Lesson 5
MUST WATCH VIDEO SLIDE 1/8
Common Traits of Gnosticism
Esoteric religious movement, 2nd and 3rd centuries AD, major challenge to Christianity.
	The World
	· The physical world itself is inherently evil, in opposition to the world of the spirit (which is good)

	The Divine Realm
	· The good God generated other divine offspring
· These offspring, in pairs, reproduced
· An accident occurred when one divine being (Sophia, a feminine deity) separated from the rest and spontaneously generated another being
· The latter, born outside the divine realm, was evil
· This latter being created the evil world



The circular, harmonic cross was an emblem used most notably by the Cathars, a medieval group that was associated with Gnosticism 

For Humanity
· Sophia was captured and imprisoned in the material world in the bodies of humans
· Many humans (though not all) have this spark of divinity in them
For Salvation
· The divine spark within humans can escape only by learning through knowledge (Gk. Gnosis) where it came from and how it can return
For the Church
· Gnostics admit that Christians who have faith in Christ and do good can experience some salvation, but the real afterlife is only available to the Gnostics
· Gnostics come to the full knowledge of the secrets of salvation
The Divine Redeemer for Christian Gnostics
· The salvific knowledge comes from outside the world, brought by a divine redeemer
· Christ is the one who brings this knowledge from above
· Some Gnostics (docetists, Gk. Dokeo – to seem, to appear) thought that Christ came to earth seemingly as a human
· He did not suffer because he was not flesh and blood
· Other Gnostics, believed that the divine Christ entered the body of a man named Jesus when he was baptized
· Christ then left Jesus prior to his death (hence Jesus’ cry on the cross reported by Mt 27:46 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)

Find out more about a major Canadian scholary project on Gnosticism:
La bibliotheque copte de Nag Hammadi
The Bibliothèque copte de Nag Hammadi website is the only critical edition and French translation of the Coptic manuscript collection discovered in 1945 near the town of Nag Hammadi in Egypt.
Faculté de théologie et de sciences religieuses, Université Laval, Québec, Canada
http://www.ftsr.ulaval.ca/bcnh/

Proto-orthodox Christianity
proto-orthodox” refers to those commonly known as the early “church fathers” (Justin Martyr and Irenaeus of Lyon), who ended up defining what exactly should be “orthodox = (correct)” belief.
· Orthodox Christianity - non-dualistic, salvation through faith, non-elitistic, yet open to all.
Irenaeus of Lyons, 2nd-century author of, Against all the Heresies.

Against the Gnostics, Irenaeus emphasizes:
· Apostolic succession (the fact that the bishops of proto-orthodox Christianity can trace their appointments back to the apostles)
· Rule of faith (proto-orthodox Christians hold certain basic beliefs that differ from Gnostic beliefs)
· Unity of belief (all proto-orthodox Christians hold the same beliefs vs Gnostics who hold a multitude of competing beliefs)
Criteria for Scriptural Canonicity
	Ancient
	a sacred authority had to date back to near the time of Jesus

	Apostolic
	an authority had to be written by an apostle or at least by a companion of the apostles

	Catholic (i.e., universal)
	books had to have widespread acceptance among established churches (e.g., the Gospel of Peter in the Muratorian canon)

	Orthodox
	the most important criterion – the views set forth in a book had to conform with the views in already accepted books (e.g. docetic Christology is unacceptable)

	Inspiration
	books accepted as canonical ended up being regarded as inspired by God



according to Dan Brown church hid goddess, 80 gospels, Constantine said what is scripture
[gospel of thomas, magdalene, judas] 
TRUTH: church only decided to have 4 out of 30 gospels, and Constantine had no say in it. 
Why only 4 ? the early church had criteria to establish this

Ancient [4 gospels of today MT MK LK JN, all date with certainty from first century] others such as thomas, magdalene, philipe, judas-> newer, ends and 5th century (not as ancient)

Apostolic [not written by mt, lk, mk, but those weren't the names of the authors] 

Catholicity (small c) from greek 

Orthodox - if one of book was diff in view of jesus = not acceptable, this is how they eliminated books 

its why it took 400 yr, and gospels, letters, apocalyptic stories did not make it to todays 27 book

codex cinaiticus :copy of NT ordered by emperor constantine, he established constantinople as christian city and ordered copies of bible, has list of books that are included & some books he just included for judgement of future generations


Lesson Highlight:  Gnosticism and The Gospel of Judas Gnosticism
· When people talk about Gnosticism, there is talk of a “secret knowledge” and that’s what fascinates a lot of people today. What kind of knowledge are we talking about and why is it “secret”? (00:45)
· Why do you think most of the Gnostic writings were lost to the world for at least 1500 years? (04:05)
· How strong of a competition was there between Gnosticism and proto-orthodox (or ecclesial) Christianity? (06:10)
Gospel of Judas
· Can you explain why the Gospel of Judas has been such a major discovery in recent years? (14:08)
· Can you explain why there has been such significant controversy surrounding this discovery? (19:04)
What side of the debate are you on and what are your arguments? (22:32)
VIDEO:
Greek word for knowledge is gnosis 
1.Gnotiscism perspective, referring to knowledge not based on observation but intuition, spiritual knowledge of true spiritual origin
Secrecy: knowledge only accessible to the Gnostics themselves only, because they inherited from great unknowable a divine spark which allowed them to understand the kingdom of heaven and more in depth interpretation of scripture, which Christians understood literally, to mystery of god n universe

2. orthodoxy bearers suppressed writing of gnostics

3.  proto are their own selection of books in response to Marinas list of books (he disregarded the OT) only gospel of luke, (he had a problem of old testament god (evil entity)) he believed that jesus presented the real God, overt

marsian had liimted canon of scripture which totally diresgarded the OT
focused on specific of letter from paul (10)
and mostly like gospel
OT god was evil, evil and sin, problem how can god create such evil world
so jesus was a revealer of true god
greater tha the create of the world

PROTO ORTHODOX will themselves start their list, so judaeo christians took OT into account, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]for them gnostic christ is diff from jesus, he inhabited jesus, and when jesus was crucified the christ left (never suffered), it devaluates the incarnation (unacceptable for church)  so in their treaties characterized gnostics as vicious individuals perverted and evil, 

4.
 gospel of judas
tries to explain true nature of judas' betrayal of jesus
it doesn't give us additional info about what happened
but gives us glimpse of gnostic and pro to orthodox view
gnoticism in this gospel is sethian  (seth 3rd son of adam) seth was revealer and saviour, inherited from adam secret revelation about world and kingdom of god, sethians believe to be descendants of seth, 
Gospel of jura reflects sethian's 
primary trinity 
father (invisible spirit)
mother (barbell)
son (otogenes, human one)
and this gospel has a reference to barbelo
also, judas shows world of sethians

debate, frustration on scholars, majority didn't have access to it
made public, those who had access (selected team of editors) 
so preliminary translation
problem with the way that some of the terms were translation
problems with translation -> changed interpretation of figure of judas 
initially he was the chosen disciple, gave jesus service by deliberating him from body
but then realized that the picture isn't that positive
different conclusions about image of judas (good bad guy?)
debate: between traditional image of judas (bad betrayer) and second image about him being good guy (from first translation)

in gospel of jon jesus calls judas a demon


judas puppet for evil god, 
jesus shows him and gives him revelation that he ail not be part of holy generation of those who will be saved
13th demon 

"you will exceed them all by.."
so they thought jesus was asking udas to give him in
but then realized that he is the evil god
sacrifices made to saclas 
so its a negative thing to do sacrifices 
like sethiens says 
you don't need to sacrifice for ur faith
so jesus meant
you will exceed them by sacrificing me
you are doing more evil

problem that not all had access



Mp3 vale 
Pg 60-61 syncretism
Ex: nowadays new age movement attemps to bring together doctrines from different religions and present them as a whole

3 groups that used it
manichism  (late manifestation of Gnosticism)
gnogistism
mystery cults 
*read parts carefully 

issue of orthoxy vs heresy
proto orthodox (clysiastical = ended up embraced by church)
gnostic tradition, opposed rule of faith and said that they were not part of same group 
environment more fluent, what c believed and practiced and he does not want to recognized that
pg 71, other author that talked against heresy
then tortolian 
then Alexandrian clement, more sympathetic to philo, but took shot at those whose view misused philo for Christianity 

proto ortho authors, not that they new exactly what they believed and had to write it, instead was several hundrer years required
culminated with list of books that were to be included in nt and bible
and exclusion of books in mainstream church

valterboaul, 1970 translated to English 
ortho was winner in batter that took place in early chr, called heresies 
no real war or battle
but it was ideological battle and some groups were excluded
the winners were the ones that took their time to understand their belief and if it agreed with original msg of jesus

protoorthodox made appeal some of books from earliest and closest to time of jesus book
vs gnostics and other groups relied on newer books

criteria for separating heresy from ortho, developed during respective debates themselves
herresist (clement) were ppl living in 2nd and 3rd century
they were school principles, involved in teaching of school and were authorities
and later on, the bishops felt that their authority beyond their control was necessary to be brought under church control of bishop 


MP3 DAVINCI CODE
Movie relevant cause he deals a lot with origins of Christianity
Relationship of jesus and Magdalene
(husband and wife) scholars say that Magdalene was a disciple and we have a gospel with her name (mary Magdalene) and Philip gospel also says thatshe was a very close disciple of jesus
these are not canonical gospels
they are apocryphal gospels
davinci code speculates lack of clarification between jesus and mary and say that they were married and that she was pregs when he was crucified, and she gave brith to child in france, secret of the holy grail, kept by prior of scion group, 
deal with part that NT has 4 gospels and fact that author of book eleges that Constantine says which gospels have to be included and excluded from NT, and Philips and magdalen gospels are excluded 
as a scholar, it is not the case, these gospels were not excluded at Nicia by Constantine
but later when the church made its mind on which (lesson on gnostic, the requirement for books to make it to the NT)
the movie mixes true facts from scholars (mary Magdalene was a close disciple, and lies = they were married and had children) latest facts are modern invention from 20th century 1980’s when they speculated that but it happened, but mary is important, she was wealthy, provided funds to jesus and deciples, independent to follow him vs jewish authorities which did not allow women to,  and she is not a prostitute like the book says, evidence from nt says that its not the case that she was a prostitute, she did REPEND for her sins but doesn’t mean she was one, 
movie shows how early Christianity is really important today
and author whose book made into movie, has interpreted early Christianity
however the movie did allow ppl to be interested in early Christianity 


Gospel of Judas  mp3
was kept hidden and group of scholars by national geo put together manuscript and translated in 2000
first translation, 3-4 sholars only were given access to it, not a good translation and critized by Coptic scholars (Coptic=old egyption language)
and 2008 new version was presented

critical for having judas as a good guy
unlike other writng 

not written by Judah,
written in gnostic circles
dated to middle late 2nd century
represents jesus as gnostic jesus that brings secret knowledge to world 
12 apostles don’t understand 
jesus of gnostics is not jesus of church
jesus of gnostics is a god who is not supreme god as he is presented along with father in canonical 
instead e brings knowledge to ppl
spirit needs to be released for humans and those to go back to spiritual realm from where they came
sections deal with gnostic cosmos
how world came to exist from gnostic point of view
sophie (wisdom) she is the one who led to accident to creation of material world we live in that trapped sparks of divine in it, and that what humans are 
in gnostic circle you have hierarchy of gods
closest to material world is the one that created it
the god of the OT

in this story
 judas understand what he is supposed to do more than the others
this judas stands in continuity with older tradition
page 33 with foot25, 
first version says that its possible for him to reach this, but after criticism, new translation says that Judah is no able to achieve it

important to keep in mind
this is not just a writing about gonistic cosmo
but apology written that takes shock to orthodox theology

mention laughter, jesus laughs a lot, his apostles understand it as reprehending them, he says he laughs because they don’t understand and because they become the ones that behave in unspiritual manner



INTRO video
one issue is that of gnosticism 
movement that developed for several centuries
widespread
strong
presents challenges to movement from learning of jesus (pro to orthodox) a mainstream christianity that ended up setting up standards for christianity, first orthodox church

in davinci code they talk a lot about gnosticism
highly repressed by church because of its teaching
"church is afraid of it and hides it from people" but the author was wrong
he mixed fiction with truth, (best seller) 

many gnositic teachers disagreed with each other
but it is true that gnosticism was a great challenge to Christianity 
first to say what is bible to christian were gnostic teachers
what books are to be part of scripture
NT didn't come all of the sudden it took 30-40 year till first NT was written
first books are letters by paul
paul wrote his first letter in years 50 
n some gospels in year 60 -70 
then latest 4th one (john gospel)
issue about accuracy
its kinda like the telephone game, word sentence changes, what first and last person repeats is diff story

issue of accuracy about books of bible is serious for scholars

gnoticism has features that could be identifiable 
encounters with 
today we see more gnostic as providing background 
today's christianity was like before you have many groups 
protestan (lutherans, anglicans) orthodox, united church, catholic
and all of them make claim that they are chritians

in earlier time u had similar groups and th gnostics
which had different belief to what orthodox had

group that becomes mainstream (pro to ortho) not until 367 when bishop from alexandria is present for first time 27 books that are today's accepted
ATANESIOUS, his letter is confirmed at end of 4th century in 2 council of bishops,  canon of scripture finally established
so took 400 years to establish what the bible is in terms of NT
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