov. perceives problems through the lenses of the organizations. Governments act as these organizations perform routines.

- Each organization acts quasi-independent on problems within its own domain. Few problems fall exclusively within one organization. Government leaders can substantially disturb but not control the behaviour of these organizations. 

- Therefore the organizations and in turn the government is determined by these routines.



The Bureaucratic Model:

- Focuses on the internal politics of a government. Foreign policy is an outcome of overlapping bargaining games among players arranged hierarchically in the national government.

- Bureaucrats are motivated by personal ambition, just want to raise their own status within the hierarchy. 

- Government behaviour can be understood not as organizational outputs, but as outcomes of bargaining games between governments.

Eg: President Kennedy believed that if he didn't remove the missiles from Cuba, he wouldn't get reelected or maybe be impeached. 

- The bureaucrats who sit on top of organizations are not a monolithic group. They are players in a competitive game. Game: Bargaining along regularized channels amongst players positioned within the government.











Week 4: CONSTRUCTIVISM: IDEAS AND NORMS

The Social Construction of Reality:

Constructivism:

-IR in the 1980s were dominated by theories that were ascribed to materialism and individualism. 

- End of the Cold War: New Intellectual Space. No political theory was capable of predicting this event.

- Scholars began to use critical and sociological theories to examine effects of ideational and normative structures and identity. 

- States should refrain from using force against each other, according to normative structures. 

- Norms are a set of ideas that drive the behaviour of states. And by the end of the Cold War we began to see theories that showed these ideas. 

- SC: a social theory about human consciousness and its role in international life.

- SC: taking seriously the role of ideas in world politics

- The world is defined by material and ideational structures

- The material structure is defined through our own personal interpretation

Constructivism:

- Concerned with human consciousness

- Treats ideas as structural factors

- Considers dynamic relationship between ideas and material forces as a consequence of how actors interpret the material reality. 

- Interested in how agents produce structures and structures produce agents. 

- Key: Knowledge shapes how actors interpret and construct their social reality.

- Normative/ideational structure shapes identity and interests of actors

- Social facts (sovereignty, human rights) exist because of human agreement (inter-subjectivity). 

- Inter-subjectivity is when everyone sees eye to eye

- Meanings aren't always fixed; social rules
	Regulative: manage existing activities
	Constitutive: define and produce those very activities

- Denaturalizes what is taken for granted.

- These activities were not there all the time; they were constructed by humans. They exist because we them as facts.

- Constructivism asks question about origins of what is accepted

- It considers alternative pathways

- Power: not only the ability of one actor to get another actor to do what she would not do otherwise.
	- Also the production of identities and interests that limits the actors' ability to control their fate.


Constructivism and Global Change:

· Investigates global change and transformation
· Diffusion: concerned with institutions and norms
· Adopted sometimes because of superiority of model
· But sometimes because of external pressure and incentives
· Raises issues of growing homogeneity, deepening international community, & socialization

Social Construction of Reality is based on the concept that events are open to interpretation.
Because interpretations differ, a common base of communication must be found.
This common base is known as social reality and is developed based on the most common interpretation of physical reality within a society.







Realism/ COnstructivism:

· Physical Reality refers to brute facts (concrete)  
· Realists: Reality exists independently of our accounts, but does not fully determine them
· The existence of nuclear arsenals in the hands of few states
· This fact is a brute fact.  It can be proven.  It is not open to interpretation.

Cognitive Structures:

· Reality is constructed by cognitive structures 
· These structures give meaning to the material world
· Emphasis on the ontological structure of inter-subjective knowledge
· Structure does not only constrain behaviour, but also constitutes the ID of actors. 

· Social science is social rather than material 
· Study of IR must focus on ideas and beliefs that inform actors or shared understanding between them. 
· Int’l system does not exist independently of human mind. 
· It exists as an inter-subjective awareness. 

Agents and Structural Change:

· When people start thinking about each other in a new way, then change becomes possible. 
· Relationship between structure and actors (agents) involves inter-subjective understanding and meaning. 
· Structures do constrain actors, but actors also can transform structures by thinking about them in a new way, i.e. developing a new inter-subjectivity. 
· Reality is constructed by cognitive structures 
· These structures give meaning to the material world: the balance of power does not objectively exist out there waiting to be discovered; how states interpret the balance of power, what is its meaning, how to respond
· Emphasis is on the ontological reality of inter-subjective knowledge 

Social Context: 
· Fundamental social beings, whether individuals or states, cannot be separated from the context of normative meaning which shapes who they are, and the possibilities available to them 
· focus more on the norms and shared understanding (ideational structures) of legitimate behaviour


Constructivism:

-  Is an attempt to build a bridge between materialist and idealist/interpretive theories of Social science
- While constructivism does no deny the existence of a material reality, it believes that it cannot be known outside human language






Feminism: 

Gender:

•Distinct from sex

•A set of socially constructed characteristics that define masculinity and femininity

•A structure that signifies unequal power relationships between women and men

•A system of social hierarchy in which masculine characteristics are more valued than feminine ones


Gender in IR Theory

•“Gender-sensitive lenses”

•Build on other theories but incorporate gender as category of analysis

•Standpoint Feminists:because women's lives and roles in almost all societies are significantly different from men's, women hold a different type of knowledge.

Feminist Approach to IR;

•feminist knowledge has emerged from a deep scepticism about the claims of ‘universal’ knowledge, which, in reality, are based primarily on masculine experiences and perspectives

•regard knowledge-building is an ongoing process

•describe knowledge-building as emerging through ‘conversation’ with texts, research subjects

•research focus is not only on the subordination of women, but also other disempowered people

 
Realism: Why Q, Feminism: How

–Conventionally, scientific progress is judged not on the merits of the questions that are asked but on how questions are answered

–Feminists find that the questions that are asked – and also questions that are not asked – are more important for judging knowledge.

–The questions that feminists ask
	•are typically not answerable within a conventional social ‘science’
	•challenge the core assumptions of the discipline and deconstruct its central 		concepts


How Q:

•‘how do gendered structures of masculinity legitimate war?
•Are women more peaceful than men

•To answer such a question:
–challenge the separation of ‘public’ and ‘private’
–seek to uncover continuities between disempowerment of women in the domestic sphere and in the public – political and international – life
–Women: occupy the domestic realm; require protection, Men: external, foreign arenas; provide protection.

•Liberal feminists:

–Women’s equality can be achieved through removal of legal obstacles

Liberal feminism

•The liberal-feminist tradition tends to view existing structures as masculinist by composition. It therefore seeks to open up these structures--political, economic, academic--to female candidates and contributions.

•Liberal feminism argues that differences between women and men are trivial, focus is on promoting their equality, reducing barriers to their access to decision making authority

•They believe that when women are allowed to participate in IR, they play the game basically the same way men do, with similar results

•Liberal feminism focuses on the integration of women into the primarily male-dominated areas of foreign policymaking and the military

–Evidence: Female state leaders do not appear to be any more peaceful, or any less committed to state sovereignty and territorial integrity than are male leaders.
–Women as soldiers

•Liberal feminists reject the argument that women bring uniquely feminine assets or liabilities to foreign and military affairs

Constructivist position/Standpoint Feminism
· Gender constructed gender values and identities that play in determining priorities and behaviour. Gender identities, and the 'standpoints' they generate, are always dynamic, always in flux. 
· What is distinctive about the feminist orientation is the incorporation of the gender variable, and the exploration of its influence on women, yet to a lesser extent on society as a whole.

Standpoint feminism
· Standpoint feminism provides a perspective from which to reexamine realism
· For example, standpoint feminists have argued that realism emphasizes autonomy and separation because men find separation easier to deal with than interconnection
· Psychological view
· Caretaker in early years generally female: Girls form gender identity around their similarity with the caretaker (environment in which they live) and boys perceive their difference from the caretaker
· Boys develop social relations based on individual autonomy, but girls’ relations are based on connection
· Women held to fear abandonment; men more likely to fear intimacy.
· Empirical evidence is mixed
· An international system based on feminine principles might giver greater importance to the interdependence of states than to their autonomy

Feminist Research Methodology

· Knowledge based on the standpoint of women’s lives leads to a more robust objectivity: 
· broadens the base from which we derive knowledge
· the perspectives of marginalised people may reveal aspects of reality obscured by more orthodox approaches to knowledge-building
· Emphasis on sociological analyses that begin with individuals and the hierarchical social relations (between men and women) in which their lives are situated
· Reject the conventional separation between subject and object of research:
· [image: ]acknowledging the subjective element in one’s analysis increases the objectivity of research 












Myth of protection:
· Much of the legitimacy of war is based on the cultural construction that men fight wars to protect ‘vulnerable people’ 
· Yet, women and children constitute a majority of casualties in recent wars 
· Feminists highlight:
· Militaries are often threats to individuals’ (particularly women’s) security and competitors for scarce resources on which women may depend more than men 
· Wartime rape as a deliberate military strategy 


Economic Insecurity:
· Women are disproportionately located at the bottom of the socioeconomic scale in all societies 
· Disproportionate poverty cannot be explained by market conditions alone 
· Gendered role expectations contribute to their 
· economic insecurity :
· economic worth of women’s work 
· kinds of tasks that women are expected to do  

Norms: 
Norm is a standard of appropriate behaviour for actors with a given identity 
· Norms refer to a standard of appropriate behaviour. 
· Distinction between regulative norms, which order and constrain behaviour, and constitutive norms, which create new actors, interests, or categories of action
· Norms have also a prescriptive quality of what ought to be done, and proscriptive quality of what ought to be outlawed. 

Norm Entrepreneurs:
· Norms are built by agents having strong notion about appropriate or desirable behaviour in their community. 
· Norm: medical personnel and those wounded in war be treated as neutrals and non-combatants, respectively.
· Landmines, banning the use of landmines in the battlefield. The campaign for women’s suffrage.   

3 stages: 
· Norm Emergence (entrepreneurs, persuation)
· Norm Cascade (socialization)
· Internalization (institutionalization and conformity)
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Explaining cooparation undar anarchy:
Cooperation:
~Conscious coordination polcy: Necessaryforthe ealization of mutual bensfits.

-Mutual banefitsexist when: actors MUST prafer mutual cooparation (CC} to mutualdefection
D)

Gama theory.
~Game theary 53 method fo developing rationalst thaories that s adapted forboth
naoraalistand neoliberal ssumptions. It raprasents actors preferences mathematically, over
Smplfied range ofactions.

~PrisonersDilamms:

Ifthey both confessitis DD, there s mo mutual trust
(Chacksraph in Boyspaing forfulloptions,CD, DD, BC, CC)

~The best option for on of them individually 5 DC/CD, so that n side fras.
Intarmsofan individusl: D>CCDD>CD

-CCis the bast aption fo both, butit s unknown fthey could trust each other.

Stage Hunt:
“Intermsof yourslfs the individusl: CC> DC> DD> CD

s gams s preferred by nso-ibarsls bcauss thers isncentie to coopsrate rather that
defection.

~Economic casperationisususlly where ts sppli.
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The Prisoners’ Dilemma

Prisoner2

Confess
'):)eny(°°°p (Defect)

Deny:|-1,-1CC  |-10,0
Prisoner1  (coop) cD
Confess |0,-10DC  |-4,-4 DD
(Defect)

Click to add notes

Office Tneme" | English EEEE o

4PM
03/10/2013





image2.png
Quick Change | Editing
Siyles~ Styles

Keowiedge basedon the sandpoint of women's s eads 10 2 more oSt bty
— troacensne sasefrom which we cerve knowedge

— theparspecives of marginaiss peopl may reve! sspecs of reaty obscured by more
orthoson approaches o knowedge buding

‘Emprass on socelegicl aralyses rat begin with ksl nd e Merarchical socal
reations [oztween men and women) in which th es are siuated

Fejectthe convertonal separaton betwesn subjec and abject ofresearch:

~ scknowiedging the subjective element i ooe'ssralyss incrases the oS of
researcn
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Security and Insecurity

Security: Defined broadly in multidimensional and multilevel
terms

- Security of individuals is related to national and
international politics

Security threats include:
- domestic violence - gender subordination
-rape - ecological destruction
- poverty -war

Those at the margins of states may be rendered more
insecure by their state’s security policies
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