Reason Lesson 9
Aurelius Augustinus (354-430 AD)
Bishop of Hippo  (now Annaba in Algeria) (396-430 AD)
· Lived most of his life in Roman North Africa
 Highly influential until our time:
· Medieval schoolmen – faith and reason
· Western mystics – love of God
· The Reformation and Counter-Reformation
· 18th-century Enlightenment – original sin influenced I. Kant
· Romantic movement’s emphasis on feeling in religion
· Synthesis between Christianity and classical culture
· Psychology, political science, theory of war
Thinkers and philosophers influenced by or reacted against Augustinus: 
Anselm, Aquinas, Petrarch, Luther, Bellarmine, Pascal, Kierkegaard, Wittgenstein, Nietzsche and Freud
The Formation of Augustine’s Mind
Augustine studied and was influenced by the best of Greeks and Romans
· Romans: Cicero for prose and oratory, Virgil and Horace for poetry
· Memorization: important feature in ancient times and North Africa produced many distinguished writers
· 2nd century – North Africa was Christianized, Bible was translated into Latin for the new converts (Tertullian, Cyprian of Carthage, Arnobius, Lactantius)
· Cicero’s philosophical dialogues: clear exposition of the debates between different Greek philo schools
· Augustine was familiar with Aristotle’s Categories and Interpretation
· Plato – an authority, Stoic logic and ethical assertions
· Epicurus - How far language communicates meaning about reality
· Neoplatonism captured his mind when he was 31: Plotinus (205-270 AD), Porphyry of Tyre (c. 250-c. 305 AD)
Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 BC - 43 BC)
Cicero was highly influential on Augustine:
· Philosophical thinking needed for any critical judgment, even for people involved in public/political life
· Cicero’s ideal was self-sufficiency
· Happiness is not found in a self-indulgent life of pleasure
· Bodily pursuit of pleasure in food, drink and sex is distracting for the mind in pursuit of higher things
Other influences on Augustine:
· His sexual drive was strong: he had a son, Adeodatus, with his mistress.
He was unimpressed by the Bible’s naïve story of Adam/Eve. The doubtful morality of the Israelite patriarchs and the incompatibility between two genealogies of Jesus in Matthew and Luke turned him away from his mother’s church.
· He was drawn to astrology and the occult theosophy taught by Mani (216-277 AD).
Mani: Founder of Manichaeism
Mani: 3rd-century prophet
· Jesus had a redemptive role as a symbol of the plight of humanity, not a historical person/divine redeemer
· The crucifixion and death of Jesus were only symbols, not actual events
· Origin of evil: a primordial and still continuing cosmic conflict between Light and Dark
· Soul – divine in origin, but scattered throughout the world
· Mani himself – the Paraclete (Advocate) announced by Jesus
 Augustine was a Manichee for 10 years, while in teaching posts at Carthage and Rome. He held in contempt the bishops of the church for their lack of education and critical inquiry and converted many friends to Manicaheism.
Plotinus: An Influence on Young Augustine
Philosopher Plotinus (204–270 AD):
· is said to have had mystical union with the One only four times in his life
believed in ascetical life, vegetarianism, no baths; a master for many men and women, including for Porphyry
Plotinus was a Neo-Platonist:
· He valued Plato’s dialectic, especially his analysis of identity and difference
· He attributed changelessness to the higher world of Being grasped by the mind
· Believed that the world of the senses is in continuous flux
According to Plotinus:
· The soul perceives the One as a presence transcending all knowing
· The evolution of the hierarchy of being is “emanation”
· Inferior beings are increasingly imperfect, compared to the higher beings

Evil in Plotinus
The causative emanation explained  the source of evil:
The One, the Mind, the Soul – the supreme Triad – has some increasing imperfection in it:
· The Mind can delude itself about its own grandeur
· The Soul is even further down the scale, able to create matter
· Matter is utter evil, formless non-being
Plotinus declared that evil is a defect of being and goodness (unlike Manichees: despised by the Neo-Platonists)
Two other explanations for evil:
· Misused free choice grounded in potentiality for weakness in the soul
· Weakness in the soul tended to be absorbed into external, material things
Led to Christ
Reading Cicero led Augustine to Manichaeism,  reading Plotinus and Porphyry led him to Christ
· The prologue of the Gospel according to St. John and Paul’s 2 Corinthians 3-4 were Platonizing.
· Young Augustine became convinced that Christianity is nothing but “Platonism for the multitude”. In July 386 AD, in a garden at Milan, he finally decided to become a Christian – “tolle, lege” (pick up, read).
· Augustine abandoned ambitions for a successful career and the intention to marry. He understood sexual passion as an obstacle between the soul and God.
· Augustine's desire was not to become a hermit, but to live with a community of friends with enthusiasm for Plato, St. Paul and Cicero.
After baptism at Easter in 387 AD, he wrote of authority (Christ)  & reason (Plato) = 2 sources for knowing the truth.
Augustine’s De Genesi ad litteram
(Exposition of the Literal Meaning of Genesis)
After authoring the Confessions, Augustine turned his attention to two major topics, creation and the Trinity.
Augustine composed a number of expositions of Genesis, the most important of which is Exposition of the Literal Meaning of Genesis (de Genesi ad litteram) – begun ca. 401 AD
Literal – not a matter-of-fact account, but in the sense that:
· both humanity and cosmos are dependent on the will and goodness of God for their existence
· what the case is, a simple way of talking about eternity of the world& an inherent immortality of the soul
Matter is good – created by God – and the world was created ‘out of nothing’
VIDEO
· ugustine saw the world as a developing process.
· Not everything in the world today was created in the beginning.
· God created ‘seminal principles’ (rationes seminales, logoi spermatikoi) or causal reasons for everything that subsequently came to be. Therefore, new genera and species can appear.
· All effects are contained in potentiality in their causes – a Neo-Platonic axiom.
· All human beings were seminally in Adam, although their individual forms did not yet exist.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Augustine did not think chance or randomness played a part in the amazing order and design of the world.
Augustine opposed the interpretation of 1 Corinthians 11.7, according to which the male, not the female, is made in God’s image.
· Male and female are differentiated only in body, not in soul or powers of the mind, but otherwise Augustine is inconsistent.
The prime function of woman is biological:
“Had Adam needed a helpmate in the sense of a partner in any really intelligent conversation and companionship, God would surely have provided another man; in providing Eve his intention was to ensure the continuance of the race” (GL ix.9).
· In marriage, a wife is to be domestic and supportive
· Unequal in public, husband and wife are equal in conjugal rights
· Marital sex is lawful
· Resurrection bodies will not bring both men and women into male bodies, as if femininity had been a regrettable mistake
· Sexuality passes easily out of rational control
De Trinitate (On the Trinity) 
Trinitarian disputes
Sabellianism, Arianism, Macedonianism, Council of Nicea (325 AD), Council of Constantinople (381 AD)
 Augustine uses psychological analogies (vestiges of the Trinity in humans) to explain the Trinity:
· Being, knowing, willing
· Memory, intelligence, will
· Mind, knowledge, love
· Lover, the beloved, love itself
· Thinking, speaking, willing
 These are analogies and analogies are not perfect.
“Three persons in one substance”  (Tertullian’s formula)
Trinity is one of relations, not of substances
Filioque (the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and from the Son)
· Hilary of Poitiers and Ambrose of Milan used the term before Augustine
· Filioque was used to protect the Trinity from being understood as an unequal graded triad
· Filioque gave more emphasis to the unity of God than the Greek formula did
· The Son is a perfect image and resemblance of the Father
The Word of God: seat of the models of all finite beings which could serve as partial imitations of highest being
The models of the minor resemblances are called the ideas (divine thoughts)

MP3 CONFESSION
AGU BOOK 7, he tells us how he converted from previus life to life of Christian 
Book 7 marks point in his life, intellectual processes, astrology is falling, 
For many reader this story seems out of place, but rejection of astrology reflects free will
His rejection of manicheesm (the former gnostic religion), he rejected it when he discovered Platonism
He discusses platonic book, he says they contained same notion even if they don’t mention Christ/logos, the goal of the Egyptians is reference to Hebrew bible, Platonism= god with no physical substance
Beatific visions, radical solution to problem of evil, there is no evil, evil has no existence of its own, it occurs of corruption of things that are good, the platonic book doesn’t mention importance of god, 
Agustine needs to supplement his reading with Christianity, letters of paul
Christ provides only real solution to human sin, te anxiety of evil, is Christ 

MP3 VALE

Augustin original sin video 

free will and miss use of free will
impotant point that we need to be aware of
augustine invented: original sin 
but bible was aware of sinfulness before, jesus talks about it a lot
its even present in adam and eve
pecatum originale
toddler's most violent people on earth
the article 
this topic of original sin comes back,  1960 period of optimism (involved in revolution of society, liberation of constraints coming from parents and religion, people are fine and there is nothing wrong with us) but later people realized that ppl are more and more involved in drugs and inflicting pain onto other ppl, therefore they realized that something in us is wrong causing injustice, 
adam and eve, symbolic story used by theologians and church to indicate original disobedience 
with agustine's help, the church embraced the view that this disobedience affected human nature in dramatic way and was inherited
mention of equivalent of original sin in other religions
African native religion: humans having lost closeness to god, 
heavens close to humans and earth 
children were breaking pieces and putting them in the soup
when women would pound the grain with a stick the other end of the stick would poke the heaven
so the gods were upset and removed the heavens away from earth

Just like adam and eve upset god and were removed from paradise
nd nothing is available anymore, now you work to earn a living
so something is in us
 -we don’t appreciate what we have”
not that if we knew better we would make the right choicea\
agu realized with apostle st paul
whenever i want t choose right i end up chosing evil
its not just a matter of intellectual
we know what is good but something in us makes us pick evil
what is the solution?
he developed this explanation:
Original sin, affects our power of free will affects how we try to struggle with reality around me, affects intellectual, feelings, knowledge, determination to pursue something 
sin has been transmitted, genetically 
how humans are full of lust, really trying to guide life according to lust 
his solution to reverse this situation and provide salvation 
christ came for salvation, (this view is approved by church
main arguments are 
christ place major goal
god transmit power, grace to humanity 
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