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Course Description: In addition to introducing students to a range of texts designed for children, this course will ask questions about what makes a piece of writing “children’s literature”. To that end, we will explore a variety of children’s writing from different time periods in order to explore how conceptions of children’s literature (indeed, childhood itself) change and develop over time. As well, we investigate individual texts by asking a variety of questions, including, but not limited to the following:

-
What makes a text “children’s literature”?

- 
What assumptions about children or childhood are present in the work?

- 
How does a work’s attitude about children differ from, correlate to, or inform modern attitudes?

- 
How might a child today respond to this text?

- 
Would you read this to a child, and if so, how might you discuss the issues it raises with 

  
him/her? 

Required Texts

Barrie, J.M. Peter Pan

Burnett, Frances Hodgson, The Secret Garden
Carroll, Lewis. Alice in Wonderland

Graham, Kenneth, The Wind in the Willows 

Juster, Norton, The Phantom Tollbooth
Milne, A.A., Winnie-the-Pooh 
Montgomery, Lucy Maude, Anne of Green Gables (READ ONLINE)
Paterson, Katherine. Jacob Have I Loved

Riordan, Rick. The Lightning Thief

Snicket, Lemony, A Bad Beginning (NEED TO GET)
Stevenson, Robert Louis, Treasure Island (NEED TO GET)
All texts are available at the Benjamin Books, 122 Osgoode, except for the fairy tales, Edgeworth’s “The Good Aunt” and Edward Lear’s poetry, which are available online through Blackboard links. You may, however, use any editions you like. 

Evaluation

Attendance and Participation




5%




6 Reading Responses (Best 4 out of 6 at 5% each)


20%

Midterm







20%

Final Essay (1500 words)
 




25%

Final Exam 







30%

Please note that the final exam date is set by the department and cannot be changed. Do not schedule travel for after the term until the date of the exam is announced.

COURSE POLICIES:

Attendance: Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. A student is allowed up to 6 absences over the course of the semester, with or without documentation. A student who misses more than 6 classes will receive a failing grade in the course.
Assignment Due Dates: The Final essay is due at the BEGINING of class on the date indicated. Unless authorized by me IN WRITING BEFORE the due date, late assignments will not be accepted. EMAIL SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Please note that the English department secretariat cannot accept student assignments.

Students must submit all assignments and sit the final exam in order to receive a passing grade. Failure to submit the essay or sit the exam will result in a grade of INC (incomplete) which is equivalent to an F. 

Academic Fraud: Forms of academic fraud include improper, missing, or made-up bibliographical information; passing off others’ work as your own; turning in the same assignment for more than one class; and collaborative efforts when individual work is requested. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. Violations of academic integrity are prohibited and if detected may result in failure of the assignment, failure of the course, or expulsion from the University. It is your responsibility to know what constitutes academic fraud. More information can be found on the University of Ottawa’s Academic Integrity Website (web5.uottawa.ca/mcs-smc/academicintegrity/regulation.php)

Basic Preparation: As a matter of course, you are expected to 1) attend all lectures; 2) complete the scheduled readings beforehand; 3) arrive prepared to discuss what you have read; 4) bring the relevant text(s) to class. I strongly recommend taking notes on the lectures and keeping a record of the passages and terms we discuss in class. Writing in the margins of your books and marking off key passages as you read is also a good idea. Passages, terms, and ideas discussed in class are likely to appear on the exams.

Email Policy: I am always available to answer questions via email. I tend to reply quickly, but please allow me at least 48 hours to respond before contacting me again to check on the status of your query. Be respectful in your emails. That means, for example, providing a suitable subject line for your email, addressing me appropriately, and signing off with your name. It also means first consulting the syllabus to see if it answers your question for you before you send your email. Please allow me a reasonable amount of time to respond to your emails. If you have any concerns, voice them well ahead of time to ensure that I receive the email soon enough.  

Assignment Specifications: Your assignments must conform to the following specifications:

• Times New Roman, 12-point font; double-spaced, on one side of white, unlined 8½ x 11 inch paper; one-inch margins (sides, top, and bottom); page numbers in the upper right corner; pages stapled or clipped together in the upper left corner; free of penciled-in corrections; with no extra spaces between paragraphs.

• The title of the assignment (one that reflects the paper’s contents, not just “Essay” or “Title of the Work I’m Writing On”), student name, course name and section, instructor’s name, and date of submission must be included in a header on the first page (see MLA formatting).

• Proper documentation of sources. Rules for documentation and formatting can be found on the OWL Purdue website. Google OWL Purdue and click the first link. MLA style is preferred for this class.

• Unencumbered by a folder or envelope of any kind.

There will be an automatic deduction of one mark for each rule that is violated.

ASSIGNMENT DETAILS:
Reading responses – 1.5-2 pages each, 5% each: The response is not a formal essay, (you do not need a thesis statement,) but you must think critically about the work in question. Discuss one or two things about the text that you find problematic, interesting, unusual, etc. Keep in mind that this response must perform some kind of analysis – it’s not enough to merely point out what jumped out at you; you must also make an effort to think critically about the text or passages in question. You do not need to cite the text for this assignment, but you may wish to in order to make your argument more precise. Please do not use secondary sources for the reading response. (You may, however, refer to other relevant primary works). You may wish to consider one of the questions listed in the course description for the reading responses. The final paper can build on ideas introduced in your reading responses. 

Reading responses will be due on the dates indicated on the schedule of reading. For these responses, you must discuss the text that has been assigned for that lecture. On days when reading responses are due, the class will begin with group discussion of the responses, followed by a broader class discussion – this is a good opportunity to earn participation marks, so be prepared to discuss your responses. Only the 4 best reading responses will count toward the final grade.    

Final Essay (~1500 words, 25% of final mark): This paper must have a thesis (a central insight, a main point around which you organize the essay) that relates the question(s) being asked of you. You are expected to engage with the texts on a regular basis to advance your reading: cite specific details and passages from a work, and use them to help develop a coherent, persuasive, argumentative reading. Omit plot summary and your personal, affective response to the text (“I liked or hated this story because…”). Instead, be analytical in your approach: carefully think through what it is that the text sets out to do or to communicate, and make sure you answer the question(s) being asked of you. 

Essay topics will be distributed early in the semester. The paper will ask you to make connections between two or more works. Alternative topics may be discussed with me beforehand. You do not need to use secondary sources for this paper, but feel free to use them if necessary. A handy essay writing guide is linked on the Blackboard page for this course.
Schedule of Reading

Week 1 – Fairy Tales

Jan. 6: Introduction. 

Jan 9. : Fairy Tales 1: “The Sleeping Beauty” (Perrault), “The Master Cat, or Puss in Boots” (Perrault), “Beauty and the Beast” (de Beaumont), and “The Sleeping Beauty” (Grimm).

Week 2 – The Invention of Childhood

Jan. 13: Fairy Tales 2: “Snow White” (Grimm), “Little Red Riding Hood” (Perrault), “The Snow Queen” (Anderson), “The Little Mermaid” (Anderson), and “The Emperor’s New Clothes” (Anderson). 

Jan. 16: Maria Edgeworth – “The Good Aunt” FIRST READING RESPONSE DUE

Week 3

Jan. 20: J. M. Barrie Peter Pan 

Jan. 23: Lewis Carroll – Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 1 SECOND READING RESPONSE DUE

Week 4 – Nonsense

Jan.  27: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 2 AND 

Edward Lear – Nonsense Songs, Stories, Botany, and Alphabets  

Jan 30: Norton Juster – The Phantom Tollbooth
Week 5  

Feb. 3: MIDTERM EXAM 

Boys

Feb. 6: Robert Louis Stevenson – Treasure Island 1 THIRD READING RESPONSE DUE
Week 6

Feb. 10: Treasure Island 2 

Girls
Feb 13: L.M. Montgomery – Anne of Green Gables 1 
Reading Week Feb 16 to 22

Week 7 

Feb 24:  Anne of Green Gables 2 
Boys and Girls

Feb 27: Frances Hodgson Burnett – The Secret Garden 1 FOURTH READING RESPONSE DUE

Week 8 

March 3: Secret Garden 2

Animal Fables

March 6: A.A. Milne – Winnie-the-Pooh 

 Week 9

March 10: Kenneth Grahame – The Wind in the Willows FIFTH READING RESPONSE DUE

March 13: Wind in the Willows 2 

Week 10 – The End of Innocence: Realism

March 17: Katherine Paterson – Jacob Have I Loved 
March 20: EASTER BREAK

Week 11 – The End of Innocence: Fantasy

March 24: Rick Riordan – The Lightning Thief 1  

March 27: Rick Riordan – The Lightning Thief 2 FINAL PAPER DUE

Week 12

March 31: Lemony Snicket – A Bad Beginning SIXTH READING RESPONSE DUE

April 3: Exam Review

Student Services

The Academic Writing Help Centre: The AWHC is an academic support service offered by the Student Academic Success Service (SASS). It provides students with free one-on-one assistance in the development of their writing abilities. Among other things, students can get help in learning how to complete an effective brain-storming session, create a structured outline, identify and correct errors in grammar, and avoid plagiarism. The Centre is located at 110 University Private (http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/ 613.562.5800, x. 3820).

English Writing Centre: This is another option for writing advice. The Writing Centre, located in 0036 MRT, is staffed by graduate students in the English department. They can help you work through problems with mechanics, structure, and content on written assignments. Appointments are made online, but drop-ins are usually served as well. More information can be found at http://www.writingcentre.uottawa.ca/homepage.html
