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Federalism

· The division of powers between central and regional government (municipal governments are not part of the official “federal” system)

· Federalism means different things in different countries, although they do share some basic components.

· Each province is autonomous within a certain scope of power (aside from The Territories)

· Municipalities are subordinate to Provinces

· Riker’s Continuum 
· Q: How powerful is the central government?
· Unitary – Central Government Has Final Say
· Centralized (Canada) – 2 levels / Central Government Dominates
· Peripheralized – 2 levels / Regional Government Dominates
· Confederation – 1 level / All States Can Say No

· Symmetrical System (Canada Overall) – All of the provinces are treated the same way

· Asymmetrical System – Certain provinces are given different treatment
· Mostly separate deals in dealing with Quebec

· Confederation Settlement 
· Division of Power Between Governments
· Division of Financial Resources
· Federal Controls on Provinces
· Provincial Representation
· Cultural Guarantees

· John A. MacDonald: Wanted a very centralized system (unitary) but was found unacceptable by Maritimes and Quebec so it did not go through. They demanded some form of Federalism, so minorities are protected.

· In Canada, all power left over (new developments) is reserved for Ottawa (Central Gov)

· The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council – Up until 1949 was Canada’s Supreme Court (even though it was located in London). Generally speaking the JCPC was more favorable to the Provinces than to Ottawa because the framers of the constitution went on to specify exactly the powers were.
· Referred to as “The Wicked Stepfathers of The Confederation”
· Decentralized the system, made it difficult to have strong central government.

· Division of Financial Resources
· Ottawa was given power to levy ANY kind of tax
· Provinces could only raise taxes through direct means (bar licenses, auction houses, right to put up business)
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