Machiavelli Cont.
· Chs.10, 13,14,15,17,21
· State of nature, inquisitiveness of individual
· Before political events could be analyzed, they had to be freed from the political ideals from the past
· Machiavelli rejected hereditary ideas
· Scientific development of renaissance influenced Machiavelli
· Studying art, medicine, science, all discreet areas of investigation all having laws of their own
· Independent from other subjects
· Focus on power, centre of Machiavelli’s political thought
· Traditional notion of harmony, Machiavelli was not interested in
· What he didn’t clearly understood that the changes in institutional forms and social structure and types of leadership rendered traditional types of legitimacy obsolete 
· Breaks with ecclesiastical traditions

Hobbes
· Influenced by Machiavelli
· Entirely different approach to politics, also lived in political strife in England
· The Leviathan
· Represents common law, makes all important political decisions
· Citizens give up their rights to political authority to attain peace
· Psychological egoism: aggression, acquisitiveness
· Questions of property, ownership: slow emergence of economic order and moving out of feudal period
· Lays foundation for subsequent Liberal thought
· Individual becomes important subject for politics
· Although Hobbes tries to describe mankind in the state of nature as being aggressive, he distinguishes between liberal and pre-liberal society should be
· Economical man (market individual)
· Social and political arrangements
· Basic inherent condition of humankind
· What rules need to be put in place to control the inevitable struggle between individuals and rival groups
· Coercion necessary, machiavelli’s prescription lacking in one vital element: some comprehensive principle for unifying consensus or coping with interest-ridden nature of new politics
· We want: stability, protection of property and the individual
· If the identity of the individual derived from their different interests, how is it possible to establish a set of restraints that would be in the interest of everyone as individuals or members of a particular group to observe
· Sense of common life which was absent in Machiavelli
· No sense of shared loyalties, no feel for continuity of the collective extending over time
· Machiavelli never managed to explain how civic virtue alone accomplish a sense of community
· Hobbes wants to go one step beyond Machiavelli, need some kind of stability or harmony within civil society
· If you don’t have that, you can’t have a functioning market economy
· 1588-1679
· Represents a kind of pragmatic tradition of political thinking
· Empiricism a strong ideal in Hobbes’ olitical thinking
· British tradition certainly one which needs paying attention to
· moral and political philosophy on a scientific basis
· wanted to contribute to the establishment of civic peace, wanted to encourage individuals to fulfill their civic duties (be responsible citizens)
· theory of the state of nature, pre-liberal society
· assumptions concerning human nature, lays foundation for liberal thought
· state of nature a social and political nature
· a social condition, basic human norms are not yet agreed upon
· no human industry, no real economy in the state of nature
· life is poor, nasty, brutish, and short, constant striving for goods and powers which ceases only in death
· new principles of obligation and of governing, needed a starting point to determine requirements of civil society, what a civil society should be, and how it can be maintained
· Assumptions about human nature:
· Basic theory for human nature can be summed up in two basic principles:
· Belief of natural appetite
· Our belief of reason separates us from animals
· Psychologically egoistic, man is not only concerned with present hunger, but also future hunger
· Need some predictability in our live, animals react to environment
· Humans have an infinite appetite,is it instilled in us by society or are we naturally like this?
· The individual needs an increasing amount of power to protect present goods
· Without self-preservation, nothing makes sense
· For Hobbes, man want ultimately to avoid death in the hands of other (civil war)
· Everyone fears unpredictable, violent death
· Preservation of life satisfies any appetite, satisfies any good
· Avoid death is what we all want to do
· Product of the passions because we feel death more than we feel life
· Fear of death which becomes origin of law and the state
· Comes to draw all logical conclusions
· Hobbes talks about notion of natural man, man in a state of nature desires power over others

Locke
· Theory of labour
· Seen by Locke as an extension of the individual person
· Individual and natural property, ability to accumulate things, labour power something that cannot be taken away
· Foundation of all property in the state of nature
· Notion of property in the state of nature important for Hobbes
· Property forces us to get out of the state of nature
· All other property derivative of
· What property an individual mixes with his labour his his
· The individual is now able to procreate the goods in the state of nature
· Even though you can accumulate, you can obligated to leave enough for others
· Can’t take more than you can use
· Limit to accumulation in the state of nature
· A limit on how much one can use and own
· Property acquired through mixing labour with environment
· Property becomes private because of this, no one else has right to labour
· Labour is something that can’t be taken away from you
· The labour constitutes the value of the product
· An apple can provide no benefit to no man until it is picked, or some way appropriated
· Can’t pick more apples than you can eat
· A great abundance of things
· A surplus of supplies when amount of humans is relatively small
· Spoilage was a major limitation on the acquisition of property
· Locke has problem overcoming this
· Argues that land which is left untilled is the same as 
· Through agriculture, the initial problem of spoilage can be overcome because cultivated land is more productive, because of increased productivity, others will also necessarily benefit, a surplus
· With increased productivity, you have to have a way of disposing the surplus, if you can’t get rid of it, the product will spoil
· You need some invention that can make it reasonable for an individual more than is necessary
· Justification of the accumulation of property in the market
· Method of how this is overcome is the invention of money, it comes into being through mutual consent
· Now men could exchange their perishable goods for something permanent 
· No limitation, can accumulate as much as you want because it can’t spoil
· Exchange perishable goods for something permanent, this agreement does not establish civil society
· Locke ends up inevitably justifying private property, inequality of possessions
· Possession is possible through power, mixing labour with environment
· Locke then felt that men through their industriousness created more to share
· How well you do is dependent on your industriousness, can’t be cheating if success depends on that
· For the first time, there exist the possibility of owning more than one can possibly protect by the means available in the state of nature
· You can accumulate more property, but that doesn’t mean it’s safe
· The sovereignty of nature begins to dissolve, men have to institute a new form of rule of their own making, take place of rule governing state of nature
· Locke becomes revolutionary, as seen through the eye of the aristocracy and monarchy
· Notion of consent is becoming necessary, society is something humans have to come up to live the human life
· Problems humans have to recognize as individuals
· God is no longer able to interfere in the mechanisms of His creation
· God doesn’t play dice with the universe
· Men are driven into society for the protection of their property, not physical security as in Hobbes stated
· Problems:
· No judge with the authority to determine all their princes according to the established law
· In the state of nature there is no established human law
· No power to back and support a sentence
· We enter civil society through a contract
· Any number of individuals can come together and form civil society, those who don’t join in this contract stand in relation to the
· Men in the state of nature are transformed by political powers in civil society
· Locke also argues that these powers are limited, following the purpose that they were made
· Protection of property, what has society become?
· Human invention of rationality, we are rational beings
· The more property you have, the smarter you are
· Once created, civil society comes to have a nature of its own, applicable nature of law (the preservation of society)
· WITHOUT SOCIETY THERE IS ANARCHY, NO ONE CAN OWN PROPERTY
· This law dictates for basic things:
· All of the right of its members must be consistent with the preservation of society
· The commitment made by the members must be upheld (covenant)
· The commitment made by the members must be permanent
· Ruling authority can’t keep the peace
· The power of the society must be all inclusive
· The final law that is applicable to the body politic is the “law of the greater course”, this law simply becomes the basis of the rule of the majority, it is a greater force than any society that has come to rule it
· Forms of government, distinguishes between different forms of government into whose hand the legislative power is based (where does the legislative power rest?)
· Democracy is simply the situation where the majority retain legislative power
· Notion of oligarchy, power split between few individuals
· Monarchy, legislative power is retained by ONE individual
· In every case, only majority consent can found a government
· One doesn’t have to necessarily choose one form of government over another
· The powers are entrusted to the government, not given up by the people
· The supreme power to preserve themselves always remains with the people, can’t give it away
· When the legislative power is established, it is and remains a supreme power, it stays like this so long as the government continue to exist and function
· The ruling power is found in the legislature, although if the legislature can’t govern/function, the power reverts back to the people
· Under government, that supreme power of the people can’t be exercised simply because of calamities and disasters
· Locke talks about the separation of powers
· Argues that those who make the laws should not be able to execute them
· Need a branch that MAKES the laws, and one that EXECUTES the laws
· Executive power rests with the head of state, legislature tasked with making the laws
· Executive also has the power of war and peace and to make alliances
· Legislative power is considered to be superior to the executive because it generates the laws
· It does not necessarily have to be the SUPREME branch of government
· Executive may have to act without the benefit of the guidance of law
· Executive may have to act contrary to the law
· Adherence to the law may be contrary to public good, executive may dispel civil liberties for the greater good
· Importance of the rule of law, even though you have the prerogative, it is the people who judge, right of the people to resist
· Try and maintain the community, the people have to decide whether or not they should actively take back the supreme power because the governments no longer function
· The responsibility to keep a government in check is the Prince’s responsibility
· When he act outside the interest of the people, he is no longer part of the society, can no longer be considered a legitimate ruler, power to resist reserved by citizen
· Is government usurping its authority?
