Lesson 7
The Persecution of Christians by the Roman Emperor Diocletian (303-305 AD):
· Destruction of churches
· Arrests of heads of churches, released if they consented to libations and sacrifices (test to detect Christians)
 Persecution continued until 312 AD, even after Diocletian was no longer emperor.

Licinius and Maxentius
Licinius, in full Valerius Licinianus Licinius (died 325), Roman emperor (308-324). He was elevated to the rank of augustus (in 308) by his friend Galerius, who had become emperor. Galerius hoped to have him rule the west, but since Italy, Africa, and Spain were held by the usurper Maxentius, while Constantine reigned in Gaul and Britain, Licinius had to content himself with ruling Pannonia. When Galerius died in 311, Licinius took over Galerius' European dominions. He married Constantine's half sister Constantia (313). Licinius added the entire eastern half of the empire to his dominion.
After a brief accord between the two Augustin, Constantine forced Licinius to surrender the provinces of Pannonia and Moesia. There followed 10 years of uneasy peace in which Licinius built up his army and accumulated a huge reserve of treasure. In 324, Constantine defeated him at Adrianople and again at Chrysopolis. Licinius surrendered, was exiled to Thessalonica, and was executed the next year on a charge of attempted rebellion.
On June 5, 313, he had issued the Edict of Milan granting toleration to the Christians and restoring church property.
Maxentius, Latin in full Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maxentius (died 312), Roman emperor (306 to 312). In 307 he took the title augustus. Maxentius at first controlled Italy and Africa but not Spain, which was controlled by Constantine. Maxentius was killed by Constantine at the Battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312.
Because the sources from this period reflect the propaganda of Constantine, they represent Maxentius as a brutal tyrant, although in actuality he stopped the persecution of the Christians. He built a huge basilica, which Constantine renamed after himself, and a temple to his son Romulus in the Roman Forum.
Constantine (306-338 AD)
312 AD  The Battle of the Milvian Bridge:
· Maxentius (Roman Emperor) is killed
· Constantine has vision of the cross – “In this sign you will conquer”
313 AD  Edict of Milan (Constantine and Licinius):
· tolerance toward Christians
· Christian symbols appear on the coinage
· sentences passed by episcopal tribunals recognized as valid by the state
· churches are given the right to inherit property (a measure allowing them to increase their heritage)
· places of worship multiply
· Christians rise to the highest posts in administration
· the first restrictive measures against pagan practices
the cult of the emperor as in some way “equal of the Apostles”
The Edict of Milan
http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/bible/milan.stm

The Trinitarian Controversy
Phase I - Council of Nicaea/First Ecumenical (325 AD)
Video: god is one manifested in 3 persons (father, son and holy spirit)
Debate: is Jesus god and son of god? is it okay to call him that
Arius wondered if it was okay to call Jesus eternal
the fact that he was born from god, and called son of god in bible and tradition
he said you can’t be born and be eternal
He thought jesus was first creature that god created but still creature and impossible for him to be eternal and same time being called son of god and also being born
therefore he was NO GOD
reaction: dramatic and divided the church
conclusion was that arias had to be be exile, removed from being priest in alexandria
this council produced a creed (profession of faith, used to indicate what people believed)
so the one in nicaea emphasizes how jesus is the son of god so he is god, various phrases in bible (light of god, true got from true god, jesus is begotten from god = not made by god but take being of god, unlike other humans) problem with this creed is that it uses a word that is not from the bible: consubstantial: homouseos in greek <--- not biblical, so because of this the debate continued
in 381 jesus issue was clarified, the issue of 3rd divine person (holy spirit was raised)  but in this case they did not use consubstantial" in order to avoid same problem they had in the past 50 years
instead they used word worshiped and glorified 

Main Actors
· Arius (256-336 AD)
· Athanasius of Alexandria (c. 293-373 AD)
The Controversy
· Arius attacks his bishop Alexander of Alexandria in c. 320 for his formulas, such as “always God, always the Son” (Father-Son relationship)
· Alexander attacks Arius for his interpretation of certain biblical passages, e.g. Proverbs 8.22: “The Lord created me at the beginning of his ways”

Phase I - Council of Nicaea/First Ecumenical (cont'd)
Was Jesus made (created) or begotten (generated eternal)?
Arius said: “There was [a time] when he [the Son] was not”. He meant:
the Son of God became incarnate in Jesus
he was not eternal
must have come into being
must have been made
was a creature
not god

Phase II - The Council of Constantinople (381 AD)
Main Actors
· Eunomius of Cyzicus (c. 335-395 AD)
· Basil of Caesarea (c. 329-379 AD)
· Gregory of Nyssa (c. 335-394 AD)
· Gregory of Nazianzus (c. 329-389 AD)
· Augustine (354-430 AD)
The Declaration
· The Council of Constantinople (held in 381 AD) spoke of God as being one in nature (or substance) and three in persons (Father, Son and Holy Spirit)
· It declared that the Holy Spirit is also God, but avoided the troublesome, non-biblical word “homoousios"
· General information: substance/nature is ousia; person is prosopon, hypostasis
 Video:
only one god, the 3 that are mentioned as being god have the same degree of divinity 
father is not begotten (not born by anyone else, he doesn't have father or mother above him, he is absolute)
the son, is eternally generated by father
hoy spirit process from father , we don't know what precession was (way of taking being of first divine person was) 

why are these debates important
in trying to understand who this one god is that Christians believed it was manifested in 3 persons, they also (4th century ppl) ended up defining what a person is
before the 4th century there was NO concept of "person"
annd now were use it all the time " i met this person, lend something to a person"
it came to existence because of chirstian attempt to understand who god is
its important to show us what we believe about a person as modern people
how much we disagree about a person
debates about disconnecting life support human vegetables: shows that we disagree with perspective on "person" if human being continues to have memories and consciousness, will, they are a person
some people become passionate and say that the person isn't there anymore and its okay to put an end
sometimes death penalty? people think its okay to get rid of seines life she they did something horrible they re no longer a person
same with abortion, what is life? does it start at conception?
same with euthanasia 

understanding of person: person is a centre of consciousness
first ones to define a person as this is (modern notion) descartes and locke
but ancients did not work with this concept 
they had to start somewhere
person different from nature and substance that they have in common with other person
we encounter human nature but we are different from one another 
we are unique
so how is spirit, god and son different
so father is god and has this in common with the other two
but father is not begotten
son is begotten
spirit also takes being from father but in a different way from son
notion that person is a unique individual; somethings in common with others but also different
->clarification of trinitarian dogma 

PAINFUL PARTITIONS
MP3
arians were most important groups
but other groups too were alternative christians
what was labelled in past as orthodoxy vs heresy
today it is not used anymore as scholars because no one wants to be a heretic 

marsian 
[bookmark: _GoBack]famous for having raised issue of what is canonical and normative christianity 
hebrew bible and OT in his view is discarded 
gospel of luke is important and paul and paul's writings

reaction marsian by pro to orthodox

lyon (proto orthodoxe) also raides question of what is canonical 
took till 4th century to decide what is scripture/bible

montanists: movement of restoration and reaction to church becoming an establishment
this is a period of great transformation
orthodox christiniaty tryng to understand their id 

its why you have compition between these groups

donatist: donatus: important issue because it was an orthodox doctrine group, but had issue hat came after persecution
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