LESSON 6
Christianity in the Roman World: 4th Century
In this lesson, we return to the social and historical context of the Roman Empire in order to understand how Christianity grew to eventually become the official Roman religion by the end of the 4th century. Therefore, this lesson complements Christianity in the Roman World in at least two significant ways:
· First, this lesson focuses on the persecutions of Christianity in a way in which Christianity in the Roman World did not. Christianity in the Roman World introduced some theory from the sociology of religion to explain the persecutions. Lesson 6 applies that theory to the actual persecutions and provides details about the major persecutions
Second, this lesson takes you to the 4th century and beyond, when Christianity was legalized and then became the official religion of the empire
Roman Religion
· Roman Empire was the object of the manifested care of the gods such as Jupiter.
· In order to satisfy the gods, cultic intentions developed. Keep the PAX DEORUM “the peace of the gods”.
· The Roman religion was complex for it included borrowing traditions and elements - including Oriental Cults.
This suggests tolerance for other religions that have ancient roots.

Religious Tolerance
	Roman Rule
	· was more than secular.  mandatory participation in public ceremonies and securing the gods’ protection for the emperor.

	Roman Religion
	· had no particular interest in binding doctrines.
· observance was mandatory for everyone.

	Judaism (and the Jews)
	· were tolerated for they were a sect with old roots.


Persecution
Disloyal to the State
The name Christian evoked an inherited disloyalty to the state. Christians: considered a sect that sprung out of Judaism.
According to Porphyry:
· C: denounced as having turned away from the recognized god, accused of being atheists. “atheist to all those [pagan] gods” -christians.
· C: considered dangerous not only because of “their crude practices” (ritual murder, cannibalism, incest and magic were some of the false accusations brought against them), but also because they belonged to an antisocial organization that neglected the gods and the ceremonies.
PLINY THE YOUNGER
112 AD emperor's personal legate)
He observed that Christians were accused of:
· Riots
· Subversion of public order
· Neglecting temple worship
· Non-compliance with traditional religious ceremonies
Therefore, in his eyes, and according to the mob, the application of capital punishment was justified. The victims of this oppression were seen as “martyrs” (witnesses) by fellow co-religionists.
ntense persecution took place under emperors:
· Decius 250- 251 AD
· Valerian 257- 259 AD
This targeted bishops to demoralize the community and was a setback for the Church
260-302 AD - complete tolerance:
· This was a crucial time of growth for the Church
hen came the “Great Persecution” of 303-313 AD
· The need for pagan revival
· This persecution involved:
Destruction of churches and scriptures
Confiscation of property
Prohibition of worship
Cancellation of legal and civil rights
Arrests of clergy, torture, execution
Orders to sacrifice to the gods on pain of death
Yet the unflinching courage of the Christians influenced the future course of events
After 312 AD
Eusebius
· Born 265, died 340
· Was the first church historian
· He enthusiastically celebrated Constantine and his conversion after the battle at the Milvian Bridge.
Constantine
· Was very sympathetic to Christians after claiming to have had a vision of a cross superimposed against the sun
· He was raised a monotheist (Sun God worshipper), but after his conversion introduced and mixed Christian monotheism with Sun cult worship.
· In 313, Constantine and his co-emperor of the East, Licinius, granted universal religious freedom by the Edict of Milan
Council of Nicaea, 325 AD
· Important step in establishing orthodoxy within the Church.
· Christianity experienced an almost steady progress throughout the fourth century.
324 AD
· Constantine founded Constantinople, “the New Rome”, on the site of ancient Byzantion.
· This conquered the hearts of the Eastern provinces and brought Christianity, which was in many ways still pagan, into Asia Minor.
391-392 AD
· Under the pressure of the Church and in order to enforce imperial unity through religious uniformity and orthodoxy, Emperor Theodosius I declares paganism illegal.
· Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire and Judaism is only tolerated.
· Paganism is banned.

INTRO video l6
persecution

roman empire provided freedom of religion for many reLI
exception were for christianity
and sometimes jew
and other reli tat were subversive (against roman) 
and christianity was one that was persecuted
people were allowed to practice as long as they would follow rules and not threat others
but for some reason christianity was not welcomed
because they were perceived as revolutionary/cannibalism
and refused to sacrifice to other gods
then became legal with constantine 
but they had to deal with the past
important issue: collaboration between c and persecutors
8 and 10 major persecution (target entire community, other times only targeted the heads of church (bishops))
other gave up and gave in bible, and info about fellow christians
the ones that survived -> should we allow collaborators among us? 
had to faith the past, deal with issue of persecutors, reconcile?
DONATUS proposed that those collaborators should be expelled from church
but church should be made out of the saints
not inlined with jesus's msg (abandon previous sinful life) and not enlined with reality (some collaborators said sorry and asked to be part of the community again, yet donates refused them) 
agustus then said that church is not just made of saints 
search for good not for evil
but for while there is an experimentation
and agusutus said that mae up with theory that even priest and bishop who were sinful are allowed to fx in church cause god wants to transfer grace to them, they are supposed to be examples of morality  and when you come across some that are not, then grace of god is working to them 
thats 1 major issue

after 312 when it became legalized
a lot of legislation in favour to them
position in gov 
churches ended up with a lot of support (public money to build)
tribunals are recognized, and so are their decisions
it became established in 4th century

another are where establishment as main reli and then only reli of empire after 393 
other area affected = power relation 

West
different development, diff historical path,  (rome): attacked by barbarians, took over Rome, no emperor, bishop of Rome (POPE) played political role 
Bishop head of Christian population in Rome, had political role, bishop of western church (milan, france, spain each had bishops)
2 powers: throne and alter 
Augustine contributed into this development, emperor was Christian, state was no longer the enemy 
Church had 2 powers
-Emperor representative of world power
-Bishops: heaven power
 both worked for good of society, both kept conceptually separated
-> developed western society 

East
area of empire connected with new capital Constantinople (church faith relation), Emperor (Bicentine resided there)

collaborate in symphonia, stronger than that of west, 
the ones that died = martyr and were celebrated for holding faith

6th century theory is developed
empire was Christian , emperor was son of church, had to obey rules of church and represent it
in bicentine empire , mixed both powers, so submission by church of state

example today vatican is centre of catholic church but separate from juridical ruler
and pope is a political ruler as well
and in east power are more together and influences today: Russia more titan understanding of collaboration o church 

MP3 NOTES
 
Conversion of empire, dealing from being pagan becomes Christian 
Happens in 4th century 
Culminates in yr 392 with other legislation by emperor teodosus 1st making it official reli of empire
Persecution are painful memory and reality that the church had to face and really surprise that mostly Christianity underwent it from roman authorities
Chapter keep in mind were dealing with cHRISTIANITY that comes out of period of persecution
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Past
Faces, those during last persecution were collaborating (Christians who resisted, tortured, killed = martyr) but those that abandoned collaborating,
If you are placed in difficult situation you don’t know how you will react against your principles, human beings are impredictable, so you can’t condemn those who have collaborated (udk what they went through)
So church had to decide what to do with these people that after wanted to return to church 
NOVATION said that these people should be excluded, they were sinners and church is only composed of saints

But then
Others believed that they should be given the chanc to repend cause church is made with sinners and saints

2nd issue
persecuted church had very few or no right
and the church ater the persecution had a lot of rights and was favored by emperor (starting by Constantine), moral dutie to encourage dutie of church 
so different relationship between church and state

3rd issue
christiniaty at the end of 4th cent becomes official
and engages in persecution of other religions
paganism is banned
religion that romans shared before (paganism) banned by theodosis
temples destroyed by angry Christians
important intellectual figures are targeted 
(church should be ashamed that people have engaged in violence with approval of bishop)

4th issue
relationship between church and empire
no apocalyptic expectation, yes the bible talks about it but we don’t know when it’ll happen so the empire and church should collaborate for well being of soc
p 113, Constantine barely under jesus, son of god too, doctrine developed in eastern empire, lead to understanding between relationship, (church and state) synphonia = harmony 
patriarc should collaborate rly close with emperor, 

in west
empire collaps with end of 4th century, rome abandoned by emperors, conquered by barbarian kings (don’t immediately convert into christianism) church and state 2 separate powers, each have their own field, 
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