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1st Week
Symbol - “A written character or mark used to represent something; a letter, figure, or sign conventionally standing for some object, process, etc.”

2nd Week (Evil Eye and Superstition)
What is Religion?
· connection to the divine
· search for truth
· ultimate things
· expressions of spirituality

Religious Studies
· observable aspects (e.g., social and psychological)
· social-scientific analysis of observations 

Evil Eye
· The evil eye is a superstition that a particular person may cast a malicious gaze which will destroy or harm or inflict bad luck on someone toward whom they are either openly or even unknowingly envious
· Evil eye connected to morality: 
· envy, greed, being stingy, coveting
· Involuntary or intentional
· eye = window to/of heart, inner being
· Result: injure or destroy life and health, livelihood, honour or wealth
· Ubiquitous;  “constant vigilance” needed (Elliott 1990, 264)
Especially vulnerable: children, people with “good fortune or social prestige”

Social Implications
· way of marking social boundaries, controlling social deviance = a way to discredit and hinder opponents because it sways public opinion (social sanction)
· Within this worldview, evil eye accusations are a way to define “us” and “them”

Superstition
· “A widely held but irrational belief in supernatural influences, especially as leading to good or bad luck, or a practice based on such a belief.”










3rd Week (Origins of evil in Western Thought, combat myth, and religious text)
Myth
· Rather a way of explaining religious beliefs and/or why things are the way they are
· Provide meaning, significance and stability in the midst of chaos
· Often connected to ritual

Combat Myth
· Social context of Genesis myth, ancient Near East
· Early notion of “evil” = combat myth
· Battle between the gods (divine assembly) in Near Eastern tales (2nd millennium BCE)
· Associated with creation of humanity

Steps of Combat Myth
1. A force (monster) threatens political/cosmic order = chaos
2. The assembly (or head of gods) is in great distress, trying to find someone to fight the monster
3. A younger god goes to battle with the monster
4. He defeats the monster (often on the second attempt)
5. His victory restores order, and he becomes king

Chaos
· not an inherently evil god, but this role of personified chaos = opponent in battle
· similar to role of Satan in ancient Judaism and Christianity

Creation myth compared to combat myth
· Both have a deity conquer chaos and create humanity
· Hebrew God conquers the darkness, separates the waters
· doesn’t battle any other gods, but elsewhere battles sea monster

Both contain conflict involving chaos ongoing threat
· Combat myth: solves cosmic chaos before creation, but still a threat, like in Michael Nichol’s view of Batman/Joker (social chaos)
· Kushner’s view of Genesis 3: though life can appear chaotic, the myth can help to create a framework in which individuals understand “knowledge of good and evil” as what makes us uniquely human

Genesis adaptation of combat myth
· Genesis 1 – God as hero, creator
· Genesis 2-3 – serpent as chaos figure
· Disobedience = realize good and evil




4th Week (Origins of Jesus and Satan)
· This is important not just historically, but for understanding the roots of these ideas in Western cultures and thought in general. 

Historical Development
· The Hebrew word for “Satan” (śţn) means “one who opposes, obstructs, acts as an adversary” (Pagels 1995, 39)
· Earliest texts suggest the word is used for a function or role = an angel sent from God or working with God
· Slightly later texts reveal a shift in how the adversary (“the satan”) is portrayed; he becomes personified as an opponent of God

· Pagels posits a social cause: stories of angels and demons reflected a way of expressing social conflict and group identity in a particular time of Jewish history
· It is this view that strongly influenced the world view of the earliest Christians and their depiction of Satan, as we will see in our readings for next class
· In other words, the idea of Satan as it is found in Christianity (and later Islam) was not always around. It was an idea that developed around the time when Christianity began.

Intimate Enemy
· internal social conflict + Satan as a personified opponent of God
· The supernatural figure of Satan is not just supernatural; this figure is used to label the “other”–namely, the “intimate enemy.”

· “cosmic war” is the battle between God and Satan, good and evil, at play in the supernatural world
· context of “cosmic war” is crucial to the story (world view of the early Christians)

How is evil portrayed in the gospels?
· Cosmic, supernatural evil (Satan, demons)
· usually manifested in the actions of people
· demon-possessed people
· Pharisees and scribes
· even Peter once, when he misunderstands Jesus (Mark 8:33)!

What is Jesus’ role with regard to evil?
· He attacks the supernatural forces and overcomes them.
· His death is the culmination of the “cosmic war.” 
· His death appears to be a loss, but his resurrection signals what the early Christians believe to be ultimate victory.



5th Week (Judas, Apocalypticism & the Book of Revelation)
· Judas = the betrayer
· Through history = a symbol of evil 
· Judas is more villainized as time goes on:
· In Mark (65-70 CE), he wants to “hand him over”
· In Luke (90 CE or later) and John (100 CE), Satan enters him!
· The Gospel of Judas (140-160 CE) suggests he was Jesus’ closest disciple!

Apocalyptic Worldview
· a particular way of understanding how the world works, why things happen the way they do
· Not all Jews of this era thought this way
· The Jesus-followers did!
·  “revelation”  revealed knowledge of “truth” 
· (Cosmic war; end coming soon; God will judge; etc.)

Outside influences?
1. encounter with Hellenism = social change, some rejected, but all changed
2. Persian influence, Zoroastrianism  Zoroaster/Zarathustra (600 BCE… 1000 BCE?)
· two equal spirits: 
· Ahura Mazda = good; order
· Angra Mainyu = evil (demons = sin, death, disease, affliction); systematically working toward chaos
· At the end of time, good will triumph over evil, Life after death

Steps of Apocalyptic Worldview
1. unseen world; only seen through revelation
2. future = radical change and judgment to come 
· punishments and rewards
3. God will rule over all in the end, but in the present there is an escalating cosmic battle
4. dualism = righteous/wicked; angels/demons (only in-group has “truth”)
5. An imminent end is coming
· usually all creation
6. ideal future world 
· no death, suffering
7. dissatisfaction with present world 
· future restoration is focus
6. tribulation = great suffering leading up to the end, but insiders who remain faithful will be rewarded
9. Determinism
· history has been determined by God
· history is viewed as a whole
10. angels and demons have important roles in the cosmic war
11. literature full of: metaphor, symbol, allegory, visions, odd language!


6th Week (Witches)
Social constructions of evil (ancient to modern world)
· Witch  
· In medieval times, was it the “witch” who was evil, or those who labelled someone a “witch”?
· “The other” = evil? OR perpetration of evil on “the other” = evil?
· Social constructions of evil (modern world)
· Mental illness
· First Nations residential schools
· Genocide
· 9/11, Islam

Types of Witches
· Imaginary witches (Wizard of Oz, Sabrina the Teenage Witch, etc.)
· A construction, folklore character
· “Witches” of the Middle Ages in Europe (and later in North America)
· A social construction
· A name some practitioners of Wicca and others have reclaimed recently

“Witch” in folklore and Western imagination associated with:
· woman/female (often older woman)
· supernatural ability/connection
· evidence for wise women who knew healing and cleansing herbs, midwifery, rituals for helping in kingly decisions, war, disease = power


7th Week (Wicca and Mental Illness)
Wicca: a religious studies perspective
** SEE WICCAN NOTES **

** SEE MENTAL HEALTH NOTES **
· religious traditions can offer compassion, acceptance of difference
· faith, peace, solace = ways to help get through the harder parts of the human condition
· but also some religious traditions consider mental health assistance as “evil,” possibly denying help








8th Week (First Nations of Canada)
Paternalism: “a system under which an authority undertakes to supply needs or regulate conduct of those under its control in matters affecting them as individuals as well as in their relations to authority and to each other” 

Shawn and Lila
Residential school system
· Mandated system by the government
· 1800-1900 over 130 residential school (boarding, industrial had existed)
· 1900-1940 about 1/6 of children were between the ages of 6-15
· 1940, 8000 children were native were enrolled in 76 schools across the country
· By 1974, the closing of the last school 86,000 former students are alive today.
· Duncan Campbell Scott-Deputy Superintendent of Indian Affairs summed it up when he said “I want to get rid of the Indian Problem.”

St. Margaret’s, Fort Francis, near Winnipeg 
Mom was forced to go to this school. Lived there, was told what to wear and when to go class. Woke up at 6 to pray in the Chapel

White Private Schools
In schools, the kids were thought that the first nation kids were savages ‘others’
The son, was struggling with identity because of being taught in the private school and in a first nation’s school. Was forced to go the same high school as his mom. 

What is Intergenerational Trauma?
“The unresolved trauma of Aboriginal people who have experienced or witnessed physical or sexual abuse in the residential school system. It is passed from generation to generation. The ongoing cycle of intergenerational abuse in Aboriginal communities is the legacy of effects of the residential school system.” (The healing has begun, an operational update from the Aboriginal healing Foundation pg.6 May 2002)

Both mom and son faced this type of trauma. They were guided into this path. Anger towards their childhood.
Mom was beaten in the school from disobeying the rules of the school. Married a controlling man. Was constantly teased and told she was stupid. At an early age went to counselling. She got help and turned a negative experience and turned it around for the better
Son as well had to receive counselling services. A vicious cycle passing down from one generation to the next. Drugs and addiction.

Connection with the United Church
Church changed symbol to appeal to Aboriginals
Mom respects the Church but does not feel affiliated with the Church.

**Elders don’t want to share experiences. Don’t want to glorify the event. **
	
Week 9 and 10 (Genocide)
· Symbol of the failure of the international community to act
· Ex. Rwandan, Armenian & Jewish Genocide
· “the planned, deliberate destruction of a people” (Coloroso 2007,  1)
· failure of the international community to act: failed to stop genocide and to hold gov’t responsible

Stages of Genocide
1. Classification
2. Symbolization
3. Dehumanization
4. Organization
5. Polarization
6. Preparation
7. Extermination
8. Denial

Barbara Coloroso: “It was not the evil that was banal in the extermination of the Armenians, Jews, Roma, Sinti and Tutsis; it was the banality—the ordinariness—of the people who perpetrated the genocide”

























11th Week (Stereotypes, Ethnocentrism, Islam)
· is it the act of “othering”( that is,  symbolization/labelling in such as way as to dehumanize, make someone “other,” inferior, less than human) that is the real evil?

Ethnocentric
· “Regarding one's own race or ethnic group as of supreme importance”

James Waller (2007, 14) distinguishes between 
· terror “from above” (genocide)
· and terror “from below” (9/11)

· Hate-crimes = dehumanization

Islam
Five pillars = the way to live a life of obedience to God
1. Confession of faith (Shahadah)
“There is no god but God, and Mohammed is his Prophet.”
2. Prayer 
Five times per day (on arising, midday, mid-decline, sunset, before bed)
3. Charity
 2.5%, not just of earnings, but of all wealth, to distribute to the poor
4. Ramadan
Holy month in the Islamic calendar (celebrates Mohammed’s revelation and Hijrah [migration] from Mecca to Medina0, during which Muslims fast (no food for drink from sunrise to sunset)
· Develops self-discipline and compassion
4. Pilgrimage
If one is able, journey to Mecca once during one’s lifetime (Mecca = where Mohammed received his revelation)
· Special clothes, all stand equally 

Two most prominent sects: 
SUNNI
· Successor to Mohammed: Abu Bakr (Mohammed’s general)
· rely on Sunna (stories) of prophet for understanding Qur’an
 
SHI’A 
· Successor to Mohammed: Ali, Mohammed’s cousin
· rely on imam who is in the line of Mohammed for revelation and understanding Qur’an

What is Wollin saying?
· True democracy has been compromised in America, especially by corporate power (multinational companies who have no political loyalty or accountability)
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Religious themes 
The Western imagination continues to be driven and convinced by ancient concepts of evil
· Combat myth
· Dualism 

9/11 Attacks
· World Trade Centre and the Pentagon = financial and military symbols of power (and oppression?)

· Media depicted the images over and over
· “fixing the images of American vulnerability”

· 9/11 as a “national holy day”
· “enshrined” to “justify” and “sanctify” the power of those who avenge this attack (Wolin 2008, 6)

· The almost immediate reaction of the American president after 9/11 was to declare war, though the enemy was largely unknown (“faceless” said President Bush; cited in Safi 2008, 207)
· “enemy aliens” were rounded up
· government power became intrusive in the name of security
· social welfare was cut
· foreign policy no longer required cooperation with fellow nations to act
	(Wollin 2008, 9)
“New enemy states were identified, not as hostile or enemy but as ‘evil’”
· planned a “pre-emptive” war with Iraq

The reality of September 11 became clothed in a myth that dramatized an encounter between two world-contending powers and prophesied that after severe trials and marvelous events the power blessed by the Creator would triumph over the evil power. 
· This “myth” resembles the dualism found in apocalyptic thought in the Christian history of the Western world.













Review:
Main thesis of the course: 
· “us and them” thinking = natural way of creating identity, but when “othering” leads to dehumanization, this is when humans perpetrate evil on one another

Symbols
· Multivalence (e.g., serpent)
· evil eye – cathartic 
· Muffins For Granny –murals 
· circle – unity, balance
· swastika – balance; but most prominently now known as evil because of WWII context
· Fiction (devil’s horns) vs. reality (skulls & Rwanda genocide)
· 9/11 as an event

Historical roots of Western conceptions of evil
· combat myth (chaos vs. order), relation to Genesis creation story
· “the satan” as a development over time (Kings/Chronicles), eventually the figure of Satan
· different Israelite (Jews) responses to Hellenism (300 BCE)
· apocalyptic worldview, including dualism (good vs. evil, light vs. dark, reward vs. punishment)
· Dualism is NOT the same as multivalence (multivalent = when a symbol means different things in different contexts)

· Pagels’ “intimate enemy” associated with Satan (“separate forces over which we have no control” (Cantacuzino 2011, 771)
· demon-possesssion = evil is external
Could be people with schizophrenia, similar signs
· Judas = development of a villain
 Progressively evil, wasn’t evil at first
· witch trials; Inquisitors 
Was the witches evil, or the accusers

Evil in the Modern World
· Fictional evil (horror films, villains)
· Wicca
· mental illness = all of us on a spectrum (stigma = stymies getting help; ostracizes)
· residential schools = Canadian history, our history
· genocide – ordinary people, extraordinary evil
· definition, eight steps, intent, dehumanization, Coloroso’s connection to bullying






· 9/11 as evil, but also resilience and solidarity; curiosity about Islam, everyday Muslims
· 9/11 in the media: religious language hearkening back to historical Western concepts of evil
· Islam and 9/11– negative images, political weapon (Cantacuzino 2011, 774) 
· story of Khaled al-Berry; exceptions to the idea that there are no “counter voices to violent extremism” (Cantacuzino 2011, 774-75)
· bullied and bully  labels “self-fulfilling prophecy” (Cantacuzino 2011, 776) and feeling dehumanized in their own actions










